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Onwards into summer 

This issue of the magazine is prefaced by yet another lovely, topical and local painting by a talented 

village artist – thank you, Carolyn.  It leads into an eclectic mix of articles: Richard Miles describes the 

re-thatching of Grange Cottage, one of the few thatched buildings left in the village where 100 years 

ago thatch was the normal roofing.  Richard also urges all to support the initiative to ensure the village 

does not miss out on super-fast broadband.  Lucy Jones gives an account of her day as a trainee 

veterinary nurse, while John Waltham updates us on horticultural developments and a mystery in the 

Brimble area.   

We hope that the variety provides something for everyone to enjoy while THE STOURTON 

CAUNDLER team take a welcome break before producing the next issue at the end of August.  

Meanwhile the Village Show, Dorset Historic Churches Trust annual Ride & Stride and a Turkey & Tinsel 

trip are on the horizon. 

Finally, the warmer weather brings the delights of the harvest in both fields and gardens – I had hoped 

to provide a recipe for a sublime food appropriately named ‘Summer Pudding’, with principal 

ingredients being  summer currants and berries.    It will certainly be on my ’death-row last meal’ 

wish-list!  But space in this double issue is at a premium and so I can only urge you to find a recipe in a 

book or on the internet  (google ‘summer pudding’ to find several recipes).  Just remember to buy 

some cream to  go with it – enjoy!               

Tim Villiers 

Parish Council 

At the A.G.M. of the Parish Council following the Annual Parish Meeting (see p. 14 onwards), Clive 

Jones was elected Chairman and Hedley Walker Vice-Chairman. 

Following the A.G.M., the Parish Council considered a planning application for an extension at 11 

Brimble Cottages.  There were no objections and the application was recommended for approval. 

NDDC have granted permission for an extension at Berry Cottage.  This had been objected to by the 

Parish Council, in contrast to the approval of the previous similar application, in order to emphasise the 

objections to the overlooking window and potential parking problems that appeared to have been 

disregarded in the application. 

A number of matters have arisen in correspondence which will be agenda items at the next meeting.  

These include a suggestion for the village to adopt the telephone box and turn it into a mini lending 

library, suggestions for a 40
th

 anniversary consultation to consider improvements to the Village Hall, 

and a request for the Parish Council to contribute towards the cost of  hosting the village website in 

order to improve it; the cost is currently covered by THE STOURTON CAUNDLER magazine. 

Several copies of the Parish Plan have now been bound to match THE STOURTON CAUNDLER 

magazines and will be kept in the village for reference. 

The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 8 pm on Wednesday 10 July in the Village Hall.  

          Sue Harris, Clerk 

Any articles or correspondence published in this magazine do not necessarily reflect the 

views of the Committee or the Editor. Reproduction of any articles is prohibited without 

the prior permission of the Editor. 



The June draw took place on 12 June 2013 at The Trooper.  The winning numbers were: 

 

First Prize:   £25.00 No.134  Lawrie Yandell 

Second Prize:  £20.00 No.195  Jackie Chappell 

Third Prize:   £15.00 No.206  Andrew Oliver 

Fourth Prize:  £10.00 No.73  Stella Wheeler 

 

The next monthly draw will take place at The Trooper on Wednesday 17 July at about 9 pm.   

                 Anna Oliver 

 

Village Hall ‘100’ Club monthly draw   

Weather report for May 

Rainfall        2013          2012     20-year average 

  49 mm / 1.93 in  29 mm / 1.14 in  60.5 mm / 2.38 in 

  

Temperature (°C)         Maximum           Minimum   Average 

        High        Low       High          Low 

2013    23.6 (31
st

)    12.2 (14
th

)  11.5 (21
st

)    2.6 (2
nd

)     12.1 

2012    26.2 (25
th

)   10.7 (5
th

)  17.0 (25
th

)   2.2 (16
th

)     13.3 

Richard Miles / Sue  Molesworth 

Village concert 

The date for the biennial Stourton Caundle village concert has now been set. It will be held on Sat-

urday 28 September in the Village Hall. The precise start time will depend on how many different 

performances we have to fit into the evening – I’ve already been told of several, but there is al-

ways room for more, so if you live in the village and feel you have something to offer us, then get 

in touch with me on 362890. This is us entertaining ourselves, and it only happens once every 730 

nights, so don’t miss the opportunity to take part in front of the stage or behind it, as part of the 

audience, or all three.                       

