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A Walk on the Wild Side 
PUT DOWN THOSE IPADS, IPHONES, ITUNES, ETC,  

NO TECHNOLOGY REQUIRED! 

Instead take a Walk on the Wild side (it was a great song!) 

This takes about an hour.  Distance roughly four miles. 

Head out of the Village towards Bishops Caundle and turn right up Holt Lane opposite Caundle Farm. 

Despite the aggressive verge cutting by NDDC, Cow Parsley, Bluebells, Pink Campion, Cowslip, Primrose, 

Jack by the Hedge, Lady’s Smock, Stitchwort and Buttercup are all visible.  Carry on past the track on the 

left and the barns on the left, turn left at the fork through Knoll Copse.  Here you see Violets, Wood 

Anemone, and Yellow Archangel.  Up gentle hill out of copse: Early Purple Orchids out on left verge and 

lot of Bugle, etc.  Second field on the right go through gate (stile further along does not exist) and head 

straight to bottom of field.  Cross brook and over stile into lovely meadow, sit on bench and think 

peaceful thoughts!  Carry on up track towards Woodrow Farm.  High banks full of wild flowers.  Turn right 

(newish post) just before farm and head to far right corner through gateway into next field, keep left 

(woody bit) and then through another gate.  Lovely views looking across to Bulbarrow, etc.  Head straight 

to next gate, I always glimpse across to Bilcombe Copse at wonderful bluebells.  Now in another field 

where there are fantastic grasses in high summer, but right now a beautiful crop of cowslips.  Straight 

across and through another gate.  Again straight across, to a stile this time.  By the way, the brook should 

be on your right.  Once over stile, hug hedge on your left to next stile, over this and head down to far 

right corner of field.  Go through gate on left, straight to your last gate and out onto track by barns and 

back into Stourton Caundle.  If you have got your timings right, call in for a pint at the Trooper; mine’s a 

cider with a packet of cheese & onion crisps please! 

If you are lucky you will see buzzards, deer, and hare, load of bunnies and sometimes a fox and many 

birds.  I did this walk on Friday 1
st

 May.  

Janie Harris 

Any articles or correspondence published in this magazine do not necessarily reflect the views of the 

Committee or the Editor. Reproduction of any articles is prohibited without the prior permission of the Editor. 

 

We try to ensure the accuracy of the content of  THE STOURTON CAUNDLER, but cannot guarantee that it 

will always be current, accurate or complete.  The inclusion of advertisements is not a recommendation of the 

goods or services of those advertising.  The Committee and the Editor cannot be held responsible for negative 

consequences arising as a result of doing business with advertisers and recommend that you confirm 

appropriate references and any professional qualifications of advertisers for yourself. 



Parsley, Sage, Rosemary & Thyme 
Most of us have some herbs in the garden which we use to enhance our cooking, but have you ever 

thought of their other uses and benefits?  The Romans first recoded the use of herbs around the time of 

their invasion in 50AD and they made great use of them for medicinal purposes.  

Thyme was thought to cure melancholy, soldiers who were sad because they were far from home would 

sleep on a bed of thyme. Stinging nettles were used to create a warming sensation on the skin by the 

cold troops. Blackberry leaves were chewed to alleviate diarrhoea and bleeding gums and gladiators ate 

parsley before a fight thinking it would promote their strength, cunning and agility. They also used garlic 

as an antibacterial, antiviral, anti-parasitic and anti fungal ,and, at the end of the day they had some 

winter savoury for its aphrodisiac purposes. 

Today we can use herbs to help with many common ailments. Did you know that Basil, Lemon balm, 

Parsley, Peppermint and Thyme are all good for flatulence?  Chamomile helps indigestion and  Coriander 

is a digestive aid, Parsley is good for bad breath and Rosemary will sweeten your breath.  That’s our gut 

health taken care of. 

For our minds and brains we can have St Johns Wort for mild depression, Rosemary will help 

concentration and the old wives tale that sage will improve your memory has been proven in recent 

trials. 

Everyday spices also have surprising qualities;  turmeric contains cucumin which acts as an anti-

inflammatory so may relieve joint pain. Ginger is used for nausea and to expel those uncomfortable 

gases in your tummy .  Cinnamon will help reduce your craving for sweet things by regulating  blood 

sugar and has been shown to lower LDL cholesterol. The cayenne in your curry will aid sluggish gut 

movements and improve circulation. 

Health fads may come and go but we can still use herbs and spices today to help us with the same 

problems encountered by the Romans.                      

Win Gillard 

Gardening Tips for June & July 
∗ Keep dead heading 

∗ Pinch out side shoots from tomatoes 

∗ Feed tomatoes when first truss of fruit has set 

∗ Pull up or cut down yellowing daffodils 

∗ Cut Lonicera hedges 

∗ Don’t cut Box hedges or topiary until Derby Day (early June). If the 

weather is hot spray the plants first with water to stop scorching 

∗ Feed hanging baskets once a week 

∗ Continue weeding and cutting grass but not too tight or moss will appear 

∗ Harvest broad beans regularly  

∗ Keep picking Sweet Peas 

∗ Sow bi-annuals, e g Sweet Williams    

Nikki Hale  



Rose Recipes From Past Times 
 

I wonder if you, like me,  have collected  an assortment of books and pamphlets over the years and thought ‘one 

day that might come in useful’?   On my shelf I have everything from an 18
th

 century book on gilding and japanning 

(yes, you’ve guessed it, not much used) to several pamphlets telling me how rose petals and rosehips were put to 

good use from the sixteenth century until the mid-twentieth century.   Since the Gardening Club is host Editor for 

this edition of the Caundler I thought you might be interested to read a couple, or even put them into practice ! 

