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With thanks to this edition’s ‘Roving Editors’ 

Deanne Tremlett & Jenny Cottrell 
Please present all contributions for the next  issue to the editor by 12 noon 

on  Friday 25th November 
by e-mail if possible.  E-mail address: thecaundler@hotmail.co.uk.   
Please use only “Word” documents when sending contributions.  

Any articles or correspondence published in this magazine do not necessarily reflect the views of the Committee or the Editor. Reproduction of any articles is prohibited 
without the prior permission of the Editor. 
We try to ensure the accuracy of the content of The Stourton Caundler, but cannot guarantee that it will always be current, accurate or complete.  The inclusion of 
advertisements is not a recommendation of the goods or services of those advertising.  The Committee and the Editor cannot be held responsible for negative consequences 
arising as a result of doing business with advertisers and recommend that you confirm appropriate references and any professional qualifications of advertisers for yourself. 



Social Media  
Alas, the divide between those in the village who frequently spend time updating 
their status on line and those of us who, instead, upend their purse/wallets looking 
for a stamp is almost certainly created by age... 
That said, this time of the year marks a fresh start for many villagers who fall into 
the former category! 
 
Martha, Heidi, Oscar, Thomas, Jo and Sammy have graduated from 
Bishops Caundle and Sherborne primary schools and are starting their secondary 
school careers at the Gryphon; others have completed their school careers and are 
starting at university or college and many others are starting out in their careers. 
 
It is with gratitude then that we thank those of them who have taken the time to 
contribute articles to this issue documenting their experiences. Writing a couple of 
paragraphs is a lot more time consuming than choosing an emoji … and it speaks 
volumes about the type of people the village and its parents are sending out in 
to the world.     

Deanne Tremlett 

Me and Singing  
When I was 12, I sang at the Queen’s Jubilee, and was 
encouraged by a friend from there to join the National 
Youth Choir; I went to Bristol for an audition and have been 
in the choir for 4 years now. The choir meets twice a year 
for a residential week ending with a concert. At the course 
we have an individual singing lesson and group theory 
lessons which are both very beneficial! I have done some 
amazing things that I will never forget at National Youth 
Choir, such as numerous concerts at the Royal Albert hall, 
and have sung in many different languages: Hebrew, 
African, Latin, French, German and more! It’s an incredible 
experience within a community of like-minded people!  
         

 Emma Reynolds 

My 3 Weeks at The Gryphon 
It was September the third when I arrived in the sports hall and went with my tutor 
(Mrs Booth). My first day at the Gryphon wasn’t as fun as I thought. However I 
found school fun on my third week. In my Spanish class. I was very hyper and was 
sat next to my friend Maisie. The other seat was free. Suddenly, the deputy head 
teacher came and sat next to me. As I was hyper I said hi. At that moment the 
worksheet was handed out It had smiley faces on it. I offered the deputy some 
smiley faces. At lunch I was in the canteen line when I saw the deputy head again 
and started waving at him and shouting saying I knew him and sat next to him in 
Spanish. All my friends looked really embarrassed and started walking me into the 
canteen. That was the only weird and embarrassing thing that has happed so far!!            

Martha Hyde Parker 



 Duke of Edinburgh 
Last year I participated in the Duke of Edinburgh Silver Award, and the year before that I 
completed Bronze. The Award has not only been a challenge for me and any other person 
taking part, but it has provided me with a wider knowledge and greater awareness of the 
world around me. During the award, I learned and developed many important life skills that 
are not always so easy to catch onto. However through the use of DofE these lessons were 
learnt in a fun, practical way as opposed to some other learning scenarios. 
The main skill that is picked up relatively quickly and effectively developed throughout the 
DofE is teamwork. This skill is picked up the quickest whilst on the expeditions with your 
team, but you also get a chance to develop it as you go through the other sections – 
volunteering, physical activity and skill activity – which gives you an idea of the value of 
teamwork in several different types of situation. 
I would recommend doing DofE at any level – Bronze, Silver or Gold – because it is an 
amazing experience that is thoroughly enjoyable and it will teach you many life lessons as 
well as team work I’ve already mentioned, navigation and survival skills. It is a very effective 
and fun way of making new friends. The award also helps you to stand out from the crowd 
which is particularly beneficial when applying for jobs, universities and colleges. 
DofE is also worth the time and effort as it pushes you perhaps outside your comfort zone, 
getting you to do things that you may never have expected you’d ever do. And to add a 
significant incentive, once you have completed all three awards (Bronze, Silver and Gold), 
your final award is presented to you by a member of the royal family.                            

By Sam and Tom 

Oscar Lewis's school life at All Saints Primary School 
My name is Oscar and I am 10 and just about to tell you about my life at school. 

