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Please present all contributions for the next  issue to the Editor by 12 noon on 20 November 

by e-mail if possible.  E-mail address : thecaundler@hotmail.co.uk.  Please use only “Word” 

document format (.doc or .docx) when sending contributions.  NOTE: the next issue (no. 

116) will be a double issue, covering both December 2013 and January 2014. 



Village Institutions 

Some things quickly become accepted as part of everyday life and the landscape around us.  Village 

institutions fall into this category and we accept them without much thought as to the whys and 

wherefores.  To pose just a few random background questions:  how do you get elected onto the 

Parish Council, who can join the Welcome Club, can the Village Hall be used by anyone, how do you 

get a game of golf or skittles, how are the hymns sung in the church chosen or how does THE 

STOURTON CAUNDLER arrive through the letter boxes of every dwelling in the village each month?  

One of the roles of the magazine is to ‘inform’.  Reports on recent club activities or historical articles, 

such as Phil Knott’s articles on village history, usually form the basis of this reporting.  Richard Miles’ 

Sky at Night, the Rector’s letters and Margaret Waddingham’s Naturally Thinking help set the 

background to our daily lives into a wider perspective.  But perhaps we should give some thought to 

the institutions that make the village what it is today.  While reports are made verbally to the parish 

annual meeting each May, this meeting is generally poorly attended and the subsequent reports in 

the magazine abbreviated because of the space constraints of a single issue.  Therefore, THE 

STOURTON CAUNDLER proposes to invite those who run village institutions to write something 

about them in the magazine from time to time, not so much about recent events but more about 

their background and purpose. 

To start the ball rolling, you will find an article about the magazine itself on pages 10 and 11  of this 

issue. Elsewhere in the 28 pages you will also find announcements for a number of future events, as 

well as descriptions of past happenings; all are there for your information, the record and your 

enjoyment, we hope.        

Tim Villiers 

Parish Council 

On 30 September a planning application for a new garage and storage building at The Beeches in 

Rowden Mill Lane was recommended for approval.  This has subsequently been granted planning 

permission. 

On 17 October, a revised retrospective application for a tree house at Acorn Cottage was discussed; 

boarding had been added to try to improve the neighbour’s privacy. After a long discussion, the 

application was recommended for approval (not unanimously) subject to sympathetic paint colours 

and cladding. 

Parish Councillors expressed their appreciation of the hard-working team who have cleaned the 

village hall and car park. 

North Dorset currently has a boundary and electoral review consultation; proposals can be viewed at 

www.lgbce.org.uk until 6 January 2014.          

 Sue Harris, Clerk 

Thank you for the Concert 

Dear talented Stourton Caundlers of the Village Concert of 2013, 

We should like to thank all those involved with the wonderful village concert on Saturday 28 

September.  It was a treat and such a good mix of the many talents our villagers possess.  

I would like to name everyone but I am sure others will wish to write in too (and I am not good at 

'precis' as many of you know!).  Anyway, thank you  ALL  from us both.  

With our warmest congratulations to you all.  

 

Patrick and Suzie Ievers 



The October draw took place on 16 October at the Welcome Club AGM, held in the 

Village Hall. 

First Prize:  £15.00  No 57  Patrick and Jane Broxham 

Second Prize: £12.00  No 191  Gerry Holdstock 

Third Prize:  £10.00  No 70  Robin Lane 

Autumn Bonus £25.00  No 277  Linda Mitchell 

 

Many thanks to everyone for continuing your membership, and if you are a new 

member, for joining.  We are very grateful to you for your support for the Village Hall.  

As always, my special thanks go to our two collectors, Delia and Fleur. 

The first monthly draw in the new subscription year will take place on Wednesday 13 

November at The Trooper at about 9.00pm.             

Anna Oliver 

 

Village Hall ‘100’ Club Monthly Draw   

Weather report for September 

Temperature (°C)         Maximum            Minimum   Average 

          High            Low       High            Low 

September 2013   26.0 (3
rd

)    15.5 (15
th

)   15.4 (22
nd

)   5.9 (15
th

)  15.3 

September 2012   21.4 (8
th

)    11.1 (23
rd

)    16.0 (3
rd

)      5.6 (19
th

)  13.8 

September 2011   23.4 (29
th

)  17.2 (4 days*)  16.2 (10
th

)    5.4 (15
th

)  15.5 

I am pleased to report that thanks to the kindness and generosity of the late Anthony and 

Susan Molesworth’s daughter, Anna, the rainfall and temperature recording equipment 

which had previously been operating at 3 Barrow Hill is now set up and working at Grange 

Cottage. We shall therefore resume reporting rainfall data, hopefully starting in November. 