 

Pot pourri seems to have been around for a very long time and I have many recipes, some dating from the 1500’s 

and several of them published by men.    In one or two cases the first line calls for ‘a pound in weight of red 

Damask roses devoid of white part’ and one imagines that acres of damask roses were needed to produce 1 lb and 

they must have been grown specifically for the purpose of making rosewater and pot-pourri.   Some of the recipes 

are very time consuming and include resins from exotic woods,  musk and other such ingredients which  are not 

readily available.    

The following is a simple pot-pourri recipe used by the American Museum at Bath: 

 

(DRY) POT-POURRI 

The rose petals need to be collected during a fine spell of weather, late enough in the day for the dew to have 

dried.  Dry them away from direct sunlight (an airing cupboard is fine), until they are quite brittle, rather like 

potato crisps.   The petals must be turned once or twice a day.  Store in airtight tins in a dry place till the pot-pourri 

is to be made.  At the same time, and in the same way, dry any other sweet-scented flowers or leaves as they 

become available, such as lavender, rosemary, bay,  lemon balm, thyme, carnation, rose geranium. Flowers should 

always be picked for drying before they are fully open.  When dry keep separately in plastic bags or boxes. 

 

When everything is ready mix it together in a large container, the proportion should be about 6 parts rose petals to 

1 part of everything else.  Next a fixative is added, a heaped tablespoon to a quart (i.e  a 2 pint/1.25 litre measure 

in a calibrated jug) of dried petals.  Good fixatives are powdered orris root (dried root of the iris), or gum benzoin 

(frankincense – an aromatic balsam wood resin – look for both on Amazon).  Mix well into the flower petals and 

add some ground spices such as cinnamon, allspice, cloves, nutmeg in about the same quantity as the fixative.  At 

this point add dried orange and lemon peel (dried in a very low oven on baking trays for several hours).  Finally a 

few drops of essential flower oils such as jonquil oil or oil of jasmine, may be stirred in.  Store in an airtight 

container until needed. 

 

Many years ago a friend gave me this recipe for rosehip syrup and though I haven’t tested it, she has made it in 

years past.  Children used to be given a tablespoon every day to guard against coughs and colds – rosehips contain 

very high amounts of Vitamin C.  

 

ROSEHIP SYRUP  

2 lbs/900 gms ripe rosehips                       

4 ½ pints/2.7 litres water 

1 lb/450 gms white sugar 

 

Mince the clear rosehips and drop immediately into a saucepan containing 3 pints/1.8 litres of boiling water.  Bring 

to the boil straight away, then remove the saucepan from the stove and leave 15 minutes.  Pour through a scalded 

jelly bag and allow to drip.  Return the pulp to the saucepan, add the remaining 1 ½ pints/900 mls of water, reboil 

and allow to stand without further heating for a further 10 minutes, then drain through the jelly bag as before. 

Combine the 2 extracts in a clean enamelled or stainless steel saucepan and simmer until it is reduced to 

approximately 1 ½ pints.  Add the sugar and reboil a further 5 minutes.  Store in screwcap glass bottles.  

                

Gay Liversidge 

 

 



Naturally Thinking 

Bird song is not my forte, but nightingales are different.  I can tell those, day or night, near or far, as I’m sure anyone else 

who has once heard them can, for once heard never forgotten.   Their song has a pure quality that rings out quite unlike any 

other.   

There are at least three of them, which presumably mean three pairs, back on Lydlinch Common, but not in the usual 

place.  They are alongside the main road going towards Stur, between the Kings Stag and the Lydlinch Church turnings and on 

both sides of the road.  Sometimes there is one that is in a thicket on the very edge of the verge, yet the male sings away, 

apparently completely unaware of the constant traffic that streams past.  We heard them at about 9.15 one fine evening and 

again at about 9.30 on another.   

They are one of the things I most look forward to in spring, as I do the seas of bluebells and wild garlic that grow 

everywhere round here. There can’t be many people that aren’t moved by the sight.  The road through the woods on the way to 

Milton Abbas is the place we usually make for.  

It’s been a wonderful spring for wild flowers - and so many varieties have spread.  When we first came to live here, I was 

disappointed not to find much stitchwort in the immediate area, but now here it is in profusion.  It’s interesting to see the 

difference in flowers from one county to another.  We spent a night in Devon recently and you could almost tell when we had 

left Dorset and crossed the county boundary as we left behind the nodding yellow heads of cowslips (which were one of the 

flowers that seemed to have done so brilliantly this year) and saw instead great splashes of palest pink milkmaids.  In the 

northern part of Devon where we used to live, there were no cowslips but milkmaids grew in profusion on the roadsides and 

moorland.   

Whilst on the subject of things that grow, Janie told me that something strange seems to have happened to oak apples 

this year.  She has already seen some huge ones around, whilst one of the young oaks along Holt Lane is so festooned with them 

that you can see them quite clearly from a little distance away.   We hot footed up there to see, and sure enough, it does make 

you think that the tiny wasp that makes them has had a field day.  Some were the size of golf balls whilst the smaller ones will, 

I’m sure, soon catch them up.  The galls shrink and harden once the larvae of the wasp leaves them, but because there are so 

many on this tree I do wonder whether it actually does any harm.    