We have to get to school for 8.45. This is a rush as I am not great at getting up in 
the morning. The day starts either with quick maths, (not my strong point!) to get 
going or Wake and Shake as it's officially known, we have to do a dance routine to 
'Shakles'. 
Most teachers would say I am the naughty one but what most pupils would say is 
that I am the most entertaining one. Well that's what I think anyway! 
My form teacher is Mrs Kellaway, she is probably the most jokey teacher in school, 
she always wants a laugh now and again. She brought in a real tortoise for Roald 
Dahl fancy dress day, that is mad!!!!  
The head of All Saints is the tall Mrs Crumpler. Now let's be honest she is quite 

stern (sorry Mrs Crumpler.) but a very good teacher, if you're lucky enough to be taught by her.  
My DT and French teacher is Miss Scott. (Our very own Stourton Caundler, Jess Scott! - Ed) 
She also does after school clubs, which I will explain later, or soon - depends on how quickly you 
read this. She is (as I say) the most talented teacher I have ever met, and I think most people 
would agree. 
I play the guitar so pop out of class once a week to have a lesson from Mr Chester; he taught us 
Doctor Who for All Saints' Got Talent which was great fun!  
Right, now I shall tell you (by you I mean readers and listeners) about our after school clubs.  
Well done for waiting ...... Miss Scott runs After School Dance Crew, which is cool because 
there's a uniform for the club. It's purple and gold, with writing on the back saying 'All Saints 
Dance Crew', and has gold kids dancing on the front. The other club I go to is Tuesday football 
where you just play a match! Another is tennis on Thursday where you bring ,or borrow a tennis 
racket. 
My favourite bit of school is science, it is the only logical explanation for everything and nothing 
is made up!  And it's interesting.  
OK yes you've guessed it, this is the ending...... Bye lads, ladies and um children, bye citizens of 
the area. 
Oh no! I don't want to stop!  
Ok bye bye bye!  Have you gone now? 
OK now bye. Ok they've gone now.    

Oscar Lewis [10] 



Don’t’ Put Your Son On The Stage Mrs T! 
My experience of the drama world, as much of which I have explored thus far anyway, 
has been an ongoing series of beautiful journeys, happy accidents, stomach churning 
auditions and intriguing conversations. It's an ongoing path which I am hoping to follow 
as a career. 
I had, during primary school, been a part of the Wriggle Valley Players (which was as 
forbidding as the name may suggest -*sarcasm*) 
However I had no real enjoyment in what I was doing beyond the mischief back stage, 
and didn't really know what I was doing onstage either! 
The first time I truly engrossed myself was in the Gryphon School production of "We 
Will Rock You" [The Queen musical]. I played a minor speaking role and on the last 
night before the finale, as if it were a cliche, I felt an overwhelming sense of purpose on 
stage and fell in love with performing and all it means.  
After the production I suffered withdrawal and I knew I would not survive without 
another such experience. I pleaded with my family (aka mother) to join an army of 
companies and workshops so that I could relive the bliss.  
Since then I have taken part in a number of workshops organised by Artslink in 
Sherborne (which I can highly recommend) and by Hauser and Wirth in Bruton, 
delivered by a team from the Bristol Old Vic and joined the YYT (Yeovil Youth theatre). 
I am also part of the dance team that have made it to the regional (south) finals of Rock 
Challenge with our piece titled 'You Will Never Know Who I Really Am’, a cautionary 
tale on the dangers of the internet.  
Last year I was part of the YYT production of 'Annie' staged at the Octagon Theatre in 
Yeovil and this year auditioned for, and managed to get, a main role in their production 
of "Seussical" (a musical comprised from Dr Seuss' books and poems], Horton the 
Elephant 
Also, this year, the Gryphon School's Christmas production is 'Footloose' and I am to 
play the stuffy old Pastor, a role for which those who know me well will understand I am 
uniquely unqualified for.... any grumpy old man tips gratefully accepted... 
In the future I hope to continue along my path into the world of theatre, whether it be 
singing, acting, writing or directing and in February next year I have an audition at the 
Bristol Old Vic for the National Youth Theatre. Please keep everything crossed for me!        

  
Tom Forrest [15] 

Calling All Bridge Players 
As a new arrival in Stourton Caundle I am feeling the withdrawal symptoms of 
leaving the friendly bridge club in our old village. We played a very casual game, 
reasonably but not overwhelmingly competitive, just for fun. If there are any people in the 
village who would be interested in a regular foursome (or multiples thereof) please will 
you contact Stuart Lillie of the Saddlery, 8 Drove Close or phone 01963362594.  
No bidding boxes, no tournament directors, the odd bit of banter and, hopefully, lots of 
fun.       

       Stuart Lillie 



                                    Our Children, Our Future 

This time of the year marks a fresh start for many of our Stourton Caundle children.   
Martha, Heidi, Oscar, Thomas, Jo and Sonny have graduated from Bishops Caundle and 
Sherborne primary schools and are starting their secondary school careers at The Griffin.  
We wish them luck and look forward to a wave as they go by on the bus!  
Others have completed their school education and are starting at University or College, or 
taking up employment locally.  We wish them every success and would love it if they would 
keep in touch by letting us know how they are getting on.  A round up of news of our young 
people would be greatly appreciated by those of us who have watched them grow up – so 
please, send in updates. 
Finally, we would like to comment on the politeness and openness of our village teenagers.  
They  talk to ‘oldies’ with good humour and respect, and send us on our way feeling all the 
better for meeting them.  There are parents out there who should feel justly proud.   
     

