
THESTOURTONCAUNDLER 

 ISSUE NO. 88                                                MARCH 2011     

********************************************************************* 

The Stourton Caundler team 

Eric Dummett  Chairman Margaret McKay Production   

Jane Colville  Distribution     Richard Miles Photography    

Chris Holdstock Secretary Tim Villiers   Editor    

Gerry Holdstock Webmaster Marjo Walker Advertising  

  

Please present all contributions for the next  issue to the Editor 

by 12 noon on 20  March 2011  by e-mail if possible.  E mail 

address : thecaundler@hotmail.co.uk.  Please use only “Word” 

document format (.doc) when sending contributions.  

The Stourton Caundle website     
 http://www.stourtoncaundle.org.uk/ 

The village website has been up and running for several months now and for the 

first time we have usage numbers from our service provider.  Hosting a website is a 

strange experience as you don’t really know whether you’re reaching a wider 

audience or just talking to yourself.  It was very heartening therefore to see that we 

had 767 visits in the month of January, far more than I expected, and I have to say 

a little daunting. 

The website complements the magazine. We can respond to events at short notice, 

such as Parish Council meetings and planning meetings, specials at the Trooper etc, 

where these might not fit into the publishing timetable of The Stourton Caundler. We 

can also hold more information about clubs and societies or downloadable 

documents such as the Housefinder or the Village Plan, and carry colour 

photographs. What the magazine does best is the monthly commentaries and 

articles keeping us up to date with what’s going on in the village. There is no better 

way to read Margaret’s wonderful nature stories than curled up in an armchair with a 

cup of tea and the magazine, and computers will never better that, whatever the 

pundits tell us. 

Gerry Holdstock 



THE STOURTON CAUNDLER 
 

Spring appears to be in the air at last and it is again a pleasure to be out of doors; 

the snowdrops and other bulbs are out, as shown by Richard Miles’ cheerful 

photograph on the front cover, while the grass is starting to grow.  It may not be 

long before the sound of animals on the pastures and mowers in gardens are heard.  

Hopefully, it is the end of ‘going back to bed with a hot water bottle’ weather, as 

one villager so aptly described it a week or two ago – as if we could be so lucky!  

However, the weather gods probably still have a trick or two up their sleeves! 

 

As a village we seem to have been catching our breath after a busy Christmas and 

New Year period and this is reflected in a lesser number of reports in the magazine 

on past activities than in recent editions.  However planning is well underway for 

events later in the year, with a street party to celebrate the Royal Wedding on 

Friday 29 April  and a Villagers’ Day on Sunday 12 June.  Information about both 

events can be found on pages 10 and 11. 

 

Elsewhere, we continue our human interest series with The Reverend Canon 

Anthony Molesworth recalling life as a young priest in Africa, long before he came 

to live in  Barrow Hill.  Gerry Holdstock provides an update on the village website 

which goes from strength to strength, showing how both printed and electronic 

words each have roles to play. While for those with some time on their hands and a 

competitive nature, Colin McKay suggests the formation of a ‘short mat bowling’ 

club on page 21.  In short, we hope that there is something for everyone. 

Tim Villiers 

Village Hall ‘100’ Club monthly draw   

 

The draw for February 2011 took place in The Trooper on 20  February.  

The winners were: 

 

First Prize:  £15.00  No.103  Colin & Sue Harris 

Second Prize:  £12.00  No.58  Jane Onslow 

Third Prize:  £10.00  No.223  Vernon Robjohn 

 

The March Draw will take place on Wednesday 16 March at The Trooper.   

Anna Oliver 

Parish council 
A brief meeting was held on 10 February to discuss plans for a detached 

garage at Waterloo House, Waterloo Lane (formerly Brambles.)  There were 

no objections to the plans. 

 

Gritting was discussed again and it was decided rather than spend a lot of 

money on grit bins, to buy and store a supply which will be distributed with a 

tractor when required. 

 

Parish Council elections are being held on 5 May this year; please contact the 

Clerk 01963 362864 for further details and application forms. Nomination 

forms have to be sent in to NDDC by noon on 5 April. 

 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Tuesday 29 March  at 8pm 

in the Village Hall. 

Sue Harris 



Naturally thinking 
 

I wonder how many from the village took part in the Big Bird Count this year and 

ended up as frustrated as I when the most interesting birds failed to appear?  Where 

were the long tailed tits, the great spotted woodpecker and the wren when I needed 

them?  And I’ve been watching out for a brambling that two near neighbours had 

spotted amongst their chaffinches.  No luck.  The trouble is that these birds are so 

similar that unless they wear a label round their necks saying ‘I am a brambling’ I’m 

not at all sure that I’d recognise one.   

