
The Stourton Caundler 

Dec 2019-Jan 2020 

Issue 155 



The Caundler Team 

          

Neil Gillard    Chairman/Secretary                   

Rob Page     Treasurer     
Richard Miles            Webmaster   

Chris Holdstock      Advertising      

Rachel Page                          Production                 
Cicely Diack    Proof Reader      

  Andrew & Anna Oliver                  Distribution      

Christine Peters, Sarah Kwiatkowski  Editorial Team 
 

Please present all contributions for the next  issue to the editor by   Wednesday 15th Jan 2020 

Please use only “Word” documents when sending contributions  
by e-mail if possible. thecaundler@stourtoncaundle.org.uk 
We would also love to hear from young contributors  

Sauntering by Catherine Speakman 
Lydlinch, Thornhill (approx 6 miles, 2 hours) 

OS Explorer 129 
 
A lovely walk, high chance of seeing some deer and the option to climb up to Thornhill. 
 
 On leaving The Trooper turn left up the hill and continue straight out of the village taking 
the left at the fork. Follow round the bend and turn right up a small track, over a style and into, an 
always very muddy, field (1). 
 Continue straight across, thorough the next style and down the hill. At the bottom it can 
get quite muddy and flooded round the gate, so watch your step. Cross over the bridge, watching 
out for the troll (2). 
 Head up the hill, joining a track and through the gate into the Stock Gaylard estate (3). Walk 
straight down the hill taking the gate to your left and head to the far corner. Eyes peeled for the 
rope swing (4). Pass the deer park on your right. This is where you have to exercise your right to 
roam in order to cut through to Lydlinch common. I found it easiest just going through Stock 
wood, gates at either exit/entrance. 
 Walk south to the A3030 and cross over the road continuing though Lydlinch common (5) 
(which is a popular spot for nightingales). Follow the footpath out of the wooded area to climb the 
hill to Lydlinch Church, passing over a style through two large yew trees (6). 
 Walk up through the village and cross over the A357. The footpath takes you through 
houses and a gate. Follow it down to the river. The actual crossing does not comply with OS 
maps, so walk to the west to find the bridge (7). 
 Here you have a choice, either walk up to Thornhill, turn right, or head back to Stourton, 
turn left. The Thornhill route takes you straight up the hill, past Hewish Plantation and back down 
the other side past Thornhill Copse. For the alternate route, follow the Caundle Brook, keeping it 
on your left hand side, and head for the A357. Cross over the road to join Waterloo road (8). 
 Follow the road up the hill and take the first left hand turn. Pass the farm and houses on 
your left and just before the bridge take the style on your right (9) and the bridge in front of you. 
Walk up to Brimble Cottages, join the road, head up the hill and turn right. Follow the road back 
down to the pub. 
 

Map following    

Carol Singing outside The Trooper Inn 

We are planning  to again have Christmas Carols in the village. Put the date in your diaries/
mobiles etc. 19th December 6.30 pm. Children please bring the adults with you, this is 
something for everyone to join in. 

Mulled wine and mince pies will again be provided. 

Margaret McKay 





 

Hello Everyone from The Trooper 
  

 

 

 We would just like to say a HUGE THANK YOU for the heart felt welcome that we 

have received since we have moved to The Trooper Inn, thank you so much for the kind wishes, 

cards, emails, telephone calls and personal appearances. We have to say it has been amazing how 

kind and sincere you have all been to us and we really appreciate all your efforts.  

 We are a family of four, John, Debbie, Jamie & Joe and we have moved here from Poole, where 

we have lived all our lives. The Trooper is a brand new adventure for us and we have every intention 

of making it the focus of the village for laughter, celebration, friendship and a jolly good get 

together! 

 Time wise, we are hoping to open for a WELCOME PARTY on Saturday 14th December 2019 at 

7pm and you are very welcome to join us for a celebratory glass of wine, we really look forward to 

meeting each and every one of you.  

We shall certainly do our best to keep you updated with our plans for The Trooper and its Skittle 

Alley and we are open to suggestions that you may have to help us. 
  

 Kindest regards, John, Debbie, James & Joe Pritchett 

 
 

Carol Service in St Peter’s 6.30pm Christmas Eve 
Come and sing in the choir 

I know it’s a bit of a way ahead yet but every year we try to muster sufficient singers in the choir 
stalls to provide soprano, alto, tenor and bass parts to the carols.  Books with such are provided.  
There is no rehearsal, we just cuff it on the night! 
If you would like to join us, please ring or email me at 01963 362 692, terry@barleyclose.co.uk. and 
tell me which part you would like to sing.  
Hope to hear from you!        

Terry Taylor 

Welcome Club Report 
 
 In October we held our AGM, the committee remains the same with the addition of Phil Knott who 
agreed to organise the speakers each month. Thank you Phil. There were a couple of amendments made to the 
constitution. There was a quiz following on from the AGM won by Helen. 
 At the November meeting we had Mike Spencer to entertain us again, this time with ‘A Glimpse at the 
Galapagos’ . 

 Our Christmas Bazaar was held on 23rd Nov. with some very colourful decorations and stalls. Thank you 

to everyone who came and spent money to help us raise funds for the club. Also a big Thank You to those 

who so kindly donated to this event.. Considering the weather the previous day we were lucky to have so 

many people through the door, thank you for coming. 
   
 We will be having our Christmas dinner on 18th December at;  The Virginia Ash at 12.30pm. 

Margaret McKay 



What Do You Love To Do? 
 
