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Please present all contributions for the next  issue to the Editor by 12 noon on  20 January 2012  

by e-mail if possible.  E-mail address : thecaundler@hotmail.co.uk.  Please use only “Word” 

document format (.doc) when sending contributions.  

The Stourton Caundler team hope that you will read on and enjoy what you find; we 
wish all our readers a very Happy Christmas and best wishes for the New Year.        



Greetings 
Welcome to the Christmas Edition of the magazine. Richard Miles’s unusual photograph on the 
front cover,  taken from the Stalbridge Road around one thousand metres away  from the 
action, is a timely reminder of just how cold it was this time last year. After the mild and dry 
autumn we have enjoyed this year,  it is something of a surprise to find that Christmas is fast 
approaching (perhaps it is a sign of my increasing age!). 
 
You will find a number of articles in this edition looking back at recent events and  others 
looking forward to different aspects of the festive period. The Rector writes about the 
importance and place of love in our lives as we celebrate Christmas, while Helen Harris 
suggests ways of enjoying the remains of the turkey should there be any left after the 
Christmas dinner.  There are also some  ‘not to be missed’ dates for your diary, as well as 
some seasonal greetings. 
 

  Tim Villiers 

Christmas Frenzy 
There are beds to make up and there’s dusting to do,  

carpets to vacuum and polishing too 
for the family is coming for Christmas Day 

and the house must look shining and festive and gay.  
There’s shopping to shop for,  

money to fritter on patés and salmon  
and fruits all a-glitter. 

And puddings to boil and shortbreads to bake, 
sausage rolls and mince pies 

and dark, rich fruit cake.  
There’s holly to pick, decorations to fix,  
a wreath for the door and icing to mix, 
and presents to buy and paper as well,  

gift tags and ribbons – whatever shops sell.  
Then the presents need wrapping, cards to the post,  

deck pictures with holly – a job I like most.  
Turkey to stuff, gifts to deliver,  

Christmas Eve finds me weary with legs all a-quiver, 
 supper to make and the tree to adorn,  
carollers singing, a knock on the door…. 

 
And here is our family at the end of their miles 

with their wide arms outstretching  
and dearly loved smiles,  

and a tumble of children and kisses galore 
and chatter and laughter 

and hugs and much more.  
Letters up chimneys,  
stockings are hung,  

small heads on white pillows -  
Christmas begun!  
      Margaret Waddingham 

Weather report for October  
Rainfall                2011       2010              18-year average 

  43mm/1.69 in 68mm/2.68in  108.7mm/4.28in 

Temperature (°C)    

      Maximum             Minimum       Average 

    High     Low     High              Low 

October 2011    25.1 (1st)   11.2 (20th) 15.6 (10th)     1.1 (20th)     13.2 

October 2010    20.6 (8th)   8.2 (25th) 15.4 (9th)      -2.4 (25th)     10.9 

 



Village Hall ‘100’ Club monthly draw   
 

The November draw took place on 16 November 2011 at The Trooper.  The winners were: 

 

First Prize:  £15.00  No.231 Michele Austin 
Second Prize: £12.00  No.87  Frank Bastable 
Third Prize: £10.00  No.99 Elizabeth Clasby 
Bonus Prize: £25.00  No.61 Delia Lane 

 

The next monthly draw will take place on Wednesday 14 December at The Trooper at about 9 
pm.   
For the new 6 month period, we have 219 members.  £361 has been raised for the Village Hall, 
and a similar sum will be paid out in prizes.  As ever, your support is much appreciated.    

    
Anna Oliver 

Naturally  thinking 

Just when the ‘Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness’ dissolves into ‘Death and decay in all around I see’, 

the oaks stands supreme.  When most other trees have lost their leaves, the oaks hang tenaciously onto 

theirs until some good hard frosts and a howling gale or two make them give up. 

  

Out of the 500 or so varieties that grow around the world, two are native to this country: the Common or 

Pendunculate, which has stalked-acorns and short-stalked leaves, and the Sessile, which has stalkless acorns 

and long stalked leaves.  The three main introduced varieties are the Red Oak which turns a vivid red in 

autumn, the Turkey Oak which has bristly acorn cups and the Holm Oak, which resembles a giant holly with 

its evergreen, glossy, spineless leaves.  

