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With thanks to this edition’s Editors 

The Garden Club 
Please present all contributions for the next  issue to the editor by 12 noon 

on  Friday 21st July 
by e-mail if possible.  E-mail address: thestourtoncaundler@gmail.com 

Please use only “Word” documents when sending contributions.  

THE FIRST YEAR,  STOURTON CAUNDLE GARDEN CLUB  
When I took over as Chairman of the Garden Club I inherited the usual admin paraphernalia, 
Howard also handed me a small, battered leather suitcase. Inside were 3 volumes of 
Garden Club minutes dating from the formation of the club on 9

th
 May 1974. I thought they 

would be interesting to read and find out what has changed over the years. 
 
The first meeting was held at Gwyers and a committee was formed of F.Barnes, S.Burch, 
Mrs Bond, Miss Spickernell and the Misses H. and R. Julius. It was agreed to hold a flower 
show in September , open to all in the village and to have monthly meetings during the 
winter. Subscription would be 50pence per year. Start-up funds were to be sought from 
Stalbridge and District Garden Produce Association and prize labels sourced from the 
R.H.S. 
The schedule was drawn up with 38 classes and the Hon Secretary would arrange judges 
as best she could. The first programme would cover Pruning, Vegetables, Roses, a quiz, 
Amateur Greenhouse and a question and answer evening. 
 
The first meeting was held on 5

th
 July 1974 and 30 people attended. The speaker was Mr R. 

Jones of the Dorset College of Agriculture; he spoke of the chemicals needed for plant 
growth and demonstrated how to take soft wood cuttings. 14 new members were enrolled, a 
draw and plant stall raised £3.52p for funds. 
 
At the July committee meeting the first Chairman, Major Willand, was elected and the final 
arrangements for the show made. The judges had been booked and extra tables hired from 
Holwell at 7 ½ p each. Side shows would include tombola, a plant stall, Corinthian bagatelle, 
guess the weight of the cake, and teas. Vernon Guy would be auctioneer and charges for 
entries would be 5p for adults and 3p for children. Two cups had been donated, the Bond 
cup for the lady with the highest prize money and the Julius cup for the gentleman with the 
highest prize money, the Hamilton cup would not be available in time. 
 
The committee meeting after the show discussed the day’s success, 200 entries, the entry 
money covered the prize money, £88 profit was made and £ 20 would be donated to the 
village hall. It was suggested that the Judges  be provided with light ale or sherry before they 
go home. They should avoid the same date as the Dorchester show and a bank account 
should be opened. For the January meeting something more exotic should be served with 
something stronger than Coffee! 
 
What has changed? Well we are still organising the show and trying to find judges, still 
working out what to serve at the supper, still going for something stronger than coffee at 
some meetings. So apart from the prices, not a lot.        

       Win Gillard 



Open Gardens at 
Manor Farm & Grange Cottage 

Stourton Caundle 

 

Saturday 10th June 

2pm—5pm  

&  

Sunday 11th June 

2pm—5pm 

 

Teas at Manor Farm 

Entry £7.00 per person 

In aid of the  

Weldmar Hospice, Dorchester 

Music in St Peter’s 2017 

Dates for your diary 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 24 June  
Impressions of Spring and Summer 
Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra trio playing harp, 
flute and viola. 
 
Saturday 23 September 
The Halcyon Quartet. A string quartet from the Royal 
Academy of Music. 

 
Both concerts £15 inc a glass of wine,  

doors open 7.00 for 7.30 start.  
Tickets from  

Terry Taylor, Tim Villiers or Gerry Holdstock 



A World in a Garden 
Green Regeneration 
Being a compulsive garden visitor both at home and on holiday I had never expected to see a 
World in One Garden but then I had never been to Hamilton Gardens in New Zealand before. 
 
About 40 years ago the town Hamilton in North Island decided to make something of a 250 acre 
site next to the river that was then being used as a rubbish dump and quarry. They began by 
making a very nice but quite ordinary park with lake, glass houses, rhododendron dell and rose 
gardens all landscaped on a sloping site down to the river. Twenty years later a new 
development started to take place next to the river, a series of interconnected gardens 
showcasing international styles of gardening.  
 
The first garden you come to is Japanese with water, shaped trees, pavillion and raked gravel. 
One marvels over the attention to detail and the planting and one begins to wonder is one still in 
New Zealand?  
 