 John Waltham  

 

 

 

 

14 September  Dorset Historic Churches Trust ‘Ride     

    and Stride’ fund raising event.     

 
   Sponsorship forms from Olivia Bastable 

 



A day in the life of … a student veterinary nurse 

I usually start work at either 8am or 9am depending on the day.  As a student 

veterinary nurse I attend college every Tuesday (for the next two years), as 

well as working a full-time job at the practice where I learn all the practical 

skills I’ll need to become a veterinary nurse.  The practice I work at deals with 

small animals (anything from a hamster to a Great Dane) as well as equine, so 

I get to work with most animals. 

If I start at 8am the first jobs are to unlock the practice, switch the answer-

machine off, start up the computer system, check on the in-patients to make 

sure everyone is comfortable and get everything ready to start admitting 

patients for 8.30am.  Once everything is ready to go, the next job will include 

giving the in-patients their medication as directed by the vet under 

supervision, along with food, water and giving their kennels a good clean out.  

All inpatients normally enjoy a good bit of TLC first thing in the morning 

especially those who aren’t feeling quite themselves, so it’s always important to make sure we spend time 

with them. 

We start admitting patients between 8.30-9am; these patients could be in for any number of reasons.  Usually 

it’s a routine operation such a spay or a castration, but it can range from this to x-rays being taken of the 

patient or even an amputation of a limb! While admitting patients we explain the consent form to the owners 

and answer any queries they may have about the procedure that is going to happen.  

Consultations start at 9am and tend to run through to around 10.30am.  At the beginning of the day we will 

decide between the nurses who will be on reception and who will be the ops nurse.  If I am helping out on ops 

I will prepare for any operations that are going to take place that day during consulting time; this will include 

weighing the animal so I can draw up the correct amount of drugs (with supervision) that the vet will need for 

the procedure to go ahead. The kit I need to get ready will depend upon the surgical procedure happening  

that day but I make sure everything is sterile with the anaesthetic machines turned on and ready to go.  

While consultations are still taking place the vet may call for assistance at any time. This could be to do 

anything from holding a patient while they examine it or restraining the patient while the vet takes blood.  I 

then run the blood tests on the in-house blood machines; these can take anything between two and ten 

minutes to run depending upon the test needed and which machine is being used. In between all of this, we 

are answering the phone, giving advice, booking in appointments for later consultations or sometimes even 

dealing with emergencies. 

Once consultations have finished for the morning we will then start on the ops.   The number of ops we have 

scheduled and the types of surgical procedures to be carried out determines the time it’s going to take us.  

Normally we finish before 1pm but sometimes we run slightly over! 

During the afternoon we once again run consultations from 2-3pm and then again from 4-6pm. Once a month 

as nurses we will run a puppy party from 2pm-3pm.  This is where we go through things like pet insurance, 

neutering, microchiping, feeding and socialisation. It’s a great way for puppies to learn to interact with one 

another and different people, but of course great fun for us too as we get  to play with all the puppies! 

Being a veterinary nurse is great fun and it’s always been a dream of mine to work with animals, especially as 

every day is so different and you never know exactly what might happen during that day.  But like any job, 

there’s normally a downside and that’s when we have to put animals to sleep; it never gets easier as each 

animal is different and you get attached to each and every individual.  

Although it can be hard work at times, working full time, being on out-of-hours call and with college work on 

top of all that, it’s a really satisfying job putting all your effort into sick animals and just watching them 

improve day after day then once again being reunited with their owners. I’m happy to say that I really do 

enjoy my job.            