 Hi, my name is Elsie-May and I'm 8 years old and live in this village. I'm part of a musical theatre group 
called Wincanton Youth Theatre. We do drama, dance and singing. During the year we put on a few shows; at 
the moment we are rehearsing for our Christmas variety show and are trying to decide which musical to 
perform in the summer.  
 I started at WYT's in the summer of 2018 when they had auditions for Oliver, the musical, where I was 
in the chorus.  
  
 WYT is a non profit organisation so all the money we make from selling tickets for our shows is all we 
have to pay for the next one. In between shows we do workshops on different things such as: types of acting 
or stage presentations. We also, currently, have a playwright helping us with sketches for our Christmas 
show.  We do lots of little shows during the year and perform at different fetes and fairs.  
 I really enjoy going and taking part in WYT as I have so much fun and have made lots of new friends 
who all love singing and dancing as much as me.  
 
 There are so many different talents 
in the group; we have ballet dancers, tap 
dancers, singers, drummers, piano players 
as well as the technical kids who do our 
lighting, mics and effects. Everything is 
down to us kids but we have a musical 
director to help; the choice of what we 
perform to the choreography is all down 
to us. Mum says this helps with my 
organisational skills and confidence 
building, but I say it's all just fun! 
 
 If you would like to come and see 
our Christmas variety show it’s on 14th and 15th December at King Arthurs Community School, Wincanton.  
Further details are available on our facebook page. Tickets are available on the door.      

 Elsie-May 

Village Hall ‘100’ Club 

OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER DRAW RESULTS  
 

Draw made at the Trooper on 16
th
 October 2019: 

 

First Prize:   £25.00 No.71  Victoria & Emma Moss 

Second Prize:  £20.00 No.41  Ryan Northover 

Third Prize:   £15.00 No.180 Roger Fussell 

 

Draw made at the Sports Club in the Village Hall on 14
th
 November 2019: 

 

First Prize:   £25.00 No.166 Ray Steele 

Second Prize:  £20.00 No.43  Melanie Lillie 

Third Prize:   £15.00 No.45  Sue Skeats 

 

 The annual collection for 2019/20 is now complete, thanks to essential help from my co-collectors Delia 

Lane and Fleur Miles.  I am extremely grateful to them and also to all those of you who have continued your 

valuable contribution to our village hall income, and equally those who have so kindly taken numbers for the first 

time.  

 As a result of your generous support, monthly prizes remain at £25, £20 and £15, with an equal amount 

(£360 for the next 6 months) going to boost funds for the upkeep of the hall.  In the last month alone we have had 

to replace the hall thermostat, make repairs to lighting, and buy a new fridge and a new clock.  Discussions 

concerning a new roof and a new boiler continue. 

 The next two Draws will be on Wed. 11
th
 December and Mon 13

th
 January 2020.  

Anna Oliver 



The Village Defibrillator – Update Training, Monday 9th December 

 
 Most folk will be aware that Stourton Caundle has its own defibrillator which is kept in a cabinet 
outside The Trooper Inn. 
 Each year, a paramedic from the South West Ambulance Service Trust comes to the village to offer 
update and awareness training to anyone who would like to improve their knowledge of the machine and 
its uses. This year Kate Fisher will be coming to the Trooper Skittle Alley at 6pm on Monday 
9th December.  All welcome just turn up! 
 Furthermore, we also have a Support Group – ordinary villagers – who are prepared to get the 
Defibrillator to anyone who needs it, and assist in its use until the paramedics arrive. If you would be 
prepared to join this group (we mainly communicate with one another via a WhatsApp group) it would 
be appreciated. Every body counts in an emergency, so please give me a ring.      

Neil Gillard    363816   

  Could YOU….       
Save a Life? 

 
 
 
 

By Training to Use YOUR 

Defibrillator? 

Monday 9
th

December 2019  The 

Trooper Skittle Ally  6pm 

All welcome …. you really need to 

know how! 



 
Memory Lane 

 
 My first ship on leaving the Royal Naval College Dartmouth in 1962 was the, by then elderly, Antarctic Ice 
patrol ship HMS PROTECTOR whose role it was to provide a presence in the Antarctic summer months and to 
support the bases of the then termed Falkland Islands Dependency Survey.  We meandered our way down the 
East coast of South America, went South but returned to spend Christmas anchored off Port Stanley.   
 Being very junior and unimportant I was appointed ship’s entertainment and concert party officer, tasked 
with organising a Christmas concert for the inhabitants of Stanley and outlying settlements.  I was initially 
somewhat daunted but the ship’s company could not have been more helpful.  ‘Don’t worry Sir, we’ve done this 
before, we know what to do, leave it to us’ and so a list of ‘acts’ came into being, but there didn’t seem much 
time for rehearsing. 
 On the day of the matinee performance ashore it seemed that every mother and child in Stanley was 
packed into the hall.  The curtains were drawn back and there, resplendent on a throne, sat the ship’s Coxswain 
dressed as Father Christmas complete with flowing white beard.  There was a pregnant pause before he opened 
proceedings with the memorable words: ‘Ho, Ho, F*****g Ho!’ 
 The Captain in the front row, a frightening man at the best of times, swivelled in his seat and fixed me 
with a gimlet glare.  Thankfully, the Governor, seated beside him, burst into laughter followed by the audience as 
a whole.   
 Next, all the children were brought up onto the stage and each in turn sat on Father Christmas’s knee 
(imagine that now) to be asked ‘Well little boy/girl, what would you like for Christmas?’  The answer didn’t 
matter.  Each was given a parcel, wrapped in red for girls and blue for boys before filing off again.  Some 
returned to their mothers and asked ‘why does that man smell funny?’ 
 What I had failed to hoist in was that it was the Coxswain’s birthday and not only had he consumed his 
own tot of neat rum but, as was customary, his messmates had offered him ‘sippers’ (a small sip) or ‘gulpers’ (a 
large sip) of their own tot according to how much favour they wished to curry with this pivotal figure in the 
ship’s disciplinary organization.  In other words, he was whistled. 
 But no one was charged.  The Governor thought the whole thing was terrific.  By the end the Captain was 
beaming from ear to ear, (not a common sight).   
Ah, Happy days! 