Curlews were spotted by two friends on a snowy field just before Christmas.  Those I 

would instantly have recognised but this is such unusual territory for them that I 

winged off an e-mail to the RSPB to ask what they were doing here.  Shouldn’t they 

be paddling about in an estuary or fidgeting around in damp grassland I demanded?  

Well, unusual but not unexpected, was the answer.  There have been a few sightings 

inland this winter, presumably birds that have come in from continental Europe to 

escape the extreme cold weather in December.  I’m not sure they would have found 

it any warmer here but how lovely to be their hosts, even if it was only for a day or 

two.  I’m just sorry I didn’t see them.  

When we lived in Devon, we were right on the edge of a small piece of moorland and 

we often used to go and listen to them in the spring.  There’s no other sound quite 

like it – a lonely and plaintive song that fits more perfectly with the wildness of moors 

than of the estuaries when it is often almost lost amongst the sounds of other wading 

birds.  One of my most spine tingling moments was standing by a gate at the top of 

the moor whilst three of them did a circuit from the top to the bottom.  They circled 

overhead time and time again, so near that I could almost touch them as they 

passed, all the while calling that wild cry, ‘cour-lee’,  from which their name is 

derived.     

On now to trees.  These are now causing so much worry that it might even make us 

forget the sickly pound and MPs’ expenses.  There is Sudden Oak Death, Sudden 

Larch Death, Bleeding Canker of the Chestnut and more than 100 other woody 

shrubs all in danger of infection.  In the garden we fare no better.  Many of us have 

lost Robinias and Acers.  We could all just bury our heads in the sand if it wasn’t for 

the fact that we are apparently partly to blame for this mayhem.  Trees are brought 

in from Asia via Europe to satisfy a growing demand for the instant garden and where 

once we were content to plant a 2ft tall tree and wait for it to grow, now we are 

demanding something more in the region of 10ft. It used to be easy to spot 

something amiss in one of the little fellows, but it is well nigh impossible in the tree 

equivalent of a tall teenager.   I’m sure there’s a bit more to it but this is a summary 

of one article I read.  

Whilst walking in the Woody Acres last year, Brian and I noticed a number of rather 

dead-looking larches adjacent to some felled trees.  Being of an inquisitive nature, I 

wrote to the Estate Manager to ask if he knew whether they were suffering from a 

disease and had a very nice letter back assuring me that, to their knowledge, they 

weren’t.  Well, I’m not the expert, but I’m not entirely convinced.    

Five male blackbirds have been gathering in the garden over the last few weeks, 

squabbling over several females who seem as ferocious as the males.  One of them 

has even arrived on the doorstep once or twice asking for sultanas.  It’s not Mr 

Bocelli but we wonder whether it’s one of his sons.  His behaviour is quite different - 

rather jumpy and nervy.  He is sleek and slim with a bright beak and glittering eyes.  

We have only seen Mr Bocelli two or three times since Christmas and, though looking 

well, he seemed slightly portly and his beak and eyes had lost the gloss of youth.  

I’m not writing him off yet, but if anyone spots a blackbird with part of the outside 

toe of his left foot missing, let me know please.  
Margaret Waddingham         



Curlews 

I walked the moor the other day, 

a day of winds and clouds that raced, 

I heard a curlew call somewhere - 

 a sound that bubbled in the air 

and echoed round the empty space. 

  

Oh curlew, wild and timid bird 

that haunts where lark and buzzard fly, 

you stole a fragment from my soul 

and took it with your lonely call 

        to where the moorland meets the sky.  

Margaret Waddingham 

Wanted :  Feet ! 
 

Student in Reflexology and Massage needs willing clients, male and female, any 

age, for six one-hourly sessions at my house. 

Bryony, Grange Cottage, Tel. 364651 

Garden club 
 

February’s meeting was a very interesting and topical talk by Steve Fry from Castle 

Gardens on ‘Gardening for Wildlife’.  He described ways of attracting wildlife into a 

garden by introducing plants that insects like; this in turn results in more birds coming 

into a garden.  He illustrated points as he made them, such as double flowers not 

being as good as single flowers as the bees cannot get to the nectar so easily, with the 

use of sample plants that he had brought with him and which were later available for 

sale to members.    

Next month’s meeting is on 9 March and is a talk by Dinah Lindon-Critchley on 

‘Building a Border’. 

Nikki Hale 

Sunflower competition    
Have you got what it takes to grow the largest and widest Sunflowers, and become the 

Sunflower Growing Champion of the village for 2011? 

