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 Editing the Magazine 

Those who read the magazine carefully will know that we have been seeking a replacement editor for 

some months.  Unfortunately there are no volunteers yet and so unusually this edition covers two 

months: I am scheduled to have an eye operation in October and will not be able to compile the 

November issue.  This means that the next issue will be produced at the end of November and as is 

usual at that time of year it will also cover two months, December 2014 and January 2015.  Please take 

note if you have events that you wish to promote. 

No individual seems to have enough time or considers they have the expertise to take on the role of 

editor single-handedly.  That said, I had never edited a magazine or used publishing software before 

the task was wished on me – but I discovered that it is not complicated; the skills and procedures are 

learned quite quickly (sink or swim?)!  Without one individual stepping forward, the consensus is that a 

team is needed, as happens in many other villages, and  we hope that we are cautiously crawling 

towards the establishment of one to take on the production.  But more help is needed. If YOU enjoy 

getting the magazine, find it interesting and useful, please consider how you might contribute to its 

future.  IF YOU ARE ABLE TO HELP IN ANY WAY, PLEASE CONTACT CHRIS STOBIE (362225) who is co-

ordinating offers of help.  As you will see from the  flier distributed with the magazine, a meeting will 

be held in the Skittle Alley at 7.30pm on the evening of Tuesday, 30 September to work out a way 

forward – please, please try to attend. 

So much for the future, now for the present. This issue starts with Alan Peters’s wonderful autumnal 

illustration on the front cover, takes a look at the last few months in the fields, gardens and clubs 

around the village and provides more dates for your diaries.  We hope that what follows is of interest 

and please remember that up-to-date information on events can be found on the village website 

(www.stourtoncaundle.org.uk) which Gerry Holdstock maintains regularly.   

      Tim Villiers 
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Please present all contributions for the next  issue to the editor by 12 noon on   

17 November 2014 by e-mail if possible.   

E-mail address : thecaundler@hotmail.co.uk.  Please use only “Word” document 

format (.doc or .docx) when sending contributions.  
 

Village Hall 

 

At the Village Hall committee meeting on 2 September 2014 the following vacancies were filled by 

the committee in accordance with schedule 2.3 (8) of the Hall Conveyance: 

    Chairman            Mark Paull 

    Vice Chairman   Gordon Stobie 

    Secretary            Nic Walters 

 

They assumed their responsibilities at the end of the meeting.  Appreciation and particular thanks 

to Vinny Taylor, Peter Knott and Anita Shardlow for their years of membership were expressed 

and recorded in the minutes.     

Nic Walters 



Village Hall ‘100’ Club Monthly Draw 

The September draw took place on 17
  
September 2014.  The winners were: 

 

First Prize:  £25.00  No.217  Margaret Johnson 

Second Prize: £20.00  No.144  Hedley Walker 

Third Prize:  £15.00  No.227  Anna Oliver 

 

We are now collecting the subscriptions for the next 12 or 6 months.  You can have as many 

numbers as you like at £6 per number for a year (or £3 for 6 months).  Half the money collected 

goes to the Village Hall; the rest is paid out in monthly prizes. 

 

The next two draws will take place at The Trooper on Wednesdays 15 October and 12 November 

at about 9 pm.  Thanks to all our members for your continuing support. 

       Anna Olive 

Flower and Produce Show 

Members of the Garden Club have enjoyed another busy summer, with two 

visits, the annual flower and produce show, and recently the first meeting of 

the new season.  There were slightly fewer entries at this show than in the 

bumper year of 2013, with many competitors grumbling that all their flowers, 

fruit and vegetables were over or eaten.  Nonetheless, there were some 

magnificent examples to admire, including John Waltham’s giant pumpkin 

which, having won the largest vegetable class by a margin, went on to form the 

basis of a ‘guess the weight’ competition won by Dayrell Bingham.  Highlights 

of the prize-giving included the multiple awards for the Gillards, with Win and 

Neil collecting two cups each, and the fact that Tim Villiers won the Villiers Cup 

for best in fruit section: 

To round off the show, over 60 club members and friends enjoyed a tea party which included a 

number of the entries in the chocolate cake section of the show.  The tea raised over £250 to be 

shared between the Village Hall and the Julia’s House charity.  This was followed by an auction of 

some of the exhibits, conducted with enthusiasm and skill by John Waltham, assisted by Harry Dike 

and Neil Gillard, which raised £137.50 for the Dorset & Somerset Air Ambulance.  

Thanks as always are due to the committee and supporters for organising the 

event, as well as arranging and serving the tea, and to the exhibitors for making 

such an effort yet again.                      