SK 

Lemon Courgette Cake 
Use up those courgettes from the garden that just keep on coming with this easy recipe!  It 
freezes well too. 
200g (7 oz) grated courgette 
150g (5 oz) caster sugar 
1 egg 
125ml (4 fl oz) vegetable oil 
200g (7 oz) plain flour 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
1/2 teaspoon bicarbonate of soda 
1/4 teaspoon baking powder 
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
2 teaspoons lemon zest 
 
Directions 
Preheat oven to 160 C / Gas mark 3.  Grease a loaf tin. 
In a bowl, beat together the courgette, sugar, egg and oil.  In a separate bowl, sift together 
the flour, salt, bicarbonate of soda and baking powder; stir in the cinnamon and lemon zest.  
Stir the flour mixture into the courgette mixture just until blended.  Pour the batter into the 
prepared tin. 
Bake for 45 minutes in the preheated oven or until a knife inserted in the centre comes out 
clean. Remove from heat and cool for about 10 minutes before turning out onto a wire rack 
to cool completely. 
You can also add raisins or chopped walnuts to the mix. or cut the cake in half horizontally 
and sandwich the two halves together with lemon butter cream or cream cheese frosting.  
Delicious! 

            Jenny Cottrell 

Carols 2016 
You probably don’t want to be reminded of Christmas yet, 
but I’m afraid it’s inevitable!  So just to let you know well in 
advance that we shall once again be gathering outside The 
Trooper for carols on Thursday, 15

th
 December, at 7pm.  

That’s a bit later than usual but hopefully it will suit more 
people.  Read the December edition for further details.   
            Margaret Waddingham 



Naturally Thinking by Margaret Waddingham 
 

On one of those warm, silky evenings at the end of August, I was sitting in the rapidly fading 
dusk beneath the arbour at the bottom of the garden.   Stars and a crescent moon hung above 
me, and nothing seemed to be moving except for a flitting bat and a few moths.  Suddenly, I 
realised that I was not alone.  Sitting a few yards away, an owl had arrived so silently that I 
hadn’t heard it, and was sitting on top of the bird feeding station.  Although it was too dark to see 
it properly, from its outline it was obviously a tawny owl.  It remained there for a couple of 
minutes before if took off, past the apple tree and round the corner of the house, moving as 
silently as it had arrived.    
Never having been this close to an owl before, I was struck by the   silence of its flight.  Owls, 
like other night predators, have to sneak up very quietly on their prey, and to enable it to do this, 
the leading edge of its wing is downy.  This specially adapted down is unlike most other birds 
whose feathers create turbulence as the air flows over them, which creates noise.  Clever eh? 
And no, I don’t mean I’m clever and have that piece of information at my finger tips, because I’m 
not.  I looked it up on Google.    
On going upstairs to bed on another evening, I found a small house spider creeping out from 
behind the bookshelves.  Since I’d prefer not to live with these creatures, whether large or small, 
I did my usual pouncing act on him with a hankie, but missed and he ran on into the spare room, 
where, behold, he met another identical spider running out of the room.   There are many gaps in 
my knowledge and one was that I had no idea that spiders fought.  These two fought to the 
death.   It took about a minute in all, tussling this way and that, but finally one got the better of 
the other and he left it dead and carried on running into the spare room as though nothing had 
happened.  Apparently this is nothing unusual; spiders fight when mating, in which case it’s 
usually the female who kills off the male when the act is over, or perhaps when she’s not 
interested in a bit of nooky at that moment; they fight over food and in such countries such as the 
Philippines, Japan and Singapore, they actually make a sport of it with different sorts of spiders.  
Two are put in a box or at opposite ends of a stick and encouraged to meet, whereupon they set 
upon each other with such ferocity that the winner usually eats the defeated.  It depends what 
turns you on I suppose, but I can’t talk.  I was fascinated to see my two fighting, though in my 
defence it was because I’d never seen such actions before.   
It seems that hedgehogs are now populating most of the village.  How wonderful.    
I’ve yet to see one this year, but I know they go through our garden because they leave their 
droppings across the lawn.  I can tell in the same way that we’ve had one or two other visitors 
but I’m mystified by these.  One dropping, which is black with a sort of tail, could be a fox, but 
there have been a couple which don’t resemble anything in my books.  I’d give a lot for a CCTV 
camera to see what’s going on.    
The autumn equinox has passed and now mornings arrive with mist in the valleys and a nip in 
the air, followed, sometimes, by a fine day.  Spider’s webs are heavy with gem stones of dew.  
There is a wonderful earthy scent, leaves are showing hints of colours replacing the heavy green 
of the past two months, and the hedgerows are full of blackberries, hips and haws.  Part of me 
doesn’t like this time of year because it means that winter isn’t far away, but the other part of me 
is stirred by it all and, when winter arrives, I’m cheered by the fact that spring will follow.  