 

The Garden Club have obtained a large quantity of seed of a variety called ‘Russian 

Giant’. This beast grows up to three metres tall and produces wonderful multi-headed 

flowers. They are full of nectar so bees, butterflies and birds just love them. 

 

To enter and apply for your free seeds and a fact sheet simply email your details to: 

thegardenclub@hotmail.co.uk 

 

There are no prizes, though the winners will have prestigious bragging rights. 

Details can also be seen on the village website: www.stourtoncaundle.org.uk 

Roger Gransden (tel: 363135) 
 

Garden tip 
Spread black polythene sheets over your vegetable seed bed to help warm the soil 

prior to sowing.   



Neighbourhood watch 

Watch out, there are thieves about …. 

1. 19 Feb. Lead stolen from the porch roof at Gwyers. 

 

2. 3 Feb.  Money left outside for the milkman was stolen from a property in  

Tarrant Gunville; this occurred between 1500 and 1545 this is for information 

only. We remind all residents to be vigilant and aware when leaving monies for 

deliveries. 

  

3. There has been an update to the Scam Busters page on the Dorset police 

website. These entries concern a computer repair scam and an on-line dating 

fraud.  http://www.dorset.police.uk/default.aspx?page=4821 

 

4. A new Government website has been launched allowing residents to enter a 

postcode and view the crime in that area. The site also contains contact links to 

local Safer Neighbourhood Teams. 

 

ROYAL WEDDING DAY  
FRIDAY 29 APRIL  3.00– 5.00 PM 

 

There will be a Street Party to celebrate the Royal Wedding  

 

outside The Trooper  

 

Come and join us!   Free and open to everyone—any age 

 

Watch the wedding in The Trooper on the big screen 

 

Free commemorative mugs will be given to all under 16.  Please 

complete and return the form enclosed with this edition of the 

magazine by no later than 10 March, so that we  can order the right 

number of mugs. 

 

Bunting and cakes wanted.  Contact Jane Colville  Tel: 362287  

 

STOURTON CAUNDLE VILLAGERS’ DAY 
SUNDAY 12 JUNE 

Calling all : 
 

Artists, Quilters, Potters, Jewelry Makers, Spinners, 
Weavers …. and the rest 

 
We propose to have an exhibition of crafts made by 

residents of Stourton Caundle 
 
Please contact Chris Holdstock   Tel: 362001 



Weather report for January 
Rainfall        

  2011          2010   18-year average 

 72 mm / 2.83 in  51 mm / 2.01 in  94.9 mm / 3.74 in 

  

Temperature (°C)       Maximum      Minimum          Average 

           High             Low            High           Low 

2011         11.9 (16th)    -0.1 (29th)       9.7 (13th)    -5.2 (31st) 4.3 

2010           9.5 (17th)    -1.0 (6th)         4.2 (22nd)    -7.8 (8th)  0.8 

Welcome Club report 
 

 

41 members and guests attended the February meeting of the 

Welcome Club. 

 

The guest speaker Bill Moore gave an illustrated talk on the Tudor 

warship the Mary Rose. Copies of some of the artefacts recovered from the wreck 

were on display. Bill was a volunteer diver on the wreck, before the hull of the ship 

was raised to the surface. His passion and commitment to the on-going work to 

preserve and provide an exhibition centre for the Mary Rose and the many 

artefacts recovered from the sea bed resulted in a very interesting and informative 

presentation 

 

The lunch for those members who were unable to attend the Christmas meal due 

to the snow and ice took place on Friday 25 February at the King’s Arms at East 

Stour.  

 

Destinations for the summer outings are as follows:-   

20 May - Bowood House and gardens, near Calne Wiltshire  

17 June - Jurassic Coast boat trip starting from either Poole or Bournemouth and  

16 September - Portsmouth Dockyard with an option of six attractions including 

the Mary Rose Exhibition. Non members welcome     

  

The next meeting is on Wednesday 16 March at 2.30pm  

Phil Knott 

 

Short-Mat bowls 
We are considering using the village hall for Short Mat Bowls but need to 

know who, if anybody, would be interested in playing in the afternoons. 

 

If you would be interested could you please let me know by ringing me 

on 01963 364621 or by email at colin-mckay@live.uk.  

Colin McKay 



Recollections of Swaziland 
 

When I was ordained, my Bishop told me that I was being 

ordained into the Church of God, not just the Church of England, 

and that I should be prepared to serve overseas.  This was the last 

thing I wanted to do – but God works in mysterious ways, and so 

five years later I volunteered to go and work in Swaziland on the 

Mission staffed by past students of the College where I was 

trained. 

