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Diamond Jubilee ‒‒‒‒The Queen’s visit 
On 1 May 2012, in celebration of The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, primary schools across the 
Sherborne area collaborated to perform for Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth ll.   
A special song was composed for the occasion. The writer of the song was Daniel England, 
the chair of governors of Trent Young’s Endowed Primary School. He was the first to inform 
us of the great news that we were to perform in front of The Queen, we were all astonished 
and many of us didn’t believe it.  
The theme for the royal visit was the Mad Hatter’s Tea Party taken from Alice in 
Wonderland. Every pupil needed to create a hat designed by themselves. Amazing creations 
appeared on the day, top hats covered in playing cards, rabbits’ ears, tea cups and saucers. 
Feathers, flowers and fiddly doo dahs sat on top of children’s heads. Upon our arrival it was 
damp and depressing and a heavy grey sky was above our heads. However as Her Majesty 
arrived, the skies brightened. A roar of commotion came from the crowd.  
After The Queen had arrived she circled around the tables that the children were sitting at. 
Her Majesty and Prince Philip talked to various people; I myself was spoken to by Her 
Majesty. It was an amazing day and nobody will ever forget it!  
 

     
It was a privilege to take our Year 6 children to this exciting event. As always, they were 
beautifully behaved and a credit to our school. What a memory for them in their last year at 
All Saints. Later this term we will be welcoming our new children and families in to school to 
meet us all. Year 6 will be off on their adventure to Weymouth and the swimming pool will 
be open! All we need now is some sunshine.       

Anne Crumpler,  Headteacher  

All Saints Primary School, Bishops Caundle 

 

Village Hall ‘100’ Club monthly draw   

 

 

The May draw took place on 15 May 2012 at The Trooper.  The lucky winners were: 

 

First Prize: £15.00  No 158  Ray Foot   

Second Prize: £12.00  No 153  Peter Liversidge   

Third Prize: £10.00  No 12  Monica Tite 

 

The next monthly draw will take place at The Trooper on Wednesday 13 June at 

around 9.00 pm.        

Anna Oliver 



Homewatch ‒‒‒‒ Car Damage 
A vehicle was parked opposite Gwyers in front of the hedge/wall outside No 2 Veales the 
evening of Thursday 3 May between 7.45 pm and 9.15 pm.  
The next day scratches were found across the bonnet and along the driver’s side. The 
police were called and they arrived on Saturday 5 May to inspect the vehicle damage. It 
was very fortunate that the front wheels were in such a position that PC Phil Sugrue 
noticed that a wood screw had been inserted into both front tyres. The possible 
consequences of this totally mindless act are horrific. Had it been raining and the paint 
damage hadn't been spotted, the vehicle could have been used which could well have 
resulted in a life threatening situation. 
The vehicle is currently undergoing repair and will have a complete safety check to ensure 
these idiots haven't built in a dormant failure such as a loose bolt, sump plug etc . 
The police are obviously very concerned, have carried out investigations and have a 
shrewd idea.........!! But, if anybody (dog walkers?) saw anything suspicious on that 
evening in that area, they should contact the police on  01202 222222 and ask for Phil 
Sugrue PC 2146, If he isn't there leave a message and he will ring back.      

       Keith Murphy 

Some things don’t change 
I was thinking the other day, as I played back a message on my answerphone from my 
sister, who sounded even more rushed than the previous message she’d left (we kept 
missing each other), that the pace of life is ever increasing and everyone seems to be in 
such a hurry ‒ or is it that I am getting older? 
Technology too seems to be racing ahead and just when you think you’ve caught up 
another ‘I’ comes along and whatever all the other i-pads/ pods/ players/ phones etc do, 
this one does even more !  It’s all beyond me as I continue to write letters and use my 
landline (mobile only for emergencies or if I have to respond to a TEXT!) ‒ my family and 
friends are very tolerant. 
Many people, it seems, can’t go anywhere without all the above and many perhaps will 
never  experience silence or the sound of Mother Nature. But in this crazy beautiful world 
we live in there are still many pleasures that don’t involve technology, that never change, 
that don’t cost a thing and can be enjoyed by us all.  Walking is one of them. 
Crossing the fields in the early hours or at dusk is magical; you see and hear so much and 
usually see no-one.  When I return home from work, even if it’s only for 20 minutes, I 
always get a walk in (even in the winter).  I never regret it; it somehow has that calming 
effect, removes you from all the stresses of life.  If you’ve never experienced the 
pleasure, why not give it a go. …..?    