Welcome to Stourton Caundle! 
  

Stuart & Melanie Lillie at ‘The Saddlery’, 8, Drove Close; 
Delia Lord and Toni Gilewicz at The Cottage, Cat Lane; 
Harriet Green, plus Finlay and Isla-Mae at Rockhill Farm; 
Simon Billington and Tena Flooks at 2, Pophams; 
John and Dee Cheesmann at Skylarks (formerly Halfway House); 
Richard King and Stephanie Cooper at Yewtree Cottage. 



Metropolitan Brass plays St Peter’s Church 
Stourton Caundlers were in for a real treat when Metropolitan Brass, a very talented quintet of 
students from the Royal Academy of Music gave a concert at St Peter’s Church on Saturday 24th 
September.   
The varied programme took an appreciative audience on a historical tour of music written or 
arranged for brass instruments and ranged from some early English and German Baroque pieces 
through the classical period to modern Russian, English and American composers.  Whether you 
were a lover of Bach, Mendelssohn, Malcolm Arnold or George Gershwin there was something for 
everyone to enjoy. 
I was particularly struck by the sheer enthusiasm, professionalism and obvious enjoyment of the five 
musicians, four young men (trumpet, horn, trombone and tuba) and a very talented female trumpeter.  
I am sure they will all go on to enjoy glittering musical careers but we can take pleasure in the fact 
that we were some of the first to hear them when they played in Stourton Caundle. 
As a recent arrival in the village, I was delighted to find that our beautiful thirteenth century church is 
also an ideal musical setting with good acoustics.  I am looking forward to future performances. 
Our thanks must go to the team led by Tim Villiers who organised such a successful and enjoyable 
event to benefit the church and, of course, to Metropolitan Brass who thrilled their audience and 
thoroughly deserved their post performance pints in The Trooper. 
A very polished performance all round!        

  Melanie Lillie 

The Welcome Club 
On Friday 9th September the Welcome Club went on their last outing of the year. The skies 
looked threatening as we left the village heading for Exmouth. Members were well equipped with 
rainwear which proved very useful as when we arrived at Exmouth the wind was blowing a gale 
and the rain had started to fall. We left the coach and boarded our boat for a trip along the 
Jurassic coast. The Captain decided not to go out to sea as it was very choppy so we headed up 
the River Exe. This meant we would not be seeing the coastline but I think most of us were 
relieved when looking at the rough sea. At lunchtime a very nice cream tea was served aboard 
and we were given a commentary as we made our way along the river. The sky gradually started 
to clear and the sun at last made an appearance as we made our way back to the harbour. 
Finally we boarded the coach and made our way to Otter Garden Centre for a cup of tea then left 
for home.  
At our September meeting one of our own members, Cyril White, gave a talk on the history of 
Sherborne Town Band. The band started in the mid 19th century as a military band then became 
a band of the Home Guard followed by the Boys Brigade. The latter producing some fine 
musicians. In 1961 a few ex Boys Brigade members played in the town hall. They were well 
received and so decided to form a band and hence became Sherborne Town band. It took them 
sometime to get the all the instruments they needed but they saw an advertisement in a musical 
paper that a Bristol aeroplane company band had split up so they purchased 30 instruments for 
£1000. The band has had a great success at home and abroad playing in competitions and has 
been on television and radio. They play concerts in Pageant Gardens and support many charity 
events. On Boxing Day every year they play to the patients in the Yeatman Hospital. 
Next month October 19th is the club’s Annual General Meeting and on November 16th we have 
a talk entitled Will’s Women by David Duff. 

                    Helen Bennett 

I know that some of you are  
concerned, but please don’t be,  
I’ll be back as soon as it is safe! 
 