 Lucy Jones 



The Trooper Inn Beer and Cider festival : 25 – 27 May 

You can imagine how distraught I was at being asked by our editor to review a beer and cider festival. 

After much arm twisting, dead legging and chinese burning I eventually gave in. 

I must first congratulate Kevin and Zena on being awarded the prestigious CAMRA Wessex Pub of the 

Year 2013, a worthy accolade and it seems to have attracted followers of this organization as there were 

several in attendance on Sunday afternoon to sample the many ales and ciders on offer. Beers with 

names such as Cotleigh Lemon Ace, Ringwood Best and Town Mill Lyme Gold indicate a local selection of 

fine ales, as do ciders like Blackmore Medium or Dry. Some of the ciders in particular were quite strong 

with Hogans Perry at 7.5% being the most potent! 

A white marquee was set up in front of the pub in which there was a small bar with tables and chairs; this 

is where most of the performers entertained the enthusiastic patrons. There was an abundance of quality 

entertainment on offer, an acoustic duo named ‘US’ were the act for Saturday night. 

I am particularly disappointed at missing the ‘Jazz on Sunday’ afternoon as I hear they had the usual line-

up but with the addition of trumpet and trombone; 

everyone told me they sounded excellent. On Sunday 

evening, the group ‘The Stanleys’ provided the night’s live 

set. On Monday I dragged myself down again to find John 

Waltham and friends in fine voice in an impromptu sing-

song in the bar. This was followed by the most amusing 

morris dancing I have witnessed, largely due to Bert the 

dog making life difficult for the Wessex Morris Men before 

scampering off with his tail between his legs when it all got 

a bit noisy. It was great fun, very colourful and musical.  

In conclusion I believe there was something for everyone 

this year and it was great to see The Trooper at its very 

best.                           

Derek Corlett 

Garden tips 

Cut back hardy geraniums to ground level after the first flush of flowers.  This will 

encourage new growth and further flowering later in the summer.  

Stop outdoor tomatoes after 4/5 trusses. Trusses in excess of that are unlikely to ripen.  

However, the green fruit will be welcome for the chutney makers.  

Broadband 

Did you know that our government is spending £530 million of tax payers' 

money to install Superfast Broadband across England and Scotland? 

I am writing to warn villagers that there is a high risk that we as a village 

may miss out on this investment as we are about 3 miles from the 

exchange, unless we do something to make ourselves noticed. 

The current plan is to provide access to superfast broadband for only 95% 

of premises in Dorset by 2015. If you don't want Stourton Caundle to be in 

the unfortunate 5% who are not so provided for, then please register your 

interest in faster broadband, by visiting: 

http://www.dorsetforyou.com/superfast-dorset/register-interest 

7,295 people have already done so and the more who register, the more 

likely we are to see an improvement in our internet speeds locally.             

 Richard Miles 



The Brimble Mystery – an update on the allotments 

It was with horror that I realised I’d missed the Parish Meeting, and with it the opportunity to acquaint you 

all with the disturbing events that have been occurring down at the bottom of Brimble. Perhaps the worry 

of it all was what took my mind off the meeting. 

But before I move on to that relatively recent development, I should just review what’s been going on 

down at the allotments since I last wrote.  Last year was, as we all know, a very difficult one weather-wise, 

and it left the ground in very poor heart and was somewhat dispiriting for all of us in the group. Despite 

that, we had a surprisingly good result with some crops – broad beans and beetroot come to mind among 

others – but things like potatoes and carrots didn’t like it at all, and many plants just gave up the ghost 

altogether. A few people left us during the winter for various reasons, but the numbers were made up by 

others wishing to join by the time we got to our allotment year’s start, which is in February. As usual, at 

our meeting then we discussed how things had gone, suggestions were made as to what we might grow 

this year and how we might organise ourselves to ensure that the weeding, etc  got done. 