Broken Nails 
 

Julius Cup (gentleman highest points) Neil Gillard 

Bond Cup (lady highest points) Linda Walters 

Salter Cup (best in vegetable section) Neil Gillard 

Baillie Cup (best floral art exhibit) Gay Liversidge 

Barnes Cup (best box of vegetables) Jenny Cottrell 

Firth Cup (best handicrafts exhibit) Win Gillard 

Hukins Cup (best domestic exhibit) Cathy Jeanes 

Sherwin Cup (best exhibit in flower classes) Win Gillard 

Villiers Cup (best in fruit section) Tim Villiers 

Hamilton Cup (best exhibit entered by a child) Not awarded 

Ken Moore Watering Can (best exhibit by a child under 6) Not awarded 



Agricultural Observations 

Thanks to the ideal weather the silage clamps and hay barns are pretty full 

and the maize has significantly improved since the end of June.  The old 

saying for good maize goes: ‘Knee high by the 4
th

 of July’ but the right balance 

of rain and sunshine in the last ten weeks has made all the difference, added 

to which the ground conditions are perfect for the maize harvest which has 

just began.  

Nationally, milk production for August was the highest for 20 years but (and 

there’s always a but) the farm gate price has fallen, with one processor, First Milk, cutting their price 

by 7 pence per litre over the last year. The reason given for this is the Russian trade ban and the 

current global price. Barbers from Ditcheat and Wyke Farms from Bruton have both suffered because 

of the trade ban; both of these source milk from our local farms. 

Cereal farmers have had above average yields with interesting results. The barley yield and quality has 

been reported as good.   Oilseed rape was not so good and with a ban on certain chemicals to control 

weeds, such as blackgrass, there may be a reduced acreage planted for 2015. 

Wheat tonnage is up to expectations and the global harvest is also looking good, so the effect is 

reducing the price, which means that the quality is important in order to get the premium price. Most 

of the whole harvest was completed in such a short time that the grain traders have had difficulty 

managing the storage and haulage of so much grain. Under these circumstances livestock farmers 

must hope that their compound feeds will cost less, and this may even feed through to your breakfast 

cereal! 

Yet again, DEFRA seems to be introducing new mandatory requirements. There is now a new word in 

their dictionary and that is ‘Greening’.  This is where farmers may be required to grow a minimum 

number of  different crops on arable land and the area of permanent grassland must not fall by more 

than 5%.  

Another new rule on one scheme is that hedge trimming must not start till 1 September. The NFU is 

challenging this as oilseed rape is best planted in August which would not want tractors driving on a 

newly planted crop, especially in wet years. 

The local agricultural shows have all benefitted from the fine weather and public support.  These 

shows promote the agricultural industry to everyone and  emphasize the importance of home-grown 

produce because the country is now 60% self-sufficient which is down from a previous 70%.    

   

David Jeanes 

Garden Club 

On Wednesday 10 September, the first club meeting of the new season saw David Usher 

present a fascinating lecture on the restoration of Hestercombe Gardens near Taunton. 

The remaining programme for the 2014-2015 season is as follows:  8 October  Growing 

Dahlias;  12 November AGM followed by an illustrated talk on Sri Lanka; 10 December Bee 

–friendly Gardens; 14 January 2015 Annual Supper and Entertainment; 11 February Roses; 

11 March Pond and plant management and choice; 8 April Propagation; 13 May Castle 

Gardens with lecture and 25% off all purchases. 

Existing and potential new members of the Garden Club should note that annual 

subscriptions (£7.50) are now due.         

Broken Nails 



The Allotments 2014 

This year has seen a radical change in the way that the allotments operate, and I think it’s been 

very much a change for the better. Rather than running the entire area as a single, communally-

operated entity, we have split the overall area into individual, more digestibly sized lumps. The 

previous arrangement, while it had many attractive features, did depend very much on a 

timetabled and slightly disciplined attitude on the part of those involved, and this doesn’t always 

appear to be in the nature of your average Stourton Caundler! 

So we now have individually operated areas, sized according to what people feel they can 

manage, and everyone knows that their particular area will only be as good as the effort that 

they put in. 

I’m pleased to report that there is still a certain social element to the whole thing, and I’m 

hopeful that there may be an Allotmenteers’ Dinner at The Trooper sometime during the winter, 

and I will be looking to see if there are any other people interested in joining us – there’s still a bit 

of room, and there has been a bit of interest from villagers. 