    Richard Miles 

Garden Club 

The second Garden Club meeting of the season was held on Wednesday 9 October, when Mary 

Pring from Lower Severalls Herbs came to talk to over thirty members about herbs and herb 

gardens.  Mary has been running her plant nursery near Crewkerne for many years, and has now 

diversified into B&B.  At the same time, she has developed a beautiful garden around the old 

farmhouse.  The Club was treated to an extensive photographic display of the garden, other 

gardens that Mary has admired, and her choice of special plants.  Her knowledge, especially of 

herbs and their culinary uses, is extensive and she cheerfully shared her enthusiasm for plants and 

cooking with her audience.  After her lecture, Mary offered a variety of rare and interesting plants 

for sale. 

The next meeting will be in the Village Hall on Wednesday 13 November at 7.30pm when the Club 

AGM will be followed by an illustrated talk by Graham Hatherley, a wild life cameraman.  Members, 

and potential new members, are invited to come along to the Hall at 7.15pm to meet friends and 

neighbours, when tea and coffee will be served.   

              Broken Nails 

Garden Tip 

This is the month to plant your tulip bulbs.  Plant in groups of six or more, two or three times the 

depths of the bulbs.  Also collect dry bracken to cover and protect tender perennials in your 

borders.  
 



Naturally Thinking 

If you were a daddy-longlegs you would have been in daddy-longlegs’ heaven this year, revelling in the hot August 

days and the damp September ones which produced just the right sort of moisture content to enable you (as a 

leatherjacket before you actually emerged into that long-legged thing) to chomp away on all the moist debris, 

probably in a lawn.   

Yes, they were everywhere, as you most likely found out every time you opened a door at night-time with the 

light shining out into the dark.  You probably even bumped into a few during the day.  They’re clumsy flyers and 

seem to get easily disorientated.  Anyway, their days are short so they weren’t around for long.   

Cobwebs are everywhere at the moment too.  I am constantly amazed at the length of some of them, stretching 

from a bush on one side of the path to the carport roof, or even from the cherry tree down to a distant flower 

head.  I was mesmerized one day recently when I spotted three spiders of smallish size, all on the same web.  One 

was at the top – obviously the owner of the web – whilst the other two were hovering at the bottom.  The one at 

the top and one of those at the bottom were of the same sort, but the third was a bit larger and obviously a 

different species.  He climbed a little, backtracked, climbed a little again then hesitated before he made a run for 

it past the top one who turned towards him, decided that he was a bit too big to tackle and let him go.  The other 

one at the bottom wasn’t quite so lucky. After several false starts, he scurried upwards where the owner lay in 

wait and pounced.  There was a brief scuffle during which the trespasser backed hastily away and was then 

pushed off by the owner.   Honestly, that’s exactly what it looked like - a hefty push!  I’d really like to know what 

was going on – a lazy spider that couldn’t be bothered to spin a web of its own?  A spider that just happened to 

come across a ready spun web when it was on its way to some convenient spot to start spinning for itself?  Even a 

bit of a domestic?  Who knows?   

Whilst on the subject of spiders, I was really thrown when I visited a friend’s house last year and found conkers all 

round the plug holes of the baths and in the corners of the rooms.  ‘It’s to keep the spiders out,’ she explained,  

‘You know, those great big things that suddenly scuttle across the carpet.’ 

I hadn’t heard of this one before but this year two people have told me about it.  I thought it was an old wives’ 

tale until I looked it up on the internet (what a wonderful tool!) and low and behold, there is a lot about it there 

and – would you believe it?  People have been fighting spiders with conkers for centuries.  It’s not just 

superstition – it’s all to do with a chemical called triterpenoid saponin which is given off by the skin of a conker 

and which repels all insects, including spiders.  So there you have it.  If you don’t want any more of those hairy 

beasts that suddenly scuttle across the carpet, get conkers.      

For a few days all the birds seemed to vanish from the garden.   I didn’t think too much of it until someone from 

the other end of the village asked ‘Where have all the birds gone?’  They hadn’t seen any for days.   Well, it’s 

autumn, and I think all things feathered suddenly realise that there is a great deal of natural food around which 

they prefer to our garden offerings.  This autumn has produced a bonanza for them with berries and fruit in 

abundance in every hedge for miles around.   Ours came back after about four days, but as I write this, they are 

still not back in full numbers.   They’ll be back though, I’m sure – providing the marauding cats don’t get at them.  