Although he’s left our little band, Keith Murphy kindly visited the Westland Garden Club and we were able 

to get much of our seed at their heavily discounted rates. Having hired a rotovator for the initial working 

down of the ground, we were made the most generous offer of one on loan from a regular visitor to the 

village, John Neville-Rolfe of King’s Stag. So the whole round of sowing, hoeing and growing is in full swing 

again, and things don’t look too bad down there. 

I had understood from Gerry Holdstock that (after last year’s weather) he was going to try growing rice 

this year, and I was looking forward to seeing him with his trousers rolled up and one of those conical 

Chinese hats on, wading through his crop. But he’s abandoned this idea, and has instead constructed a 

ditch around his ground that wouldn’t shame Maiden Castle, presumably to keep pumpkin pilferers at bay. 

Meanwhile, his allotment neighbour Neil Gillard has been so busy gallivanting round the country that I’m 

finding out just how high the seed heads on last year’s parsnips will grow when left to their own devices. 

Next door to these two, Linda Walters’ fruit growing venture looks a picture. I like the idea of carpeting the 

ground to keep the weeds at bay – the floral designs on the carpet make a 

wonderful display – maybe someone could use the idea for a roll-out garden for 

Chelsea next year? 

On the whole, we enjoy a very good relationship with all our neighbours around 

the allotments, and this is one of the pleasures of the job for many of us – on 

occasions, I’ve been offered cups of tea and even cans of beer, and this should 

be encouraged. So I’m sorry to have to report that we came close to falling out 

with some of our neighbours when a fire was lit one evening and thick smoke 

enveloped some of the houses closest to us. Having gone round and apologised 

to most of the affected householders (those who were at home), I’d like to 

assure those I didn’t get to see that there will be no more bonfires on the 

allotments in future. 

There is always something else to be done on the allotments, and it is this that 

brings me back to what’s been worrying us of late. We’re quite a close-knit 

group, and so we notice if anything’s astray or if someone’s missing; there have 

been murmurs of concern that one of our number, who has  so consistently 

spent a great deal of time on the allotments in the past (so he says…) has not 

been seen at all this year so far. So this article is, in a way, an appeal to all of 

you; we need help to find him. Unfortunately, it’s been so long since he’s been 

seen that his name’s been forgotten, but I do have a picture of him, which I 

attach in the hope that it will jog a few memories. Let’s hope he’s OK.   

                       

John Waltham 



Naturally thinking 

It wasn’t until the second person asked me whether we’d had many bees in the garden that I realised that we 

hadn’t – apart from bumble bees and the little ones that live in our lawn.  Then I heard on the radio that the 

stocks are down by a third.  That really is serious.  Farmers and growers of all sorts have had enough problems 

over the past few years without having the additional worry of lack of help from their furry little friends to 

pollinate their crops.   As well as the Varroa virus and various other attacks on their welfare – including hive 

rustling of all things – for the last two years they have had such awful weather to contend with.  Bees are not 

happy in bad weather.  Looking on the internet, I see there have been worries about the effects on bees due to 

the extraordinary goings-on with our weather for several years, but last summer and this winter combined 

meant that there was virtually a whole year when bees were confined to their hives.  If the weather is so cold 

that they can’t actually go out, they suffer what is known as ‘isolation starvation’ when the bees cluster very 

closely together to keep the hive temperature up.  When they do this, they consume their stores of honey 

which should be kept for more useful purposes, like feeding the broods. 

The most vital member of the bee colony, is, of course,  the queen.  Consider her plight  when the weather is so 

changeable; she might not be able to execute her mating flight properly.  If she’s not properly mated she will 

lay only drones (males), and a hive full of drones and no workers (females) is no use at all.  The colony will 

starve.   

Working in the garden in mid-June, I noticed that there were a few bumble bees and one single wild bee 

enjoying some of the flowers, but not a single honey bee.  Perhaps we ought to start a Stourton Caundle bee 

colony somewhere (not that I’m in any position to help with it!)  Editor’s comment:  there are a few hives in the 

Woodrow Farm area and, as bees can fly up to three miles to find nectar and pollen, we might see some here in 

the village if there are no sources closer to the hives. However, it is understood that two or three villagers are 

considering acquiring colonies and so the local situation may be better next year.  

