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With thanks to this edition’s ‘Roving Editor’  

Sarah Kwiatkowski 
Please present all contributions for the next  issue to the editor by 12 noon on  Friday 20th 

May 2016 
 

by e-mail if possible.  E-mail address: thecaundler@hotmail.co.uk.   
Please use only “Word” documents when sending contributions.  

Clubs/Committees in Stourton Caundle 

 

 
 Bell Ringing  Clive Jones  363755  Weekly, Monday 
 Cycling Group  Tom Eden  364447 Weekly, Mon & Fri 
 Events Committee John Waltham  362890 
 Garden Club  Win Gillard  363816 2nd Wednesday (Sep to Apr) 
 Homewatch  Keith Murphy  01258 471321 
 League of Golfers Roger Paull  362014 Monthly, 3rd Sunday 
 Music and Song  John Waltham  362890 Fortnightly, Sundays 
 Parish Council  Sue Harris  362864 Monthly 
 Sports Club  Gerry Holdstock  362001 Weekly, Tuesday 
 St Peter’s Church Clare Litchfield  363301  
 Village Hall Comm. Mark Paull  364407 Twice yearly plus AGM 
 Village Hall Letting  Jackie Elliott  363494   
 Welcome Club  Paul Lane  362707 3rd Wednesday 
 ‘100’ Club  Anna Oliver  362109 Monthly 
 

Janie Harris offers us her unique view of life in Stourton Caundle.                                                    

 Village Life 
Until I moved here almost twenty years ago, I had never lived in a village, so naturally I was a bit apprehensive 
at first; especially being on my own.  I felt all eyes were on me!  What would they make of me and my hair, and 
being so obviously not a local?  
But gradually I felt my way in. 
I recall being asked for a huge glass of sherry by Edwina Oram who lived in the bungalow opposite, where Jan 
and Sarah now are.  It’s called High Sturt because Edwina used to live at Sturt Farm, lying low down on the way 
into Stalbridge. She had lots of owl ornaments and her eyes were owl-like behind her glasses! 
Then there was the time I lit my stove for the first time.  As the evening went on the heat built up, until I ended 
up sitting in the dark with all my windows and doors open.  It was as if the stove was expanding before my very 
eyes.  In desperation I knocked on Wendy and Barry’s door (now Mark and Carol Paull)  Luckily they were still 
awake and Barry came across and reassured me that the stove was not about to blow up and showed me how 
to shut it down.  
There are times when one can feel disconnected from village life, and as if you are on the outside looking in.  
This happens to me when I am away a lot at weekends with my mother in Devon.  But after a weekend at No 2, 
and pottering in my wee garden and seeing and chatting to my lovely neighbours and passers-by, to say nothing 
of finding eggs left at my back door, then I know that I really am part of a community, and that, believe me, is a 
great feeling. 
What I’ve learnt is that it takes time to be accepted and become part of village life – but when you are, it’s FAB!
                 

Janie Harris 
 
We would love to hear your stories of your first experiences of Stourton Caundle life—send to 
thecaundler@hotmail.co.uk 



By the time this magazine drops through your letter-boxes, spring may be well established, and over 
the next few weeks we will see the fields full of dairy and beef cows enjoying the new grass and feeling 
the sun on their backs after their winter indoors. Our cover for this issue is a lovely painting by Jane 
Onslow, celebrating this special time of the year.  
Lambing and calving require a constant vigil and night after night of broken sleep, so we are especially 
grateful to Anne Rowland for giving us this view of life on the farm.  

Farming Life 
 

Lambing this year went well, with our highest ever lambing percentage.  The main aim now is to keep the 
lambs healthy and alive.  The lambs are vaccinated at 4 and 8 weeks of age against clostridial diseases 
(tetanus, pulpy kidney, pasteurellosis, and black leg) all resulting in sudden deaths of seemingly healthy lambs.  
Worm and coccidiosis counts are taken from the lambs dung samples to see if treatment is needed. 
Coccidiosis is a particularly nasty parasitic disease which quickly strips the lambs’ stomach lining, proving fatal. 
Worm counts (screened at the vets) are essential, as overtreatment of wormers can lead to drench resistance, 
as well as unnecessary expense and stress.  By using this system our ewes have not needed worming for 
years! 
 