Terry Taylor 

WINTER LANDSCAPES  
by Margaret Waddingham 

 

The grassland air is still.  
Brown leaves still cling 

to branches of the ancient oaks 
and alders lean, unmoved, across the stream. 

And no bird sings.  
 

The woodland air is still.  
Mosses in the silence drip 

upon its leaf-soft floor 
and spiders’ webs stretch out from twig to twig.  

And no bird sings.  
 

The city air is still.  
Quieter now the ringing tills 

and all the traffic in the busy streets.  
But in the unexpected still,  

the stars have spun the universe around 
and softly sing. 



Village Website 
 
 I am now your friendly village website manager and I thought it timely, looking forward to 2020, to 
highlight this resource and how it can benefit our community. 
 Go to the homepage (http://www.stourtoncaundle.org.uk/) and you’ll find links to various pages, 
shown on the left of the accompanying 
image, and on the right I post a list of 
forthcoming events, which I keep up-
to-date, if possible every few days. 
 
    The website has lots of village-
related stuff including a copy of the 
Village Diary that is included in the 
centre pages of this magazine. The 
Diary on the website is more 
comprehensive though and is updated 
if anything changes. So if you want to 
bring some forthcoming event to the 
notice of your fellow villagers, I can 
post the information on the homepage 
and add it to the Diary as appropriate. 
Just as an example of what’s available, 
you can find copies of all the past 
magazines going back to 2010 on The 
Stourton Caundler link. 
 
 So do drop me a line if you would like to post something on the website or indeed if you have any 
suggestions or ideas how we might make this facility a more valuable resource. 
 
Richard Miles 
rmiles [dot] btee [@] btinternet [dot] com 

 

Sinterklaas 

 When I lived in Holland we celebrated, Sinterklaas (Saint Nicholas). He is a 

bishop who is 'hundreds of years' old who arrives on a boat in November in 

preparation for his birthday, 5th December. The boat is laden with presents for the 

children and Sinterklaas has many helpers called Zwarte Piets (Black Peters). These 

little helpers have their faces blacked and wear afro wigs.  

 On the evening before Sinterklaas birthday, 4th December, the children leave 

out a shoe with maybe a carrot in it. Apparently, Sinterklaas arrives on a white 

horse (hence the carrot), and the Zwarte Piets can come down the chimney and 

leave presents for the children. 

 This celebration is obviously for the young children but December 25th is 

becoming more celebrated like our Chistmas Day, with the sharing of presents for 

everyone. 

 

Margaret McKay 



 

Mixed Farming Calendar- A summary 
 

 

 January starts the New Year with lambing.  Ewes are housed to protect sometimes fragile new born 
lambs. New life never fails to excite, and the coming spring seems that much nearer! January will also be 
the time for our TB skin test of the suckler cattle herd and followers (more on this subject later) and a 
good time to PD (Pregnancy Diagnosis) and worm, whilst all going through the Cattle Handling System. 
  February/March onwards is calving time of the suckler herd, which can sometimes be a tense time 
with very protective mothers. Each cow’s valuable calf will suckle for 8-10 months during her natural 
lactation. Ewes and lambs out to grass. Planting of Spring Barley/Field Beans, weather permitting. 
 April/May Cows and calves and yearlings out to grass.  Bulls in with cows - 9 months gestation.  
First lambs now fit for market. Shearing time for ewes and rams to prevent fly strike. Finished cattle sold. 
 June is prime time for silage and haymaking, to replenish next winter’s feed stores. 
 July/August Harvest time; combining of Winter Barley, Rape (if it has survived Cabbage Stem Flea 
Beatle Infestation, due to ill-advised government ban on seed dressing) Oats, Wheat, Spring Barley and 
lastly Field Beans. Any remaining lambs will be weaned as mid-August sees rams back in with ewes - 5 
months gestation. 
 September/October is the start of the planting of next year’s harvest. All grain, is sold throughout 
the year (Wheat and Oats for Milling, Rapeseed for oil) some used for the feeding of our livestock, all 
fodder is home grown. Annual Farm Assurance Audit. All records checked - from Animal Health Plans to 
Field Applications. This is our license to farm 
 November the month when cattle are housed, most of the calves weaned (you may notice the 
noise!) mothers needing a well-earned rest, before the next calving. Later born calves stay on their 
mothers.  Start of the winter daily feeding routine, using TMR Total Mixed Ration, silage/barley straw and 
cereals mixed together. 
  December Along with the daily feeding of cattle, the ewes will be fed in preparation for lambing - to 
prevent Twin Lamb Disease, which is triggered by stress such as adverse weather or a diet insufficient to 
support unborn lambs.  The ewe can go blind, become confused and refuse to eat – so prevention is better 
than a cure! 
 