Along the lane to Bishops Caundle, Janie came across an oddity –  two deer ahead of her making no attempt to 

leap out of the way until she was a couple of yards away.  Not that odd you may think.  Well, no, except that 

one was a roe and one a fallow.  Anyone know if they interbreed or were they just being pally?    

Janie is creating a wild flower corridor on the banks outside her cottage and all sorts of interesting things are 

coming up.  Inside her garden she has made a rustic arch from Old Man’s Beard.  She has tied it together with 

string but is battling with sparrows that are untying it as fast as she ties it up.  She’s giving in at last and 

replacing string by wire.  Even Janie can’t beat nature.    

At the end of May, I had word from another friend who watched up to 30 buzzards feeding in a newly ploughed 

field.  I have wondered many a time why there are sometimes so many in a group. Now I have the answer.  He 

says that in some ways they are like vultures, being mainly scavengers and relying on spotting a likely food 

source from some distance.  Once they home in on it they appear to tolerate each other.   He is someone who 

knows all about birds.  He once measured a kestrel’s hunting flight from tree to target (probably a beetle) at 

well over 200 yards!   

By early June the nightingale’s song had changed from singing for a mate to a territorial song once it had a nest.  

We drove to the first big gate in the King’s Stag road at about 10pm one evening in early June, and right on cue, 

one broke into song for all of the ten minutes we stayed to listen.  I have a feeling that’s the last we’ll hear of 

them this year.    

Bird lovers though we might be, Brian and I are getting heartily sick of the families of crows, jackdaws, pigeons 

and collar doves that daily arrive to plunder fat balls and nuts at the feeding stations.  I keep threatening them 

with shouts of 'pies' and 'patés' and the like, but they take no notice.  Brian has even bought two water pistols 

to deter them – don’t worry, they’re never in the right place at the right time.  And they make such a noise.  

There are about seven or eight jackdaws that gather on our roof making the sort of racket that jackdaws make, 

at about 4 am.  No wonder Janie is complaining that they are joining in the dawn chorus.  Is it just our end of 

the village or are we all plagued with the things?  

I don’t pretend to be an aficionado of  mammal droppings, but I must confess that if I notice something unusual 

on our lawn I get a ripple of excitement.  One morning we found something different.  It was twisted with a 

tapering end and I think it was probably a fox.  The best way to identify this would have been to sniff it, but I’m 

not into sniffing the things.  If it were a fox I should be quite pleased.  It might discourage the wretched 

jackdaws.    

              Margaret Waddingham 



2013 Annual Parish Meeting  

Wednesday, 22 May 2013 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall  

 

Alban Harris welcomed 13 parishioners, six members of the Parish Council and District Councillor Batty-

Smith to the meeting. Tom Jackson from South Western Ambulance Association also attended. 

Apologies were received from O. Simon, V. Taylor, J. Harris, District Councillor Carr-Jones and newly-

elected County Councillor Pauline Batstone. 

The minutes of the 2012 meeting were approved and signed. 

Matters Arising from the 2012 minutes: C. Jones was the Parish Council representative for the Stalbridge 

Community Project and one meeting had been held so far which he had attended. 

District Councillor Batty-Smith reported progress in Stalbridge with the new extension to the library up to 

schedule.   The building would be used to broaden the scope of the old community office, maintaining all 

the existing facilities and would include a 72” plasma screen for projecting plans which could be used by 

Stourton Caundle as well.  This could prevent the need for the purchase of a digital projector.  Tony Bishop 

was to head a sub-committee to sort out priorities involving neighbouring parishes.  Volunteers are 

welcome to help out, one or two mornings a month. 

The library is now run by volunteers and membership has increased. 

Retiring County Councillor, David Fox, in reply to a letter of thanks from the Parish Council, paid tribute ‘to 

all who have served the community with such dogged commitment over the years.  Stourton Caundle has 

a remarkable vitality as a community and many active villagers.’ 