As lambing finishes, the calving of the suckler herd starts. Checking around the clock is essential. Night time is 
often a favourite time to give birth. This can be a very rewarding, yet dangerous time! A quiet cow can, without 
warning, become aggressive both as, and after she calves, especially if she thinks you may be taking her calf.  
Usually within a couple of days she calms down; not much help if the calf fails to suckle within the vital first few 
hours! Plans are in place for this scenario, use of a stomach tube and colostrum in the freezer are a must. A 
dairy cow grows used to having her calf taken away after a few days, but on the other hand, the suckler cow 
will nurture her calf for most of her natural lactation period of 8 – 10 months, and some are extremely 
protective throughout. 
If, sadly, we lose a calf e.g. stillborn, usually we have several twins born, so one will be introduced to the 
grieving mother, sometimes she will bond quickly to the calf, other times it can take a lot of patience putting the 
foster calf on to suckle until she accepts the calf as her own. Male calves are castrated by rubber rings, all are 
ear tagged and disbudded (horn buds removed). Disbudding is not our favourite job, although local anaesthetic 
is used it can be stressful for the calf and us!  We have a small nucleus of Pedigree Simmental cattle. The 
introduction of a new polled (not horned) bloodline, has resulted in the birth last year of 2 polled bulls, which we 
shall use next year, and the aim is, hopefully, to have a mainly polled herd 
 The feeding of pregnant livestock is so important. If too fat or too thin, the cow will struggle to calve naturally. 
Therefore regular condition scoring of the cattle is essential. After she calves her diet will be increased with the 
addition of home-grown barley/beans for her to milk to her potential and conceive again as soon as she is able. 
Before turning out to grass, the 4 bulls will have their annual pedicure, with the use of a professional with his tip 
over crush.  It’s quite a sight, seeing 1200kg of bull tipped on his side and a little demeaning for their egos too, 
but necessary.  Seeing the cattle out to grass is a highlight of the year, all the hard work seems well worth it! 
 
The spring crops of barley and beans will hopefully, by now be planted. All winter crops fertilized and sprayed if 
necessary. 
 
It will soon be silage/haymaking time, of course weather permitting.  There is a busy time ahead to replenish 
the feed stores for next winter, followed by the grain harvest. 
 
 Life on a mixed farm is certainly never dull!                        

Anne Rowland 

Mobile Library – New Schedule from 9
th

 May 2016 
The Mobile Library will be coming to the village on Tuesday 17

th
 May (week 2) then fortnightly after 

that.  It will arrive at 1pm and leave at 1.20pm.  

Donations for Apples 
Thank you to all who kindly gave donations for apples in the autumn. I was able to send a cheque for £20 to 
Alzheimer's Society. Let's hope there is another good harvest this year, and we can do the same 
again!                                                                            

Kathryn Heffer 



We have David Jeanes, our Farming correspondent, to thank for this interesting summary of some of 
the considerations for a rural community.  In or Out? 

Should we stay or should we go? 
The referendum this June could have a seismic result.  If ‘out’ it will take two to five years to disconnect with 
Europe and reconnect with trading countries individually. There is no example to compare so there are a lot of 
‘ifs and buts.’ Here are a few facts that have been reported.  
 Support for farmers has always been important. Without it our food would cost more or farmers would not 
survive in this volatile global market.  Some of this support now goes towards environment issues and not 
food production.                              The question farmers are asking is, would there be the support outside the 
EU?  
In 2014 the UK £19.23 billion into the EU, receiving back £9.43 billion. From this the farming industry received 
£1.97 billion in Common Agricultural Policy, £21 million for animal disease controls and £4.352 billion 
received since ’07-’14 for The EU Science and Research Programme e.g. to improve disease and virus 
diagnosis.   
Originally the UK was a member of the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) and left to join the EU.  
Iceland. Norway, Switzerland and Lichtenstein stayed in the EFTA.   
The legislation for farmers in Norway is much on a par with the EU and the most interesting fact is that in 
2014 the UK, with 73 MEPs, contributed the equivalent of £153 per person, and Norway, with no MEPs, 
contributed the equivalent of £106 per person to the EU.  
All farmers are monitored by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD).  Norway 
gives the highest ratio of support to their farmers in the world. One way Norwegian farmers benefit is by a 
tariff for trading, e.g. 267% to 277% is put on EU cheeses, 344% is put on EU beef and 429% is put on EU 
sheep meat.  In 2014, 38% of UK lamb was exported to the EU. 