However the miracle continues, through a gateway you are back in Southern England, it is 
uncanny, the English Garden could be parts of Tintinhull crossed with Sissinghurst complete with 
a white garden, the materials used in the creation just feel so right. And so onto the next which is 
the Chinese Scholar's garden with pagoda, bamboo walks, bridges, dragons and lookouts over 
the river.  
 
After the Chinese comes the Californian modernist garden surrounding a swimming pool with 
sinuous sculptures and artwork picture of Marilyn Monroe encapsulating the 'West Coast 
Dream'. Everywhere the planting is so authentic and tended to perfection, apparently one 
gardener per garden.  
 
Through another gateway comes the Indian Garden complete with white walls and inlaid Mughal 
pavillion, rills, fountains and exotic planting, am I now in Delhi?.  
 
This disorientaion continues into the next garden which is the Italian Renaissance garden with 
box edged pools, pergolas and fountains all formally set out with big lemon trees in terracotta 
pots.  
 
In that garden we had lunch sitting at a marble table under a vine covered pergola with the 
cypress trees around and fountains tinkling away suppressing the heat of the day, such joy. 
 
After lunch we ventured into the Tropical Garden, then The Maori garden, followed by the Tudor 
Garden complete with a copy of one of the corner garden pavillions from Montacute. The journey 
contines onward through The Chinoiserie Garden which is taken from the european idea of what 
a Chinese garden should be, complete with a copy of a pavillion from Stowe.  
 
 
Finally come the walled kitchen garden, and the herb garden. That is all there is to see!!! I was 
exhausted as each garden often comprises more than one enclosure, but what a visit. 
 
The world tour is still expanding however, a Surrealist Garden, a Medieval Garden, a Katherine 
Mansfield Garden and a Baroque garden are in the process of being built and planted. Also I 
have not mentioned the in- between spaces that link the gardens the Egyptian forecourt with 
Granite Gods standing guard or, the Time Court dedicated to Alice In Wonderland and others 
which all add the journey.  
 
I was quite bowled over don't miss it if you are ever in New Zealand. 
By the way just to add to the amazement of this adventure it is FREE, there is no entry charge.  

      Howard Ffitch 



Elderflowers 
 
I love the delicate elderflowers that explode in hedgerows and country lanes in June - and if 
you're lucky a few days either side in May and July. For me, their rich sweet scent is synonymous 
with early summer. It's said that summer starts when elder trees burst into flower and ends in late 
August when the berries are ripe. 
 

Elderflower comes from the potentially toxic Elder plant (Sambucus), which is a genus of 
flowering plants in the family Adoxaceae. It is often overlooked for its medicinal benefits and is 
most frequently used for its flavouring properties and in making various foods and beverages. 
 

Elderflower has been used in traditional medicine all over the world in many different cultures due 
to its antiseptic and anti-inflammatory properties. The most common uses are for colds and flu, 
sinus infections, and other respiratory disturbances. As a supplement, elderflower also has 
diuretic and laxative properties and is helpful in relieving occasional constipation. Elderflower has 
antibacterial and antiviral properties and may also help alleviate some allergies and boost the 
functioning of the immune system. 
 

Elderflower can be dried for later use or may be soaked or cooked down into a drink. While 
elderflower is typically found to be safe for consumption, the leaves, twigs, and roots are toxic and 
can lead to the build up of poisonous cyanide in the body. Note: All but the black elderberries are 
toxic when eaten raw, so should be cooked prior to use. However, even the black variety should 
be cooked prior to use due to the risk of nausea and other gastrointestinal complaints. 
 

I add a couple of elderflower sprigs when cooking fruit for tarts and desserts, removing them at 
the end; the lacy blossoms have an unmistakable heady Muscat grape fragrance which has a 
particular affinity with tart fruits such as rhubarb and gooseberries. They're also delicious dipped 
into a light batter and fried until crisp. I stir a few flowers into cake and muffin batters to give them 
a light, sweet scent. 
Mrs Beeton advised the beneficial properties of elderflower wine, a liqueur (excellent drizzled over 
fruit salads) is made from them, and of course they also make a wonderfully refreshing non-
alcoholic elderflower cordial - a perfect summer drink. 
 
Elderflower cordial is easy to make with freshly gathered elderflowers, which are infused with 
lemons, sugar, water. 
The best time to pick elderflowers is on a dry, warm day when the blooms are newly open, well 
away from traffic fumes. Give them a gentle shake to dislodge any insects and rinse briefly in cold 
water before using. 
 