 This year has proved to be the most stressful in our farming life. TB Testing, the new Gamma 
Interferon Blood Test we had to have last February (due to a TB breakdown) condemned 20 of our cattle, 
mostly heavily in calf, one of our home bred bulls amongst other personal favourites. All proved negative 
for TB.  The test is obviously inaccurate and many farmers are losing large numbers of cattle to this new 
test, which is therefore not picking up cattle WITH TB! After many letters to professionals, we have got 
nowhere “as it is Government Policy”. All round, proving extremely frustrating and costly for our business. 
Along with the blame for climate change, and the uncertainty of Brexit, it’s not a good time for farming, 
once a greatly respected profession! 

 Wishing you all a Happy, Healthy and Peaceful 2020 

Anne Rowland  Caundle Farm 

 

Ride and Stride 2019 

 The annual Ride & Stride, in aid of Dorset Historic Churches Trust and our own St Peter’s, 
took place on a lovely September day (if you can remember such things).  Thanks to some very 
generous sponsors we raised a whopping £726.10. 
 Two groups of cyclists took part: members of the Caundle Velo Club, led by Tom Eden and 
Richard Miles, visited no less than 26 churches, while Anna & Andrew Oliver managed 8. Many 
thanks to all concerned for this great result. 

        Andrew Oliver 



 

GERRY HOLDSTOCK  -  A Tribute 
 
 Gerry was known to and beloved by everyone.  The contribution he and Chris have made over the past 34 
years has been simply immense. 
 
 Although he did not attend church, Gerry was a wonderful Church Treasurer for many years; he worked 
tirelessly towards keeping St Peter’s in a healthy financial state, particularly some years ago when he spent many 
hours writing letters applying for grants for the Tower Appeal which was such a success.  As chairman of 
fundraising, while Chris masterminded our Harvest Suppers in the Village Hall each autumn, he and Chris started 
the Christmas Quiz in the village hall which has become a highlight in the annual calendar. 
  
 From the time he arrived in the village Gerry was an active member of the Sports Club; he served for many 
years as Secretary, and latterly as Treasurer; he enjoyed playing badminton and snooker, and he helped with the 
introduction of short mat bowls. 
 
 No village Strawberry Fayre was complete without Gerry’s stall selling pre-loved books in aid of village 
charities; at other times huge piles of books could be seen filling his garage. 
 
 Gerry first became involved with setting up The Village Website in June 2009 and subsequently agreeing to 
become webmaster, and then joining the Stourton Caundler Committee in May 2010, and serving until last year.' 
 
 Outside the village, Gerry became actively involved with the Sherborne U3A.  As well as being the 
membership secretary, he loved walking and led walking groups in the Dorset countryside.  
 
 Gerry was a lovely gentle man who always saw the best in people.  He had a delightfully wry sense of 
humour and was enormously kind.  He was a proud husband, father and doting grandfather. 
 
 We grieve for Chris, Stuart, Katie, Naomi, Rob and Daisy.  All who knew him will remember Gerry’s kindly 
presence, and he will be much missed. 

Connaught Brass Visit St Peter’s 
 

 It was a very dark and stormy night on Saturday 28th September but that did not deter an audience of 
concert goers from venturing out to enjoy a wonderful evening in our village church.  The rain it rained, the wind 
it blew, the gazebo erected at the last minute to act as a cloakroom for wet coats and umbrellas took off into the 
night, but inside the church we enjoyed a wonderful evening of brass music that drowned out the elements and 
stirred our hearts.  
 Connaught Brass is a London based quintet made up of students from the Royal Academy of Music and the 
Guildhall School of Music and Drama.   They formed their ensemble in 2016 and have had great success, winning 
prestigious prizes and beginning to appear on the professional circuit.  They brought youthful energy and 
enthusiasm to their performance and seemed to enjoy playing in our little church in deepest Dorset.  Their 
programme was wide and varied from a Bach Toccata and Fugue, through Rachmaninoff’s Ave Maria to scenes 
from Porgy and Bess.  
 We have to thank Tim Villiers for the opportunity to hear the music of young performers en route to 
establishing themselves as up and coming stars.  He created the link with the Royal Academy five years ago, and we 
have enjoyed inspiring performances from various groups since that date.  As Terry Taylor said in his words of 
thanks, we must be unique amongst Dorset villages to be treated to music of this calibre. 

 David Jeanes and Melanie Lillie did sterling work distributing the wine, and Vinny Taylor and Melanie fed and 

accommodated the musicians – so many thanks to them.  The warmth of our welcome and the generosity of the 

hosts makes us a popular concert fixture, I believe.  
 

Sarah Kwiatkowski. 