 

• Seven of the top ten countries to whom we export food, drink and animal feed are in the EU, 

• Nine of the top ten countries from whom we import food, drink and animal feed are in the EU. 
 
Farm labour is another item of concern, especially for the horticultural sector, which benefits from seasonal 
staff drawn from other EU countries.                                            
There are a lot of questions unanswered and a lot of unknowns and these are just a few of the facts.  For all 
concerned there is time for discussion and debate. In or Out?                

                  David Jeanes 

Apologies 
In the February/March edition of The Stourton Caundler, the telephone number for Thyme after Time 
was entered incorrectly . 
Please note that their telephone number is 362202 
 

The Lent Lunch 
The Lent Lunch organised by Kathy and David Jeanes at their home, Waterloo House, on Thursday 
25

th
 February raised the wonderful sum of £290 .  

Many villagers tucked into a delicious variety of soups, bread, and cakes – there was no Lenten 
abstinence here – enjoying the beautiful view over the fields towards Stock Gaylard. 
The Children’s Society benefitted from the lunch, and Kathy and David would like to point out that 

this particular charity is ‘local’ in its work amongst disadvantaged children.  It runs a drop in centre in 

Weymouth called ‘Waves’, which cares for troubled, lonely or homeless young people.  

Village Concert 
 
John Waltham would like some more feedback from potential performers in order to plan the Village 
Concert.  This is such a fun night for the whole village and always produces talent in unexpected 
places.  The two possible nights are Saturday October 22

th
 and  Saturday October 29

th
.   Please get 

in touch with John if you have an act up your sleeve, and help him to confirm the night.  Tel: 362890 



Celebration of Royal Events during the 20
th

 Century 
 

A procession arranged to celebrate 
the 1911 Coronation of King George 
V started from Jubilee Oak, and was 
headed by a brass band. The flags of 
the village societies were on parade. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 1935 procession for the Silver 
Jubilee of King George V also started 
from Jubilee Oak. The oak tree had 
been planted in 1887 to celebrate the 
Golden Jubilee of the reign of Queen 
Victoria. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Village Brass Band was formed for 
the 1937 Coronation of King George 
V. Marching rehearsals took place in 
Drove Road, and the band was at the 
head of the procession on Coronation 
Day. 

 

 

 

 

The celebrations started with a 
parade from Jubilee Oak, which 
passed down through the village 
around the triangle, and back up the 
High Street, finishing in the orchard 
adjoining the cemetery. Walter Hays 
(left) and Harry Holdway are at the 
head of the procession. 



 
 
 
Mrs Winter, Mrs Gould, Mrs Stainer 
and Mrs Mullett (with banner) at the 
head of the Women’s Institute 
contingent . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The procession passing Bridge 
Cottages, with Jim Ashford (left) one of 
the standard bearers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After the procession games and sports 
competitions took place in the orchard 
at the rear of the Hut, and the band 
played a selection of tunes from its 
small repertoire. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Numbers 1 and 2 Vealles Cottages 
decorated for the Jubilee celebrations. 
 
 
 
 
More in the next edition. 
Phil Knott 



Protect your dog over Easter! 
Please remember that chocolate is poisonous 
for dogs and in the wrong quantities can even 
be life-threatening. The reason that chocolate 
is toxic to our beloved family members is that it 
contains theobromine, which animals cannot 
process (humans do not have a problem 
processing theobromine). It is important to 
ensure the whole family realise the dangers of 
feeding chocolate to dogs. 
 