Elderflower Cordial 
  30 elderflower heads 
  1.7litres/3 pints boiling water 
  900g/2lb caster sugar 
  50g/2oz citric acid (available from chemists) 
  2 unwaxed oranges, sliced 
  3 unwaxed lemons, sliced 
Method 
 1 Gently rinse the elderflowers to remove any dirt or little creatures.  
 2 Pour the boiling water over the sugar in a very large mixing bowl. Stir well and leave to 

cool.  
 3 Add the citric acid, the orange and lemon slices, and then the flowers.  
 4 Leave in a cool place for 24 hours, covered and stirring occasionally.  
 5 Strain through some muslin and transfer to sterilised bottles. These can be plastic (which 

need a thorough washing and rinsing). The benefit of using plastic is that you can freeze 
the cordial. I make enough which last all year (used on special occasions or for cooking 
fruit from the freezer). 

  Christine Peters 



Summer Show and Tea Party 2017 
 

Our Summer Show this year will be held on  

Saturday 2
nd

 September. 
There is a lot of talent in this village and we would love to see more of your 

craft work on show this year.  
 

The categories are as follows, 

Piece of Needlework 
Any knitted article 

Handmade Greeting Card 
Painting, Drawing or Picture, any medium. 

Any other craftwork. 
Photos, no bigger than 7”x 5” 

‘Over the Fence’ 
Close up of a flower. 

A Church. 
I hope you will agree that this covers most things you may have made or 

photographed in the last 12 months, look out for more show information later 
in the summer. 

Win Gillard 

VILLAGE HALL 100 CLUB DRAW RESULTS 
 

The April Draw was made at the Trooper on 19
th 

April 2017:   

First Prize:  £25.00 No.171 Jo Wiliams 

Second Prize:  £20.00 No.166 Ray Steele 

Third Prize:  £15.00 No.56 Gordon Stobie 

 

The May Draw was made at the Trooper on 17
th
 May: 

First Prize:  £25.00 No.24 Philippa Stocker 

Second Prize:  £20.00 No.9  Amanda Simon 

Third Prize:  £15.00 No.31 Henry Paull 
 

The next two Draws will be on 14
th
 June and 12

th
 July at the Trooper at 9pm. 

      

Anna Oliver 

                                                                              



As We Walked Out One May Morning …….. 
On Wednesday 3

rd
 at about 7am, my special one and I heard a Nightingale 

singing on Lydlinch Common. It was a glorious morning, although the breeze 
was still chill. The leaves, now adorning tree and bush, glowed myriad shades 
of new-born green, in the bright Spring sun. The Nightingale was not the only 
arrival from Africa making his presence felt, as our ears were also entranced by 
the songs of Whitethroat, Lesser Whitethroat, Blackcap and Garden Warbler 
and the constant calls of the aptly named Chiffchaffs, not to mention our native 
songsters – almost enough to drown out the early morning traffic on the roads 
that bisect this little piece of heaven, in both directions.  
That such tiny creatures make these huge journeys each Spring and Autumn 
never ceases to amaze me, though for many a migrant the task seemingly 
becomes harder with each passing year, as a result of environmental changes 
both here, along their way, and in their winter quarters – climate change, 
changes in farming practices, and the remorseless hunting/shooting culture in 
some lands through which they pass, all take their toll. When was the last time 
you heard a Cuckoo in Stourton Caundle, or in much of this County where 
once they were so common? 
Fortunately many do make it back – Cuckoos included (we have just spent a 
few days in Wales where their song was evident in many places) – and each 
year we wait anxiously for the arrival of ‘our’ Swallows , House Martins and 
Swifts and all the other  avian travellers who spend their summers, and raise 
their families, in and around Stourton Caundle.  

       ‘Bird Brain’ 

Pineapple and Chilli chutney  
(Note the taste of Chilli is personal so the amount given can be adjusted 

according to taste)  
 

I large pineapple peeled and chopped  
2 largish onions finely chopped 

2-3 garlic cloves crushed  
I -2 tablespoon finely chopped coriander  
Approx 1 teaspoon  of fresh grated ginger 

I teaspoon of Salt 
I dessertspoon of curry powder 

250 grams of brown sugar 
175 ml of vinegar 

2 red chilli finely chopped with the seeds  
                      (green chilli can be used see note above  

 I tablespoon of oil. 
Heat the oil and gently fry the onions  ,garlic,  ginger, chilli, coriander and curry 
powder until softened ( about 5 minutes) Add the pineapple, salt , vinegar and 
sugar and simmer until thick( about an hour) .  Pour into sterilised jars.   