What a different world this seemed to be at first.  The Rector (who 

eventually became Archbishop of Central Africa) never stopped 

working, and seemed impervious to discomfort.  We each had a 

rondaval hut.  Mine was also used for our bathroom – a wooden 

box on which was an enamel basin and a large jug of water from the spring – and his 

had a large table with chairs – a dining room.  No electricity, no running water, and an 

earth closet about twenty yards beyond.  For a bath we went down to a hot spring by 

the Great Usuthu River, but after dark so we could have it to ourselves, as the Swazi 

men would not go there after sunset. 

The “Parish” was the southern half of Swaziland, i.e. half the size of Wales, and three 

of us, as a very good Zulu priest was also with us, with his wife and family in an old 

house the other side of the Mission Church.  For transport we had a 1½ ton Bedford 

truck, and quite early on the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel gave us a 

Landrover which was wonderful.  The Mission had 250 acres of land which was farmed, 

and the Rector, Donald Arden had organised men to come and work the farm, mealies 

(maize), an orchard of oranges, lemons and bananas, and pineapples on the land which 

could not be irrigated by the scheme which had been devised by an association of 

farmers in the valley.  This took water from the Usuthu River. 

Swazis, like Zulus, do not traditionally live in villages, but each homestead has a group 

of huts, a large one with smaller ones in a semi-circle either side for the wives and 

children, and a roughly fenced small area for the cattle to be penned at night, for fear 

of predators.  So visiting, which is paramount in any missionary situation home or 

abroad, takes time as one has to walk at least a quarter of a mile between homes. 
 

We had two horses on the Mission, and I did try and use them, but I am no horseman 

and almost always fell off at some time during my visiting, so I preferred to go on foot. 
 

Our day began at 5.30 am when the bell was rung – large and hung from a tree.  

Matins at 6 am, Eucharist at 6.30 am, prayer time at 7 am, and breakfast at 7.30 am.  

By this time children were arriving for school – primary school up to Standard V, with 

locally trained staff. 

On the third day after my arrival I was going up the path to the ‘little house’, and the 

men were burning grass nearby.  I was very snake conscious at that time and peered 

round the door before entering.  To my horror there was a large green snake which 

reared up almost level with my eyes.  I shouted ‘Nyoka’ (‘snake’), a word I had taken 

care to learn already – and the men despatched it.  It was a green mamba, about 5 

feet long, and deadly. 
 

Some time later one of the men came to my hut when I was swotting over Zulu 

grammar, and asked me my age.  I said ‘Have a guess’ and he said ‘We think you are 

19’.  Oh!  So I told him that he and I were actually the same age (29) as I had 

happened to see his age in the Baptism Register.  But 19 – what shall I do?  So I 

stopped shaving the next morning, and the result was my Swazi name, Silevo 

Sibornvu, which means Red Beard. 

 

 To be continued ……...                                         Anthony Molesworth 



New arrivals 
We welcome to the village: 

John Ferrari and Gillian Ward with Cataldo and Lewis, at 21 Brimble Cottages; 

Catherine Speakman and Ellis, at 25 Brimble Cottages ; 

Martyn and Stephanie Bond with Joe and Giorgia, at Greenways 

Sky at night 
 

I see that the 18 February edition of the Blackmore Vale 

Magazine featured a couple of articles relating to the subject 

of lighting.  One item, a letter, drew attention to the 

likelihood that most residential street lighting in Dorset 

would be turned off after midnight making the point that 

people should have been consulted.  The proposed measure 

aims to save about 15% in energy costs.  The second item 

appeared on page 1 and related to bright street lights in Church Street, 

Sturminster Newton, where new tall lamp posts shine into people’s upstairs 

windows blighting the lives of residents there. 

It turns out that this energy-saving scheme will not affect traffic routes, town 

centres, areas with high crime rates or others with significant highway use 

after midnight – the lights will remain on all night on these roads.  Also, 

Dorset County Council is seeking the input of most town and parish councils 

to identify any roads that need to remain lit all night. 

The prospect of darker skies in the early hours is great news as far as 

aspiring astronomers are concerned since year-on-year light pollution has 

been steadily getting worse as people install more and more “security lights” 

and the like, so any move to reverse this trend is much welcomed.  At least 

here in the village we can experience the wonderful spectacle of brilliant 

stars, planets and the bright splash of the Milky Way arched overhead on 

clear, moonless nights whilst saving on our Council Tax in the bargain.  As 

far as I’m concerned the prospect of even darker skies during the early hours 

is great news. 

Richard Miles 

        
 

Trooper news  
 

Tapas night on the 5 March @ £10.00 per head, only a few places left, 

booking essential. 

 

We will be showing all England rugby matches live on the big screen. 

 

St Patrick’s night, 17 March, traditional Irish music. 