Going back to birds, I do find watching them fascinating.  On a recent day of fairly hard rain, a pigeon perched on the top 

of the arbour and preened,  stretching out first one wing so that the rain could get beneath it, then turning round so that it 

could get to the other.  He was there for a good fifteen minutes,  obviously enjoying the novelty of a shower rather than a bath.         

.  A couple of neighbouring starlings seem to have made a bit of a hash of things in choosing their site.  These birds usually 

make an untidy nest in the hole of a tree or on a building or even on a ledge.  The neighbouring ones appear to have found a 

hole just above the guttering without taking into account the wayward nature of young with exploring minds, for one morning 

they must have got out of the nest and worked their way round to the back of the house, ending up behind the air bricks 

There they squawked and squeaked like any babies do when they’re hungry with their little beaks sticking out through the 

grating.  This presented quite a challenge to the parents who kept arriving with beaks full of food but couldn’t find any perch to 

distribute it.  They tried in vain to hang onto the wall but finally worked out some way of delivering the rations to their hungry 

offspring as they flew past.  Goodness knows how they’ll get out unless they are persuaded by their parents to get back into the 

original nest and told not stray again.                                                         

 Margaret Waddingham 

Weather report for March / April 
March     2015                 2014         21-year average 

Rainfall           26 mm / 1.02 in     47 mm / 1.85 in       60.0 mm / 2.36 in 

 

April    2015           2014         21-year average 

Rainfall           32 mm / 1.26 in     91 mm / 3.60 in       57.5 mm / 2.27 in 

 

Temperature (°C)          Maximum                      Minimum          Average 

        High            Low                 High          Low 

March 2015  14.0 (12
th

)      7.1 (15
th

)          8.7 (29
th

)      -1.3 (5
th

)                6.8 

March  2014  18.6 (30
th

)      8.1 (3
rd

)            8.9 (31
st

)       -1.6 (24
th

)              8.0 

April 2015   21.0 (15
th

)      9.5 (4
th

)          10.3 (25
th

)        0.1 (27
th

)            10.2 

April 2014   18.4 (13
th

)     12.4 (23
rd

)       11.2 (6
th

)         2.6 (19
th

)             10.7 

Temperatures were largely well behaved with a spell of warm, dry, sunny weather between 

April 6‒23. Overall, rainfall during the two months was about 50% of normal.   

        Richard Miles 



Chelsea in a day 
Phew! We ‘made it’ around eleven acres of plants, gardens and shopping in less than twelve hours; we saw all we wanted, and 

some more than once. 

This was our first visit to Chelsea and, as advised, we arrived early, joining the mass of keen gardeners on the way to the the 

Royal hospital... 

 

As a late-comer and very amateur gardener, I’ve always thought that horticulture was the most difficult of the arts. If one is a 

painter for instance, once you have mixed the colour and stuck it on the canvas, that’s it. All the relationships of colour, shape, 

texture, and form stay the same, and you can go back to re-do bits; adjust this shape here, or that bit of colour there, knowing 

that the surrounding areas in the artwork will not alter. That they stay the same means that these brushmarks are instrumental in 

achieving the right balance in the final outcome, whatever that may be. Not so with gardening! Just imagine as a painter, that the 

brushload of viridian green you are about to apply to a painting’s surface in May will grow three times the size, and explode in 

August into ultramarine blue!  

 

We entered the The Great Pavilion having decided to go here first as it seemed to be fairly quiet. There were more than 100 

exhibits, each needing to be looked at at, and there was a strong desire to buy one (or two or five) of many the plants shown. 

Fortunately, this was resisted! However local garden centres will be visited in the coming weeks to add colour, shape and texture 

to our garden. The many specialist nurseries were very good at handing out brochures and were also very kind in answering our 

somewhat amateur questions which must have betrayed our lack of knowledge! Roses, agapanthus, alliums and aquilegias were 

the main delight for me, while Alan enjoyed the chrysanths, lupins and gladiolus, plus the fantastic vegetables and the unusual 

ways in which they can be grown. It is an extraordinary sight to see both spring and summer blooms at their best all at the same 

time.  

 

Then we ventured to the show gardens. These were truly amazing and we had to keep reminding ourselves that millions of 

pounds had been spent to move 150 year old trees, bring in hundreds of tons of boulders from Chatsworth and designs a la 

Mondrian... 

 

Many of the gardens are very complicated technically and visually.There is a strong sense that what we see is just a frozen 

moment, almost too perfect to imagine, and that very soon time and nature will move on and chaos will ensue! 

 

Standing in front of Chris Beardshaw’s Healthy Cities Garden, is just such a moment, and one wonders when it is finally 

transposed to Poplar in East London, whether it will survive the realities of life and the feet of hundreds of children playing in the 

little fountains that bubble up from the criss-cross of limestone pavement. But it is a very dreamy place with wonderfully vibrant 

blue delphiniums, camassias and irises all neatly contained by low box hedging. Juxtaposed against the blue are ‘stabs’ of orange 

Geums, and this warm colour is picked up in the massive orange of the rusted steel surround to the design; a reminder of Poplar’s 

shipbuilding heritage. 