So what’s been going on down at the bottom of Brimble? To avoid embarrassment I won’t name 

names, but it’s fair to say that the standard of cultivation has varied from the professional down 

to what we’ll refer to euphemistically as “wild garden” level. The variety of vegetables on view 

has been quite staggering, despite the biggest onslaught by slugs that I can remember, and there 

have been some very respectable crops. The weather’s been relatively kind, and this too has 

helped. The area that I’ve been involved in has been one of the less intensively managed, but it 

did produce the largest vegetable of the whole allotment area, a pumpkin that weighed in at 

63lbs. I got rid of most of it at the (excellent ) Village Show, but there are still two smaller ones of 

between 40 and 50lbs if anyone can use some for wine, soup, chutney, pies, etc. 

If you’re interested in being involved next year, please get in touch with me on 362890. In the 

meantime, one of our gardeners has mooted the idea of a lunchtime review meeting (with 

alcohol) on the allotments sometime in October, presumably with those who’ve over-indulged 

being returned to their homes afterwards in wheelbarrows……………….     

          John Waltham 

Events Committee  

What’s that? The Events Committee? We thought it was utterly defunct! 

Not quite. Since we ceased to have regular meetings  (and put on regular events) some four years or so ago, 

a small committee composed of Jane Onslow, Richard Miles and myself have looked after the Community 

Fund for which the Events Committee both raised and administered funds, and has agreed donations to 

(for example) the school at Bishops Caundle where so many of our children go. Money from a couple of the 

village concerts has helped maintain the bank balance and the fund remains as a back-up that can be drawn 

on in the event of someone in the village needing reserves to put on a  community-based event or activity.  

Back in May, Richard decided to resign as our Treasurer, and so a meeting was called and representatives of 

the previous committee and others were invited to attend. A small meeting took place at which Gerry 

Holdstock kindly agreed to take over the Treasurer’s job for the time being, with Jane Onslow and myself as 

additional signatories of the account. A good deal of lively discussion took place, with Roger Paull covering 

a lot of the background and history of the committee, and there were a number of suggestions regarding 

the future direction of the organisation and its place in village life. Some interesting thoughts were put 

forward, such as supporting the tidying of areas around the village signs on the various approaches to the 

village, and one or two formulae for future events were mooted. A convivial evening ended, I thought, in a 

mood that suggested the Events Committee was in no way dead (although its role may well alter). It would 

be good to hear from anyone who feels that they’d like to be involved in its future operations, and also 

from anyone with proposals for community-based activities within the village that need funds for an initial 

push. If you want to know more, contact me on 362890. I hope to hear the phone ringing!               

   John Waltham 



Welcome Club 

Forty people went on the trip to Bristol Docks, which included a two- hour trip around 

the docks, with a cream tea. The outing was a great success and enjoyed by all. 

Thirty-one members attended the September meeting; they were reminded that the 

AGM will be held next month and it was hoped that all members would attend. 

Ideas were put forward for the Christmas lunch and members were also asked for their 

ideas. 

The guest speaker was Mike Bolton who gave an illustrated talk on the canals and navigable waterways 

in Somerset and Dorset.  

The next meeting will be held on 15 October.  New members are always welcome. 

               Margaret McKay 

Garden Tips 

October  

Prepare containers and plant up with winter bedding such as pansies, violas, polyanthus.  

Add some evergreens, i.e. small-leaved ivy for contrast.  Also consider silver-leaved plants 

and small flowered spring bulbs.   

November 

Pot up chives, mint and parsley, take indoors, place on a well lit windowsill for winter use.  

Remember to keep watered and occasionally (4/6 weeks), give them a feed.  

Raffle 
To raise funds for the  visit of the  

Kala Chethena Kathakali Company  

to Stourton Caundle Village Hall  

on 11 July 2015 
 

Draw to take place on Sunday 30 November at lunchtime 

after the jazz at The Trooper  (01963 362405). 

Tickets available from The Trooper Inn, Stourton 

Caundle  

DT10 2JW 

Great prizes  
Including:   

a FREE CASE OF BEER PER MONTH FOR A YEAR, courtesy of COBRA BEER, 
 

two cases of Kingfisher beer,  

whisky,  

Indian sauces …. and more. 
 

contact  Derek Corlett on 01963 363318 for further information 



Naturally Thinking 

It doesn’t seem five minutes ago that I was writing about primroses and the first butterflies, yet travelling along the 

A303 in August, trees were already taking on that deepening of colour that heralds autumn and now there  are 

hints of gold everywhere and hedges gleam with bounty.  And, so I’ve heard, we have a bumper harvest too, so it 

seems a good year for all creatures great and small.   