Alzheimer’s and Making Memories 
One thing for sure is that when a loved one is diagnosed with Alzheimer’s, or any form of dementia, 
you have absolutely no idea how that is going to affect both the individual and the close family.  It’s 
not the fact that at some point you will have to aid with washing, toilet duties and general day to day 
tasks - because it is without doubt that you would happily help with those things for a loved one - 
but it’s when that person, who you have confided in and seen so strong for the best part of your own 
life, is reduced to a confused and scared childlike figure who couldn’t (and I say couldn’t, not 
wouldn’t,) show any understanding of your own feelings, as they once would have.  The person who 
was once a strong and compassionate leader of the family, has absolutely no idea of how to project 
that support any more.  That’s difficult!  
When the short term memory has gone, and it is surprising how short term the memory is, it is those 
distant memories that come back to the surface and provide that connection for families to share 
the old feelings of love and support. So with my own personal experiences in mind, I decided that I 
would try and raise some money to help towards the care and support for both the individual 
sufferer and their families.  It started off as being just a bit of a get together for family and close 
friends, going for a walk and then a relaxing pint at the local at the end of it.   Then I thought, well if 
I’m going to do this, then why not put on one heck of an event and make some memories for the 
families in the village to look back on?  So with that in mind, I launched the idea of Lin’s Memory 
Walk & Making Memories Party! 
My idea for the day is to encourage families to get together, bring along Aunty and Uncle, Gran and 
Grandad and even the family dog!  Enjoy some great activities with the children, teddy tombola, 
guess the soldiers, lucky dip, kids raffle, name the giant teddy, to name some of the activities.  
There will also be a large craft table, where families can get together and spend some time making 
some lovely pictures, face painting by Daisychain Designs and cakes kindly made by some of the 
lovely ladies in the village!  
The Novelty Dog Show in the afternoon will be a chance to proudly show off our well behaved 
pooches, which you can guarantee on the day will not be so well behaved, with categories that will 
raise some eyebrows and encourage some laughter, WITH might I add, and not AT our valued 
family member!  1st, 2nd & 3rd place ribbons and a trophy for Best In Show, all being kindly judged by 
David & Sally Scott of Stalbridge & Marnhull Veterinary Surgery. 
There is quite an extensive raffle with prizes kindly donated and ranges from a Cheese & Port 
Hamper, to Garden Centre Vouchers, with further prizes being donated daily. The afternoon’s 
events will finish with a Making Memories Auction with our very own auctioneer extrodinaire, Alban 
Harris, with ‘lots’ all aimed at providing an opportunity to make memories with families and friends.  
These have been kindly donated by Haynes Motor Museum, Fleet Air Arm Museum, Wookey Farm 
Eco Campsite, Bath Theatre Royal and many more – everything from A Sausage & Cider tasting 
experience to panto tickets!  
Now, don’t forget the 5 mile walk taking place in the morning!  I’m going to struggle with this myself 
after being pretty immobile for the last 6 years and following an injury this week whilst ‘upgrading’ 
my fitness, it is doubtful that I am going to be able to do the whole 5 miles if at all, but luckily, there 
is another ‘me’ in the form of my daughter who has agreed to step in and take over the walking 
depending on GP’s orders.  So if you are fit, willing and able, come along and have a stroll.  It’s not 
a race (although I can think of a couple of participants who would like it to be), just a group of 
people enjoying a walk around a beautiful village, whilst raising money for a truly good cause. 
Why The Trooper for the venue? Well apart from being my ‘home from home,’ and in my opinion, 
the central hub of the village – it’s a place where I have made memories with my loved one with 
Alzheimer’s. It’s a place I can bring her to and although she cannot exactly recollect visiting before, 
it is a place that is familiar to her and she is made to feel so welcome and safe on her visits – so 
thankyou to all who have shown kindness and support.  You know who you are, so no need to 
mention names!   
So PLEASE do come along on Sunday 30th October and bring your families.  The Trooper Inn will 
be providing ploughman’s lunches on the day, part proceeds towards the charity, so forget your 
normal Sunday Roast and relax, have fun and support such a worthwhile charity, The Alzheimer’s 
Society. 
Further info on my fundraising page  www.justgiving.com/MW16lindatripp  or email me at 

lins.memorywalk.2016@gmail.com 

(Bookings for ploughman’s lunches are welcomed either via The Trooper or email as above)  

Lin Tripp 



Flower & Produce Show  
The Garden Club annual flower and produce show was held in the village hall on Saturday 3 
September.  There were just under 300 entries in 57 classes, and the winner of the largest 
vegetable category, a huge pumpkin, provided the basis of (and the prize for) the ‘guess the 
weight’ competition won by Annabelle Rancourt.  The Maureen Dike Cup was awarded for the 
best fuchsia, grown from plug plants generously provided by Castle Gardens earlier in the 
year, and this was won, in the face of strong competition, by Hedley Walker.  Linda Walters, 
who won the highest number of points for a lady, and Win Gillard, who produced the best 
exhibit in the handicraft section, were both claiming cups they had won for the third year 
running, and Dayrell Bingham produced the best vegetable exhibit for the second year in 
succession.   
The full list of Cup and prize winners was: 

 
The Fuchsia Tea Party which followed allowed over eighty members and friends to enjoy 
some of the entries in the cake section of the show, while raising over £200 for the club by the 
sale of tea tickets.  An auction of some of the produce shown, conducted by Harry Dike, Nick 
Walters and Neil Gillard and guess the weight of  John Waltham’s pumpkin, raised £175 for 
the Armed Forces charity, SSAFA.   
 