There are three that have suddenly appeared around our garden and I have seen one leap up towards the niger 

seeds hanging from the tree and another catch a jackdaw.  Fortunately I think the bird survived but if I’d caught 

the cat, I’m not sure that it would have done!   

A Virginia Creeper has crept over the fence from the adjoining garden and for two weeks in October a small and 

rather useless apple tree at the bottom of the garden becomes its prop, making a beautiful triangle of glorious 

glowing crimson.  A single leaf first became bright red in the midst of the green foliage in mid-August and we have 

been watching the colour intensify ever since.   It seemed particularly magnificent this year but perhaps that’s just 

because it’s spreading rather quickly.  Next year it will need to be put in its place.  We can’t have it competing 

with the clematis that grow over the adjacent arbour.  

Talking of clematis, aren’t the wild ones beautiful at this time of the year?  Mile upon mile of them scrambling 

over the trees and bushes on the roadside.   It is a Chinese native and usually indicates a chalky soil, though 

recently it has begun to creep into some urban gardens.  They can grow to an enormous height in a wood and 

sometimes gives the impression that Tarzan could be nearby ready to swing from them.  A lot of people know it 

by one of its common names - Traveller’s Joy or Old Man’s Beard.  By the other side of the New Year it loses its 

pristine fluffiness, and becomes dull and grey but at the moment it just adds to the glory that is autumn.      

                                  Margaret Waddingham            

 



THE STOURTON CAUNDLER 

The first issue of THE STOURTON CAUNDLER was published in July 2002 by a group of far-seeing villagers 

who felt there was a need for a village magazine to be published monthly as ’an enjoyable tool reporting 

on all the activities and matters of interest in our village, as well as fostering the community spirit’.  Since 

then, the magazine has been published ten times each year, with double issues covering Christmas and 

New Year and the summer.  While some aspects have evolved, the current team, listed on the front cover, 

believe that the original aims have been maintained.  We see our present role as being to ‘inform, report 

and, where possible, entertain’.   

We are also conscious that future historians may well look to the magazine to see what life was like in the 

village at around the turn of the century.  To this end we try to ensure that the magazine is 

comprehensive; to provide easy access for these historians we deposit copies of the magazine, bound into 

annual editions, with the Dorset History Centre. A second set of bound copies is held here in the village by 

the editor and can be borrowed at any time.  Looking to the modern age, the magazine is published in 

conjunction with the village website (www.stourtoncaundle.org.uk) so that a wider audience can find out 

about life in the village and news of forthcoming events can be published quickly in an eye-catching 

manner.  Facebook and Twitter are not yet on our horizon but who knows what the future holds? 

One recent development has been to move the printing of the magazine to a commercial printer.  This 

allows the use of colour, more graphics and some flexibility in the number of pages produced each month 

– it is often hard to tell what event announcements and articles will be submitted, so such flexibility is a 

really useful tool for the editor!  We believe that the quality of the paper used and the printing provided 

by the current printer is of a high order and gives a good look and feel to the finished magazine. 

The magazine is delivered free to all households in the parish (a wider area than the village) by a team of 

volunteers.  The cost of publication is covered by the advertising contained within the magazine; we limit 

this to around one third of the printed pages so that advertising is in support of the editorial rather than 

the other way around!  We charge for advertising by commercial ventures but not for announcements of 

forthcoming village events.  In the past twelve months, advertising income (including that received for one

-off advertisements) amounted to £1466.  The cost of printing was £1446 and, as the average print-run is 

250 copies, the cost of producing each copy was  58p. The Parish Council has made grants in the past to 

get the magazine underway and has recently provided a grant to enable the website to be moved to 

improved software.  As with other village institutions, villagers responsible for the compilation of issues 

and their delivery make no charge for their time or resources. 

The present STOURTON CAUNDLER team have been in post for around four years or more (indeed Jane 

Colville, responsible for the deliveries, has been involved since Issue 1!) and we always welcome fresh 

blood and ideas.   If you would like to be part of the team or have ideas of how the magazine or website 

could be improved, please let us know.  The e-mail address on the front of the magazine is a good point of 

contact if you are too shy to pick up the telephone or don’t see us in The Trooper!   