Perhaps the autumn is a bit earlier this year to keep in time with the early spring.  It certainly seems so.  We were 

recently talking to an elderly gentleman in Stalbridge.  For more than thirty years he has lived in the same house in 

the road that is marked on the corner with a large copper beech and he says that in all the time he has lived there 

he has never known the leaves to fall from it so early.   

The house martins, having already raised one family round the back of our house, almost immediately began to 

raise another.  One thing intrigues me about these little fledgling birds that don’t roost in trees.  Do they go back to 

the nest for a few days after they’ve fledged, to take the weight off their wings, so to speak?  I am once again 

fearful for this second brood.  It is now mid-September and they have a lot of serious catching up to do before they 

fly off to warmer climes. The week before the Flower Show, flocks of these lovely birds, together with swallows, 

were swirling round the early morning skies and sometimes the power lines opposite us were black with them.  

What chance do the second broods of these amazing birds have when they fly all those miles?  Now, it seems that 

they have all gone (another sign of an early autumn?), except our little fledglings.  Fingers crossed for them.         

Whilst on the subject of birds, a pair of kingfishers has been seen zipping up and down the stream in two gardens 

in Cat Lane.  A sure sign that the brook is clean enough to entice small fish.  Great news.      

One day in August a tiger moth came visiting the iris leaves by the gate.  It’s a beautiful little creature whose size 

can vary between 1.8 to 2.6ins.   Although the design of the wings can vary, ours was bright orange with a pattern 

of black dots.  This pattern serves as a warning to predators because its body fluids are, apparently, poisonous to 

things that might be tempted to eat it.  Around the same time, we had an equally attractive moth that thought it 

would prefer our walls to a flower.  This was a magpie carpet moth: a little more than an inch across, white wings 

covered with black dots round the edges and a wavy orange line between the dots half way along its wings.  Its 

body was orange and black.  And no, it doesn’t eat carpets, but we did return it to the great outdoors where we 

thought it might be more at home.    

Over the last three days, I have become rather intrigued by the behaviour of a slug.  This doesn’t often happen: as 

a lover of my garden, the only sluggish behaviour that usually interests me is whether they are going to demolish 

my favourite plants, but this one was different.   Even after googling ‘Slug Watch’ I’m not entirely sure what variety 

it was, but it was big.  Very big.  In fact, stretched out it measured four and a half inches.  It was light brown and 

yellow in colour and the one thing I am sure about is that it was not one that would do much damage.  It arrived on 

the edge of the lawn beneath a penstemon early each morning, where it stayed for a while, as though rather 

bemused (as much as a slug can look bemused) at finding itself there.  Then, slowly and with infinite care, it crept 

to a nearby rock rose beneath which it finally disappeared.  The thing that really intrigued me was that this pattern 

of behaviour was repeated each of the three mornings I watched it – it appeared beneath the same penstemon 

and disappeared beneath the same rock Rrse, as if it had a sense of purpose.   

I wondered whether it would be too large for a hedgehog to eat.  Although we haven’t seen one, there are definite 

signs on our lawn that we at last have one either in residence or nearby.  This is quite a thrill because they are the 

first signs since the first year we came here.   

Although I have read in some sources that butterflies have been flitting around in record numbers this year, results 

of the Big Butterfly Count say otherwise.  After such a promising year in 2013, they seem to have gone into reverse 

in 2014, something else to blame on our dreadful winter and wet spring.  We seemed to have plenty in our garden 

for several weeks in high summer, including brimstones, meadow browns, gatekeepers, small tortoiseshells, 

peacocks and red admirals, but they didn’t hang around as long as we expected them to.  The sedum is now out in 

full flower and so far we haven’t seen many on any of these, and although red admirals normally love rotting fruit 

(and we have an abundance of that as we have a diseased apple tree), they don’t seem to be particularly 

interested in them.  

The pattern fits in with an article I read a few weeks ago about the insect population being lower this year.  Not 

spiders though.  I have been waging a constant battle with them for weeks – not the big ones that rush at you 

when you’re least expecting them, but small ones that re-appear from nowhere as fast as you banish them and 

thumb their noses at you. 

                            Margaret Waddingham 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS QUIZ 
Saturday 29 November 

Stourton Caundle Village Hall at 7pm 

£5 per head to include Ploughman’s Supper 

Teams of six– come on your own and join a team  

or bring your own team 

Prize for winning team 

Tickets from Chris Holdstock 

01963 362001 

Tickets must be purchased in advance 

Proceeds to St. Peter’s Church, Stourton Caundle 



Guarding the Little Terns 

A positive natural history story appeared in the local press 

this summer. 