It may be hard believe if you have regularly 
given your dog chocolate in the past, but it’s 
important to remember that just like with any 
food or medicine, toxicity is dose-dependent. 
The toxic dose of theobromine in dogs is 
dependent on the individual’s sensitivity, but 
signs of toxicity can start at below 20mg/kg. 
100 mg/kg could be a fatal dose for a dog. To 
put this into context, the more cocoa the 
chocolate contains, the higher the level of 
theobromine!          

 LT 
 

KEEP 

STOURTON CAUNDLE 

CLEAN AND DOG POO FREE 

 

A 35kg Basset Hound eating 50 grams of dark 
chocolate would be at risk of low level toxicity, but a 
3kg Terrier eating this amount would have  
potentially eaten a fatal dose! 

Welcome Club meeting 17th February 2016 
This month Cyril White, a club member, entertained us with his accordion. He has played with the Wurzels 
and also the Yetties and can play other instruments such as the trumpet, piano and organ. We listened and 
sang along to classic well known tunes.  

Welcome Club Meeting 16th March 2016 
Bonny Sartin of the Yetties was our speaker for the afternoon. He told members how the group got started 
from scouts singing around the camp fire, to forming a folk dancing group with Yetminster W.I. ladies and 
entertaining all over Dorset. They were called the Yetminster and Ryme Intrinseca dance team but the band 
later changed its name to the Yetties. Eventually they travelled all over the world, appeared on television and 
had a recording contract making 45 albums of songs and music. They retired in 2011 and sadly Pete Shutler 
has since passed away.  
Bonny sang us a couple of songs and narrated a humorous poem he had written about a Tom Cat.  
 
On the 20th April we have a talk entitled The Wonderful World of Glass by Dr F Burroughs.  
On May 18th. Slides Of Wildlife In Dorset with Marilyn Peddle. 
Our first trip is on Friday 10th June to the Bishop’s Palace at Wells. There will be a garden festival with stalls, 
hands on demonstrations plus much more to celebrate the Queens 90th Birthday. 
Our 2nd Trip is on Thursday 14th July. A day at Longleat including Safari, Gardens, and House 
More information in the next magazine. 



Naturally Thinking 
By Margaret Waddingham 

 
Why is it, I wonder, that the last four, dismal  months seem to go on interminably, but the best ones go in a 
flash?  Everything has been so early so far but things might slow up from now on.  Daffodils out at Christmas are 
well over, but others are making a fine show and fingers crossed that there will still be some at Easter.  The 
snowdrops seemed to know what they were doing though - they came out just at the right time.  But there are 
other things that are astonishing, or ridiculous whichever way you look at it.  Janie telephoned me at the end of 
the first week in March to say she had seen bluebells out in two places and my daughter added to this by telling 
me that there is a bank of them on the outskirts of Hazlebury Bryan.  
  
Janie also told me about a little hedgehog which had strayed into a large bag of bark chippings into which she 
plunged her spade, narrowly  missing a small hedgehog.  Whatever made him clamber up the steep sides of the 
sack, when there were plenty of easier, and probably cosier and far more suitable places, nearby? He appeared 
to be a juvenile, so perhaps hadn’t cottoned onto the best places for winter, but he was still asleep, so she 
tucked him up again securely and left the bag alone.    
  
The birds are all getting pretty active now, chaffinches and sparrows delicately carrying feathers and tiny sticks 
to some secret hideaway to make a nest, blue tits are in and out of the bird box and pigeons are doing things 
they ought not to do in front of the children, on top of our fence.  There are four male blackbirds which have 
been chasing each for some time now.  I was watching fascinated, as two of them were going round and round 
a small bush one day.  After they had been doing this for some time, a tiny wren shot suddenly out of their way.  
I have a feeling that he had been crouching down in the middle somewhere, frightened to move, until he couldn’t 
stand the excitement any longer and escaped. 
   

I’m not too good on birdsong but I had thought that I could recognise that of the 
goldfinch whose joyful song pours out, making him a prime target for a cage in the 
bad old days.  I could also recognise the annoyed chittering which it make when 
another of its kind tries to share the feeder, but only recently have I heard another 
from its repertoire.  I was listening to a wheezy little song of three or four birds 
answering each other.  I had thought they were greenfinches, but as I had a perfect 
view of two of them, discovered that they were goldfinches.  You live and learn.   
  