Janie Harris 

Garden tip 
At this time of year and for the next few months, ensure your greenhouse and 
conservatory are well ventilated. Take out side shoots from tomatoes and watch 
out for infestations of whitefly, taking biological and chemical control measures if 
necessary.   



Naturally thinking 
I bet the swallows wished they’d studied the weather map a bit more before they headed back to our 

shores.  There were about 14 of them, all huddled up on the power lines one rainy morning in April 

looking decidedly miserable.  However, some of them soon found shelter and by the end of that 

month they were safely ensconced in a nearby stable.  The house martins, being a bit more sensible, 

didn’t arrive until the beginning of May. Being hopelessly outnumbered by sparrows, they seem to 

have given up the fight to make nests at the back of our house but are still quite interested in the 

front, which so far hasn’t come to the sparrows’ attention. 

   

Talking of sparrows, I watched a sparrow hawk dive into the hedge for his breakfast one morning.  

He missed and sat for some time at the bottom of the garden on the fence, looking thoughtful. He’s 

such a handsome bird and I really don’t mind him taking the odd sparrow now and then ‒ 

something’s got to keep the ever increasing numbers down.  They now completely monopolise the 

tree nearest the French window, leaving the feeders on the apple tree more or less to the other birds.  

  

The sparrow hawk isn’t the only bird on the lookout for a quick meal.  Crows are quite savage too.  

Brian recently found one that had attacked a pigeon.  The pigeon was still very much alive and 

flapping but Brian didn’t think he would have been for long the way the crow was going for it. 

   

Talking of crows, a friend has a bread-dunking one in his garden.  It picks up a crust and takes it to 

the birdbath to deliberately soak it before gathering it up to eat it.  I’ve always said that ‘bird brain’ is 

an insult to birds. 

 

For a short while the gardens at our end of the village played host to an Eastern Rozella parrot.     It 

was a colourful bird ‒ green, blue, yellow and red ‒ and although it didn’t actually sing, it seemed to 

join in the dawn and evening chorus with a clear bell-like note which rang out over the more gentle 

tones of our native birds.   It stayed around for about two weeks, but disappeared the weekend of all 

that rain and wind.  I think it had had enough. 

 

You never know what you’re going to come across in the lanes round here.   A friend was driving 

along by Haddon Lodge and there, sitting on the railings, was a baby owl.  It sat quite still and wasn’t 

in the least fazed when she got out and stood nearby to take photos.  I checked up with the Dorset 

Wildlife Trust who said that it was a baby tawny owl ‒ apparently when they get too big for their nest, 

they go and sit somewhere nearby and squawk a lot so that their parents will continue to feed them.   

This one was obviously full up and just sat there, all fluffed up and sleepy. 

 

I had a report of a greenfinch that had had a fatal accident against the  window of a near neighbour 

recently.  It flew into it and broke its neck, but on closer inspection he found that it was ringed.  He 

took the details, relayed these to the BTO website and discovered that it had been ringed in Thetford 

(Norfolk) last summer.  I think we share the same pair of bullfinches with this neighbour.  They have 

been feeding in both gardens but have stopped coming here over the last week or so.  Hopefully 

they’re nesting.  

 

The nightingales are back on Lydlinch Common.  By the second weekend in May, Brian and I went 

there at about 9pm, and in spite of the chill, there were three, possibly four, singing away very 

adjacent to us, and joining in in the background, the soft churring sound of a nightjar.  Very 

satisfying.    

I had an interesting note from another friend recently who had been looking into the habits of the 

Greater Celandine (no relation to the Lesser Celandine) which grows on her wild verges.  This flower 

has bright orange juice in its stems, which, though poisonous, was once used to treat eye conditions 

and warts, and like a lot of helpful plants from yesteryear, was probably grown near cottages for this 

purpose.  Ants are rather partial to their white seeds and in the course of collecting them, they 

distribute them further. 