Garden Club  

 The Garden Club has welcomed two popular return speakers to its October and November meetings this 
year.  The first was Helen Yemm, the journalist and broadcaster probably best known for her weekly gardening 
page in the Daily Telegraph.  Her fame is such that the Club had advertised the meeting outside the village and 
was able to welcome a number of guests from the wider Dorset and South Somerset area.  As a result, a crowd 
of over seventy sat down to hear Helen talk about border perennials for a late summer show: how to choose 
them, where to grow them, and how to keep them looking good well into autumn.  Helen then spent some time 
answering questions from the audience, one of which subsequently appeared in her Telegraph column. 
 The November returning speaker was Martin Young from Upwey, where he runs his own small nursery 
specialising in perennials, and supervises fourteen national plant collections.  This year, he provided a superb 
illustrated talk about hardy geraniums (although he was able at the same time to explain the difference between 
these and the bedding ‘geraniums’ we all grow in the summer and sometimes try to overwinter in conservatories 
or greenhouses).  Martin is an amusing and highly knowledgeable speaker, and he kept the audience entertained 
for almost an hour.  He also brought with him a selection of plants he had grown for sale, and these were quickly 
snapped up by members and guests. 
 Before the talk, the Club had held its AGM.  The Chairman, Howard ffitch, spoke for everyone when he 
offered a tribute to Gerry Holdstock, a long-time member who had unstintingly given time to the Garden Club, 
as well as supporting so many other village organisations and activities: he will be much missed by all.  The Club 
now has 77 paid-up members, and Howard was also able to report that the number of entries at the summer 
show had increased from the 2018 total, and that there had been an encouraging number of entries in the 
children’s classes.             The meeting agreed that the Club should organise a plant sale for Spring 2020, 
and Howard asked that members should ‘get growing’; he also encouraged everyone to make a special effort to 
produce entries for the Spring show being held in April next year.   

Future Events 

 The next meeting of the Garden Club will be held on Wednesday 11 December at 7:30pm, when a 
representative of Castle Gardens will talk about ‘Gardening Myths’ and judge the competition to produce the 
best Christmas wreath.  Guests and other non-members are welcome to come along, with tickets available on 
the night or in advance from committee members at £5 per person. 
 Finally, members and guests should make a diary note that the annual Garden Club supper will be held in 
the Village Hall on Wednesday 8 January. 

Broken Nails 

HANUKKAH 
 The eight day Jewish celebration known as Hanukkah commemorates 
the rededication during the 2nd Century  BC of the second temple in 
Jerusalem. Often called the Festival of Lights, the holiday is celebrated with 
the lighting of the Menorah (a special shaped candelabrum) with traditional 
foods, games and gifts. 
 The accompanying miracle was that the candle oil was thought to be 
only enough to keep it burning for a single day but the flames continued 
burning for eight nights, thus allowing the Jewish sages to proclaim an eight 
day Festival which traditionally revolves around the kindling of a nine 
branched menorah.  On each of the holidays eight nights, another candle is 
added to the menorah after sundown, the ninth candle is used to light the 
others.  Blessings are recited during this ritual and the menorah is prominently 
displayed in a window as a reminder to others of the miracle that inspired the 
holiday.   

Sue Simon. 



NATURALLY THNKING December/January 
By Margaret Waddingham 

 
One morning in October I discovered that my pond had been vandalised.  The water feature, a 

terracotta urn, had been knocked over, a water plant smashed and the statue of a little boy who sits 
on the edge playing a pipe, his feet trailing along the water’s surface, was flat on his face amongst the 
duck weed.  Looking round, trying to work out what had done this, I also discovered several slimy 
cream coils over one of the small plants in the narrow bed that surrounds the pond, and then, worst 
of all, I found a single frog’s leg on the lawn nearby.  Whilst I was still trying to work out what vandal 
had caused this devastation, a visiting  friend said, ’You’ve had a badger in here.  They’ll eat frogs.  
Probably too full to eat the fourth leg and those coils, which are its innards, it found too indigestible.’   

I’m not of farming stock so I’ve never had reason to dislike badgers: anyway I think I was much 
influenced by the rather loveable, lumbering creatures that popped up from time to time in my 
childhood books.  A few years ago I was especially fascinated by a young one that came visiting us at 
dusk one summer evening, sniffled round the entire circuit of our garden, finishing up with his nose 
pressed against the windows of the garden doors where I sat watching.  At the moment, however, 
I’ve gone off them.  Not because of the damage done - this can be replaced - but because it has eaten 
one of my two special frogs that shared their lives with me and helped to keep the slugs and snails off 
the hostas.  Whether my night time visitor ate both of them I don’t know, but there is no sign of the 
other one.  On the whole I’d rather have them than a clumsy badger sharing my small space.  

What a difference a month makes.  A few short weeks ago the hedges down Rowden Mill Lane 
were still green and a few meadow pipits still bounced around from the top of them.  There were 
butterflies - tortoiseshells, red admirals, commas, small and large whites, a few meadow browns - 
even a small blue and a confused brimstone.  When Genevieve (my mobility scooter) and  I went 
along there a day or two ago, the colours of the hawthorns had changed dramatically to shades of 
yellows from ochre to a rich burnt orange.  The dogwoods are a deep mahogany red and over all are 
scarlet rose hips and gleaming strings of bryony berries.  No meadow pipits now but just the plaintiff 
song of a winter robin and the raucous call of flocks of rooks feeding on the brown earth of newly 
ploughed fields.   

I stopped to take it all in, and my attention was caught by a long bramble stem twitching and 
moving where there was no breeze.  It reminded me of a time when our dog and I were walking 
round Hatherleigh Moor in my old stomping ground in Devon, and on that occasion, I stopped for 
several minutes because I was fascinated to find out what was making a clump of moor grass twitch 
violently.  Eventually my patience was rewarded.  One piece of grass was felled, like a tree in a forest, 
and there beneath it was a small, bright eyed field mouse, nibbling away at it.  On this occasion, I 
knew that no field mouse would tackle a bramble branch so I waited and watched.  At last, on the 
side of the ditch below it, a small rabbit appeared, paused, nosed the air, then hopped back up 
through the hedge into the field behind it.  It wasn’t a great nature find as nature finds go, but it 
pleased me.    