Now the days are lengthening, the bird song is getting louder, and although it’s been 
too chilly recently to sleep with my window open, I’m sure the dawn chorus must 
have started several weeks ago.  They are certainly making themselves heard later.  
Several times recently I’ve been putting out some crusts, worms and apples on the 
feeders (delicious menu), and the blackbirds have been singing fit to bust, 
chaffinches are fluting down the scale, dunocks, robins, sparrows and goldinches 
have all been trying to outdo each other and quite nearby a greater spotted 
woodpecker has been drumming away like mad.  

 
 
Later in the morning, as the sun comes up, there are larks - several of them both in the fields on the other side of 
the road and to the back of our garden.  In fact, one strayed almost overhead.  I haven’t heard one so close 
before.  Starlings are here in force too, beating all the smaller birds to the coconuts.  I don’t love starlings much 
except in their mumurations, but they have their place, and they are supposed to be endangered these days so 
I’ve stopped shouting at them.   

 
I went out with my daughter recently to Poole and Sandbanks via the ever fascinating chain ferry.  Fascinating to 
me because I never know that it’s moving until we get to the other side. We passed ghoulish looking cormorants 
perched on bouys and grebes bobbing about then disappearing and reappearing several yards away.  They 
seem to stay under water for ages.  Later, we went round to the other side of the harbour and watched wading 
birds feeding in the outgoing tide.  Amongst them were curlews, oyster catchers, godwits and a small flock of 
Brent geese.  Having only seen curlews on the moor when we lived in Devon, it was a pleasure to see them so 
close.  The tide doesn’t go out very far there and that part of the harbour is never very deep, so there were also 
busy little sanderlings, scampering about.   

  
I keep looking for frogs and their spawn in our small pond but they haven’t visited us yet.  How disappointing - I 
do hope that they don’t consider it too small for a frog nursery.  I have recently seen two frogs (both dead 
unfortunately) so they are about and presumably prowling around looking for a des res.  Just haven’t found ours 
yet.   



   Egg Fried Rice & Prawns 

 
This is a really quick and easy Spring-like recipe.  I have to emphasise that the rice must be cooked and cold.  
For some reason it doesn’t work if it is straight out of the saucepan.  So this is a good dish for any of yesterday’s 
left over rice. 
 
Serves 2 
4 eggs, beaten 
4 spring onions, roughly chopped – white and green part kept separate 
3 tbsp light oil (not olive)  - I use much less than this and it still works fine. 
2 carrots, finely chopped 
200g cooked peeled prawns 
350g cooked long grain rice. 
 
Mix the eggs with the white part of the onions. 
Heat 2 tblsp oil in a large frying pan, add the eggs and allow them to fry and begin to set and then gently stir, 
breaking up in large pieces.  Remove to a plate. 
Add 1 tblsp oil to pan and fry carrots with a little salt until soft and sweet.  Add the green parts of the spring 
onions and the prawns and fry for a few minutes until they brown a little. 
Add rice, stir well to coat all the grains and add soy sauce to taste and a few drops of sesame oil. 
Return the eggs to the pan and stir it all together before serving with a bit of coriander, if you have it, snipped on 
the top. 
 
This is a good basic Thai salad dressing for fresh tasting spring salads. 
4 tbsp lime juice 
2 tbsp fish sauce 
1-2 hot red chillies finely chopped- seeds removed 
Pinch of sugar to taste 
1 crushed garlic clove 
1tbsp rapeseed or light oil 
 
Mix all together in a jam jar and give a good shake.  Taste and adjust to your liking.  

Our Racing Life 
 
Did all Stourton Caundle’s racing enthusiasts groan as Cue Card fell as he got into a winning 
position in the Cheltenham Gold Cup?  The prospect of a £1,000,000  Triple Crown win crashed 
with him.  
He was soon up and galloping on, but the fall dashed the hopes of our local trainer, Colin Tizzard 
from Milborne Port.  “That’s racing for you,” he said, philosophically.  “The horse got up and that’s 
the most important thing.” 
Thistlecrack, from the same stable, scored a scorching 7 lengths win the day before in the Ryanair 
World Hurdle, proving that a small, local yard can be a world beater.  The Times recorded that 
Colin, ‘from deep, dark Dorset’ said, “This is probably as good as it is ever going to get.”  
   

