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Help Please! 

In their wisdom, the founders of THE STOURTON CAUNDLER magazine laid down that the editor’s time in 

office should be limited to three years:  I have now come to the end of my fourth year of editing the 

magazine, which is long enough for me and probably you, the readers, as well! So within the next year we 

need to find either a new editor to continue THE STOURTON CAUNDLER in its present form or we need to 

look at another way of producing a village magazine regularly – could we make it bi-monthly in a larger 

format (A4) or have an editorial committee who take it in turns to produce an issue?   

More radically, do we really need a printed magazine or could it be web-based, providing facilities such as 

links to advertiser’s web sites?  However, an electronic version may deprive a number of villagers of ready 

access to the content, without reducing the editorial workload significantly.  How often do those of us with 

internet access really sit down to read material on our computers, other than a quick scan of e-mails or 

browsing particular websites?  Is a written magazine a useful reference to keep handy throughout the 

month?  What do you, our readers, think? Please let us know, or better yet, step forward to lend a hand in 

producing the magazine on a regular basis, in whatever format is deemed best.    

Meanwhile this issue contains its usual mix of material  – we hope that you enjoy and appreciate what 

follows.   

Tim Villiers 

Spring 

Spring affects us all in different ways!  A bottle of wine is offered as a prize for the best printable caption for 

the following photograph (the Chairman’s decision is final!).  Suggestions to the editor by 15 May, please. 

 

Village Hall ‘100’ Club Monthly Draw 
The April draw took place on 16 April 2014 at The Trooper.  The winners were: 
 

First Prize:  £15.00  No.232  Barry Mitchell 

Second Prize:  £12.00  No.231  Michele Austin 

Third Prize:  £10.00  No.200  Ray Foot 

Easter Bonus Prize: £25.00  No.37   Jane Colville  
 

Many thanks to my collectors, Delia and Fleur, who have now collected the half-yearly subscriptions and to everyone who is 

contributing to our village hall funds by their membership. 

The next monthly draw will be on Wednesday 14 May at about 9pm at The Trooper.   

                                                                                 Anna Oliver 



Naturally Thinking 

Spring arrived with reports of swallows in the week beginning 7 April – just a few days earlier than those 

reported last year.   I thought I saw one on a power line in Waterloo Lane one day and there were two other 

reports in the same week.  The dawn chorus is reaching fever pitch and I am already up to 31 in my wild 

flower count in a two-mile radius.    

Blackthorn is everywhere, trimming the hedges with snowy white blossom.  This shrub makes an excellent 

stock-proof hedge, which is perhaps why there is so much of it round all the fields – it was there long before 

any modern fencing.  The flowers usually appear during a cold snap, which is why, I suppose, the old country 

saying of ‘a blackthorn winter’ has been handed down through the ages.   The wood can be made into the 

finest of walking sticks and is the traditional material for Irish shillelaghs.  If the amount of blossom is anything 

to go by this year, there should be a good crop for all the sloe gin makers.  Traditionally, this is made by 

gathering sloes in late September and October, pricking them with a skewer, half filling a bottle with them, 

adding a few spoonfuls of sugar and covering the lot with gin – the proper British sort please, none of your 

imported stuff.  This is ready to drink by Christmas and when the liquid is finished, the sloes can be eaten, 

sometimes dipped into melted chocolate.  Sounds all right to me.   

We have a pheasant that seems to prefer the village gardens to open fields and coppices.  I’m not sure how 

wide his area is, but he certainly treks regularly between us and The Trooper.  I do wonder about these birds.  

The females are drab in contrast to their handsome male counterparts, but they are all rather stupid, 

especially when you come across one in the road.   However, I take my hat off to them – the males share in 

the parenting, so perhaps they’re not that stupid.  The village one regularly comes in and out of our garden, 

has a good check-up on any dross that may have fallen out of the bird feeders, then flies up onto the fence, 

makes a loud squawking sound and flaps its wings a lot.  Why does it do this?  Is it lonely?  If it’s hoping to 

attract the attention of a female, then it’s in the wrong place.  Or is it just showing off a bit?  We’re always 

quite pleased to see him but he is a bit of a puzzle.   

A bit of my heart has recently been left in a nearby timber yard – or with the man who owns it.  (Sorry Brian!)  

We visited him a few weeks ago for a single lump of log to raise a pot containing a tree, and were quite 

overawed with his obvious love for all things connected with trees, alive or dead.  In fact, I don’t think he can 

look at a tree without seeing a cruck roof or a table in it and he showed us around his yard, explaining where 

each load of logs had come from and what he was going to do with it.  He is a real countryman and it pains 

him to see it spoilt in any way, so one area at the end of his yard is his own wildlife field, full of flowers and 

butterflies later in the season.  Finding a spring nearby, he dug a large pond which is now inhabited by all sorts 

of wildlife and even visited by kingfishers.  And he said I could go and see it in a few week’s time! 

