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Hello again 

Although producing THE STOURTON CAUNDLER cannot be described as ‘routine’ (ask my wife as 

production time draws near for each issue!), it is very good to have a break from any regular activity 

from  time to time and The Caundler Team have enjoyed their summer break as much as everyone else.  

So ‘welcome back’ to those who have been away for a holiday, and for those who stayed closer to home 

‘haven’t we been lucky with the weather’.  It is good to remember what a decent summer is like! 

However, back to business and this edition brings its usual eclectic mix of reports and announcements.  

The golfers have been out twice and the Garden Club has been on a visit; meanwhile Phil Knott’s report 

on changes in dairy farming over the last half century reminds us all of Stourton Caundle’s roots.  The 

whole is summed up by Helen Bennett’s picture on the front cover – long may it last. 

We have some new advertisers; please take the trouble to see what they offer and when contacting 

them, tell them that you found their details in THE STOURTON CAUNDLER.  Advertising provides the 

revenue that enables us to publish the magazine; they support us, so please support them in turn. 

Meanwhile there is much to look forward to.  Whilst the diary on the back cover fulfils its usual role, we 

are also giving early warning of some other activities being planned further ahead.  No doubt, there will 

be many more things to look forward to as clubs and others plan and announce their winter 

programmes.                                             

Tim Villiers 

Sky at night 

September is the month of the Harvest Moon which this year will be hanging in our skies like a 

benevolent lantern illuminating the countryside throughout most of the night between the 16
th

 and the 

22
nd

 of the month. In days gone by, when most people in our village worked on the land in one way or 

another, the gathering in of the harvest was a major undertaking. No combine harvesters for them, just 

sweat and back-breaking toil as they manually reaped and gathered in the crop, assisted where possible 

by horse-drawn transport. Thanks to the Harvest Moon, people could labour all hours, day or night, 

taking advantage of any clear spell of weather that happened to 

come along. How times have changed! 

The bright planet Venus continues to be visible very low on the 

western horizon during a brief interval some 30-60 minutes 

after sunset. The only other planet readily visible during the 

evening is a much fainter Saturn which happens to lie just 

northwards of Venus in the sky around the middle of the 

month. Finally, summer officially ends on Sunday 22
nd

, the day 

of the Autumnal Equinox, at 6.11 pm to be   precise.             

Richard Miles 

Village Concert 
 

Saturday 28 September, 7.00 for 7.30 pm  
there'll be a bar, with waitress service as usual,  

and entertainment of all sorts (plus some difficult to imagine) 
from members of our village community.  

All proceeds will go to village charities/funds. 
Further details from John Waltham on 01963 362890,  
P.S.  It's not too late to join up to perform or help out  



The monthly draws took place on 17 July and 14 August at The Trooper.  The winners were: 

 

July: 

First Prize:      £15.00   No.209  John Waltham 

Second Prize:    £12.00   No.193  Nic Walters 

Third Prize:     £10.00   No.95  Liz Scott 

Midsummer Bonus Prize:    

       £25.00   No.7   Peter Knott 

 

August: 

First Prize:       £21.00   No.219  Maureen Villiers 

Second Prize:    £18.00   No.215  Sue Skeats 

Third Prize:       £15.00   No.210  Bill Johnson 

 

The next monthly draw will take place at The Trooper on Wednesday 18 September at about 9 pm. 

                 Anna Oliver 

 

Village Hall ‘100’ Club monthly draw   

Parish Council 

The Parish Council met on 10 July to discuss various matters which were raised at the A.G.M. The Garden Club 

had suggested a consultation about desirable improvements to the Village Hall, in particular the lack of facilities 

for catering for large events, inadequate disabled access and W.C facilities and the noisy heating. Chairman of the 

Management Committee, Vinny Taylor, listed various improvements that had already been completed, including 

new flooring and curtains and noise-reducing baffles for the boiler. Plastering of part of the brick wall behind the 

stage to provide a good projection screen was planned.  The kitchen had been replaced quite recently but an 

industrial dish washer was not practical for the small number of times it would need to be used.  The rear door 

could be used for disabled access but there would need to be an agreement over the shared access.  A disabled 

toilet could be built in the shower area which would enable the door to open outwards onto the corridor.  The 

Parish Council suggested wi-fi and space for storage and the possibility of using the committee room for an office 

for public use when plans needed to be viewed, but there were concerns about security and funding. Mr. 

Dummett suggested 2014 would be a good time for a fund-raising event as it was the 40
th

 anniversary of the hall 

and the 100
th

 anniversary of the outbreak of World War 1. 