 

Oil seed rape is very much part of our landscape nowadays.  Its gaudiness rather dominates at this 

time of the year, which makes seeing a field of buttercups even more pleasurable.  There is such a 

field at the bottom of Dancing Hill, just past the crossroads, and the other day, with the sun shining 

on them and black and white calves grazing, it was as dazzling a sight as you could wish to see.   

Margaret Waddingham 

 

PS.  My thanks for all those kind comments regarding these articles.  It’s rewarding to know that 

they’re appreciated.   



The pace quickens 
The year seemed to start slowly; perhaps we were conserving our energy for what was to 
come.  But the pace has now quickened!  
 
The Queen came to Sherborne in her 12-coach Royal Train recently and a number of villagers 
went to wave the flag (literally);  some even met her. Thank you Tom Forrest for your 
description of this very special day.  Shortly after this issue of the magazine is distributed, 
the national Jubilee weekend will be upon us; over 200 villagers will enjoy a celebratory 
lunch in the field behind the Village Hall, while others are going to London and may take part 
in the pageant on the River Thames, as well as other jollities perhaps.   
 
The Olympic flame will pass through North Dorset on 12 July and later those lucky few who 
have managed to procure tickets will go to watch their events.  Meanwhile closer to home we 
have village golf and tennis tournaments as well as a re-vamped village show at the end of 
August. For the less competitive there will be open gardens, club expeditions and other local 
events that you will find publicised elsewhere in the magazine. So there is plenty to read and 
to look forward to! 
 
An editorial plea.  If you are attending an event outside the village, such as the Jubilee 
celebrations or an Olympic event, please write a note about it (handwritten if you like) so 
that we can all enjoy your once-in-a-lifetime experiences in a future edition of the magazine.   
 
More sobering: please take time to read the Homewatch article on page five which describes 
an incident with frightening possible consequences which should not happen anywhere, but 
particularly not in our community of Stourton Caundle .   

          Tim Villiers 

Flowers in the church 
The church will be open over the Jubilee weekend and there will be a display of 
flowers for the Jubilee.  There will also be a display of flowers  over the week-
end 9/10 June.   

                   Gay Liversidge 

Welcome Club Trip 
 

Seaton to Colyton Tramway 

Fri. 22 June 2012 

Coach pick up Stourton Caundle around 9.30 am 

Non-members welcome  

price incl coach, tram and cream tea   £18.00 

Please call Colin McKay 364621 to book your place 



Weather report  for April  
Rainfall                 2012          2011   19-year average 

    134mm / 5.28 in 13mm / 0.51 in  57.1mm/2.25 in  

 

Temperature (°C)  Maximum              Minimum     Average 

   High      Low       High                Low 

2012      15.7(30th)         8.4 (5th)               8.8 (9th)            -2.2 (16th)         7.9         
2011      23.6 (23rd)      12.0 (13th)      10.5 (25th)             3.1 (28th)      12.5 

     Anthony Molesworth / Richard Miles 

Guarding the Osprey 
 

The Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) is a fish-eating eagle 
weighing 4lb with a 5-foot wingspan and a 2-foot long 
body. They look like large white buzzards when viewed 
from underneath. Found worldwide, they had become 
very rare in Britain when, in 1959, the RSPB (Royal 
Society for the Protection of Birds) decided to attempt 
to stop egg thieves from stealing their eggs in Loch 
Garten, Scotland. In charge was an ornithologist called 
George Waterston, who publicised the nest's position 
and got volunteers to help guard the eggs rather than 
keep the location a secret. The ensuing publicity 
changed the society's whole approach to bird watching 
and increased public awareness to such an extent that 
interest in birds and nature generally continues to gather strength. 
 