  

There can’t be many trees that have as many uses as oaks.  In the New Forest the old custom of letting pigs 

loose to feed on the acorns is still exercised.  This is manna from heaven to pigs and because they hoover 

them up at such a rate, it means that there is less chance of horses and ponies being poisoned by the things.  

The bark has been harvested for centuries to extract tannin to tan hides.   The heartwood itself is one of the 

most valuable timbers as it has such long-lasting qualities.   There’s hardly a thing it’s not useful for – fence 

posts, hand rails, floorboards, furniture, church pulpits, staircases and panelling in mansions, ladder rungs 

and cartwheel spokes, and, because it is impervious to alcohol, beer barrels and wine casks are also made of 

it. Then there are all those timbered houses still standing centuries after they were built.  

   

And don’t forget the ships.  A little island like ours needed ships to defend itself so it was as well that we had 

more than just a few oaks around.   The keel, frame and ribs of every great sailing ship, from the Viking era 

on, were made of oak, and a single man o’war took the timber from 3000 trees – good job they self-seed at 

such a phenomenal rate.  

 

On a warm, sunny late autumn afternoon, little swarms of midges danced their strange little up and down 

dance over the surface of a muddy patch beneath some trees.  I say midges with only a modicum of 

confidence as they might well have been mosquitos or gnats.  What I do know is that there are certain 

midges that swarm in these conditions during late autumn and winter months and  I also know (because I 

have a book which tells me so) that they are fragile, slender little things and that there are two families of 

them, one of which can bite while others cannot.  This is because they have poorly developed mouthparts and 

no piercing proboscis to penetrate all those uncovered bits of me and you that some of them enjoy.   

 

You have to have some sympathy for them as this means that the adult can’t feed and thus becomes a 

deceased midge rather quickly.  Mind you, it has probably done most of its feeding in its previous existence as 

a larva, tucking into decaying plant life.  All the same, this hapless little midge doesn’t seem to have much 

fun and it does make you wonder whether God was having an off-day when it was time to create it.  

    

I’m not being ungrateful to those who work so hard to make towns look festive at this time of the year, but 

just for a moment, an elegant birch, with branches and twigs traced delicately against a rare patch of sky and 

twinkling with leaves that hang like droplets of liquid gold, made even the brightest man-made decoration 

look dull.  The leaves, of course, will be down in the next high wind, whilst all those other fairy-like creations 

will, hopefully, stick it out until Twelfth Night.  All the same, my thanks to all those thoughtful landscapers 

whose imagination give us trees in the middle of shopping precincts.  

 

Happy Christmas.        

Margaret Waddingham 



 Village concert 
 
The evening of the 22 October was the biennial Stourton Caundle village concert / talent show. And 
do we have talent. With a packed hall the evening was started by the Master of Ceremonies (or 
‘Tuneless Old Crooner’) aka John Waltham auditioning for a sat nav going around Dorset!  
                                                              
Then up stepped the beautiful Jess Harris, giving us a lovely rendition of the Adele song ‘Someone 
like You’. Margaret Waddingham followed reciting her poems of rural folk – what a pleasure to the 
ears to be able to listen to these delights. 
 
The next act, a ‘barber shop quartet’ consisting of Alban Harris, Derek Corlett, Terry Taylor and the 
aforementioned John, (not that I would trust any of them with a pair of clippers round my head!) 
gave us all a smile with some of their adaptations. 
 
‘Lean on Me’ was performed by Emma Reynolds and Tom Forrest; these two don’t need to lean on 
anyone, quite lovely was their performance. The first half was closed by Carolyn Corlett; although I 
am not yet an X Factor judge, it was ‘a class act’ in my opinion.  
 
After a short break to allow glasses to be replenished, the entertainment was re-started by the 
Tuneless Old Crooner warming up the audience again, before we were treated to the delightful tunes 
of Mandy Waltham and Carole Paull on their flutes, supported by Terry with his clarinet. 
 
Neil Gillard came on stage thinking he was at Glastonbury and I’m sure there is a stage there could 
accommodate his talents! By the way, hasn’t he improved? A ‘Tuneless Young Crooner’, Pete 
Waltham then took to the stage and gave us ‘something completely different’; his trumpet playing 
was backed by a mixing of recorded voices in the pub! 
 