The garden has been bereft of birds of any sort for the last three of four weeks  I presume they 
are feeding on the plentiful natural food in the woods and hedgerows. Then, this morning a little 
flock of long tailed tits arrived, several great tits and a pair of greater spotted woodpeckers which 
were climbing the apple tree. Suddenly, after two small frosts and one hard one, the garden looks 
bereft, although the berries on my two rowans, some orange and some pink, have hardly been 
touched.  I’m hoping that some fieldfares might discover them.  In the meantime, I think its time I 
cleaned up the old feeders and ordered some more bird food.  

I don’t much like the winter on this side of Christmas, I can’t say I’m a great fan of January 
either, but at least then there will be the promise of better times.  Spears of bulbs will be pushing up 
(let’s hope they haven’t all done this already and daffodils blooming unnaturally for Christmas like 
they did last year), there will be the first signs of budding leaves on trees, small hazel catkins and 
maybe the first cautious blooming of flowers in the verges. Something to look forward to.   

Happy Christmas everyone!  



 
Remembrance Sunday 

  

 Many people gathered at the war memorial just before 11am on Sunday 10th November to 
remember and honour the men of the parish who gave their lives in the defence of our country. 
Prayers were led by the Reverend Angela Syer.  

 The bugler, Hector Price sounded the last post and after the two minutes silence, reveille.  The 
wreath was laid and afterwards everyone filed into church for the service of remembrance.  

 There were silhouettes of soldiers on the window sills and a wonderful display of poppies 
arranged by the flower team.  Angela gave an inspiring sermon and at the end of the service everyone 
stayed for coffee, tea and biscuits. 

 We raised £829.70 for the Royal British Legion from the church collection and house to house 
collections. 

        
14th November 2019       

 

 
Dear Editors, 

 
Although I love reading the Stourton Caundler, and the last issue was as good as ever, I feel that I must put 
to rest the idea that my family and I are responsible for the decline some residents think they have noticed 
locally in the small bird population. Indeed, this is not even an opinion held by everyone in the area – for 
instance my friend Birdbrain says that his garden still attracts a wide range of species of birds (20 last week, 
even without the Summer visitors). 

 
We Rooks eat earthworms, beetle larvae, seeds, grain and roots from the ground, and while we may 
occasionally help to clean up the countryside by eating carrion, we definitely do not eat living birds, or rob 
their nests – unlike our cousins the Carrion Crows and Ravens. I suppose we might sometimes – 
unintentionally - frighten smaller birds away from feeders in gardens, but we don’t stay long, leaving others 
plenty of time to resume their banqueting on the items so kindly provided by our human friends and 
neighbours. 

 
So please don’t blame us for the effects of global warming, or modern farming practices –both largely caused 
by humankind - which have made life so much harder for so many members of the Avian (and other) 
species!  We love living in the Rookery in Stourton Caundle, with so many lovely neighbours, and hope that 
they might feel the same. 

 
Your friend, 

A. Rook 

The Rookery 
Cat Lane 
Stourton Caundle,  
DT10 2JS 

We were delighted to get this message; 

‘I love our Village Mag, so let’s say ‘Cheers!’ and a big thank you to the fab Caundler Team who 
keep it going.’        

  Janie Harris                            

Thank you Janie. 

We apologise to Jazymn as we didn't acknowledge her contribution in the last issue.  

Thank you Jazymn so much, we love to hear from the young community and appreciate all the 
contributions you send in. More please!   The Team. 



 
Church News 

 
 Some of you may be wondering what has been going on while we are without a Rector; with Canon 
William Ridding’s retirement at the end of July, we entered a period of Interregnum (referred to nowadays as 
Vacancy) during which the parishes of the benefice have worked together to produce a profile describing who 
we are, what we have to offer and what we are hoping for from a new incumbent.   
 Advertisements for a new Rector have now appeared on the Diocesan website and in the Church 
Times and applicants have until early December to respond.  If all goes well we will be interviewing candidates 
in early January. 
 In the meantime we are very grateful to the various local clergy, our LLM Judy Waite and the team of 
LWLs, who are taking our services. 
 We look forward to seeing you at our Carol Service 6.30pm on Christmas Eve, and if you are able to 
sing in the choir stalls to provide soprano, alto, tenor and bass parts to the carols you are very welcome to 
join us. See page 7 for details.   

 It would be so good if you also joined us for our Christmas Day Communion at 11am as the Bishop of 
Sherborne has very kindly agreed to take the service.  
 

Vinny Taylor 

Stourton Caundle Parish Council 
 

 A Planning application was discussed for Church Farmhouse (formerly The Retreat) on August 26th, 
proposing to convert the former artist’s studio into a  
self-contained annexe which was recommended for approval, and on October 14th an application for Grange 
Cottage to demolish the existing and re-build a new garage and workshop, following withdrawal of an earlier 
application. The new application addressed objections to the first one and was also recommended for approval, 
subject to a proviso that the building remained part of the existing curtilage and not be converted to, or sold as, a 
separate dwelling without further planning consent. Planning permission has been granted by Dorset Council for a  
first-floor extension at Warrbridge Cottage. The next meeting is planned for October 29th. 

 The issue of stones placed on grass verges in the village, designed to protect these verges from traffic 
damage, was raised at a Parish Council meeting earlier in 2019.  This followed a complaint from a local resident 
who had tripped over one of these stones whilst walking through the village at twilight.  The Parish Council 
contacted the Highway Authority, Dorset Council, for advice on this matter and received the following response 
from Roger Bell, Community Highway Officer: 

             I am often asked about stones and other objects placed on verges. The simple answer is that highway law, 
in the form of the Highways Act, sees them as obstructions.  As such the Council as Highway Authority can insist 
on their removal. 
 