SSAFA is the oldest military charity and supports serving and ex-servicemen and women and 
their families in times of need.   One day’s pay is all that is required for eligibility for 
assistance from SSAFA.    
World War Two veterans and National Servicemen qualify, as do widows and widowers and 
members of the Reserve. 
SSAFA volunteers are trained to provide help in all manner of situations and all who contact 
them are treated with sensitivity and respect.   SSAFA take action on requests when there is 
hardship, need or loneliness.   The assistance given varies from paying a heating bill for a 
widow, helping with children with special needs or giving emotional support to the bereaved, 
sick or lonely. They also run a prison in reach service for ex- military prisoners. 
If you would like to help or become a volunteer please contact John Barrett on 01963 
23375/07770958870  

Thanks as always are due to the committee and 
supporters for organising the flower & produce 
show, as well as arranging and serving the tea, and 
to the exhibitors for making the show a success. 
Existing and potential new members of the 
Garden Club should note that annual 
subscriptions (£7.50) are now due.  

              
Broken Nails 

Julius Cup (gentleman highest points) Neil Gillard 

Bond Cup (lady highest points) Linda Walters 

Salter Cup (best in vegetable section) Dayrell Bingham 

Baillie Cup (best floral art exhibit) Gay Liversidge 

Barnes Cup (best box of vegetables) Marjo Walker 

Firth Cup (best handicrafts exhibit) Win Gillard 

Hukins Cup (best domestic exhibit) Win Gillard 

Sherwin Cup (best exhibit in flower 
classes) 

Howard ffitch 

Villiers Cup (best in fruit section) Tim Villiers 

Ken Moore Watering Can (best decorated 
cakes in children’s section) 

Edward Pattle 

Maureen Dike Cup (best fuchsia) Hedley Walker 



Garden Club Autumn Programme 
As the nights get darker we hope that we can encourage you out on the second 
Wednesday of each month.  Come along to the Village Hall at 7.15pm to Garden 
Club - everyone is welcome! Yearly membership is £7.50 or £2 for visitors. 
12

th
 October - Gardening in the Shade with Nigel Rowland 

Co-owner of Long Acre Nursery at Charlton Musgrove, Nigel specialises in shade 
loving perennials, ferns and bulbs. 
9

th
 November – Our AGM (short) followed by Gardeners Question Time 

Our panel of experts will be able to answer your problems and give advice. 
14

th
 December – New Tricks for Old Gardeners with Katherine Crouch 

Katherine is a garden designer based  in the South West and a BBC Gardener of 
the Decade 2008 

Gardening Tips for October & November 
October 
Plant indoor bulbs for Christmas gifts and thank yous.   
Visit the local charity shops for suitable and imaginative containers at bargain prices then 
choose bulbs at garden centres or online – hyacinths, paper-white narcissi or amaryllis – 
something for everyone! 
Pick up windfalls and juice or cook and freeze them.  
Carefully pick and store ripe apples and check regularly 
Weed and scarify lawns 
Divide rhubarb crowns 
Sort your borders – split, move and compost. 
 
November 
Plant tulips – no matter how many, come spring it is never enough! 
Want broad beans in May?  Plant Aqua Dulce or the Sutton this month and there’s a good 
chance you’ll have them!   
Also plant over-wintering garlic (Provence Wight), onions (Shakespeare) and shallots (Yellow 
Moon) for early harvest 
Protect your brassicas and also your fruit trees (with grease bands) 
Carry on 3D pruning – cut out Diseased, Dead and Damaged growth and you won’t go far 
wrong.                                                    

Jenny Cottrell 

VILLAGE HALL 100 CLUB MONTHLY DRAW RESULTS 
 

August Draw at the Trooper on 17th August:   

First Prize:   £25.00  No.10  Camilla Mackay 

Second Prize:  £20.00  No.5   Peter Smith 

Third Prize:     £15.00  No.123  Sally Sheerman 

 

September Draw on 14th September: 

First Prize:   £25.00  No.198  Jean Young 

Second Prize:  £20.00  No.84  Brian Waddingham 

Third Prize:   £15.00  No.132  Jenny Redman 

 

We are now collecting the subscriptions for the next 12 month period.  A number costs £6 

for the year, or £3 for a half-year, and you can have as many numbers as you want. 

There is a draw every month.  Prizes are normally £25, £20 and £15.  Half the money 

collected is paid out in prizes, the other half goes to the Village Hall. 

 

The next two draws will be on 19th October and 16th November, at the Trooper at 9pm. 

            Anna Oliver 



Dorset Police Update 
Have you received awkward or unwanted visits from doorstep charity collectors?  
Dorset Police have had many calls complaining of some collectors' methods.  Police 
advice is not to give details out simply to get rid of them.  Either firmly and politely 
refuse or better yet, do not open the door at all.  
 
A new Rural Crime Team has been appointed by the police in partnership with the 
NFU, Trading Standards and Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and Rescue.  The dedicated 
team comprises a crime coordinator, rural engagement officer and rural crime 
analyst supported by nominated points of contact for all five of Dorset's rural 
sections.  The aim is to be more proactive in tackling rural crime and is one of 
Dorset Police Commissioner Martyn Underhill's 'First 100 Days in Office' pledges.  
More details and more police and community news can be found on the Dorset Alert 
website:  www.dorsetalert.co.uk 

CHRISTMAS QUIZ 
7pm on Saturday 26 November 

Stourton Caundle Village Hall 
£5 per head to include Ploughman’s Supper 

Teams of six 
Come on your own and join a team or bring your own 

team.  Prize for winning team 

Tickets from Chris Holdstock 

01963 362001 
Tickets must be purchased in advance 

Proceeds for St. Peter’s Church Stourton Caundle 



STOURTON CAUNDLE TENNIS TOURNAMENT 2016 
 
Sunday 7

th
 August saw sixteen players gather for the biannual village tennis tournament. 