I never had Stella Woodward down as a goat farmer but her song about the escapades of her family 
and their goats was hilarious. 
 
The finale was ‘Slapass’, dressed firstly as nuns!!!.   But they sang as beautifully as ever. Their 
second dance was something we had never seen the like of in the village – the jury is still out on 
who didn’t have a prosthetic bum! 
 
The ‘barmaids!’, Lawrie and Jason, maintained the high standards of those who had undertaken this 
exacting role on previous occasions and kept our glasses well topped up.  In summary, a truly 
entertaining night was had by all who attended and a big thank you to all the performers and the 
stage crew from everyone, including me. 

        Rob Mitchell 

Calling all ‘knitwits’ 
 

Anyone interested in bringing along ideas and knitting to an inaugural meeting at Manor Farm on 
Tuesday 6 December, 7.00 – 9.00 pm? 
  
Other dates to be arranged  with a view to making this a regular event during the winter months.    
 
Do come along to knit, a chat and coffee.       

Sue Simon 

Carol singing 2011 
Time to check the diary - 6.30 pm, Tuesday, 20 December at The Trooper.  Please 
come and join us round the Christmas tree and afterwards inside for a warm, warm 
welcome with mulled wine (courtesy of Ray Foot) and mince pies (courtesy of The 
Trooper).  We hope as many of you as possible – young and old alike – can join us.  
       

Annie and the two Margarets    



News from All Saints CE VC Primary School 
‘Nurturing hearts, Inspiring minds’ 

 

The pace of life moves quickly in school and I can hardly believe that it is November already! During 
a productive start to the new school year our reception children have settled in beautifully and after 
half-term we were delighted to welcome five new children into our school community!  
 
On 12 October a successful Harvest Festival led by Revd. William Ridding resulted in our donations of 
food and produce being delivered to Barnabas House in Yeovil where they were gratefully received. 
Congratulations to the children in Sapphires Class who, under the expert guidance of Mrs James, 
produced another stunning stained glass window for the church at Stourton Caundle, based on a 
harvest theme. 
 
Mrs Powell has been busy with many sporting fixtures already. Well done to all the children who have 
represented our school so admirably on these occasions. The Tag Rugby tournament on 4 November 
went ahead despite inclement weather; the participants and spectators managed to remain smiling 
despite the wind and rain! 
 
The staff, governors, parents and children have met together on two evenings to revisit our Values 
and Aims for the school so that we can offer the best provision for our 21st century learners. We are 
delighted with our new motto (above) and our aims can be found at: 
http://www.bishopscaundle.dorset.sch.uk/   
 
Thanks to Martin Hubbard and Miss Schafheitle, our Deputy Head for our much improved school 
website. It is now a real showcase of our learning and recent news. 
 
It has been lovely to work with the dedicated group of parents and friends who make up the All 
Saints School Association. ASSA held their first ‘Café’ as school ended for half-term bringing our 
whole community together and we hope to continue to hold these every half -term. 
 
Recently our Year 6 children, staff, parents and governors welcomed existing and new families into 
school for our Open Morning. On 17 November a commissioning service took place in school for me 
as the new headteacher.  
 
I would like to thank the school community for the warm welcome I have received as I look forward 
to the excitement in school that Christmas brings. 
 
Anne Crumpler ,  Headteacher   Tel:  01963 23450 

New arrivals 
 
We welcome to the village: 
 
Sarah and Erin Biss, 4 Brimble Cottages 
Tania Jones and Reg Tompkins at Meadow Cottage, Waterloo Lane 

We have been asked to say that: the North Dorset Branch of  
The Royal Society of St George  

 
Is seeking traditional singers and dancers for a St George’s Day event to be held in Gillingham on 21 
April 2012.   
This is a new branch of the society and there has never been in its history since 1894 a branch in 
the whole of Dorset.  We are a cultural organisation that is not related to any form of politics 
whatsoever.  Her Majesty The Queen is the patron nationally.  The above event is being held in 
celebration of the new branch and very importantly celebration of Her Majesty's Diamond Jubilee 
and Her birthday.  Further information can be obtained from:  Jack Skelton-Wallace, President.  
01747 825388 or email Johnappin@aol.com 