 

A very strong aspect to most design here is the ‘grid’. To a greater or lesser extent, this is the element upon which all designers 

appear to rely when planning their gardens. Those that apply it too rigorously with hard landscaping at the expense of the 

planting, perhaps risk slipping from Gold to Silver-gilt, or worse, merely a Silver award! But there are some gardens here in 

perfect balance. Marcus Barnett’s Daily Telegraph Garden has been built around the early 20C De Stijl principle of 
Mondrianesque rectangles and squares, and the clever thing has been to balance all the textures and colours and 
forms of brilliant planting with vertical and horizontal slabs of concrete, gravel and grey Italian stone, intersected with 
rectangles of smoothly flowing water. Added to the complexity of the visual sensations is the sound of gently falling 
water. Everything is locked together in a perfect geometry. “Vertical and horizontal; active and passive; spirit and 
matter” (Mondrian) 

 

I have wondered this afternoon whether the success of a design depends entirely on how convincing the ‘reality’ of each finished 

garden is. Is the magic merely due to the effective transformation from a  place of bare earth to permanent garden? These 

gardens rely on firstly, a strong three dimensional frame, and then an extraordinary attention to planting detail. The surrounding 

structure, be it man made or natural in the form of mature trees, is vital to this success. The Laurent Perrier/Chatsworth House 

garden on the Triangle is a stunning example of this. There are hundreds of tons of stone boulders stacked up into the sky, 

helping to create a sense of timelessness and permanence, and at the other end of the scale the planting with ragged robin, cow 

parsley, red and white campion and buttercup amongst others, convinces us by means of the everyday and the overlooked, that 

this place has been here forever. A little stream, trickles around the perimeter and you can surprise yourself by looking to see if 

any fish live here. How convincing is the permanence of this vision by Dan Pearson. I wonder how this place will feel this time 

next week! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Rachael de Thame and crew in the Homebase urban retreat garden 



It was awe inspiring to see such luxuriant flowering, perfect lawns and superb hard landscaping. Of course there were times when 

we disagreed with the judges, as did the British public, who voted the ‘Sentebale – Hope in Vulnerability’ garden ‘Best in Show’: 

the judges gave it a Silver Gilt. My favourites were those gardens with more relaxed and mixed planting. These included the M & 

G garden designed by Dorset girl, Jo Thompson, and the Healthy Cities Garden. The idea of re-building outside the show ground 

for philanthropic reasons seemed to be a continuing trend this year, and another very poignant garden, The Evaders Garden in 

The Artisan category, will be going to a school in Chorley where the children can engage with the extraordinary story of the gar-

den, and its amazing sculpture of an injured WW2 airman, using an app on their smart phones…how completely 21st century.  

 

Odd thoughts from the show: 

∗ People are just like slugs, but in reverse: they all disappear when the rain comes down, and then out they popped when 

the sun returns. 

∗ Everyone seems to love rusty metal; again and again it is used to contain or contrast with the greens of vegetation, or the 

primary brilliance of flower colour. 

∗ “In the end we will conserve only what we love, and we will love only what we understand, and we will understand only 

what we have been taught”  

 

Babba Dioum quote at Sculpture by the Lakes trade stand 

by Dorset’s Simon Gudgeon 

 

And we haven’t even engaged with the shopping experience…never mind, Malvern next year!  

           Christine & Alan Peters 

The Evaders Garden with its ghostly WW2 pilot 



Garden Club – A Busy Summer 
After a gap of more than twenty years, the Garden Club held a “mini Spring Show” at its April meeting.  

Members had been invited to bring along entries in a number of classes that covered various plants and 

produce.  There was a good turnout, with the village hall bright with daffodils and other bulbs.  Penny 

Plunkett and Nikki Hale had kindly agreed to act as judges, and the winning entries were admired by club 

members before prizes were awarded to the various winners.  The guest speaker, Neil Lovesey of Picket 

Lane Nursery, presented these, causing much amusement when the club chairman, Howard ffitch, won 

the first two prizes and then picked up a third later.  The full list of classes and winners are as follows:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following the mini show, the club settled down to the main business of the evening, a talk from Neil 

Lovesey on plant propagation.  Neil is a gifted and entertaining speaker, and kept the audience enthralled 

for nearly an hour.  His main theme was never to buy two (or even worse, three) of the same plant at a 

garden centre or nursery, but to take one, bring it home 

and immediately split it into many.  Whilst this might 

seem an odd message from a nurseryman, Neil’s 

explanation was that he would much rather you bought 

three different plants from him!  He showed that there 

was a technique to do this with almost every plant in the 

world, demonstrating various types of cutting (including 

root and basal cutting), splitting and layering.  As always, 

Neil had a selection of interesting and unusual plants to 

sell, and as usual he had to carry very few of these home 

with him.                                               

Broken Nails 

Overall points winner Howard Ffitch 

Class 1:- group of 5 small daffodils Howard Ffitch 

Class 2:- group of 5 tall daffodils Sarah Howes 

Class 3:- group of 5 ‘any other bulbs’ Hedley Walker 

Class 4:- group of 5 hellebore flowers Hedley Walker 

Class 5:- table centre of spring flowers Jane Colville 

Class 6:- container of bulbs and spring flowers Maureen Villiers 

Class 7:- pot of marmalade Christine Peters 

Class 8:- spring themed cake Howard Ffitch 

100 Club Results—April & May 

The April Draw held at the Trooper on 15
th

 April: 

First Prize:   £25.00 No.100 Charles Pennington 

Second Prize:  £20.00 No.7  Peter Knott 

Third Prize:   £15.00 No.82 Olivia Bastable 

The May Draw at the Trooper on 13
th

 May: 

First Prize:   £25.00 No.221 Melissa Peach 

Second Prize:  £20.00 No.3  Janie Harris 

Third Prize:   £15.00 No.45 Larry Skeats 

Many thanks to my collectors, Delia and Fleur who have helped me to complete the half-

yearly subscriptions, and to everyone who is contributing by their membership to our 

Village Hall funds. 