     Sally-Anne Barrett 



Welcome Club 
 
At our April meeting The RNLI sent a representative along to talk to members about the history 
and work carried out by the RNLI. There are 237 lifeboat stations around the coasts of Great 
Britain, Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands. Tower Life Boat Station on the 
Thames is the busiest. The RNLI headquarters are in Poole, Dorset which has one of the 
largest natural harbours in the world.  
RNLI lifeguards operate on more than 200 beaches. They are paid by local authorities, while 
the RNLI provide equipment and training. The institute also operates flood rescue teams who 
operate at home and abroad. Funding for the RNLI is mostly from legacies and voluntary 
donations. The rest comes from merchandising and open days. 
The life boat station in Poole was first established in 1865. The present station was built in 
1988. It has two life boats, an inshore boat able to operate close to the shore and a D class 
boat to cover the 14 sq miles of harbour and surrounding bay. 
The latest lifeboat to be built at Poole is the Shannon, an all weather lifeboat, which is 
propelled by water jets instead of propellers and will be much more manoeuvrable and agile 
than previous boats. The first was launched in April 2016 and Poole RNLI plan to build 50 
more at their all weather life boat station.  
 
On May 11th the club had its first outing of the year. We left Stourton Caundle for Tyntesfield 
House in Somerset with the chance of heavy showers threatened for the afternoon. We arrived 
around lunch time with the weather still warm and sunny. Members were then able to have 
coffee or lunch in the restaurants. The estate originally belonged to the Gibbs family who 
made their fortune shipping guano from South America to Britain. In 2002 the house was 
saved by the National Trust through generous public donations. Members enjoyed a tour 
around the house and the beautiful grounds. A little rain eventually came but it soon dried up 
and didn’t spoil a good day out.  
 
17/5/2017 
“Variety has been the spice of my life” by Mike Bearcroft was the talk for our May meeting. 
Mike had grown up in Sheffield and failing as a footballer he went on to have a career in sales 
and marketing management. He became a regional director of the Red Cross then went into 
acting getting small parts in various shows. After suffering a heart attack and having a triple 
bypass he changed his lifestyle and wrote his first novel, a thriller entitled Dangerous Score 
which deals with football action on the pitch, behind the scenes plotting and battles with a 
criminal gang. 
 
Forthcoming Events 
21/ 6/2017 - A talk entitled “The pun is mightier than the sword”. 
 
23/6//2017 - Canal Trip. 
 
19/7/2017 - A talk entitled “Trekking in Nepal”. 

                    Helen Bennett 

Homewatch! 
A white FORD Transit  Registration  ****FKZ is in the NORTH DORSET AREA 
selling generators,  POLICE advise NOT to buy goods in this manner. These goods 
are likely to be substandard.  
 
In the early hours of  23rd May a garage was broken into at a farm on the outskirts 
of Stalbridge. A  red HONDA quad bike, STIHL garden tools and BOSCH power 
tools were stolen.  



Garden Club  

At the April meeting of the Garden Club, Stephen Griffith, Curator and Horticultural 
Manager of the Abbotsbury subtropical gardens, presented a fascinating slide show on the 
history of the gardens and the family that developed them.  His knowledge of, and 
enthusiasm for, the enormous range of exotic, exciting and sometimes slightly odd plants in 
his collection was infectious, and the Club members were thoroughly entertained.  As a 
result of talk, many will either be renewing their acquaintance with the gardens or visiting 
for the first time. 
 
Before the talk the Club held its, now regular, Spring show.  Despite the unseasonably 
warm start to the year which meant that most people’s narcissi and hellebores were ‘over’, 
there were still enough exhibits to provide a good show.  Former Club chairman, Nikki Hale, 
had kindly agreed to judge the exhibits, and declared herself impressed with the efforts so 
many had made.  The winners of the various classes were as follow: 
1. Narcissi or daffodils under 8”    Howard ffitch 
2. Narcissi or daffodils over 8”     Win Gillard 
3. Any other bulbs, potted or cut    Colleen Minoprio 
4. Hellebore flowers       Marjo Walker 
5. Table-centre arrangement of spring flowers  Cicely Diack 
6. Container of spring flowers     Win Gillard 
7. Pot of marmalade       Chris Stobie 
8.  A plate of spring decorated  biscuits   Win Gillard 
 
The May meeting was held, as usual, at Castle Gardens.  After a short talk from Brian King, 
the centre manager, on his recommended ‘best buys’ this year, Members were let loose 
through the displays, making the most of their 25% discount. 
 