 

Revamped Friday fish and chip menu which incudes a weekly fish special plus 

Jacqui’s homemade pies and pasties. 

 

Date for your diaries: Beer Festival 27 to 30 May, 3 nights of live music, 30 

beers, cider and perry.   

Cheers,  Zena and Kevin 

  



Recipe  
Lemon Drizzle Cake 

 

Topping 

2oz granulated sugar 

Juice of ½ lemon 
 

You will also need a 450g (1lb) loaf tin, greased and lined 
 

Preheat oven to 180 C/fan 160 C/gas mark 4 
 

Beat together the eggs, flour, caster sugar, butter, baking powder and lemon zest in large mixing 

bowl until smooth and turn into prepared tin. Bake in preheated oven for about 35 minutes or 

until golden brown, shrinking away from the sides of the tin and springy to the touch. While the 

cake is still warm make the topping. Mix together the sugar and lemon juice and pour over the 

warm cake. 

Chris Holdstock 

1½  large eggs  

3oz self raising flour 

3oz caster sugar 

¾ level teaspoon baking powder 

3oz margarine or softened butter 

Finely grated zest of ½ lemon 

Editor’s note.  We are often sent material by ’local’ organisations with a request that 
it be published in the magazine.  Frequently there is not space to do this, but when 
space allows we are prepared to do so, within the normal constraints of common 
sense and good taste; publication does not mean that the contents or any associated 
events are endorsed by the Caundler committee.  Two such articles follow, which we 
hope are of interest to some readers. 

VOLUNTEERING AND JOBS FAIR 

SATURDAY 26 MARCH 2011 

FROM 10.30 – 16.30 

VENUE – THE EXCHANGE, STURMINSTER NEWTON 

The Volunteer Centre, Dorset is liaising with SturQuest and the Sturminster Jobs Club 

to provide an all day event for the local people of Sturminster Newton and the 

surrounding area.  There will be an opportunity for organisations to find out about the 

latest changes in CRB checks as well as an all day clinic for all other volunteering 

concerns.   Anyone interested in volunteering? - this is your chance to find out more 

about your local organisations so come and join us for an informal day.  Calling all local 

jobseekers - in the afternoon jobseekers will be able to talk to employers, training and 

support agencies as well as brush up their CV and interview skills.  Free information 

sessions and workshops for all.  It is hoped that this will be a great networking day for 

everyone so put it in your diary. 

Want to know more then call Dianne Cooper, North Dorset Outreach Worker for the 

Volunteer Centre, Dorset on 07918639011 or e-mail 

d.cooper@volunteeringdorset.org.uk  

Drop into the SturQuest Community Office, or call 01258 471456 or email 

team@sturquest.org.uk 



Dear Editor 

I would be so grateful if you could include this in your parish magazine.  As a 

member of St Mary’s Church Sturminster Newton, I am passionate about 

achieving a sacred death for all.  However, I am also aware that others may 

have a different approach to spirituality and honour this.  Dr Peter Fenwick who 

is a consultant for aspects of the Trust’s work, speaks in such a way as to bring 

hope to everyone.   

 Here is the proposed article. 

 Yours most sincerely. 

 Judith Pidgeon 

Founding trustee of The Martinsey Isle Trust, Registered Charity Number 

1135600 
  

'Please don't be afraid of dying. I have seen a bright light ... it was so peaceful ... 
not a dream ... I am ready to go now. Lovely brightness, wonderful 

beings....'  Taken from 'The Art of Dying', by Peter and Elizabeth Fenwick 

  
For those of us who have a strong faith, our church can offer all that is needed when we 

ourselves are dying, are watching a precious loved one die, or have lost that person. 

For those who do not, sometimes it is difficult to know where to turn when deciding on the 

funeral; looking for someone to help sit with a dying loved one, or for someone to hear us 
when we are grieving. 

On March 9th, The Martinsey Isle Trust, a local Charity has created a Resource and Drop-in 

Centre, Safe Journey in the Museum building in Sturminster Newton.  It will be open each 
Wednesday and Saturday  between 1-4pm.   

To mark this there will be a talk by  Dr Peter Fenwick, the UK's leading clinical authority 

on near death experience entitled: 

 'Near-Death and End-of-Life Experiences' 
`Tuesday, 8th March 6.30 to 8pm, The Exchange, Sturminster Newton 

Tickets £ 3.00 from 01258 820904 

 There will also be time to find out more about the Centre and the work of the 
Trust.  
  

Any articles or correspondence published in this magazine do not necessarily 

reflect the views of the Committee or the Editor. Reproduction of any articles is 

prohibited without prior permission from the Editor. 