The same contact points are also valid should you want to make an announcement, place a one-off or 

regular advertisement, write a letter expressing a view on something in the village, or even write an 

article. The magazine is published by and for the village, so we really look forward to hearing from you.   

    Tim Villiers 

'Memories of Life in a Blackmore Vale Village' 
Copies of this book based on Frank Palmer’s memoirs of life in Stourton Caundle from 

1920 –1945 will be on sale at the Christmas Fayre, at a discounted price of £5. 



Welcome Club 

Thirty-three members attended the October meeting of the Welcome Club.  

Preference slips were issued to members listing six possible locations for the 

Christmas Lunch.  The venue chosen was The Virginia Ash at Henstridge. The 

Christmas Fayre will be held on Saturday 23 November, starting at 2.30pm.  

Craft items, toys, nearly-new items suitable for Christmas presents and 

items for the Tombola will be most welcome. At the next meeting on 20 November the 

speaker will be Mike Bolton and the topic, ‘My Favourite Places in Dorset’. 

At the Annual General Meeting the following officers were unanimously elected: Chairman 

– Paul Lane, Treasurer – Henry Paull, Outings Co-ordinator– Delia Lane, Minutes Secretary 

– Colin McKay, along with committee members: Greta Paull, Joan Cochrane, Margaret 

McKay and Yvonne Newton-Clarke. The club committee will be taking over the 

responsibility for publishing a calendar of events and booking the speakers for the monthly 

meetings.       

Phil Knott 



Entertainment 

Village Concert 

Another large crowd made the trip to the Village Hall on Saturday 28 September for this year’s concert, performed by residents of 

the village, with all proceeds going to village funds. John Waltham was our able compère, his mild manner and clever songs 

starting us on the way. 

As is the tradition during these concerts, we once again had the pleasure of waitress service; our thanks for this go to Jason and 

Lawrie. 

First up was the remarkable Delores de Pannier – where has she been hiding? A rendition of the Porgy and Bess number 

‘Summertime’ left us breathless, while ‘I hate Men’ left us speechless. Can this evening possibly get any better? 

My daughter, Alice (10), followed next with a traditional folk song called ’When a Knight Won his Spurs ‘. She gave a delightful 

rendition and I gave her a big hug. 

Neil Gillard with his auto-harp, which he plays very competently, was next up. We enjoyed a song about last year’s wet summer 

called ‘The Deluge’ and one about ‘This Village’ He finished with ‘Match-stalk men and Match-stalk Cats and Dogs’, a well known 

song that   the audience enthusiastically joined in. 

Mandy Waltham then treated us to a song called ‘Don’t get married’ and followed this with some pieces on her flute. Mandy was 

excellent – we were not; the participating hand clapping was all over the place!                                                                          

We had a real treat with our next performer, Doreen Mpofu, who amazed us when she produced loud clicks from the back of her 

throat, apparently a style of singing from Africa. Doreen sang two songs in this style, one about cow dung and another about a 

miner, with some audience participation. This was something that many present had never heard before; so thank you Doreen for 

introducing us to it. 

The first act was closed by Carolyn Corlett (voice) and Terry Taylor (clarinet). A blues clarinet solo followed a lovely version of ‘Miss 

Otis regrets’ and the last number of the half was a song called ‘14G’, a real belter.  

I must at this stage give credit to Ben Bennett who had the unenviable task of cueing and adjusting sound; he did it very well and 

we much appreciated his efforts. 

Act Two came with a health warning. It was a Punch and Judy show written by Patrick Broxham, but not quite like any seen before. 

Judy wasn’t concerned about sausages, more about her son keeping his hands off the cleaning woman, while Punch only had a 

problem with him stealing his beer. Chaotically performed by Alban, Keith, Jane and Mandy. 

John gave us another rendition of a favourite song about chasing a girl all across Dorset – how does he remember all those place 

names? 

Deanne Tremlett and Holli Bastable were the next on stage. They gave us three songs, which, despite a small technical hitch, went 

very well. Deanne has a lovely voice and Holli is a very accomplished musician, playing sax, piano and guitar. They opened with 

’Fever ’ followed by Adele’s  ‘Make you feel my love’ and ending with ‘Killing me softly with his song’.  A great job, well done. 

Some John Waltham stories followed and we were then woken by Mark Paull, with his stand-up routine. Mark’s presence and 

delivery were spot on. Stella Woodward played guitar and sang compositions called ‘Autumn Leaves’, ‘The Botox Song” and lastly 

‘The Stourton Caundle Flower Show’.  They were all very amusing and the villagers joined in with fine voices. 