What a lot of stitchwort there seems to be around this year.  It is that little starry white flower related to the 

family of pinks and it’s growing on all the local banks and verges.  It has some lovely names, depending on 

what part of the country you come from, including daddy’s-shirt-buttons, headaches, wedding cakes and star 

of Bethlehem.  It’s always out at the same time as red campion and bluebells.    In Devon, the children’s name 

for red campion was 'adder’s meat', especially when it grew next to stitchwort, as they believed that adders 

were coiled around their roots.  This seems an odd sort of belief when you think of the habitats of adders.  

I longed for a pond when we moved here but couldn’t decide on the most practical place to put one in such a 

small garden.  I mentioned this to my brother-in-law a few weeks ago, and he said ‘I’ve got just the thing’ and 

arrived on our doorstep with one in the back of his car.   I think I could just get away with calling it a pond, 

though it’s about the size of a large washing-up bowl, made of fibre glass and covered with something that 

makes it look like stone.  In the bottom of my new acquisition was a small amount of water and a huge clump 

of frog spawn.  I tended it all lovingly, put some large stones in it, bought weed and water snails and watched 

eagerly for the spawn to hatch – which it did by the bucket load.  For the last two or three weeks, hundreds of 

tadpoles wriggled around the edges, swam through the weed, ate what remained of their spawn and a bit of 

something that was recommended to me for infants of their size.  

Then tragedy struck.  The pigeons began to drink out of it and worse still, a pair of blackbirds used it as a bath, 

preferring it to the one that quite clearly is a bird bath.  I now have only half a dozen tadpoles swimming 

cautiously around.  Brian has covered it with plastic wire, but the words ‘horse’ and ‘stable door’ come to 

mind.  I have some replacements coming from one of my grandsons who has raised a few in a tank, but I can’t 

help mourning the loss of all my first hatch, even though we would have had a plague of frogs of biblical 

proportions had they all grown up.            

                 Margaret Waddingham 



Dorset Highways – Temporary Road Restrictions 

The following roads will be subject to rolling road closures to allow surface dressing 

maintenance work  to be carried out between 08.00 and 17.00 hours daily: 

 

Drove Road: 1-12 May; 

Stokes Lane and Waterloo Lane (Brunsells Knapp): 1-12 May; 

Waterloo Lane, Cat Lane and Caundle Lane to junction with A3030  1-19 May. 

Local diversions will be signed. 

Only one road will be closed at a time. Roads will be open outside these times,  at 

weekends and on bank holidays. 

Golf Report 
It was a beautiful day on 16 March for the first golf of 2014. It wasn't our best 

turnout, but all there enjoyed getting back into the swing of things. We 

welcomed three newbies, so stand up Bill Foot, Nick Hoare and Ian Watson; 

hope to see you next month. 

Despite the lovely weather, and the fantastic condition of the course 

considering the weather we have endured, it was a low scoring day, with 

Graham Lilley coming out victorious.                    

Dave Conduit 

Children’s Art Workshops 

Two children’s art workshops have been held in the church 

in recent weeks, the first to make gifts for Mothering 

Sunday and a second to prepare for Easter. They were well 

attended events with 11 children, of whom nine were from 

All Saints School, Bishops Caundle. 

At the first of the two workshops, children were able to be 

very creative, creating hand-made flowers from card and 

coloured tissue paper and various other decorations. These 

were taken home to their mums, nans or aunties.  

The Easter event was also a wonderful day as children made an Easter basket and cards 

before putting together their masks and going on an egg hunt around the gardens.  They all 

seemed to really enjoy it and even the adults had fun helping and having a chat 

Dee Dummett, Jane Colville, Vinny Taylor and Anita Shardlow all kindly helped, doing a 

brilliant job making sure everyone had refreshments, as well as providing general 

assistance.                     

 Michelle Smith 

Weather report for March 

Rainfall                2014         2013  19-year average 

  47 mm / 1.85 in                    N/A  62.4 mm / 2.46 in 

  

Temperature (°C)             Maximum                Minimum          Average 

       High           Low     High                 Low 

2014    18.6 (30
th
)      8.1 (3

rd
) 8.9 (31

st
)      -1.6 (24

th
)     8.0 

2013    15.0 (8
th
)       1.5 (11

th
) 7.7 (7

th
)        -4.4 (14

th
)     4.1 



Sky at Night 

This month’s topic is the elusive planet, Mercury, which I have selected because this 

month will be the most favourable time this year for seeing it in the late evening as the 

sky darkens after sunset. Being the closest planet to the sun, which it orbits in just 88 

days, it is usually lost from view hidden by the glare of the intensely bright sun. 