Play began under rather grey skies, but luckily by late morning, the clouds had lifted and 
the sun shone brightly. 
The pairs were divided into two groups, one at Manor Farm and the other at Barley 
Close. During the morning, each pair played all the others in their group, with the first pair 
to reach six games being the winner. The two pairs from each group with the most games 
at the end of the morning, went through to the semi-finals. Play was energetic and often 
very close in games; the sudden death deuces prevented the games being too 
prolonged! 
Wendy Keenan and Jim Stewart and David Keenan and Julian Shardlow went through 
from Manor Farm, while Pete Smith and Alban Harris and Keith Murphy and Dave 
Conduit were the successful pairs from Barley Close. 
There was a welcome break at lunch time, spent at the Trooper, where Kevin and Zena 
kindly provided sandwiches and fruit scones with cream and jam. This was much enjoyed 
by all, along with the odd pint of ale!  
Play resumed at Barley Close for the two semi-finals. Wendy and Jim against Keith and 
Dave were first up, with the former emerging triumphant. This was followed by the 
second semi, with Pete and Alban against David and Julian, from which the 2014 
Champion (Julian) and his partner emerged as winners after a spectacular recovery from 
being 3-5 down! 
By this time, we had been joined by a good number of spectators and the competitive 
element had really kicked in! Well, with David and Wendy Keenan on opposite sides of 
the net, it was bound to be! (I will admit at this point, to really really wanting to beat my 
other half!). 

The day ended with Pimms on the terrace, 
beautifully prepared by Alan Woodward and 
much enjoyed by all. Our thanks, as always, 
must go to the Simons, the Taylors and the 
Vinings for the use of their courts. 
For the first time this year, a plate 
Competition was introduced and ran 
alongside the main tournament. Four ladies 
took part in this and enjoyed a good morning 
of tennis. Ann Smith emerged as the winner 
and was awarded a bottle of wine. Hopefully 
a few more people will feel confident enough 
to have a go in the Plate Competition next 
time. 

Thank you to all who took part and supported. Keep practicing for the 2018 Tournament! 
 
TOURNAMENT RESULTS:  

Village Champions - Wendy Keenan and Jim Stewart 
Plate Competition Winner - Ann Smith. 

        Wendy Keenan 

Thank you! 
Brian and I would like to thank all our friends in the village who have offered 
so much help, support and good wishes during his recent stay in hospital.  
We were so touched and grateful for all your kindness.                  

 Brian and Margaret Waddingham  



Summer activities at St Peter’s 
Michelle Smith led two summer workshops at St Peter’s with a sea theme.  The first 
workshop focused on the story of Noah.  Children made animals to go in the ark, kindly 
loaned by John Foster-Pegg.  Animal faces were also made. 
The second workshop set sail with Jonah.  An impressive 3-D collage was made by the 
children. A sandpit in the churchyard provided some good half-time fun – some good 
tunnelling was engineered. 
Thank you to Michelle and members of St Peter’s for their 
support, time and energy generously given for these two 
workshops. 
There will be a Christmas workshop in December to help 
decorate the tree.  Watch out for further details in the 
December issue of this magazine! 

BLACKBERRY PICKING   
By Margaret Waddingham 

 
Take your time - take your time up the hill 

to the old stone cross 
where it leans in the grass, 

up a track of red mud 
where late flowers still bud 
and banks are house-tall 
with bracken-filled walls.  

 
Take your time past each gate.  

Hear the wind give a sigh  
from a gossamer sky. 

See the path start to wind 
like a thread left behind.  
Watch a butterfly skid 
on a shining rose hip. 

 
Take your time as you pick. 
Move the thistledown heads 

for the richest and best.  
Watch the flies, jewel-bright 

in the soft autumn light,  
and as each bush is spent,  

savour the scent - 
  

Take your time.   



Stourton Caundle Golf Society  
August 2016 

The sun was shining, and the wind was blowing, which made the conditions more challenging, but 
none-the-less enjoyable. Steve has started work on the new water feature near the first hole, and I 
believe some balls have already found their way in! The author’s first view of the new ditches bisecting 
holes 2, 8 and 9, and they certainly invoke more careful shot selection. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Joint winners this month, with 
both Paul Wavish & Kevin 
Staunton enjoying a good day, on 
16 points each. Well done 
gentlemen. 