 

The telephone kiosk is to remain in use and is to be refurbished by B.T.  Post boxes are maintained on a 3-yearly 

basis by Royal Mail.  

 

The defibrillator is now operational, with thanks to Neil Gillard and Vinny Taylor who will manage the weekly 

checks. 

 

Mr. Dummett asked if the Parish Council could help with the increased cost of a new host for the village website 

and it was agreed to give THE STOURTON CAUNDLER an annual grant of £100 to cover this as the website and 

the magazine are valuable community assets. 

 

Clive Jones and Paul Lane had repaired the damage to the play-area equipment, saving £800 on the 

manufacturer’s estimate. 

 

Signposts are deteriorating again and, as there are no funds available for the council to do this work, volunteers 

are being sought to undertake repairs instead.  Letters and fingerboards are available. 

 

Mr. Dummett also suggested developing a conservation area in the cemetery with bat and bird boxes and insect 

habitats, which could also provide the potential to save on the cost of grass cutting.              

Sue Harris, Clerk 

 



New arrivals 

We welcome to the village:  Justin Saint at 8 Stalbridge Road. 

The Village Hall 

Following discussions at the Parish Council meeting in July, I thought it might be helpful to write a short 

piece explaining how the village hall is run. 

The hall is owned by the Parish Council and is run on its behalf by a management committee consisting 

of elected members and representatives of the various clubs and organisations which use the hall. 

At the AGM in May 2013 the following committee members were elected. 

 Chairman – Vinny Taylor 

 Vice Chairman – Peter Knott 

 Treasurer – Oliver Simon 

 Secretary – Anita Shardlow 

 Letting Officer – Jacky Elliott 

 ‘100 Club’ – Anna Oliver and Delia Lane 

 Members – Harry Dike and Ben Bennett 

 Nominated representatives from each of the clubs or organizations in the  village that use the 

hall. 

Funding for maintenance, heating and lighting of the hall comes from letting fees, profit from the ‘100 

Club’ and a discretionary grant from the Parish Council.  In addition, funding for improvements to the 

hall is sought by Harry Dike, who applies to various charitable bodies for specific grants. The latest such 

application this summer means that the windows in the main hall will be replaced in the autumn.  Other 

potential projects to improve the facilities in the hall will be discussed at the  committee meeting in 

September.  

The hall is well used by the Sports Club, with badminton, table tennis, short-mat bowling and snooker on 

offer. There are Pilates classes and it is hoped to start a Zumba class in the autumn.  The Garden Club 

and the Welcome Club meet in the hall each month and the Parish Council meetings are held in the hall.  

The hall is also used for social events and as the polling station for local and national elections. 

Vinny Taylor 

14 September   Dorset Historic Churches Trust ‘Ride 

      and Stride’ fund raising event.     

 

Sponsorship forms from Olivia Bastable  



Naturally thinking 

Wasps aren’t all bad; in fact, out of the 30,000 or so species only about 2,000 are the stinging variety.  Quite 

enough, you might say, but rest easy for not many of those live in this country.  They come in all shapes, sizes 

and colours, but the ones we really hate – those brown and yellow things that buzz angrily and make us flap our 

arms uncontrollably during August and September – are Social Wasps, though I don’t regard anything that stings 

me as being particularly social.   

The trouble is that, unlike bees that die after one sting, a wasp can sting many times and emits a pheramone 

which attracts all its friends and relations should you be unfortunate enough to have hit upon a nest.   

For those of us who have seen one of these nests, can you honestly say that you are not impressed by the 

wonderfully complex papery creation made from the chewed up wood fibres built by the queen and her workers 

in the spring?  She would have been mated the previous year, found somewhere warm to hibernate over winter, 

then looked around for somewhere suitable to begin her nest.  She begins with a sort of starter home and raises 

a few female workers to take over the task of increasing the size of the nest, so that she can lay an egg in each 

six-sided cell until there are about 50,000 of them.  She and her workers, with the exception of the next mated 

queens, all die off in the winter and then the whole process begins again.  Love them or loath them, you’ve got 

to at least give them a bit of credit for their building skills.   

In early July we went to what we have christened the ‘Orchid Verges’ in the little lane by Holt Woods.  There we 

found a plethora of orchids, both Purple and Butterfly, standing tall and proud in the long grasses.  It seems they 

are increasing year on year and soon, I’m sure, they will be growing on each side of this lane from top to bottom.  

It seems an age since I was able to walk properly, but since I have now had the second foot operated on and I 

have only two feet, I live in hope that I will soon be able to walk our lanes once more. In the meantime I see a lot 

from our windows, and I’m very lucky that there is such a lot to see from them.   