SK 

Church AGM 
The Church AGM is on Thursday 21st April at 7.30pm in the church. 
The meeting is open to anyone who wishes to attend. 

Songs of Praise 
On 12th June, the usual 2nd Sunday Service at the Church will be a celebration for the Queens 
Birthday with church bells rung at the end of the service. 



Village Hall 100 Club        

The Draw was made at the Trooper on 16
th
 March 2016.  The winning numbers were: 

First Prize:   £25.00 No.217 Bill Johnson 

Second Prize:  £20.00 No.62  Judith Ham 

Third Prize:   £15.00 No.113 Dave & Sue Cooke 

 

Many thanks to all members for your continued support of the Village Hall.  It is time to collect 

again from those of you who choose to pay every 6 months, so a few doorbells will be ringing in 

the next few weeks. 

 

The next two draws will take place on 13
th
 April and 18

th
 May at about 9pm at The Trooper. 

 Anna Oliver 

Garden Club Meeting 
 
On Wednesday 9 March the garden club welcomed back Neil Lovesey from Picket Lane Nursery, for a talk 
entitled “Gardening on Clay”, a subject close to the heart of many Stourton Caundlers.  Neil was as 
entertaining and informative as always, and kept the audience hooked for well over an hour.  He explained 
why clay is both the best and worst soil on which to garden, being high in nutrients but badly drained, and 
how to improve it so that plants thrive: lots of grit, lots of compost, a lot of top dressing material, and the 
introduction of better drainage being the key recommendations.  However, Neil also pointed out that what we 
see growing in the hedgerows around us can give us a clue as to what copes well with clay.  We may not 
want, for example, creeping buttercups or old man’s beard in our flower beds, but there are any number of 
choice garden plants which belong to the same botanical families and which will flourish in similar 
circumstances.  He was also keen to encourage gardeners not to believe everything they read on plant 
labels, suggesting that “prefers well drained soil and a sunny position” does not mean that the plant in 
question cannot cope with clay or a bit of shade, although it may not grow quite so quickly or spread quite so 
far. Finally, he suggested that it is always worth trying out a plant we like; if it looks unhappy in the first place 
we choose then we can move it somewhere else! 
 
As always, Neil had a selection of interesting and unusual plants to sell, and as usual he had to carry very few 
of these home with him.             

 Broken Nails 

                   April and May Gardening Tips by Nikki Hale 

April 
First early and second early potatoes can be planted.  Remember to earth up the shoots in case of 
frost. 
Start feeding roses with general purpose fertilizer. 
Start sowing carrots, parsnips, spinach and lettuce straight into the soil. 
In the greenhouse, plant cauliflowers, broccoli and leeks.  Courgettes, cucumbers and pumpkins can 
be sown but they need some heat. 
Prick out seedlings before they get leggy. 
Start feeding flowerbeds with either a general purpose fertilizer or well- rotted manure. 
 
May 
Look out for aphids and either spray or squash! 
Check gooseberry bushes for sawfly and either spray or squash the caterpillars. 
Divide crowded bulbs. 
Plant up hanging baskets but don’t hang until frosts are over.  
Dahlias can be planted out at the end of the month. 
Box hedging can be lightly trimmed near the end of the month. 



Golf Society Monthly Report – March 2016 
 

A dry day, with a stiff, cooling breeze this month. Folke was back to its full length, with no temporary greens 

or tees, and was in wonderful condition. We were joined by two newbies this month (welcome Barry and Vic), 

and we hope to see them again. 

 

Alban Harris was head and shoulders above the rest of the field 

today, with 21 points. A very good performance on a testing day, 

and a winner two months in succession shows good skill 

improvement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The team winners this month, with a score of 43, were Vic 
Christopher, Alban Harris, Marty Bond and Lawrie Yandell. 
Well done on a great team score 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