Representatives from village organisations had been invited to give a brief statement about the year’s 

activities: 

Allotments:  Allotment users present reported the allotments plots alive and well used. 

Defibrillator: Generous donations from the village, co-ordinated by Vinny Taylor,   have covered the cost 

of the defibrillator and some of the cost of the cupboard; the balance has been paid by the Parish Council.  

Thanks are due to Kevin and Zena for the site, centrally at The Trooper Inn. Martyn Bond has installed the 

electrical connection free of charge. A training drop-in session is to be held on the 19 June, to be run by 

Tom Jackson from South Western Ambulance Association. 

Diamond Jubilee Tree Planting:  Tim Villiers reported a further 420 saplings had been planted in the spring 

of 2013 including one oak sapling grown on the Queen’s estates, which had been planted in the graveyard. 

Footpaths: Janie Harris has been reporting faulty stiles and repairs are being carried out.  Janie herself 

tried to keep them from becoming too overgrown. 

Garden Club:  Chairman, Howard Ffitch, reported a lively year for 60 members, with talks, visits, the 

Garden Club Show and Supper.  There are plans for a spring plant sale in 2014 and thoughts about a village 

Open Gardens event if fund raising is required. 

Homewatch: Keith Murphy continues to keep parishioners in touch with the Homewatch news and 

information, which is much appreciated. 

Parochial Church Council: Jane Colville reported good support for the church, with the normal two 

services a month and expressed gratitude to William and Colette for their help and support.  Gill Sanders 

and Jane are giving up as church wardens after nine and eleven years respectively, David Jeanes is taking 

over as one of the new wardens.  The church has had a major redecoration and a big 'thank you' is due to 

Eric Dummett and his team of helpers.  Jimmy Eeles has repaired the weathervane, the clock has been 

completely overhauled, and some new electrical sockets installed. 

Sports Club:  Gerry Holdstock reported a membership of 40; the club offers badminton, snooker and table 

tennis as well as short mat bowling. Gerry is retiring as secretary after 24 years.  All ages are very 

welcome. 

 



Sourton Caundler Magazine:  Chairman, Eric Dummett reported distribution of the usual ten issues to 

all households during the year, some using colour, and a second edition of the Village Directory.  Varied 

articles ftrom regular and occasional contributors were welcomed and thanks extended to the hard 

working committee, especially editor Tim Villiers.  An increase in costs has been partly covered by 

additional advertising income. 

Village Hall Committee: Vinny Taylor reported a quiet year with not many outside lets, although the 

hall is used on most weekdays for village activities.  The polling station will, in future be in the 

committee room to avoid disrupting regular events; a move welcomed by those manning the polling 

station recently.  Future plans include new windows in the main hall and plastering and painting part of 

the wall behind the stage to enable slide and PowerPoint projections.  Thanks to the committee, 

Secretary Anita, Treasurer Oliver, Letting Officer Jackie, and Anna and Delia who run the 100 Club 

raising much needed funds.  The committee also wish to thank Gerry Holdstock for auditing the 

accounts and Roger Paull who continues as the designated licensee. Special thanks to Harry Dike who 

quietly does so much to keep the hall in good order. 

Village Hall 100 Club: Anna Oliver reported membership of 238 which provides £700 to the hall and the 

same amount in prizes.  Thanks to Delia and Fleur for their help and Kevin and Zena for the hugely 

exciting monthly draws at The Trooper. 

Village Website:  Gerry Holdstock reported 1150 hits during April.  A new domain host company had 

been recommended due to current problems which would involve an additional cost which possibly 

the Parish Council might meet. 

Welcome Club:  Secretary, Phil Knott provided a detailed report of the 50-strong club’s activities with a 

variety of talks ranging from local history, Sarah Challis’s father’s wartime service as an RAF film 

cameraman with Bomber Command and a journey through Africa.  Three outings had taken place, a 

jumble sale, Christmas Fayre and a Christmas lunch. 