Mandy Waltham then came back on stage dressed in a stunning red dress with gold tassels and treated us to two Egyptian dances. 

The finale was a site to behold. Ladies from the village calling themselves ‘CLOADA’, an acronym for Caundle Ladies of a Dangerous 

Age, took to the stage. They were dressed in tights and tunics, which had one half black and the other white, topped with identical 

black wigs and black glasses (costumes by Margaret McKay). They stood arm in arm, and danced to the tune of ‘When I’m Sixty-

Four’.  The optical illusion was that you were unsure which legs belonged to which body and they kept their composure throughout 

with dead pan expressions. It brought the house down and they were made to do an encore. 

Well done everyone involved for a memorable night and in particular to John for putting it all together.      

Comedy Night at The Trooper  

For the second time this year we were treated to a top-class comedy night in the bowling alley behind the pub on 5 October. This 

area makes an ideal venue for this type of entertainment and about 40 people attended.  Our MC for the night was Guy Manners; 

resembling Pierce Brosnan, his very funny act soon had us in good mood. We had five comics over the course of the evening. Scot 

Neil McFarlane described life in Glasgow and gave us his prepared answers to American tourists who ask what is under his kilt.  

Next came Australian, Moataz Hamde, Afro-haired, young and with a broad smile throughout, a long way from home but he soon 

made us his friends. There then followed Canadian, Chris Betts, who has performed all across Canada, the UK and the United 

States. Sporting a magnificent beard, he humorously shared his observations on life here and abroad. Our headliner was Nik 

Coppin who carried on the multinational theme, being born of an English mother and a Bajun father. He told tales of various gigs 

he has performed home and abroad and was a worthy headliner who gave us an enjoyable end to the evening. These were all 

professional entertainers and well worth going to see. 

 

So, for two consecutive Saturday evenings we were lucky to have great entertainment for our village. More please!  

                  Derek Corlett 



Carol Singing – Early Warning 

A very early note to put in the diary - carol singing outside The Trooper on Thursday 19 

December at 6.30pm 

The Sky at Night 

A very rare ‘sungrazing’ comet is about to make an appearance in the night sky as 

seen from the village. You may already have heard of Comet ISON. It was discovered 

in September 2012 when very faint and far away but it was soon realised that the 

orbit of the comet would take it very close to the sun arriving there on 28 November 

this year. See the image of the comet I have produced taken from Hawaii on 16 

October. 

We know that this particular comet is making its first visit to our solar system.  As such, there is a 

high probability that it will be disrupted by the sun’s gravity and more especially the roasting it will 

receive towards the end of the month which is likely to destroy it, with the debris fanning out into 

space producing a spectacular comet tail. There is a lot of uncertainty as to what will happen to the 

comet with a good deal of speculation in the press and on the web. As to what to look out for – the 

comet or its remains will be situated relatively close to the sun in late November / early December 

and so it will be a matter of watching the sky to the west 

close to the horizon after the sun has set in the evening, or 

alternatively looking east in the darkened sky an hour or 

two before the sun rises in the morning. You may see a 

large fantail-shaped glow spreading 20 or 30 degrees and 

tilted almost parallel with the horizon. 

If the comet manages to survive its close passage through 

the upper atmosphere of the sun and the intense solar 

wind that it will encounter then we shall able to watch it 

recede back into the depths of space as it fades through 

the month of December. Closest approach to the earth occurs on 26 December.  Then in mid-January 

we will cross the orbital plane of the comet and so we will see it edge-on; in this case watch out for 

the appearance of a sunward spike of light looking rather like a searchlight beam directed away from 

the head of the comet towards the sun. Even at this late stage, we really do not know what the 

ultimate fate of this sungrazer will be. As I am not a betting person, the only thing I would say is ‘Que 

Sera Sera’!  Clear skies.             

Richard Miles 

Litter 

It seems that litter vandals are about yet again, despoiling the countryside and creating 

danger for animals.  One villager reported that ‘whilst walking around our beautiful village 

recently, I counted six bags of rubbish just dumped along the side of the road (not so 

beautiful)!’ 

A number of villagers always carry a bag when out for a walk in which to put litter that they 

find.  This is a habit we might all perhaps adopt  while also encouraging everyone to take 

their litter home.  But thank you to those public-spirited persons who do collect litter.  We 

much appreciate your efforts.  Meanwhile don’t forget that bag…... 