At Ferrybridge, just west of the Chesil Beach Centre on the 

Portland causeway, the Little Tern colony produced 60 

fledglings. 

Little terns have been returning from Africa each summer to 

nest on northern European coasts since records began, but 

like many birds their numbers have been in serious decline. 

At Chesil Beach, the only colony left in South West England, there were no successful fledglings in 2009. 

Since then the numbers have shown a steady increase because the RSPB set up a project to prevent disruption, intrusion and 

depredation from humans, foxes and birds. This involved an electric fence, in a large rectangle about 300m by 100m on the north 

side of the Chesil Beach facing the Ferrybridge Inn across The Fleet, overseen by a team, mostly volunteers, 24 hours a day from 

May to July. 

Little Terns fish in the sea by plunge diving for small fish. The offering of fish by the male to the female is part of their courtship 

display. Although less than 10 inches long with about a 20-inch wingspan, they are very vocal and sitting birds will rise noisily as 

one to mob airborne intruders. 

The electric fence successfully kept out the 

foxes and humans, but the real threat proved 

to be chick-eating kestrels from Portland. Their 

predation was kept down to just five chicks 

taken by feeding them 110 dead day-old hen 

chicks (a by product from a local hatchery). 

This year the first birds arrived in early April, 

numbers of pairs were up from 25 last year to 

33 this year. They laid 77 eggs, 68 of them 

hatched and sand patches were laid to keep 

the eggs off the cold bare pebbles. 

The statistics show a success story and for me 

it was a privilege to watch the sun come up 

and briefly have such a beautiful spot to myself 

and the birds. 

 

 

 

Harry Dike 

Carol Singing 2014 

It's a bit early to warn you, but just to say that we'll be carolling out-

side The Trooper again this year.  Watch out in the Dec/Jan edition 

for details.     

 

Annie and the two Margarets    

 

Stourton Caundle League of Golfers—August competition 

1.  John Kewley 18 pts;  2.  Mark Paull 16 pts;  3.  Roger Paull 15 pts. 



News from All Saints Primary School, Bishops Caundle 

Following a lovely summer with plenty of sunshine the children at All Saints have arrived back at school full 

of energy for their learning. As the warm weather continues we are looking forward to making the most of 

our beautiful setting in Bishops Caundle. Our pond area is now completely remodelled thanks to a parent, 

Mr Smith, who has carried out the project. It looks really beautiful with its secure decking for dipping and 

observing and wonderful hand carved benches. We will be exploring the life in the pond shortly. Our 

woodland area is also going to be well used for ‘Forest Schools’ activities – watch out for the photos on 

our website. Our lucky children enjoy outdoor clubs too – football, netball, hockey as well as ‘Let’s Explore’ 

which will combine art activities with exploring the natural world! 

We have been delighted to welcome our new 

children and their families to our school and they 

have all made a fabulous start here. We also 

welcome two new members of staff to the team – 

Mrs Kellaway, who is teaching our older children 

and Mrs Hatch who is supporting learning across 

the school. We wish them lots of happy times at our 

school.  

Our learning for the older children this term centres 

around the theme ‘What Price Peace?’ and part of 

the learning will be about the First World War and 

its commemorations. Look out for an invitation to 

an exhibition of our learning later in the term. As always if anyone in the community has anything to share 

we would love to hear from you. 

As our children learn about ‘gem powers’  to help them become really good learners, we are confident 

that an exciting year of learning lies ahead and our children will continue to flourish and thrive at our 

school this year. 

Watch our progress at   http://www.bishopscaundle.dorset.sch.uk/site 

          Lou Wookey 

Culinary Corner 

Apple Mint Chutney 

Peel, core and chop the apples, skin and chop the tomatoes*. 

Cook the apples with ½ pint of vinegar until thick and pulpy. 

Then stir in the remaining vinegar, the tomatoes, sugar, 

 ginger, spice, cayenne, salt and raisins. 

Cook for a further 15 minutes, then stir in the mint and cook  

for 5 more minutes or until thick. 

Pot and cover.   

*Skinning tomatoes 

Put in hot water for 1 minute 

Peel off skin from wet tomato                

 Eric Dummett 

4 lb. cooking apples 

I lb. ripe tomatoes 

I pint vinegar 

I lb. soft brown sugar 

4 oz. crystallised ginger or 

2 level teaspoons ground ginger 

½ level teaspoon mixed spice 

Pinch cayenne pepper 

½ level teaspoon salt 

I lb. seedless raisins 

2 oz. finely chopped mint 