Team winners this month, with a 
very impressive 40 points were 
Alban Harris, Pete Woodman, Vic 
Christopher and Paul Wavish (not 
pictured) 

August        September 

Bishops Caundle Community Shop 
The shop, which serves Bishops Caundle and the surrounding villages, stocks basic groceries, 
newspapers and locally produced goods. We are open till 5 during the week, till 1 on Saturday 
morning and a couple of hours on Sunday. Our Post Office was under threat of closure so we have 
spent the past year negotiating to keep the current daily Post Office service, and will take over in 
mid January. Until then, the current hours (Monday-Wednesday 9-12 and Thursday- Saturday 10-
12) will continue. Once the change-over is complete, the shop will be paid commission for every 
Post Office transaction so we urge everyone to use it as much as possible. 
Our local products include Dorset Blue Vinny, Honeybun's cakes, flour from Sturminster Newton 
Mill, meat and pies from Else's in Stalbridge, honey and wine from Sherborne Castle, Olive's 
Kitchen frozen meals and locally made fruit juices, jams, pickles and sandwiches. We sell local 
crafts and run a book swap and weekly village lottery. You can also drop off laundry and dry 
cleaning with us. 
The community shop was set up in 2011 after the closure of the previous business. It is run by 4 
part-time members of staff and a band of volunteers ranging in age from 14 to over 80. We are 
always on the lookout for more volunteers to help, whether on a regular or occasional basis.   

Catheryn Sheppard 



Stourton CaUNDLE Golf Society 
September 2016 

Possibly the warmest golf day this year, and it was September! A gorgeous day tempered 
by a slight cooling breeze. The course played wonderfully (thanks Andy and Steve), and 
for a change we played the back 9 holes. With 17 players, and 9 handicaps adjusted at 
the end of the day, the game is there for anyone to win. As if to emphasise this, we had 
our first (I think?) team tie, and decided to have a ‘putt off’ to decide the ultimate champs. 

 
Overall individual winner this month, with 18 points (so 
playing to handicap) was Rob Mitchell. And haven’t we all 
heard about it! 
Well done Rob. 
 
 
 
 
Joint team winners on points this month, both with 39 
points, were the teams of Peter Liversidge, Shaun Read, 
Jim Stewart, Terry Taylor; and Rob Mitchell, David 
Sobczyk, Lawrie Yandell 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The putt-off was held, with all seven players having one putt at an hole approx 30’ away. 
The nearest ball to the hole won the team the team prize. Rob Mitchell showed the form 
he had on the course, sinking the putt and winning his team the prize. Well done all! 

                   David Conduit 

Bus and Library services – an update 
Regrettably, cuts in public services countrywide have also recently left their mark in our 
village. 
The last run of the Tuesday bus between Yeovil and Gillingham took place on 30 
August.  What now?  One option for those without transport who need to get about and 
particularly the elderly or disabled is NORDCAT (North Dorset Community Transport).  
You’ll need to register and there’s an annual fee of £5 but if you are over 60, you can 
use your bus card on the service.  For more information contact Helen Reed on  
01258 472164 
A county-wide review of mobile library services has concluded that with effect from 
early 2017, mobile library services to the village will cease.  You are encouraged to use 
the community run library in Stalbridge which is open every day except Sunday and you 
can use your current library card. 



Stalbridge and Marnhull Veterinary Surgery  
Stalbridge and Marnhull Veterinary Surgery is situated between Stalbridge and Marnhull at 
Gibbs Marsh Farm Buildings, and provides the surrounding villages with a friendly, caring 
service for dogs, cats and other pet animals. Consultations are by appointment, and there is 
ample parking right outside the door. 
The practice is owned and run by David and Sally Scott, who have worked in general 
practice for 25 years. Their aim is to keep your very important member of the family as 
happy and healthy as possible, using the safest treatments and most up-to-date medications 
available. 
The surgery has been refurbished to a high standard, and is equipped to provide all levels of 
care - from routine procedures such as vaccinations, neutering and microchipping; to more 
complicated treatments such as operations, X-rays and investigative procedures. 
We try our best to keep fees to a minimum so that everyone can afford to care for their pet, 
and to help the over 60s, we allow a 15% discount off the price of our fees (excluding drugs).

  

If you would like an appointment, please telephone 01963 548240. Alternatively, call in and 
see us next time you’re passing. The surgery is open from 9am to 6pm Monday to Friday 
and 9am to 11am on Saturday.                          

David Scott 
 
 

Power Cut? Dial 105 
Dialling 105 will put customers through to their local electricity network operator – 
the company that manages the cables, power lines and substations that deliver 
electricity into homes and businesses in their area. 
105 is just one of the ways that customers can contact their electricity network 
operator. Customers can also contact them by phone or via their website, and most 
network operators are on social media too. 
105 is a free service for people in England, Scotland and Wales. 
Customers can call 105 no matter who they choose to buy electricity from. 
Customers can also call 105 if they spot damage to electricity power lines and 
substations that could put anyone in danger. If there’s a serious immediate risk, 
they should call the emergency services too. 