Christmas Quiz and 

Grand Draw 
 

Stourton Caundle Village Hall  

Saturday 7 December 2013  

at 7 pm 
Quiz teams of 6. Come on your own and 

join a team or bring your own team 

 

£5 per head to include ploughman’s 

supper and coffee 

Bottle bar 

Prize for winning team 

The Grand Christmas Draw will take 

place, with first prize of £200, plus 

quality supporting prizes 
 

Register your team and buy quiz tickets by 30 November from 

Gerry or Chris Holdstock, Griffin, Stourton Caundle  01963 

362001, gerry_holdstock@btinternet.com 

 

Draw tickets are available up and including 7 December from 

Margaret or Colin McKay (01963 364621) 

 

Stourton Caundle League of Golfers 

The October Stableford competition was held at Folke on Sunday 20 October: 

1. John Kewley 19 points 

2. Des Austin  18 points 

3. Paul Wavish 17 points 



Harvest Supper 

A time of celebrating the harvest by sharing fellowship, friendship and FOOD!! 

Another year and, again, a superb event organized by Chris and Gerry Holdstock. 

The tables were set and decorated with an autumnal theme for a large and enthusiastic gathering 

to celebrate the Harvest Supper in the Village Hall. 

John Waltham and Harry Dike manned the door with cheery welcomes whilst Olivia organized 

the donated prizes and raffle.  While people mingled and caught up on news and took the chill off 

the first ‘real’ autumn evening of the year with drinks from the bar (ably managed and supplied 

by The Trooper), a continuous supply of food was being delivered quietly to the kitchen by local 

volunteer cooks. 

The Reverend William Ridding opened the evening with a harvest-focus blessing, and then the 

cottage pies were shared by all.  Such a variety on a common theme!  It would be fun to gather 

all the recipes to see the varied (but delicious) interpretations! 

The meal ended with a spectacular array of homemade desserts.  Ladies were invited to help 

themselves first – the poor gentlemen were mumbling that they were being shortchanged – not 

expecting that there would be reasonable pickings left for them.  But there was plenty for all. 

The raffle closed the evening, with the proceedings going to the church funds. 

****** 

As a follow-up, many volunteers turned up on the Saturday morning to give the hall, the car park 

and outside grounds a well-deserved sprucing.  Whilst Harry tackled the hall and its unwanted 

Halloween-type residents, a group of hardy ladies tackled the nooks and crannies of the kitchen.  

Much hilarity ensued as Vinny, Win Gillard, Jackie Elliot, Marjo Walker and others dug out hidden 

kitchen relics from the past and Harry had a surprise shower from the hot-water geyser while 

cleaning in the ladies room (which occurred simultaneously with a power cut in the hall!). 

Outside, the men (Roger Paull, Hedley Walker, Terry Taylor, Peter Knott and several others) did a 

stupendous job with strimmers, shovels, picks and rakes. Alban Harris and Mark Paull arrived to 

do a sterling job of ferrying away the accumulated dirt and debris. 

And, of course, last but not least a quick mention for Ben Bennett, who quietly and meticulously 

scrubbed and polished the windows – I had not appreciated how much glass there is in the 

building! 

Happy Thanksgiving to everyone and roll on Halloween and Christmas. The Newbie 



The Rector’s Assistants 

Editor’s Note. The  Rector is assisted in his work in the village and elsewhere in the Spire Hill benefice 

by two trainee ministers,  The Reverend Colette Annesley-Gamester and Mrs Judith Waite.  Both are 

still in their early days as ministers and so their training continues, but they are able to undertake 

certain duties, while being overseen by The Reverend William Ridding.  We are publishing short articles 

on both so that villagers know something about them  and can recognise them — we begin this month 

with Judith Waite ;  Colette will be featured in the spring. 

On Saturday 28 September, the Bishop of Salisbury, The Right Reverend Nicholas Holtam, licensed 

Judith Waite as a ‘Lay Minister’ at a special service in Salisbury Cathedral.  The following day, at a joint 

service of Holy Communion in St. Peter’s Church, Stourton Caundle, our Rector, The Reverend William 

Ridding admitted Jude to serve in the four parishes that make up the benefice of Spire Hill.  Jude’s 

family and parishioners from across the benefice gave her a resounding welcome into this next stage 

of her ministry. 