Take the butterflies for instance.  It was very early July when I was wailing ‘where are all the butterflies?’ and 

suddenly there they were, drifting around in little clouds, Tortoiseshells, Large Whites, Small Whites, 

Gatekeepers, Brimstones, Meadow Browns, Peacocks, Red Admirals, a Marbled White and a Holly Blue.  The 

Large Whites are everywhere, sometimes eight or nine in a cluster (a bit of mating chasing going on here, so it’s 

hard luck on all the cabbage growers) but mostly they dance from flower to flower for a quick sip of refreshment 

before heading off to a neighbouring Buddleia.  They, together with the Tortoiseshells, gathered in profusion on 

a Lavender and deep purple Salvia by the gate.  

These lovely little creatures had obviously been waiting for the summer heat that eventually arrived in July, but 

according to the people who keep watch over such things, there are some species that have continued to 

decline, such as the Red Admiral.  All species suffered enormous losses in the cold spring and summer of 2012 so 

it is really heartening to see such improvement this year.  

The spring and summer has not been without its bird characters.  A female blackbird discovered that we had a 

ready source of food whilst she was scurrying round trying to find something nutritious for her large babies and, 

having watched where it came from, helped herself from the small jar of sultanas which is kept on the trolley 

near the door.  She was a bit put out on the occasions when she found the lid on the jar and almost bent her 

beak trying to get at them.  When her offspring became self-sufficient she ceased to visit us, unlike Mr Bocelli 

who came to us through all seasons.   

We have two robins but, being territorial they keep strictly apart, one at each end of the garden.  The one 

furthest away takes no notice of us but the other has his own little feeder near the door for mealworms.   He 

comes and looks at us with a bright but mournful eye if it’s empty and he too will come and sit on the trolley 

with his head on one side until we get the hint and fill it up again.   

Early each morning now, I watch a large flock of House Martins stirring the air, wheeling higher and higher, 

catching breakfast.  Sometimes a few of them break away from the crowd and dive over for a quick inspection of 

their old nest beneath the gutter of our neighbour’s house.  After about 8 am they have all disappeared.   

Anyone know where they go to?    

                   Margaret Waddingham    



Dairy farming 

One of the most noticeable changes to have taken place in the fields surrounding the village in the last 60 

years, apart from the significant decline in bird life, wildflowers and the loss of meadow grasses and the elm 

trees which used to dominate the hedgerows, is the disappearance of dairy cows from the fields. The one 

surviving herd at Brunsells Farm has now been relocated to a purpose- built unit at Brunsells Knapp. 

During the 1950s milk production was still crucially important for the village economy. There were dairy 

herds at all six of the former main estate-owned farms, Manor Farm, Brunsells Farm, Barrow Hill Farm, 

Newleaze Farm, Higher Woodrow and Woodrow Farms, together with herds at Newland and Rockhill 

Farms, with the land attached to both of these farms being formerly part of Newleaze Farm. There were 

also dairy herds at Cockhill Farm and Haddon and at Brunsells Knapp Farm. Fred Priddle also had a herd of 

around a dozen cows, renting land and a milking shed at the rear of Gwyers, making a total of 12 dairy 

farms operating within the parish boundary. A common sight on a summer afternoon was to see Fred’s 

cows ambling down the village street, following afternoon milking, to graze in the orchard at the rear of his 

residence at Myrtle Cottage. Milk production has subsequently ceased at all 12 of these locations.  

Before the formation of the Milk Marketing Board in 1933 the milk was taken in churns to either the 

Prideaux family-run milk depot at Gold Street, Stalbridge or to the milk train at Stalbridge station, for 

transportation to London. After 1933 the milk was collected daily by lorry and transported to one of the 

local milk depots located at Stalbridge, King’s Stag, Sturminster Newton and the Cow and Gate factory at 

Wincanton. 

During the 1920s all milking was still done by hand. In addition to 

the locations previously listed, cows were also milked at Dowdings 

Barton, at Golden Hill, where Wagtails now stands, while Baker 

Hays had a small cow stall at the rear of where Vale View is now 

located.  In 1925 my then ten year-old uncle, Frank Palmer, in 

common with other boys at that time, started milking four cows 

every morning at Manor Farm, before attending the village primary 

school, and returning to milk them again at the end of the school 

day. Although some pigs and free range hens were kept, and a few 

acres of corn were grown, most local farms were mainly 

dependaent on the income from milk production. The abolition of guaranteed milk prices after the First 

World War meant that there was no funding available for the maintenance of buildings, or for investment in 

tractors, machinery or the installation of milking machines.  