However, from about 15 to  23
 
May, given a nice clear sky, you should be able to see it 

very low down above the horizon somewhere in the compass direction between WNW 

and NW.  

The best time to start looking is about 10.20pm at which time Mercury will be some 5 

degrees above the horizon, appearing as a point of light which shines with a constant light,  unlike the 

stars that twinkle.  Make sure you look from a vantage point where the western horizon is more or less 

unobstructed – the other side of The Wheel or the far end of Cat Lane would be good. By about 10.40pm, 

the planet will begin to disappear from view as it approaches closer to the horizon.  

Good luck planet hunting!          

Richard Miles 

Welcome Club 

Thirty-nine members and guests attended the April meeting  

Paul thanked everybody for their assistance with the jumble sale and Margaret  

reported that we had made a profit of £230.  Along with donations from Helen Bennett 

and a couple of members unable to attend the sale, we totaled around £300. 

The guest speaker was Sarah Challis who provided a very interesting and informative 

talk on her experiences when she first decided to write for a living and the highs and 

lows of trying to get her first novel published. 

After tea and sandwiches the raffle was held, the highlight of which was a signed copy of Sarah`s latest 

book, ‘The Lonely Desert’.                   

  Margaret McKay  

Cycle Rides 

With spring in full bloom it's time for villagers to dust off their old bikes, splash some oil on the chain and 

inflate the tyres to be ready to join in one of our bi-monthly bicycle rides around the local lanes. 

Either Richard or Tom will be leading these cycle rides every other Wednesday from Wednesday, 23 April – 

starting from outside The Trooper at 10am.  The first few will be on May 7/21, June 4/18 and July 2/16.  

We have found it prudent to decide the exact route on the day, in agreement with those who are available 

each time. The weather will doubtless play a decisive role and we will aim to ride along at a speed to suit 

everyone.  As ever, it's fine to walk up some of the steeper hills, and we will always wait at hilltops or lane 

turnoffs. 

The rides will last an average of about two hours, depending on the chosen route, perhaps with some 

options to shorten or lengthen the way according to the group's wishes.  Sometimes we may pause for a 

coffee stop, and we should be back at The Trooper in time for a little midday refreshment, if so desired. 

We hope as many villagers as possible – of both genders and all ages – will be enthused to join us every 

other Wednesday at 10am during the spring and summer months.  Do pass on any thoughts, ideas or 

comments on the topic of village cycle rides so that we can better tailor arrangements to suit your needs. 

We would welcome feedback on this village activity.  If you would like to be added to our email 

distribution list for updates and highlights, please let one of us know. 

Richard Miles (364651) – rmiles.btee@btinternet.com or  

Tom Eden (364447) – tom.eden141@btinternet.com 



Garden Club Report  
The Garden Club was entertained on Wednesday, 9 April by Steve Fry of Castle 

Gardens, who talked about ‘spring colour and interest in the garden’.  Steve 

demonstrated a wide range of plants which could enhance our gardens, and 

explained how to grow them to their best advantage.  The next meeting of the 

Garden Club is on Wednesday 14 May, when members are given private access to 

the Castle Gardens plant centre in Sherborne, with everything reduced by 25% on 

the night.  The meeting starts at 6.30pm. 

Two garden visits have been organised for the summer; to Bembury Farm near 

Thornford on Thursday, 12 June and to Tumblins near Winterborne Houghton on 

Tuesday, 2 September.  Both visits will cost £5 (to include tea) and bookings can be 

made by contacting Howard ffitch either by e-mail or by telephone. 

Finally, a reminder that the Garden Club will also be holding a plant sale on Sunday 18 May between 

11am and 4pm in the garden of The Old Vicarage.   

   Garden Tip 

Sow runner beans into the cardboard cores of toilet rolls.  When ready, plant out directly, 

tube and all, into prepared soil, therefore avoiding any growth check.  Remember to 

protect from late frosts. 



 

SPRING PLANT SALE 
 

SUNDAY 18 MAY 2014 

11 AM – 4 PM 

VENUE:  THE OLD VICARAGE GARDEN 

(IN CASE OF RAIN, IN THE VILLAGE HALL) 
 

The Garden Club Committee extends a warm welcome to ALL villagers to its plant 
sale.   

A large variety of home-grown plants, including vegetables and herbs, will be 
available ready to be planted in your own garden or allotment. 

 

Gardening books, garden related tools and other sundries will also be offered for 
sale. 

 

Tea, coffee and delicious homemade cakes will be served in The Old Vicarage 
garden. 