Christmas recipe 
 

Roast Turkey Hash Cakes with a Yoghurt and Mint Dressing: serves 4 
Method 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  Heat the butter in frying pan, cook the onions for a couple of minutes, until slightly soft and 
translucent, Transfer to bowl and add mashed potato, cabbage or sprouts, sweetcorn, cooked 
turkey, salt and pepper, mix well. 
2.  Add olive oil and a few breadcrumbs to form a firm but not stiff mixture, form into 4 balls, flatten 
slightly and dust with flour. 
3.  Brush egg on both sides of the cake and sprinkle with breadcrumbs, pat down lightly. 
4.  To make the dressing whisk the ingredients together with a little salt and pepper. If mixture is 
too thick add a little milk. 
5.  To cook the cakes, heat a little vegetable oil in frying pan and fry both sides for 3 minutes.  Place 
a few salad leaves onto a warm plate, top with a cake and a spoonful of yoghurt dressing.    

    Helen Harris 

Ingredients – dressing 

220g low fat yoghurt 
1tsp white wine vinegar 
4 spring onions chopped finely 

 
 
2 tbsp fresh chopped mint 
2 tsp caster sugar 

Ingredients – hash cakes 

25g unsalted Butter 
1 small onion 
450g warm mashed potato 
115g cooked cabbage or sprouts 
198g tin sweetcorn drained 

225g left over turkey cut into 
chunks 
 
Salt and pepper 
3tbsp olive oil 
Dry breadcrumbs 

Sky at night 
 

Another year ends and a new one begins. That makes one more trip that the earth 
has made orbiting the sun these past 365 days at the safe distance of 93 million 
miles. Hopefully in 2012 we’ll see a little more of the sun than the rather meagre 
rations we received towards the end of 2011. Full moon arrives on 10 December 
when the partially-eclipsed moon rises around 4.15 pm after which it brightens 
considerably as the earth’s shadow moves away whilst the evening progresses. 
Watch out also for the annual Geminid meteor shower which peaks on 14 
December. 
Did you know that “Stargazing LIVE” returns to our TV screens with BBC Two hosting live 
broadcasts on the evenings of 16, 17 and 18 January? In 2011 the series was a huge success and 
inspired over 300 partner-led 'stargazing' events, from Glen Nevis to Guernsey, held in parallel with 
the TV programmes. Star parties were held along with lots of other events involving more than 
40,000 people, who had a taste of astronomy, many for the very first time thanks to BBC's 
“Stargazing LIVE”.  In 2012 the BBC are expecting even bigger and better events to take place all 
across the UK.  Let’s hope that clear skies prevail especially at the time of the live TV programmes. 
You will be able to find your nearest event (including lots of other non-astronomical ones!) by 
putting your postcode into the BBC’s new Activity Finder website at: http://www.bbc.co.uk/

thingstodo 

        Richard Miles 



Parish Council 
 

Two planning applications were considered at the meeting on 24 October;  a proposal to install 
photovoltaic arrays on the garage roof at The Old Vicarage and a proposal for extensions and a porch 
at Greenways in Rowden Mill Lane were both recommended for approval. 
 
Hedley Walker attended the winter maintenance briefing at County Hall in Dorchester and was able to 
confirm, after a great deal of persistence from the Parish Council, that highways will now grit the 
Waterloo Lane/Cat Lane/High Street/Stalbridge route  if snow is forecast or there is an extended cold 
period where the temperature does not exceed 0⁰C for 48 hours or more.  The website 
dorsetforyou.com/winterweather, has maps and a great deal of further useful information. There 
are concerns about parked cars in Cat Lane which could impede the gritters’ progress, but it is 
appreciated there is not much room to park! 
 
Extra grit bins were also discussed but it is difficult to site enough for every problem area.  Instead, a 
supply of grit has been stored under cover in the village, and when needed or requested, will be 
spread.  Please let the Clerk know if you are experiencing problems if it freezes, the Parish Council will 
be happy to help. 
 
North Dorset District Council are intending to start sending planning applications online.  In order to 
make these more accessible, the Parish Council will have to buy a projector and screen to be used with 
the lap-top computer.  This could be made available for use to other organisations in the village. 
Arrangements will also be made for parishioners who do not have access to the internet so that plans 
can be viewed.  The next meeting will include budget setting so please let the Clerk know if there are 
any planned projects in the village which may require funding during the 2012/13 financial year in time 
for the meeting. 
 