My small part in this process has been as a volunteer site guard for the last few years on the 
Glaslyn estuary in North Wales where a pair of Ospreys have nested since 2004; the first in 
Wales in probably a hundred years. In that first year a gale blew down the nest and the 
chicks had died by the time they were found. The following winter local volunteers erected 
and secured a replacement tree complete with cameras and nest. The ospreys returned and 
have successfully raised two or three chicks every year since. The male of the pair has a leg 
ring indicating he was one of a batch of chicks moved from Scotland to Rutland Water in the 
hope of establishing a breeding colony on the large reservoir there. That project has been 
successful, but the male of the pair had a slight disorientation and ended up in Wales 
(instead of Scotland or Rutland) when he returned after spending 2 or 3 years adolescence in 
West Africa. The female is not ringed so their meeting and adoption of the Glaslyn estuary 
was luck; it also helped by being an ideal site blessed with lots of water and fish. Their own 
chicks are now to be seen regularly in the area and are possibly already breeding, as Ospreys 
are not as territorial as many birds of prey. Once the three eggs are laid the female will 
incubate them for about a month, only leaving to stretch her wings and consume the fish the 
male provides once or twice a day. These fish are taken in spectacular dives into the water 
and grasped with both feet. The female is fed on the nest during incubation and the fish from 
the Glaslyn are usually red mullet or trout. 
 
The protection site is separate from the visitors’ site. We watch from a small camouflaged 
caravan and have the benefit of four cameras three of which, being infrared, allow us to see 
both the nest and the approaches to the tree in the dark. The RSPB Glaslyn website provides 
up-to-date progress reports on the eggs and chicks.  
 
Nearer to home we are half way through an interesting RSPB project on the Somerset levels 
where several dozen Cranes are being introduced each year for five years,.  The eggs are 
from northern Europe and hatched at the Wetland and Wildfowl Trust at Slimbridge in 
Gloucestershire. These cranes can be seen on the moors north of Langport.   

     Harry Dike 



Parish Council 
 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING OF STOURTON CAUNDLE, HELD ON MONDAY 14 

MAY 2012 AT 7.30 IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

PRESENT: 23 members of the public    (Clerk S.Harris)  

APOLOGIES: Jane Colville, Anna Oliver, District Councillor Batty-Smith  

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING: The minutes of the Annual Parish 

Meeting held on 16 May 2011 were approved and signed  

MATTERS ARISING: None.  

Report from District Councillor Carr-Jones: The Stalbridge Community Project. 

Mr. Carr-Jones, who is also the Chairman of Stalbridge Town Council (T.C.), outlined plans for a 

community hub (for want of a better word) in Stalbridge, based in the library building in Station Road 

which would be extended to accommodate the Community Office and Town Council office as well.  

The County Council are withdrawing funding from the library in September and the T.C. are already 

funding extra opening hours.  This would be a way of retaining the library in Stalbridge with the help of 

volunteers, hopefully with longer opening hours, and giving access to local people to local services, 

district and county council consultations and providing visits from housing or benefits officers for 

example, saving people having to go to Dorchester or Blandford. 

A job club would also be set up to provide access to local jobs for local people and the car park would 

become Stalbridge’s transport hub. 

Funding for the project would come partly from the Stalbridge precept, but a bequest puts the T.C. in a 

unique position to build the library extension and the cost of 8 Ring Street, the current offices, would be 

saved.  The library building is currently exempt from business rates and the Friends of Stalbridge 

Library are currently negotiating with the county library service to continue receiving books. The library 

is well supported by Stalbridge and the surrounding villages and it is very important to keep it running. 

There is also a plan to set up a Community Partnership for Stalbridge, taking in the satellite villages 

which include Stourton Caundle.  This would give access to funding bids for playparks and affordable 

housing, for example, which are not available to Parish Councils.  Mr. Carr-Jones invited a 

representative from Stourton Caundle to join the partnership.  

Allotments 

John Waltham reported a successful year for the allotments which will be in full use again this year.  

Allotmenteers enjoyed a dinner in February. The Parish Council had looked into possibly taking over the 

control of the allotments from the District Council but this seems very complicated and there are 

concerns over the costs which might be incurred for fencing and insurance in particular. 