 

Any surplus and unwanted garden plants (preferably labelled) and goods which 
you would like to donate to the sale will be gratefully accepted. 

 

PLEASE JOIN US ON SUNDAY 18 MAY FOR A GREAT DAY OF GARDENING. 

Enquiries to:  Winn Gillard 01963  363816 

STOURTON CAUNDLE  

All Saints CE VC Primary School                                                                

Our Wonderful Learning Centre Update! 

We will never forget the generosity of the local community in supporting the development of our 

Learning Centre which we created at the heart of our school in 2012. We thought you may like to hear 

about how it is being put to great use to enhance our provision at All Saints Primary. Our Learning 

Centre has become the hub of our school.  It reflects our commitment to fostering a love of reading 

and the high expectations we have for our children’s learning. A common sight is for children to be 

enjoying the space to read in – on the sofa or perched on our colourful stools, with others eagerly 

choosing their next book from the shelves.  For our ‘Books at Bedtime’ event it was transformed into a 

magical area for listening to stories with fairy lights, duvets and cushions! 

It continually hosts groups of pupils who love learning there, either independently or for dedicated 

group work with one of our brilliant staff team. So passing through you may see some phonics learning 

or ‘First Class Maths’ taking place around our café-style tables. At lunchtime you may catch School 

Council or our Eco Team in lively debate or even children catching up on their home learning. School 

Council and Eco Team display their work here and it is where children can share a worry with our 

‘Worry Ted’ or make a suggestion to help our school be the best it can be. The touch screen computer 

is popular for teaching and learning; our laptops are kept here too. 

During our enrichment time on Fridays it becomes very lively with children playing table- top games or 

snooker or even Twister.  At quieter times it provides a light and airy space for our staff meetings and 

curriculum meetings for parents.  

At the moment we are learning about ‘Life Cycles’ and it is home to seven eggs which we are 

incubating in order to produce our own Easter chicks! All the children have access to watching this 

living miracle happen and we cannot wait for the hatching. 

Our children are proud of our lovely Learning Centre and everyone who visits our school is so positive 

about it, so once again thank you for helping us to make a difference. 

                  Anne Crumpler, Headteacher, All Saints CE VC Primary School, Bishops Caundle. 



  The War Memorial 

The men of Stourton Caundle and Stalbridge Weston who gave their lives in the First and Second World 

Wars will not be forgotten. 

First World War 

WILLIAM ASHFORD.  HUBERT HENRY BUGG.  THOMAS JAMES CADDY .  ALBERT EDWARD CARTER.   

ALFRED JOSEPH HANN.  CHARLES JEANS .   HARRY OSMOND. 

Also HARRY WALDEN born in Stourton Caundle but resident in Upper Parkstone. 

Second World War 

STANLEY JAMES HAIME.      DENNIS GUY FURNELL. 

Standing at the War Memorial each year for the Remembrance Service I used to wonder who were the 

men of Stourton Caundle who died in the First and Second World Wars? 

What work did they do before going to war, who were their parents, wives and family, where did they 

live, where did they die and where were they buried? 

The years go by and they are respected, but in many cases, unknown.  I felt it was important to try and 

record historic information so that current and future generations could understand the background 

and history of the soldiers. 

Fourteen years ago I put a letter in the local papers, talked to villagers and produced a War Memorial 

folder which is available to view in the church. Since then, I have researched further and updated the 

folder 

It now includes photographs, census reports, War Grave Commission reports and much more. 

The centenary of the start of the First World War will be remembered this November.  Before that, 

there is to be a 'Then and Now' exhibition in the church on 19 & 20 July. 

The War Memorial folder will be on view, together with a display by Phil Knott which will also include 

material on soldiers who returned home. 

There has been a lot of support for the exhibition already, but if anyone has any photos or information 

about soldiers or sailors  who died or returned from the wars please contact Phil Knott on 

phillip.knott123@btinternet.com or Michael Place on mtplace@hotmail.com 

All original documents and photos will be looked after very carefully and returned. 

Thank you.                       

Michael Place 

Homewatch 

Dorset Waste Partnership is currently door-step calling in parts of Dorset, promoting the 

newly implemented "Recycle for Dorset" service. All will carry ID cards, a letter of authority 

and will be wearing orange tabards. They have started in North Dorset working between 

Tuesdays and Saturdays weekly. Under no circumstance will they ask to enter your 

property, however they may request a telephone number for the purposes of a quality 

assurance check to be made, but this is optional and the householder may decline to take 

part. Do not let any cold caller into your home. Should anyone attempt to gain entry please 

ask them to leave and contact Dorset Police on 101 immediately.  

                            Keith Murphy 