Jude is our first Licensed Lay Minister also known as an LLM.  LLMs 

are volunteer ministers attached to a parish whose license permits 

them to carry out specific duties in and on behalf of the church.  

LLMs work alongside ordained colleagues in the place(s) where they 

serve.  Preaching at the service that simultaneously celebrated 

Jude’s licensing and the Feast of St. Michael and All Angels, the 

Curate, Colette Annesley-Gamester likened the role of LLMs to the 

angels ‘ascending and descending the ladder or staircase between 

heaven and earth’ connecting the world with God.  Except that the 

LLM transits back and forth, horizontally, between the church and 

the world providing a ‘bridge’ that links the two. 

As a newly licensed LLM, Jude will continue with her pastoral and theological studies in conjunction 

with Oxford Brookes University.  She has already completed modules in preaching, mission and 

pastoral visiting.  Future courses will include: biblical studies, church history, ethics and a module on 

conducting funeral services.  Jude’s practical training will take place in the Spire Hill Benefice under 

the direction of the Rector.  She will continue to make pastoral visits, to preach regularly in all four 

churches and to assist at Holy Communion either leading parts of the worship in the role of lay 

deacon or in distributing the bread and the wine during the Eucharist.  Jude can lead Morning and 

Evening Prayer and, when she has completed the module, will be able to conduct funeral services - 

either a burial or a cremation - according to the rites of the Church of England.  Jude will continue to 

meet regularly with her Spiritual Director, the Reverend Sarah Muffet, to discuss her prayer life, her 

theological training and her duties as a Licensed Lay Minister. 

              The Reverend Colette L Annesley-Gamester 

Dorset Historic Churches Ride and Stride 2013 
This year, thanks to our cyclists and their sponsors, we raised £287.50 of which £143.75 was returned to St 

Peter's Church.  A great effort.         

Olivia Bastable 



Cookery Corner 

Trifle with a twist – Ginger Rum Trifle (a winter warmer) 
No cooking required; life is too short, so cheat as much as you like ! 

 

Ingredients 

Method 

Line a dish or glass bowl with one of the sliced ginger cakes. Drain pears but reserve some of the fruit 

juice. Mix the rum (approx 6 tablespoons) into some of the reserved fruit juice and sprinkle over the 

cake – or as I do, pour over neat rum and add fruit juice to taste – you don’t want to drown it! Place 

all the pears on top and cover with the second sliced cake. Add more rum mixed, or neat. 

Cover with the custard, whip the cream with the icing sugar through it, until it forms soft peaks and 

spoon over the custard. 

 

This trifle is better for being made the day before and chilled overnight, so it can talk to itself in the 

fridge! Just before serving, toast the flaked almonds under a hot grill, cool, and sprinkle over the 

cream. 

 

Sweet dreams, you will soon be asleep after this – guaranteed! 

Jane Broxham 

P.S. 

Now surplus to my requirements I have six ‘AGA’ cookery books to give away. If any of you Aga/Aga 

type cooker owners would like them please ring at any time. 

2 loaf-sized Jamaica ginger cakes from any 

supermarket 

A large can of pear halves, or quarters in 

fruit juice NOT SYRUP 

A tub of “fresh” cold thick custard from cold 

shelf in supermarket 

A tub of whipping cream (double cream is 

too heavy for this pudding) 

Dark rum (Try Sainsbury’s own, small size 

superior, dark, smooth and aromatic. 35cl.) 

2 teaspoons icing sugar 

Toasted flaked almonds to decorate  

Len Graham  at The Trooper,  

Wednesday 30 October, 8.00pm 
 

Len Graham needs little introduction to folk song enthusiasts. His rich, mellow voice has 

been part of the international folk music scene for decades and he has toured extensively 

around the world. A native of County Antrim, he has spent most of his life seeking out the 

singers and songs of Northern Ireland, an area that is acknowledged as having one of the 

richest singing traditions in the British Isles. The result is a repertoire that has been distilled 

over the years, containing a treasury of musical gems delivered by a master of the art. 

Supporting him will be Cliff Stapleton, one of this country’s finest and most innovative hurdy-

gurdy players. Cliff has played with numerous bands, including the seminal bands, 

Blowzabella and  Coil. His compositions are widely played and include music for theatre and 

film. He now plays with the avant-garde group, Cyclobe. 

Admission is £10.00 on the door, and further information and ticket reservations can be had 

from John Waltham on 01963 362890. 