If you have objects in the verge or are thinking of placing some, it is worth contacting us for advice.  Our 
decision must, however, be seen as final. 

              As a guideline, objects should be: 

1.            Placed no closer than 450mm from the edge of the surfacing. 
2.            Be big enough to be easily seen. 
3.            Not be so big that they could cause severe damage to a vehicle  that hits them and/or injury to 

its occupants. 
4.            Be clearly visible and not allowed to become obscured by vegetation. 
5.            At all times, you will be responsible for any claim for damage, or injury sustained by a third party. 

                               
 An alternative is to install flexible marker posts.” 
Two important points to highlight are, firstly, that the verges form part of the public highway and, secondly, that 
the householder who places stones, or any other obstruction, on the verges is liable in law for any damage or 
injury caused by them.  If in doubt, please contact Roger Bell for advice; the Parish Clerk can provide contact 
details. 
Hedley Walker 

Chairman 



Caundler Report from 29th October 
 
 The Parish Council met again on October 29th to discuss two planning applications. There were no 
objections to a replacement summerhouse at Church Farmhouse or for a replacement roof on an 
outbuilding/playroom and other alterations to include 2 No. additional windows and 3 no. French doors at 
Holtwood Farm. 
 BT have again applied for permission to remove the public telephone which has not been used at all 
in the past year. This was discussed at a village meeting in January 2017 when there was strong support for 
keeping the box, so it was agreed to apply to buy the box for £1. Suggestions for its future use will be very 
welcome. 

 Grass cutting arrangements will continue next year with the same contractor. 

 

Sue  Harris 

————————————————-)(————————————————— 

To get in touch with our local councillor here are his contact details: 
 
Cllr. Graham Carr-Jones:  
Ward Member Stalbridge & Marnhull  
Cabinet Member Housing & Community Safety.  
grahamcarrjones@gmail.com>  
Telephone 01963 364005  

PARISH COUNCIL VACANCY 
Stourton Caundle Parish Council has a vacancy for a Parish Councillor due to 
retirement and welcomes applications from Parishioners. This can be filled by  
co-option and involves attending about seven evening meetings a year, mainly 
dealing with planning applications. 

Please contact Clerk Sue Harris or any of the councillors  (list on village website) 

for further details: stourtoncaundle@dorset-aptc.gov.uk Tel 01963 362864 

 
Stourton Caundle Father Christmas  

 

 Readers’ may or may not be aware that North Dorset has a Woman’s Refuge 
for abused women and their children. These women often leave home at short 
notice with few belongings. 
 
 At this time of good will and plenty, we hope to be able to present the refuge 
with some gifts for Christmas. These could include toiletries, luxury food items, 
good quality secondhand toys, books stationary and games etc. 
 
 If you feel able to give any of the above items, could you please contact 
Olivia Bastable at Four Ways 01963 363709 during the first two weeks of 
December. The gifts can then be wrapped and given to the families in time for 
Christmas. 
 
Thank you. 
Olivia Bastable  



 
Gardening during December/January 

 
1)  Pruning deciduous trees, shrubs and hedging 
 
2)  Bare root planting 
 
3)  Pruning of Wisterias from January 
 
4)  Removing old Hellebore leaves 
 
5)  Pruning Gooseberry and Currant bushes 
 
6)  Continue to collect leaves 
 
7)  Mulching is ongoing 
 
8)  Apparently you can plant bulbs up until Christmas – they will just flower for a shorter length of 

time. 
 
9)  Sort out the shed! Wash pots, clean/oil tools – when did you last give them a treat? 
 
10)  Check cuttings, plants in greenhouse/cold frame.  Remove dead or mouldy leaves, check for slugs.  

Water, but better to keep on dry side otherwise rot sets in. 
 
11)  I know many gardeners like to study seed catalogues during these months, but I like to look 

through my lovely reference books ( remember I’m not connected!) I also look through all the 
articles and cuttings I’ve kept from magazines etc, and file them into my folders.  I just immerse 
myself, music on in the background – Heaven! 

 
 Happy Christmas! 
 

Our Garden Guru 

 
Is This a Good Idea?  

 
A monthly meet, chat and playtime for the youngest to the oldest in the village  
to help dispel winter blues and discourage hibernation.  
 
Starting: Wednesday 12th  February 2020  
 
Then:   Every second Wednesday in March, April, May and June  
 
In:   The Village Hall At: 11.00 am – 1.00 pm  
 
For: Tea, coffee, juice, biscuits - £2 per head  
 
Do just come along. Please bring toys if you have toddlers.  
 
Anna Oliver  
01963 362109 

  



 
News from All Saints Primary School,  

Bishops Caundle 

 
The first half term of the year has flown by, but we have fitted in 
so much. Probably the highlight was our whole school Wellie 
Walk from school to St Laurence Church, Holwell where we 
held our Harvest Service. The walk back to school was slightly 
slower due to pockets being weighed down by conkers, maize 
and a range of other ‘collectables’.    
 
 Our Forest School area (where pupils are led in nature 

based exploration and 
discovery activities) has continued to be well used both in 
curriculum time and in extra-curricular clubs. We do try to make 
use of our wonderful surroundings, as often as we can in our 
learning.  Continuing our outdoor theme, we are delighted to 
have recently been accepted on the Co-op Community Fund to 
raise money towards improving our outside learning areas. If you 
do have a card, could you please consider affiliating it (online) to 
our School cause. 
 