Councillors have also made a site visit to the play area to look at reported problems. 
Keith Murphy is unable to cut the churchyard grass next year, after several years of hard work keeping 
it very tidy.  Tenders are invited for the forthcoming 2012 cutting season, contact the Clerk 

please. (Tel: 01963 362864) 

The next meeting is planned for  9 January 2012 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall. 
       Sue Harris , Clerk 

A day in the life of... a ‘Speech and Language Therapy Associate Practitioner 

’. 
 

It’s a long and complicated sounding title, which basically means that I support speech therapists to do their 

jobs.  I qualified as a Recreation Therapist in the U.S.A., but as they do not exist in this country, I sought 

employment in a related field, working with adults who have Aphasia or communication difficulties after a 

stroke. 

 

I work on the community team, which means that part of my time is spent meeting with inpatients on the 

stroke unit at South Petherton Community Hospital, and part with out-patients doing therapy in clinic, at 

their homes or in groups.  I also recruit, train and coordinate volunteers to visit patients, weekly, in their 

homes, to support their communication and give carers/spouses a much needed break. 

 

Each day of my week is different.  I work in a variety of settings, doing a variety of jobs, but a typical day 

begins with a stop at my base in Yeovil to check emails, messages and gather case notes.  I then might 

travel to South Petherton Hospital, Taunton or Bridgwater area to run a Supported Conversation group.  

These groups are for people to practise their communication skills, gain confidence, meet others with similar 

difficulties and offer each other support.   After this, I document inpatients’ case notes, record contacts on 

the computer and have lunch. 

 

Depending upon the day, and where the group is run (we run four groups across Somerset county) I might 

then spend the afternoon seeing patients on the stroke ward: at home, or in clinic for one-to-one therapy, 

teaching computer-assisted therapy, processing/training volunteers, creating a communication book, seeing 

a new referral, doing a mandatory training course or attending a team meeting or working group. 

 

Although it has its frustrations e.g. too much travel, too much documentation, I am happy to have a job 

where I can actually spend time with and get to know patients whilst providing long term support, where it is 

very much needed.  Recovering from a stroke can be a very long and challenging journey.  In the future, I 

hope to be instrumental in driving forward the use of new computer-based therapy programs that patients 

can use intensively in their own homes.  And...if I’m very good at what I do, there will be more people 

around these parts speaking with an American accent! 

        Holly Mitchell 



Welcome Club 
 

Forty members attended the November meeting of the Welcome Club. Members 
were asked to identify nine, from a list of potential speakers / entertainers, for the 
2012 monthly meetings with the most popular selections overall included in the 
2012 calendar, subject to price and availability.  The 2012 Calendar will be available 
for distribution at the Christmas lunch at the White Hart Inn, Bishops Caundle on 
Wednesday 21 December.  
 
Two representatives for the Dorset Fire and Rescue Service gave a very informative presentation on fire 
safety. They gave advice on the fitting of smoke alarms and identifying the most common cases of fires 
within the home, including potential causes of fire in kitchens, electrical faults, candles and cigarettes, 
together with the action to take when a fire occurs.  
 
At the Christmas Fayre, held on Saturday 19 November, there were stalls selling jewellery, wood-turned 
items, pickles and preserves and large mounted photographic prints, in addition to the perennial 
favourites such as the cake stall, toys and books, bric-a-brac, draw and tombola. Thanks to all of you 
who supported the club, by either donating items, or attending, the Christmas Fayre  helping to make 
this a very successful event.         

Phil Knott 

Garden Club 
 
AGM 
The Garden Club held its AGM on 9 November.  The Chair, Nikki Hale, was able to report 
another very successful year, with a well-attended annual flower & produce show, 
popular talks, three fascinating visits during the summer months, and an increased 
membership.  All the officers were re-elected for the next year, although Nikki 
announced her intention of standing down at the next AGM, after what will be her fifth 
year as Chair.  The hunt is already on for new committee members! 
Following the AGM, Alan Woodward gave an illustrated talk on his visit to Russia earlier 
this year, where he visited Moscow and St Petersburg, and enjoyed an eye-opening 
cruise between those two great cities along the rivers and canals linking the Volga to the Baltic Sea.  
With his slides and anecdotes, Alan provided a fascinating insight into a country and a culture that few 
of his audience were familiar with. 
Future events 
The next meeting of the Garden Club will be on Wednesday 14 December when, following drinks and 
mince pies, a panel of local celebrities will answer problems posed during a ‘Gardeners’ Question Time’ 
session.  The Annual Supper this winter is on Wednesday 11 January, and members and visitors are 
asked to purchase their tickets in advance from the Treasurer, Win Gillard.     