The formation of the Milk Marketing Board resulted in a return to a guaranteed minimum price for milk, 

giving dairy farmers the confidence to invest in milking machines. Until the early 1950s these herds 

consisted mainly of Shorthorn cattle. There was a gradual introduction of Friesian cows during this decade 

and by 1960 this breed had mostly replaced the Shorthorns. 

The first two Friesian cows, introduced into the herd at Manor Farm in the mid-1950s, were named Darky 

and Fairy. The remaining Shorthorns, numbering around 70, were gradually replaced with Friesians as they 

became barren. Until the construction of the covered yards in the mid 1950s the herd remained out of 

doors throughout the year. Winter fodder consisted of hay, kale and mangolds. The harvested mangolds 

were stored in a clamp thatched in the same way as a haystack, to ensure they remained in good condition 

throughout the winter.  Reap hooks were used to cut the kale, which was then loaded onto a wagon and 

hauled to the field where the cattle were due to spend the night. 

The deregulation of milk prices in 1994 hastened the ongoing reduction in the number of dairy herds. The 

contrast between the fully-automated milking unit now in operation at Brunsells Farm, with the 12 dairy 

farms in the village during the 1950s, illustrates the revolution that has taken place in milk production, both 

locally and nationally.  The vast improvements in hygiene, nutrition and animal husbandry, together with 

the house rearing and frequency of herd replacements, has resulted in the significant increase in milk yields 

and milk quality seen during the last 60 years.            

  Phil Knott 



Weather report for June & July 

Temperature (°C)         Maximum                    Minimum           Average 

    High              Low    High                Low 

June 2013  25.2 (18
th
)     17.3 (12

th
)  16.4 (20

th
)   6.3 (3

rd
)   15.9 

June 2012  26.7 (17
th
)     13.1 (7

th
)  15.8 (27

th
)   8.3 (14

th
)   15.3 

June 2011  29.2 (27
th
)     15.2 (12

th
)  16.6 (27

th
)   5.6 (1

st
)   15.4 

 

July 2013   30.4 (14
 th

, 19
th
)  20.6 (3

rd
)  17.6 (23

rd
)   10.2 (4

th
)   20.2 

July 2012   26.8 (26
th
)     16.5 (18

th
)  16.4 (27

th
)   8.4 (21

st
)   16.5 

July 2011   24.6 (3
rd

)       17.4 (18
th
)  16.4 (29

th
)   7.8 (1

st
)   16.6 

 

Notes:  Finally we have experienced a proper summer for once. July in particular was glorious, 

especially during the period of the 13
th
 – 26

th
 when every day the maximum temperature 

exceeded 80°F in old money!     

Richard Miles 

   Garden Club  

The second Garden Club visit of the summer took place on Friday 9 August when 

some 30 members travelled to Halstock, near Yetminster to see the garden created by 

Dilly Hobson.  Dilly and her husband, Tim, moved into Harvard Farm almost 20 years 

ago, at which time there was no garden but an extensive range of derelict farm 

buildings and concrete hard standing.  Over the intervening years buildings have been 

restored, with others removed to create growing areas.  The result is a fascinating 

mixture of hard landscaping, extensive (mainly evergreen) structural planting, and an 

enormous range of attractive and carefully tended plants.  The weather was perfect, allowing all to 

enjoy the colours and scents provided. 

The visit was jointly organised by Sue Simon and the chairman of the Garden Club, Howard ffitch, 

and a selection of sticky cakes was provided by Sue, Howard and Dilly herself.  Our thanks to all three 

of them for providing a delightful afternoon out. 

The next Garden Club event is the Summer Show and Geranium Tea Party at the village hall on 

Saturday 7 September, at which all are welcome.  Everybody is invited to bring their exhibits to the 

hall between 9:00 and 10.30am, with viewing starting at 2.00pm.  The Geranium Tea Party will begin 

at 4.00pm, with prize giving and an auction taking place.  Tickets for the tea party are £4 each (£2 for 

children) and should be bought in advance from Marjo Walker, Jane Onslow or Howard ffitch. 

Broken Nails 

            Garden tip 

Main crop potatoes should be ready for lifting.  Dry off and clean before storing in a cool, 

dry place.  

 

Plant spring flowering daffodil bulbs.  Planting depth should be twice the height of the 

bulbs – approx. 4”.  



Sue Molesworth 

 

It is with sadness that we write of the recent death of Sue Molesworth, 

only six months after the death of her husband Anthony (the Canon, as 

we knew him). 