The next monthly Draw will be on Wednesday 17
th

 June at the Trooper at about 9 pm. 

Anna Oliver 



                         Defibrillator Awareness Update 
On Wednesday 10th June, Kate Fisher, the Assistant Community Responder Officer for 

Dorset from the South Western Ambulance Service NHS Foundation Trust, will be coming 

to the Trooper skittle alley at 6.45pm to update us on the village's defibrillator which is kept 

outside the Trooper. 

 The short session is intended for anyone in our community who is interested in this 

potentially life-saving community resource.'        

Neil (01963 363816) 

Village Hall Committee 

The Village Hall Committee met on 25 March and prioritised Hall improvements and agreed 

the Priorities thus: 

Priority 1 – The Kitchen – to be funded from funds currently available. 

Priority 2 - The Ladies Toilet 

Priority 3 - The Gents Toilet 

Priority 4 - A new Disabled Toilet 

The Welcome Club 
Report for April 2015 

Firstly apologies for the error in last months report regarding the dates of our trip to Poole and Compton 

Acres. The trip will take place in the month of June and not May as written. 

Our speaker this month was Chris Shaw who has been to the club on many occasions to give interesting 

talks and show us photographs of her foreign travels. 

This time she had been to India hoping to see tigers in the wild. Like many animals tigers are an 

endangered species and there are only 1700 left in India. Poaching is still a problem as they are killed for 

their skins and medicinal properties. Project Tiger has now been launched to help save them. Any farmer 

whose cattle have been killed by a tiger receives compensation and the tiger is removed to another forest. 

Chris travelled in an open jeep with seven other people including a guide. They covered many miles over 

extremely bumpy tracks through three National parks, only managing to get glimpses of tigers in the first 

two parks. Finally in Park Kanha a tiger came ambling down the track towards their jeep. It sidled up to 

them alongside the vehicle then glanced up at the occupants before disappearing into the forest. It was 

worth all the heat and hours of bumpy roads for Chris to get those wonderful photographs.   

Report for May 2015 

On Wednesday 20th May our speaker was Mervyn Sharp who came to tell us about his swimming of the 

English Channel. Born in Weymouth his childhood was often spent on the beach and in the water. At 

fourteen he joined a junior water polo club and was their goalkeeper, playing for the county. When he was 

sixteen he was invited to his friend Tom’s house to celebrate Tom’s channel swim. It was at this gathering 

that Mervyn said he got interested in the idea of swimming the channel himself and so was introduced to 

Tom’s trainer. 

In 1967 Mervyn started the long hours of training and completed his first cross channel swim from the 

coast of France to Dover in 18hrs 34mins. He completed the crossing four more times from 1968 to 1970. 

In 1971-1972 he turned professional and went to Canada to compete in swims of 25, 30, and 35 miles. He 

returned to England and swam the channel twice more making a total of seven times which was a world 

record and is mentioned in the Guiness Book of Records. 

When the channel tunnel was opened he was invited as a V.I.P. to go through it before the general public 

and so made another record as having swum, sailed, flown across and travelled under the channel by train. 

This was also recorded in the Guiness Book of Records. He is also entered in the Hall of Fame of world 

marathon swimmers at Fort Lauderdale Florida.  

Our Afternoon tea will be held on Sunday June 7th from 2 o’clock until 5 o’clock. 

Next meeting is on Wednesday June 17th.  



Stourton Caundle Golf Society  
April brought another fair weathered day, and with a turnout of 17, was well  

attended. The Folke team had the course in wonderful condition. 

Congratulations to Mark Paull, with 17 points, who was our winner for April, and more importantly 

holder of bragging rights for the next few weeks. 

Well done to Andrew Oliver, Mark Paull, Paul Wavish & Mark Goudge on the team prize, with a team to-

tal of 38 points. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May brought a beautiful, warm, sunny day, with the course in fantastic condition, and hardly a breath of 

wind. We added some spice to the now obligatory random groups, by firstly playing the back 9 holes, al-

tering the course into a trickier  

proposition, and with a nearest the pin competition (on the 10
th

), and a longest drive (on the 18
th

).  Well 

done to all our winners.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a group we are really enjoying our golf, and are always looking for more to join us – boys or girls.  So, if 

you are hesitating, come along, and don’t worry about the standard of your golf.  We’ll definitely find a 

place for you.  Hope to see you next month.        