Broken Nails 

Stourton Caundle allotments 2012 – an invitation 

 
After a very successful first year running the allotments as a sort of communal effort, we are planning to 
hold an Allotmenteers’ Dinner sometime early in the New Year, date to be set soon. One thing has 
become obvious – we can grow more than the twelve of us can eat. So if anyone else would like to 
consider joining us for 2012, get in touch with John Waltham on 362890 to find out more. Costs and 
hours required are both fairly low, but you will need to commit yourselves to the two or three hours per 
month that are expected of everyone, and you’ll need to like vegetables!     

John Waltham 

Garden tip 
 

December is a good time to clean up and treat your garden furniture. You will need to 
get it under cover for a week or two to dry it off.  Mid to late January is time to prune 
your apple trees.   



Gypsy and Traveller Sites 
 

Recently there has been public comment about the possibility of establishing additional sites in North 
Dorset, and in particular about the North Dorset Business Park in Sturminster Newton.  Sturquest has 
circulated  information to local magazines which can be summarised as follows: 
• We are at the beginning of a long formal process and this is a consultation exercise, NOT a firm 

set of proposals. There is a statutory process that MUST be undertaken before any decisions are 
made. 

• All councils, not just ours, have a duty to provide sites for gypsies and travellers. 
• A firm of consultants employed by the County Council has identified sites both in public and 

private ownership throughout the county. 
• 17 potential sites have been identified in North Dorset, providing for up to 75 residential and 

transit pitches, some of which are already occupied by local people.  
• Initial consultation will last from mid-November 2011 to February 2012, which will involve a 

questionnaire for individuals and groups, along with half-day exhibitions with consultant & NDDC 
staff, a half day in each main town. There will also be an electronic questionnaire on the Dorset 

for You website. 
  

Any articles or correspondence published in this magazine do not necessarily reflect the 

views of the Committee or the Editor. Reproduction of any articles is prohibited without 

prior permission from the Editor. 

Woodrow Barn 
 

This beautiful restored 17th-century barn is now hosting friendly informative talks and workshops. 
Expect one or two courses to be held each month covering a wide selection of interests with something 
for everyone. Plentiful delicious homemade biscuits and coffee will be on offer as well as hearty lunches 
for those attending future full-day courses. 
To celebrate its launch, an exhibition of contemporary art and sculpture has been arranged by McMaster 
Tims Contemporary Art, from Wednesday 30 November - Saturday 3 December, 10.00 am - 6.00 pm. 
Do try and come along to this new village venue which is at Woodrow Farm, located alongside Rue Lane 
on the Goathill road. 
The first talks/workshops are:  
Wednesday 30 November, 11.00 am - 12.30 pm  
"A Five Year Old Could Do That: Trying to Make Sense of Modern Art" 
Richard Kay, Picture Specialist at Lawrences, Auctioneers of Crewkerne 
No charge - donations to charity (includes coffee / biscuits). 
 
Thursday 1 December, 10.00 am - 12.00 noon  

"Festive but Frugal" - Christmas Flower Demonstration by  
Nicky Llewellyn of Nicky Llewellyn Flowers 
£25.00 (includes coffee/biscuits) 
 
Saturday 3 December, 6.00 - 8.00 pm 

Christmas Wine Tasting by Corney and Barrow Wine Merchants. No charge. 
 

If you would like to attend any of these first three events then do please reserve a place in advance by 
contacting Lizzie Fenwick (lizzie@woodrowfarm.org). Note that there are only a few places left for the 

Nicky Llewellyn Flower Demonstration on Thursday 1 December, so do hurry. More details of these and 
other events at The Barn during 2012 can be found on the website at www.woodrowbarn.co.uk.   

 Lizzie Fenwick 