Events Committee 

John reported that some of the residue of the Community Fund would be used to help pay for the 

Jubilee party on 3 June and suggested the committee might be started up again to increase the fund 

again and put some events back on the village calendar.  Richard Miles said there would be enough 

money to pay for another children’s outing in 2012 but not in 2013. 

Diamond Jubilee Tree Planting 

Tim Villiers listed the landowners and sites around the village who had planted 420 saplings of ash, 

silver birch, wild cherry, common oak and beech to mark the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.    

  Diamond Jubilee Tree Planting continued 

The trees now become the property and responsibility of the landowners. One extra oak, grown on the 

Queen’s Sandringham Estate in Norfolk has been planted in the playarea in memory of Mr Ted Foxwell 

the former and last headmaster of the village school who died in 2011.  More trees are available from 

the Woodland Trust at no cost for autumn 2012 planting. 

Footpath Liaison Officer 

Janie Harris reported no major problems although there were a few unsteady stiles between Brimble 

and Cat Lane.  Unfortunately the dog excrement problem has got worse on this path between the 

houses.  Concerns were expressed about the known health risks to farm animals from dog poo.  

Footpaths near Woodrow Farm have been planted over with maize for the second year running. 

Garden Club 

Nikki Hale reported a further successful year with over 60 members.  Outings to Rosemoor Gardens in 

Devon and Penselwood were planned and a variety of speakers from Thorngrove and Castle Gardens for 

example on topics such as peonies and irises and orchids,  between October and May.  The May Tree at 

The Pound has been underplanted and partially pruned and more pruning will be done in the Autumn.  

The Village Show has been moved to 25 August 25 this year to try and encourage more children to 

enter and will be followed by a Mad Hatters Tea Party. 



Homewatch 

Keith Murphy warned parishioners to be aware of security during the long hot summer days.  He 

reported an incident where car tyres had been deliberately damaged near Jubilee Oak which the 

police were investigating and would appreciate any information from the public. 

Parochial Church Council Churchwardens’ Report 

Services continue to be on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month with the 5th Sunday service, when it 

occurs, held at one of the four Benefice churches. 

In Advent, we again asked people to decorate their windows and Bishops Caundle school designed 

the window in the church as they did last year. 

During the summer holidays we had two ‘crafty church’ sessions in the church for the children with 

general messy activities.  Bread making was particularly popular. Thank you to everyone involved 

with flowers, church opening, cleaning and generally helping with events and, of course, to the Rev 

William Ridding for all his support and guidance through the year. 

Sports Club 

Peter Smith reported a large increase of members up to 35.  There is a snooker club on Mondays, 

badminton on Tuesdays and short mat bowling on Thursdays all in the Village Hall and a village 

tennis tournament in the summer.  Unfortunately the rounders match arranged for summer 2011 was 

rained off. 

Stourton Caundler Magazine 

Chairman, Eric Dummett reported a good year with the magazine being distributed free to every 

house in the village.  There is a full quota of advertisers and some waiting.  A bound set of the first 

96 issues has been given to the Dorset History Centre, and another to keep in the village which has 

slightly depleted funds. The centenary edition was published this month in colour. Eric thanked all the 

team especially Margaret McKay who was retiring after 10 years.  A new printer had been found.  All 

contributors were thanked and it was hoped some new ones would come forward with new ideas as 

well as some new committee members, hopefully younger. 

Village Hall Committee 

Vinny Taylor reported a fairly quiet year for outside lets but good use for village activities. Various 

improvements included some extra electrical sockets and replacement of the committee room water 

heater.  Unfortunately, due to petty pilfering, the locks have been changed on the china cabinets and 

one added to the Welcome Club cupboard 

The water leak between the hall and the cemetery was repaired by Cyril Young and Wessex Water 

generously waived the charge for the lost water.  The meter is now being monitored. 

Thanks to Roger Paull for continuing as the designated licensee and special thanks to Harry Dike for 

all the work he quietly does to maintain the hall. 