                                                                                                           Dave Conduit  

Name Handicap Points Change New 

Team 1 -Terrys Terrors

Conduit David 13 16 -1 12

Liversidge Peter 32 9 32

Taylor Terry 26 16 -1 25

Woodman Peter 22 12 (Ret 22
Team 2 - Goudges Gals

Goudge Mark 23 13 23

Oliver Andrew 33 5 +2 35

Paull Mark 19 17 -2 17

Wavish Paul 11 12 11
Team 3 -Bonds Bombers

Goodfellow Simon 26 9 26

Paull Roger 7 11 7

Yandell Joe 34 10 34
Team 4 - Goodfellows

Bond Martin 14 17 -2 12

Harris Alban 28 11 28
Paull Louis 30 7 +1 31
Team 5 - Jims Jerks

Kwiatkowski Jan 28 6 28

Read Shaun 41 13 41

Stewart Jim 18 11 18

For all Stourton Caundler contributors: 

There have been lots of lovely articles, adverts etc for this edition of The Stourton Caundler. 

Can I please kindly remind all contributors, that all articles etc need to be in ‘word’ format where possible.   

I fully appreciate that there are some very creative people in our village, but this does extend the time 

which I have to spend on producing the magazine.  Please keep articles as simple as possible and add a 

footnote or email me if you feel you would like something added (picture, border and suchlike).  

Please keep sending those articles to the mail box and can I personally thank all contributors past, present 

and future for making our magazine such a success. 

Best Wishes, Lin Tripp - Production 



Open Gardens 
Sunday 5th July 2015 
2.00pm until 5.00pm 

Manor Farm 
&  

Grange Cottage  
Stourton Caundle DT10 2JW 
In aid of Weldmar Hospicecare Trust 

Entry £8, Children Free 
Teas at Manor Farm     

Fundraising Office:  
Joseph Weld Hospice, Herringston Road, Dorchester ,Dorset DT1 2SL 

Tel: 01305 261800    www.weld-hospice.org.uk   Registered Charity No. 1000414 

News of Dunkirk  
That day, my mother,  

hanging washing in the garden,                                   

stopped to talk to next-door- 

neighbour, Mrs Burden.  

‘It is a miracle,’ I heard them sigh,  

then happily they laughed,  

and I, so young, laughed too -  

though knew not why.  

 

 

 

That day, I went with mother 

to a neighbour, Mrs Moore,  

who fell upon her at her open door.  

‘I have his photo always by my bed,  

but it’s no comfort now,’ 

is what I think she said.  

And on my mother’s shoulder,  

she sobbed and cried,  

and I, so young, sobbed too -  

though knew not why.  

Margaret Waddingham 

 

Wessex Morris Men Visit Stourton Caundle 
A somewhat quieter evening during the Beer and Cider Festival at The Trooper saw the 

Wessex Morris Men arrive for their annual Bank Holiday Monday display. 

It had been such a hectic and enjoyable weekend with the various acts called in to entertain 

the customers that it was highly surprising that any of the locals had enough energy left to 

join in with the shared dances that were explained as being in the ‘Cotswold Tradition’. 

But there they were - waving their hankies and dancing merrily as we had never seen them 

before (Huh hum Mr Tripp). 

It was a wonderful, colourful show which afterwards spilled into The Trooper to join in with 

the local Folk Night.                                   

 Lin Tripp 



Ladies’ Club 
 

The Foods From Around the World meeting in April was great fun with a turnout of well over 20 ladies 

each bearing plates and pots of gorgeous food from around the world. 

These nights are always a success with lots of chatting, eating, laughter and quite possibly a little 

indigestion by the end of the evening – or was that just me? 

Many thanks to you all for making such an effort, especially those who drew some of the more obscure 

countries with less well-known cuisines! 

On May 5
th

 the Club had a change of venue and met at Dike and Sons café for a Wine Tasting evening 

hosted by Sante Wines of Wells.  We gathered eagerly in the café and spent two hours tasting 8 

wonderful and very different wines. 

Measures were generous and a very jolly group of ladies left Dikes that evening! 

A huge vote of thanks to Dikes and Sons for putting on this fun and informative evening.  

 

Upcoming Events 

June 2
nd

 Tues. Village Treasure Hunt organised by Alban Harris and Mark Paull. 

Meet at The Trooper at 7.00pm.  Treasure hunt around the village with a surprise final destination! 

July 4
th

 Sat. Mama’s Kitchen Sturminster Newton 7.00 pm 

Meze meal with entertainment to follow.  Meal funded from annual subscription.  Please being a 

bottle.        

Steph Bond 

The Inn Crowd 
Friday 22

nd
 May and here we are again our 9

th
 Beer & Cider festival!! I thought we weren’t going to do 

this again. Oh, well, only 24 real ales and 12 farmhouse ciders to get through in 4 days. We needn’t have 

worried though. Some beers were only on the pump for an hour such was their popularity.  

Saturday was a steady day with real ale boffins sampling the ale and savouring the flavours of the beers 

not easily accessible in the area. Some waited all day just for one beer to come on; now that’s dedication 

for you! ‘Nevertheless’ entertained the crowd on Saturday night with old party favourites and more 

modern tunes. Saturday saw off half our beers and some people Topsailed into the night. 

We eased ourselves into Sunday with the Dave Bowen Jazz Band followed by Quantum of Swing a new 

local band. But Sunday evening exceeded all our expectations. The Leggomen were fantastic and the 

people just kept coming. We ran out of glasses, even with the help of volunteer pot men, but we 

managed to keep the beer & cider flowing.  