Sue had lived with Anthony in Stourton Caundle for over 20 years. Always 

busy with some craft, food, or garden-related project, Sue was also a very 

able spinner and hand-loom weaver, selling the waistcoats and other 

garments that she made (in the garden shed) at craft shows both in 

Stourton Caundle and throughout the South West. And as a UK qualified 

midwife and tutor, Sue was also extremely well travelled, delivering 

babies from Alaska to Borneo! It was from there that she travelled alone 

through three continents and the same number of military coups in the 

late 1960s, to Swaziland, where she met Anthony. A devoted wife, Sue 

supported Anthony when he became a parish priest on their return to the 

UK from Swaziland and throughout his retirement. You never felt that you 

had heard enough of Sue’s life stories as she always had something more 

to tell each time you saw her.  

They leave two children, Anna and Hugh, and two little grandchildren, Oenone and Toby, who gave 

them great pleasure.  It was marvellous that Sue was able to have a very special two-week holiday with 

them before she became ill. A very kind and determined lady, Sue loved the village, her friends and the 

surrounding countryside. Together with Anthony she will be missed.              

 Jane Colville/Anna Weild 

From the Parish Registers 

Baptisms 7 July   Isabelle Yeo;  3 August  Arabella Long 

Funeral 31 July  Susan Molesworth 

Culinary Corner 

Liver – lambs’, or calves’ if you can get it. 

 

Slice thinly 

Flash fry each slice in pan of hot olive oil until each side is brown 

Add 2 tablespoons of raspberry vinegar (and a splash of red wine optional) 

Simmer for a few minutes so that the sauce thickens 

Serve immediately, together with mashed potatoes. 

  

 Plum Tart  –  Victoria plums are good 

 

Blind bake puff pastry in a round baking tray 

Cut the plums in half and de-stone them 

Place them tightly in circles on pastry,  

Sprinkle with brown sugar and white alcohol (such as vodka or eau de vie) 

Place in a hot oven until the plums are soft 

Serve with crème-fraiche or vanilla ice-cream. 

  

Ginny Hibbert 



Stourton Caundle League Of Golfers 
 

Well I’m sure that in time 22 July 2013 will be remembered as the day our future King George was born, but for the 40 

guys who took part in this year’s annual golf day, it will be remembered for a superb day spent at Long Sutton Golf Club, 

with the sun shining down on us yet again. 
 

Many took the opportunity to travel on the bus, which as usual flowed with great anticipation and camaraderie, especially 

as most of us had been inspired by the heroic display of golf by Phil Mickelson during the final round at the Open.  We 

were greeted at Long Sutton with coffee and bacon rolls, the fuel of champions.  A few headed to the range to fine-tune 

their swings, a few to the practice green to home in on their putting and a few  were spotted at the bar trying to calm their 

nerves 
 

The first tee shot is always by far the most demanding with everybody standing watching, but oh my!, ‘Haven’t we all im-

proved over the years’?  Almost everybody got it away and their rounds were off and running. With sun-baked fairways 

and soft, watered greens the course was in fantastic condition and credit goes to the green staff for producing such a good 

course to play. 
 

One thing I must mention, for all who think golf is a good walk spoiled, or a game played by chaps wearing plus-fours and 

tweed, you are very much mistaken. Going by the array of colours on display this year, it is now more like a fashion show 

and I have been prompted to award a prize next year for the best dressed golfer. (What?) 
 

As usual we played for various prizes from individual to team events; longest drive to nearest the pin, but the main prize is 

that of Champion Golfer and holder of the Henry Paull Challenge Cup, and of course the honour of bragging rights for the 

year. 
 

The winners were 

Yellow Ball – Pete Knott, Steve Spicer, Paul Tite, Ted Watts 

Team – David Conduit, Nick Keenan, David Keenan, Rob Mitchell 

Random Pairs – Nick Keenan, Andrew Conduit 

Longest Drive – Matt Long 

Nearest Pin – Andrew Conduit 

Individual 3
rd

 – John Kewley (35pts) 

Individual 2
nd

 – John Johnson (36pts) 

Individual 1
st

 – Nick Keenan (41pts) (Bragging rights!) 

I would like to thank everybody who took part in making this such a success and look forward to next year. If you are con-

sidering a game of golf, we have a monthly roll up at Folke GC, first tee off at 9.30 am on the third Sunday of the month. 

All are welcome, even if you haven’t played before.  We hope to see you there!     

Roger Paull 

The August meeting was held at Folke on Sunday 18 August with the following emerging at the top of 

the Stableford competition: 

 

 

1   Martyn Bond 21 points 

2   John Johnson 17 points 

3=  John Kewley 16 points 

  Mark Paull 

  Roger Paull   

 

Dave Conduit 