Village Hall 100 Club 

Anna Oliver reported that The '100’ Club would not happen without the help at collection times of 

Delia Lane and Fleur Miles.  240 numbers are currently in the Draw which takes place monthly, 

almost invariably, at The Trooper, by kind permission of Kevin and Zena.  Results are published in 

The Stourton Caundler and displayed on all three village noticeboards.  Prizes are delivered by Anna 

by hand.  Collections for the past year have raised £1,444, which has been divided equally between 

the Village Hall funds and monthly draw prizes. 

Village Website 

The attractive and informative website has been very well received and is an excellent source of 

information. 

More details of all the organisations in this report are on the website. 

Welcome Club 

Phil Knott reported a successful year with a membership of 50 who have enjoyed a variety of talks 

ranging from cider making to a sponsored bicycle ride to Barcelona. 

A ‘call-my-bluff’ competition raised funds for the Weldmar Hospice.  Outings had been enjoyed to 

Bowood House and Poole Harbour with a boat trip around the harbour and Portsmouth Royal Naval 

dockyard. Helen Bennett had retired as secretary after six year’s service.  A Christmas bazaar was 

held in November and eagerly awaited outings in 2012 are to the RHS Garden at Wisley, Colyton to 

Seaton Tramway and Milestones Edwardian Theme Park near Basingstoke.  Non-members are 

welcome. 

The club meets every 3rd Wednesday of the month except August and December. 
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Parish Council Chairman’s Report  

Clive Jones, Chairman, reported a typical year with most meetings being called to discuss planning 

applications which ranged from minor alterations to major expansion and one retrospective 

application for change of use. 

The major portion of the budget was spent on grass cutting in the cemetery and play area, followed 

by The Clerk’s salary, and running costs such as insurance.  Mugs had been given to the village 

children to celebrate the Royal Wedding in April 2011 and medals have been purchased for the 

children for this year’s Diamond Jubilee. The precept had been kept at the same level.   

Thanks were due to Tim Villiers for co-ordinating the tree planting and the landowners for setting 

aside the land for the trees.  

The Chairman thanked the councillors and the clerk for their hard work and support. 

 

At the end of the meeting Vinny Taylor thanked the Parish Council for looking after the village. She 

asked if the telephone box could be tidied up.  This is still operational and owned by BT, who had 

intended to close a lot of rural telephone boxes but were prevented from doing so by the 

Government.  Clerk to contact B.T. 

Clive Jones also wished to thank Harry Dike for maintaining, unasked, the village noticeboards. 

Richard Miles expressed concerns about large agricultural machinery driving too fast through the 

village.  Mr. Paull pointed out that tractors have a limited top speed and that speeds can also be 

deceptive because of the size of the machinery. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.40 pm.  

Sue Harris, Clerk 



New arrivals 
We welcome to the village: 
Hugo White and Charlotte Kingsbury at 10A Brimble Cottages 
 
Ren Harket, Lilja-Amellé Harket-Leonard, and Wilem-Tomás Harket-Leonard at  
16 Brimble Cottages 

 