By Monday some people had felt the Full Bore of the weekend and were dancing in the street! By the 

end of the day it had all gone Sandford Orchards Pear Shaped. 

All in all, we had a successful weekend. Every year after the event we sit back & question if we will do it 

again. The beer festival is a big financial commitment and every year we breathe a sigh of relief when we 

break even and are delighted when we are able to secure the pubs future for another couple of months. 

However this event and the campsite are not going to secure your pub’s future forever -  but do make a 

contribution to it. So we would like to thank everybody 

who supported us over the weekend and at other times 

throughout the year. 

Cheers  

Kevin & Zena   



The Village Concert, 2015 
It doesn’t seem long since the last time we did this, does it? But already it’s time to start thinking about the 

next Stourton Caundle Village Concert, which will take place on Saturday 17th October.  Those of you who 

have attended or performed at one of these events will know how enjoyable a night it is – a blend of amazing 

talent, often high (and sometimes low) comedy, and  mind-boggling variety. Very few communities can boast 

the sort of talent we have in our community, and I promise you’ll look on some of your fellow villagers in a 

new light afterwards! 

Once every two years, a very large proportion of the village population - about a third of us - deserts the 

alternative evening activities on offer and we all go and spend an evening  entertaining  each other in the 

Village Hall. The only proviso is that the performers must live, or at least have a house, in the village. Most 

years we have between a dozen and 15 different acts, but we’re always looking for new talent. 

So, if you’d like to be a part of this or if you’d like to know more, please give me a call – 01963 362890. If 

you’re already thinking up something to do (and I know a few people are) then let me know and that’ll help 

with the planning, and if you want to come along as part of the audience, keep an eye on the Diary in the 

Caundler and the village notice boards, and come early on the night!                 

John Waltham 

The Bluebell Walk 
150 friends, family, neighbours, young and old, as well as an enthusiastic array of four-legged 

friends gathered at Woodrow Farm on Sat April 18
th

 to set off on a glorious, cloudless spring day to 

walk in memory of former Bishop’s Caundle resident, James Fiennes, who was tragically killed in 

April last year. 

James was a true countryman who was at his happiest working alongside his son, Hector, both with 

their sleeves rolled up, toiling away in James’ beloved vegetable garden.  A spring walk seemed a 

fitting way to remember such a kind, gentle and loving family man.  Mother Nature certainly put on 

a magical display of spring flowers that day. 

Thick carpets of bluebells in Bilcombe Copse, celandine, wild orchids, wood sorrel, stitchwort, 

cowslips and wood anemones were amongst the early spring flowers seen in the hedgerows and 

along the river banks. 

Walkers followed maps along footpaths through Woodrow and Manor Farm, signposted most of the 

way, returning via James’ bench and oak tree planted in his memory in a patch of wild flowers in a 

field at Woodrow.  The walk was completed by a scrumptious tea served by efficient Stourton 

Caundle ladies. 

It was a memorable day, raising an incredible £3500 for the James Fiennes Appeal.  Caroline, his 

widow, has asked that we hold the walk annually, with next year’s  proceeds to be donated to 

Dorset Air Ambulance, who, incidentally,  rescued one of the walkers who was, unknowingly, 

suffering from a heart condition.  Air Ambulance saved his life, and after a successful operation he 

has now returned to work.                 

 Lizzie Fenwick 

Once again the generosity of the Stourton Caundlers  has 

excelled,  and raised £165.20 

Thank you to everyone who contribued.               

 Jane Onslow 



Stalbridge History Group 
The Stalbridge History Group is celebrating the first anniversary of its successful publication of the 

“Stalbridge History Trail” colour booklet by holding an informal Open Evening at The Hub, Station Road, 

Stalbridge on Tuesday 2
nd

 June, at 7pm. Everyone is welcome and admission is free. Free car park outside 

The Hub. There will be history presentations on key research projects, including The Stalbridge Arms and 

How You Too can Research Your Building by local history enthusiast, Jacqui Wragg. Amongst others, 

topics will include The Oral Recording Project, Photo Archive Project and recruitment for the Research 

and Archive Groups in Stalbridge. The free History Trail booklet takes you on a fascinating walk around 

Stalbridge highlighting the stages of occupation from Roman, Saxon, Medieval, Georgian, Victorian, up to 

modern times. For the smallest town in Dorset, Stalbridge is rich in history and importance and attracted 

famous names over the centuries including scientist Robert Boyle, artist Sir James Thornhill, Sir Charles 

Lambe Admiral of the Fleet and most recently “Hitchhiker’s Guide” author Douglas Adams whose opening 

scenes to that story were witnessed by him as a teenager in Stalbridge! More details are in the booklet, 

with its bright green distinctive front cover, which is widely distributed around museums and Tourist 

Information Centres in Dorset. Since its publication many groups have been inspired to visit the town and 

more are booked ahead in the Summer. The History Group was also invited to join the North Dorset 

Museums Group as a result of the Trail and one town museum was so inspired by the publication that 

they are working now on their own version. 

For further information / to be included on the mailing list / to join one of our Groups, please do not 

hesitate to contact:                 

Jane Daggett  01963 363049  

 janedaggett@btinternet.com 

Parish Council 
Hedley Walker chaired the Annual Parish Meeting on 20

th
 May. 