 

 We are now looking forward to our extremely busy 
Christmas period that includes our Christmas Fair, KS1 
Nativity, Christingle Service… culminating with our KS2 Carol 
Service which is taking place this year at St Peter’s Church, 
Purse Caundle on 18th December 2019 at 7pm, please do 
come along as join us.  
Finally, a reminder to anyone who is in the local area, we hold 
a Community Coffee Morning on the second Wednesday of 
every month at 10am. Please do pop in for a chat, a cuppa and 
a piece of cake.  

Nigel Roberts 

Headteacher 

 
Hedgehogs 

  
 Whilst the nights remain mild, hedgehogs continue to be active. Many people are surprised when I 
mention that hedgehogs are still visiting our garden nightly between 6.00 pm and 7.00 am the next 
morning. You can bet that we are not the only garden in the village to have such visitors.  
 How do we know this? We have trail cameras set up near various hog nesting boxes and feeding 
stations. Three hedgehogs have made a permanent home in the nesting boxes and it has been a delight to 
watch these dear little creatures pick up dry leaves and grass and transport them to their box. One 
hedgehog even raided another nest box and carried his bounty of leaves off back to his/her home. 
 Now the colder nights are here, it is still important that a bowl of fresh water is placed outside, 
partly under cover to stop it from freezing so that hedgehogs have easy access to unfrozen water. You 
would be surprised how much they can drink each night! 
 

Jo Williams   



Stourton Caundle Golf Society Monthly Report  

October 2019 

 
 A beautiful, autumnal morning was rewarded with a great turnout of 25 golfers. We employed the 

random team draw, which always throws up some interesting groups, and with all ages and abilities 

represented, there were some unexpected results. The course played very well considering we were 

coming off the back of two weeks of persistent rain. The Rugby World cup quarter finals were on, so there 

were a few there early to watch, and many stayed afterwards to watch the later game, so a very social day 

all round. 
 

 

 A stand-alone winner this month, and a long overdue cut headed the 

way of Mark Goudge, who came in with a very strong 20 points. His 

consistent play lately has been justly rewarded. 
 

 

 

 

 Team Yeah-Exactly all contributed to a clear win with 40 

points, 4 points clear of the rest of the field. Congrats to Peter 

Schweitzer, Roger Paull, Peter Hallam and Marty Bond.  

 

 

 



 
Round the next bend (part 5) 

 
 Passing out of the River Oise and onto the Seine, it was immediately apparent that we were dealing with a 

serious river here. Where the Oise had been very similar to the freshwater Thames in size and traffic, the Seine 

was double the width and had three or four times the amount of traffic, mostly large barges or Peniches as they 

are known in France. The current was also considerably stronger. We travelled for two days upstream, and 

towards the end of the second day we were on the outskirts of Paris. We moored at the Marina du Van Gough, 

which was not as grand as it sounds and we were bounced around by the wash from passing Barges.  

 The next morning we set off around 10.00 and enjoyed a spectacular entry into Paris. Most large Cities 

look particularly impressive from the water and Paris is no exception. The Eifel Tower, The Louvre, Notre 

Dame Cathedral (before the fire), even a quarter size replica of the Statue of Liberty, and in between, beautifully 

carved bridges. We enjoyed the views, along with many other people, who were riding the Bateau Mouches, 

water taxis which ply up and down providing an inexpensive way to see the city from the water. 

 

 The river splits just before Notre Dame 

and boats must negotiate a one way system 

around the Cathedral, which is on an island. 

Immediately after the Island we had to swing to 

the left, across the busy traffic, towards the lock 

which provides entry to the Paris Arsenal Marina. 

A small pontoon provides a waiting area for the 

lock, but fortunately the gates were open and we 

were able to pass straight in. Once up the lock we 

were directed to our berth for which we were 

charged 32 Euros per night, a bargain for 2 people 

in the centre of Paris. 

That evening we were treated to free entertainment provided by the marina security guard.  

 Paris Arsenal Marina was built during the time of Napoleon to provide boats a place to load and unload 

out of the flow of the river. It sits below street level just next to the Place de la Bastille, it is spanned by a 

footbridge and along one bank runs a small park, which is very popular with young Parisians, especially on a 

beautiful day such as this. The fun began at nine o’clock when the park was due to close for the night. On such a 

balmy evening as this people were understandably reluctant to leave. We sat on the back deck enjoying a glass of 

wine, (well you would, wouldn’t you?) as the security guard and his large Alsatian dog began to herd people 

towards the gates at the far end of the park. With much grumbling people collected their belongings, and began 

to move towards the gate, looking, and to a certain extent sounding, like a flock of sheep. Upon reaching said 

gate, some of the people used the road to walk back down to the other end of the park, and re-enter by 

another gate that had obviously been left open. Having, so he believed, despatched everyone the security guard 

locked that gate and returned through the park, probably hoping for a peaceful evening with his feet up. As he 

came around the corner and saw that the park was almost as busy as when he started, his face was a picture. He 

then completely lost it, blowing his whistle and shouting, it took him another half hour to chase everybody out 

again. We enjoyed it anyway. 

 The following day we spent enjoying the sights, and that evening, sadly without the cabaret, we decided to 

move on the next morning. Paris was incredibly hot and busy, and we looked forward to getting back out on the 

river again. 

Ray Steel  