The Chilteners meet the Caundlers 
The village hosted eight friends of Tom Eden from the Chilterns at the end of March for some 
cycling adventures and gastronomic experiences with the recently formed village cycle group.  
Luck was with us as their stay here coincided with one of the finest spells of weather 
experienced in the south-west in recent years, with ultramarine skies and hot sun every day 
from dawn to dusk bringing smiles to all faces; this not only heralded the first T-shirts and 
cycling shorts well ahead of summer but also convinced our visitors from the south-east that 
Dorset weather is always like this in late March.  For B&B we split the group in two with one 
half squeezing into Sunray Cottage with Tom and the lucky ones staying with Anna Oliver at 
Golden Hill Cottage; this was pressure indeed, competing with the highest B&B standards in 
the neighbourhood, with cooked breakfasts anticipated by all. 
After an early lunch at Sunray of roasted local ham with jacket potatoes followed by rhubarb 
& orange crumble with Dorset ice cream, we set off on Wednesday 28 March  for the Plush 
valley and Piddletrenthide, from where we toiled slowly uphill to admire the phallic giant at 
Cerne Abbas.  On the way back to Stourton Caundle we paused at the 17th century 
Almshouse Farm, Hermitage where the owner, Jenny Mayo, provided a traditional Dorset 
Cream Tea, and permitted us to watch the afternoon milking of the 400-strong Holstein-
Friesian cross-breed herd from which much of the produce was destined for Sainsbury’s.  
After 38 miles of Dorset hills and vales in the sunshine that afternoon, we relaxed over an 
excellent meal in the evening at The Trooper. 
 On Thursday March 29, we headed off early down Goathill through the lanes to Haydon 
reaching the Abbey at Sherborne by 10am where Mike Keating, coincidentally a Sustrans 
cycle contact, gave us a private 30-minute guided tour of this glorious masterpiece.  From 
Sherborne we walked the bikes up Cheap Street to show off the town before remounting for 
Corton Denham and coffee with home made apricot flapjacks at elevenses in the Queen’s 
Head – Somerset’s “Cider Pub of the Year for 2012”.  Then there were a few more ups and 
downs through Somerset before we lunched at the Old Inn in Holton.  And soon it was time 
to tackle the ascent from Purse Caundle back to the village on our 40th mile of the day.  That 
evening we all sat in the garden at Sunray Cottage sipping wine in the sunshine with the 
village looking its pristine best; and later we dined at The White Hart in Bishops Caundle. 
Friday 30 March was still unbelievably as fine and balmy as ever in Stourton Caundle. The 
Chilterners waved farewell to the village having loaded the bikes onto car racks for the short 
journey to Mere from where the last half-day’s ride started.  We headed first for Stourhead 
with a coffee break at the National Trust cafe, then on to Maiden Bradley, Shear Water and 
along the Wylye Valley through the Deverills, before climbing up King’s Hill onto South Down.  
But disappointingly for our friends heavy morning mist in south Wiltshire refused to clear 
quickly enough for them to enjoy the superb vistas of the Blackmore Vale from Mere Down.  
We had to be content with an exhilaratingly rapid descent as we tore under the A303 to re-
enter Mere clocking up our 100th mile in three days.  There was just time for a quick pub 
lunch of local farm trout at the George Inn before bidding our friends bon voyage as they 
headed back up the A303 towards the Chilterns.  

        Tom Eden 
 



Sky at night 
The big event in our sky this month is the Transit of Venus across the 
brilliant disc of the sun on the morning of Wednesday 6 June: one such 
transit having taken place on 8 June 2004 and which was well seen by 
many from the village. These particular transits come in pairs. The next 
pair will be in 2117 and 2125 so realistically this is the last chance for 
anyone to witness this very rare event.  Although the planet Venus orbits 
closer to the sun than we do, it is rare that the earth, Venus and the sun 
are exactly lined up in this way. 
 
In former days, observation of the transit was seen as an accurate way of measuring the 
distance to the sun and therefore the distance of most things out in space.  This was why 
Captain Cook accompanied by astronomer Charles Green took the trouble during his first 
voyage around the world (when he mapped New Zealand and discovered and named Botany 
Bay in Australia) to set up telescopes in 1769 around Tahiti so that accurate timings of it 
could be made. Here’s a little known fact: the time taken for the earth to travel 243 times 
around the sun is almost equal to the time for Venus to make 395 revolutions.  So 2012 – 
243 years = 1769.  The date Captain Cook observed this event was 4 June 1769 – almost 
exactly 243 years to the day! 
 
Unfortunately, we are poorly placed to witness this spectacle.  Tahiti is perfectly placed how-
ever!  Here in the village, sunrise will begin at 4.55 am, direction east-north-east. The sil-
houette of the planet will be near the edge of the sun’s disk at that time and will move ap-
pearing to touch the edge of the sun at 5.37 am when the sun has risen just about 4 de-
grees above the horizon. The transit finishes at 5.55 am when Venus will have completely 
moved off the face of the sun.  So you will need to have a really low eastern horizon to 
glimpse the sun. If the weather forecast is good I’ll find a suitable location nearby. 
 
Safety Warning ! 
Looking at the Sun is dangerous and can result in serious eye damage or blindness. The 
danger is NOT because of the transit; it is because it is dangerous to look at the Sun at any 
time without proper eye protection. Anyone contemplating watching this event should get in 
touch with me first – or watch it on the TV news later in the day.       