Parish Council Chairman’s Report.  Alban Harris reported an average year with two multiple 

application planning issues which had caused concern.  The Butts plans had caused confusion by 

showing extra properties which the Parish Council was then told to ignore.  NDDC did approve a major 

enlargement of the house and an enlarged access.  Berry Cottage had already had part of the 

application granted for a garage, the Parish Council were concerned about a large extension which 

would have blocked rear access causing limited parking, and a window which would overlook a 

neighbouring property.  This application was subsequently withdrawn and replaced with a slightly 

narrower building allowing rear access, which the Parish Council did approve subject to concerns about 

parking and the window.  This was replaced by a third set of plans which were considered as a fresh 

application; objected to by the Parish Council as access, parking and the window had not been 

addressed.  These plans were approved by NDDC. 

The defibrillator is almost ready for use, thanks to Vinny for co-ordinating the fund raising and Kevin 

and Zena for the site. 

The precept had to be set at the last minute due to confusion from NDDC.  There is a concern that in 

future this will be capped but councillors did not feel the need for an increase just because of this 

possibility, reserves are healthy at present, although there is always a risk of something unforeseen. 

Any Other Business:   

Jane Colville raised the possibility of adopting the telephone box and using it as a mini library. 

Eric Dummett thanked Hedley Walker for arranging the savings on heating oil. 

Anna Oliver asked about signpost maintenance; this will be looked into. 

Time of Closure: The meeting closed at 8.26 pm. 

————————— 



Thatching at Grange Cottage 

Once every 20 years or so, a wheat-reed thatched roof such as the one at Grange Cottage on 

Golden Hill has to be re-thatched. After a small repair job around the chimney a few years ago, we 

knew that we had to bite the bullet sooner or later and have the two roofs making up the cottage 

redone. Having booked with Edward Coney some 18 months ahead of time, our turn came one cold 

March morning earlier this year when two of his very able men, Andrew Shaw and Paul Chapman, 

set to and began stripping away the top layer of wheat reed from the roof on the old cottage 

before building it up again with some 14” thickness of new material, ours being sourced from near 

Martock in Somerset. Although generally a bit cold and windy, they managed to avoid any seriously 

wet weather and after more than nine weeks of continuous work, the job was finally finished. 

I must go on record in saying that I have every admiration for the skill of Andrew and Paul who 

persevered in all weathers to produce such a splendid work of art as can be seen in the attached 

picture. Thatching is a craft like no other and you would be amazed at how much work is involved 

to complete even a single square metre of the stuff. In bygone times (before about 1820 when slate 

began to be used as a roofing material), most cottages in England were thatched with Long Straw, 

which was laid on rather loosely and had a characteristic shaggy look. It was relatively 

straightforward to construct such a roof, the raw material was available locally, and in those days  it 

was  more or less used everywhere for both housing, barns, stores, etc. Roofs constructed in 

Combed Wheat Reed on the other hand require a very different approach to produce the finished 

article and much goes on which is hidden from view beneath the surface. Twists of six or seven 

reeds are used as a straw ‘bond’ to tie a bundle of thatch to the roof. These are then secured in 

place using twisted hazel spars with up to 25 spars used in every square metre. Sways in the form of 

steel rods (formerly hazel was used) run horizontally across the rafters and nowadays rust-proof 

screw ties are used in place of the old forged iron crooks to fix the sways to the timber roof rafters 

thereby firmly holding down the reed. The thatch is gradually built up in 

this way and a legget tool is used to dress the thatch, i.e. to hit the end of 

the reeds so as to push them into position. Although many types of Long 

Straw have been used in the past (Red Standard being a popular one), 

when it comes to Wheat Reed only one type, namely Maris Widgeon, 

produced without the aid of artificial fertilisers, has been used for 

thatching in recent years. When harvested, the wheat passes through a 

special comber yielding long, straight and therefore strong stems. If you look at the butt-end of the 

stem with a magnifying glass you will see that it comprises two parts: an inner cylindrical woody 