Tony Nye, Area youth Worker from Sturminster Newton introduced the new Stur Credits scheme which 

aims to encourage young people to do community tasks such as clearing footpaths or treating 

noticeboards and seats. The credits are based on how much work is done, co-operation and team work 

and are used as an incentive and rewards are activities chosen by the young people.  The scheme is self-

sufficient with tools, food etc., but community visits are very welcome.  Suggestions put forward are to 

treat the noticeboards and benches in the village or to clear a very overgrown bridle path near Ramillies 

Farm.  

Representatives from thirteen village organisations then gave a report on the year’s activities. Details 

will be placed on the website. 

The Parish Council AGM followed; Hedley Walker was re-elected as Chairman, Clive Jones as Vice-

Chairman, committee members are Paul Lane, Roger Paull, Oliver Simon and Deanne Tremlett, leaving 

one vacancy. 

District Councillors Bill-Batty Smith and Graham Carr-Jones were congratulated on their re-election. 

A request from the Village Hall Committee for a donation towards the refurbishments was discussed 

and it was agreed to match the Garden Club’s donation of £750. 

Repairs are required to the fingerpost at the top of Brimble Cottages – are there any DIY experts who 

would like to tackle this?   

Next meeting Monday 1
st

 June at 8p.m. in the Village Hall 



KATHAKALI 
The classical dance drama of Kerala, South India.  

UK Tour May – July 2015. 
Stourton Caundle Village Hall 
Saturday July 11th at 6.30pm 

Presented by 
The Kala Chethena Kathakali Company 

 
A scene from the Hindu epic story Daksha Yaga 

Kathakali is the classical dance drama of Kerala, originated in the Hindu temples 500 hundred years ago 

to bring the Hindu epic stories to the local people through storytelling.  

Kathakali plays are far more than a story – they are an example of family values and social justice. 

The Kala Chethena Kathakali Company was founded in 1987 by Kathakali actor, Kalamandalam 

Vijayakumar and Kathakali make up specialist, Kalamandalam Barbara Vijayakumar. The company has 

presented more than 1,547 performances and 3,500 workshops and 25 exhibitions introducing the art 

of Kathakali to thousands of people.   

After the success of their 2013 UK Tour the Kala Chethena Kathakali Company are planning a tour of 

England between May and July 2015 to present breath-taking performances supported by workshops 

led by top international artists.   

In addition to the performances and workshops people are welcome to see the make-up, view the 

costumes and meet the artists informally. 

suitable for all ages, students, families and the general community - the Company will provide a warm 

welcome to all.  

The Kala Chethena Kathakali Company are bringing their tour to some major venues including the 

Womad Festival, Londons South Bank Centre, Bristol’s St Georges Hall and our own village hall on July 

11
th

 at 6.30. Tickets are available from our web site www.theflyingmouse.co.uk. There will also be a 

raffle nearer to the date so please support us. All funds raised will be going towards funding the 

performance and workshops for the children of Bishops Caundle School, any further profits will be 

going to the village hall. If you need any more information please email me via the link on the web site 

or call me on 363318.         

Derek Corlett 



Community Watch 

Keith Murphy has sent us a lot of Neighbourhood Watch reports for this issue.  Thank you, Keith, for 

keeping us up to date with local issues. 

North Dorset officers are looking for the ‘original’ owner of an orange mountain bike – an MR XC – a 

very expensive make.  Any information to Dorset Police on 101 quoting incident 22:0034 

On 22
nd

 April suspicious men were spotted selling tools and chainsaws, generators and power washers 

from the back of a van in the Blandford  area.  They have since been sighted in Gillingham and other 

villages. The men were approaching local residents and also people in car parks. If you have any 

sightings or information please contact Dorset Police on 101, crime number 121:0344 

A car was broken into and a handbag stolen in an area off the Okeford Hill bridleway last Bank Holiday 

Monday.  The police would like to remind people to remove all valuables from their vehicles if they are 

away for any length of time. 

Fraudsters are using popular online auction sites to obtain goods without paying. The seller may receive 

what looks like a genuine PayPal e mail confirming that their money has been paid into their account.  

Before despatching items the police advise that you check that the money has actually been paid into 

your PayPal account and cleared into your bank account. 

Dorset Police encourage locals to raise any issues regarding policing, crime or community safety via its 

new website.  dorset.police.uk 

SturQuest wishes to clear up any misunderstanding that may have 

arisen from the article in the last edition of this magazine about 

Sturminster Advice.  This service is not connected to Dorset Citizen's 

Advice Bureau and is independently run.  Please also note that SturQuest has currently suspended 

the Sturminster Advice sessions which were run from our office. We are sorry if this 

misunderstanding has caused anyone inconvenience and we hope that those who need advice will 

continue to contact CAB so that they can arrange appointments at their service run from the 

Sturminster Medical Centre. 

As part of the Call Push Rescue British Heart Foundation campaign, ‘SturQuest’ have been accepted as 

a Community organisation to help train the emergency action that can be given to people that have 

collapsed and have stopped breathing. 

The course of about one hour, mainly practical training is available for groups of around 10 or 

individuals, using a very informative DVD. Therefore the necessary space does not need to be 

excessive. Therefore the only equipment is a TV or computer with DVD capabilities. 

The equipment has been designed by the British Heart Foundation who have sponsored the starter 

packs 

If you would like a course please contact:- 

Contact John Lewis   

Email   johnalewis45@btinternet.com     

Phone 01258-817241 