Richard Miles 

Theatre 
 

‘To be or not to be’, that is the question I keep asking myself after the great feedback we 
received about our first production at the Village Hall in September last year. 
I would like more of the same but this time I would prefer more of the village involved, 
Carolyn is very busy and will take a back seat this time so I would like to ask if anyone is 
interested? I have a fun play in mind which needs a cast of six, all female any ages over 20. 
It would involve one evening per week for the first month then two for the second month 
leading up to a more busy schedule before opening night, late September early October.  
Men, I need you also, I need a set, lights, sound etc.  We are also still looking for a man who 
would consider a two-hander comedy between the ages of 40 and 60.  
We could all have a really fun time together with a very rewarding couple of days on stage 
which could lead on to other things such as a village panto. All proceeds would go to making 
our village hall more performance-friendly.  
Please talk about it amongst your friends and family and give me a call on 363318 if you 
need any more information, or would like to discuss any project along these lines. 
I will invite anyone who is interested for an informal get together and a read of the script at 
our studio, date to be announced. 
 
Break a Leg 

Derek Corlett, Larkrise, Cat Lane 



Welcome Club 
Thirty-six members attended the May meeting of the Welcome Club. 
The guest speaker, The Reverend Trimble, recalled amusing 
occurrences from his time serving as a young curate working in a 
Lancashire mill town; these included the undertaker taking the coffin to 
the wrong church, where another funeral was booked for exactly the 
same time, and a grave that was dug too short to accept the coffin!   
The guest speaker at the next meeting, on the 20 June, will be Mr Robert Curtis and the 
topic, Inn Signs and Dorset Pub Stories. Non-members are welcome at a charge of £1-00 to 
include tea and refreshments. The annual membership fee is £5-00. 
The next outing will take place on 22 June to the Seaton tramway, which runs along the 
former Seaton Junction to Seaton branch railway line through Colyton and Colyford.   Non-
members are welcome; please contact Colin McKay for further details.   

      Phil Knott 

Summer Show and a Mad Hatter’s Tea Party 
In the hope of creating a more inclusive village event the date for the Summer Show has 
been moved to the Bank Holiday, Saturday 25  August. In addition we have added a 
concluding Tea Party themed on the Mad Hatter as one of the new categories in the childrens’ 
section is to make a mad hat! So please put the date in your diary. 
 
The tickets for the tea will be £2 for adults and £1 for children up to 11 years of age. The 
proceeds are to be divided between The Dorset Air Ambulance and The Light Dragoons 
Colonel’s Appeal. 
 
Tickets are available from: 
Jane Onslow  - 362369 
Marjo Walker  - 362207 
Howard ffitch  - 250120 
 
So that we can donate as much 
as possible we are hoping that 
some of the scrumptious 
domestic produce made for the 
show and then often kindly 
given to the auction, can be 
used for the tea instead. (The 
raffle and the auction proceeds of the remaining produce will go to the same charities). 
 
The schedule for the show with all the categories will be distributed with the next issue of The 
Stourton Caundler.         

Howard ffitch 



Recipe 
Asparagus and sorrel soup 

Ingredients 

Method 

Chop the asparagus trimmings roughly. Melt the butter in a saucepan and cook the onion 
and garlic until tender without browning. Add the shredded sorrel and stir until it 
collapses to a mush. 
 
Sprinkle the flour over, stir for a few seconds then a little at a time mix in the water and 
or stock. Add the asparagus and salt and pepper. Simmer for 20 minutes. 
 
Process or puree until smooth, then sieve to get rid of stringy fibres. Just before serving 
re-heat gently and add the cream and herbs if using! 
 
Adjust seasoning and serve. 
 
This is really tasty and simple and spring-like !!!!!   

Amelia Perkins  

175 g asparagus trimmings 
40 g butter 
1 onion chopped 
1 garlic chopped 
1 handful of sorrel 
1 tbsp. flour 

600 ml water left from cooking or 
asparagus water and chicken stock  
salt and pepper 
50 ml whipping or double cream 
1 tbsp. fresh chervil or chives chopped 