tube which provides the strength, and an outer leafy sheath which protects the stem and helps to 

shed water following rain. For the ridge, sausage-like rolls of wheat reed 4"-8" in diameter are used 

to build up the ridge to a sharp apex prior to capping. This can be finished flush to the surface of the 

roof with minimal decoration, or raised in the form of an ornamental cut block decorated with a 

crossed or herring bone pattern made from long twisted hazel spars. The bottom edge of the ridge 

block is cut to a pattern using wavy-bladed shears, which as they cut performs the neat trick of 

lining up all the stems to produce an even finish. So there you have it, a potted account of 

thatching. I do wish we had many more thatched roofs here in Stourton Caundle and elsewhere in 

Dorset – it is a fine trade and would employ more local people. Wishful thinking, I know!              

Richard Miles 

  

  



Sky at night 

I have to admit that July and August will be relatively undistinguished as far as matters 

celestial go this year. There is only one bright planet on display and that is Venus, which will 

be easily visible in the evening sky about one hour after sunset if not earlier. 

Back in 2008, I wrote about the so-called “Evening Star” in this column, and the fact that 

Dorset poet and polymath, William Barnes, wrote a poem about “The Evenen Star 

O'Zummer” published back in 1844 in his “Poems of Rural Life in the Dorset Dialect”. 

Certainly for rural communities back then (before the electric light was invented!), the planet Venus was 

considered quite a sight to behold. It also attracted the moniker, the “Morning Star”, as some years the 

planet is really only visible as a brilliant object rising in the east ahead of the sun in the early morning. But 

then again, few of us these days are up before the lark and in a position to see Venus in all her morning 

glory. 

It is also worth mentioning the Perseid meteor shower which, regular as clockwork, turns up to delight 

sky watchers every year, reaching a maximum display of about 80 meteors per hour on 12 August. This 

year’s display is favourable as the moon won’t be around to interfere with its own particular form of light 

pollution. Meteors from this shower will be visible streaking through our skies any time between about 1 

and 18 August and will best be seen after midnight.  Although meteors are sometimes called “shooting 

stars”, they are not stars in any sense of the word but merely grains of dust which occupy space and 

which happen to hit the Earth’s atmosphere whilst travelling at the enormous speed of 36 miles per 

second, becoming incandescent for a second or two in the process.     

Richard Miles 

Welcome Club 

Thirty-one members attended the June meeting of the Welcome Club. David Andrews took members on a 

journey though the popular music of the 1960s, recalling the major national and international events of the 

time and the part that popular music played in the cultural revolution that took place during this decade.          

The next meeting on 17 July will be a car treasure hunt, starting from the Village Hall car park at 2pm and 

ending at Manor Farm by the kind invitation of Mr and Mrs Simon.        

      

  Phil Knott 

New arrivals 

We welcome to the village:  Clare and Matt Litchfield and Yasmin at Charterhay. 

 

Golf 

Stourton Caundle League of Golfers : Folke , 16 June 

1.  John Kewley.  2=.  Martyn Bond, Lawrie Yandell. 



St Peter’s Church  

Helen Bennett’s lovely photo shows the full effect of the church’s internal redecoration, 

described by Andrew Oliver in the last issue of THE STOURTON CAUNDLER.  Do go in to 

have a look – the improvement is quite marked! 

Defibrillator  

The defibrillator, which has very clear step-by step instructions, has been installed at The 

Trooper (right-hand outside wall of the porch) and, following drop-in training sessions 

attended by a number of villagers on 19 June, is now available for use by all.   BUT if you do 

need to use it, ring 999 first! 

 

Homewatch 

Within the last month there have been reports of burglaries from commercial premises on 

the Gibbs Marsh Trading Estate and from motor vehicles in Marnhull.  You are therefore 

reminded to ensure that houses, sheds and other premises are properly secured at all times 

and that no attractive or valuable items are left where they can be seen and so become a 

target for thieves.   The police non-emergency number is 101 

          Keith Murphy 