Future Events 
Club members are now looking forward to the two summer garden visits and the Annual 
Show, which will be held on 2 September in the Village Hall.  The first meeting of the 
season will take place on Wednesday 11 October, when Louise Burks of Castle Gardens 
will talk about winter hanging baskets and containers. 

        Broken Nails 

Garden Tips 
After the wonderful hot and very dry Spring, thank heavens for the recent 
downpours. Keep watering throughout the summer months, preferably with 
rainwater. Some plants are particularly thirsty: clematis, phlox, astilbe, loosestrife, 
etc. Then there are all the recently planted plants, plus pots, hanging baskets, and 
vegetables like beans and courgettes, which need watering daily. 
 
Dead-head roses if they are the repeat-flowering types. 
Protect fruits like raspberries with netting. 
Harvest salad crops and resow every 2 weeks to keep a good supply growing. 
If you have a pond, keep removing blanketweed and duckweed. 
If you spot any aphids, spray (my Granny always used water with detergent in it). 
Clip box bushes, then there are the hedges ... 
 
Phew! Enjoy your garden,                                                            

 Fleur 



 

St Peters Church, Hinton St Mary 

GARDENS OPEN 
Saturday 17th June & Sunday 18th June 

2.00 pm—6.00 pm 
Adults £5.00     Children free 

NO DOGS PLEASE! 
Come and enjoy over 20 gardens open, including 

the Manor House Garden 
Home made cream teas in the Tithe Barn 

Sculpture Exhibition 
Plants and second hand garden tools for sale 

Second-hand Bookstall and Bric-a-brac 



WILD FLOWERS 

It was only when I was in my 30’s that I took a real interest in wild flowers.  I had 
moved out of London to Bradford-upon-Avon where I used to walk for miles 
alongside the Kennet & Avon canal and the river Avon, a home for a huge variety of 
flora and fauna.  A friend coming to stay, with a good knowledge of wild flowers, 
really got me started, pointing out plants that are easy to miss. 

I really love it when I find a plant that I either don’t recognise or am a bit unsure of 
its identity.   Returning home and researching through my collection of wild flower 
books is completely absorbing, and so much more fun than looking it up on the 
internet!  Anyway, as you all know by now, I am not connected – yet! 

I used to make notes of all the plants I saw on my walks, and still do so 
occasionally, such as the windy mid-March day when I decided that I wanted a 
change from walking in heavy, wet clay. I headed to Minterne; although it goes 
against the grain to use the car for just going for a walk, it is only fifteen minutes 
away and you can be on chalk downs, which are easier under foot.   

I walked through Cerne Woods; full of plants indicating a woodland which is well 
managed.  This is something I am also really interested in and want to learn more 
about.  A well looked after wood allows the variety of flowers to thrive, but if things 
like brambles are allowed to take over they choke the woodland plants, which are 
often low growing.  There is nowhere for them to self seed and eventually the plants 
die out.  

Back to the lovely wood.  The trees were just in bud at this stage, making it easier 
to see clearly and identify a number of plants.  Celandines, Primroses, there were 
carpets of them.  The first Wood Anemones were showing through, Barren 
Strawberry, Wood Spurge, the lime green leaves of Wood Sorrel with delicate white 
veined flowers to follow, lots of Bluebell leaves and Ramsoms (wild garlic) and a 
few wood Dog Violets, Wild Redcurrant, Dog’s Mercury, Bugle, Wood Avens and 
more.  What a thrill!  

As I write this in late April, I must mention the Cowslips flowering everywhere.  I 
noticed masses of them round the edges of a couple of fields below Woodrow, plus 
Oxlips, Primroses and Bluebells.  There were clumps of flowers even in the middle 
of the field, that is wonderful and their numbers seem to have increased, 
GOODEEE! 

Not related to the above in anyway – but I am looking at my birdbath and a FAT 
Pigeon (they never look underfed) sips some water, then turns round and poos in 
the bird bath.  Why does he always do that!! 

HAPPY FLOWER HUNTING                                                              Janie Harris 

Any articles or correspondence published in this magazine do not necessarily reflect the views of the Committee or the Editor. 
Reproduction of any articles is prohibited without the prior permission of the Editor. 
We try to ensure the accuracy of the content of The Stourton Caundler, but cannot guarantee that it will always be current, accurate or 
complete.  The inclusion of advertisements is not a recommendation of the goods or services of those advertising.  The Committee and 
the Editor cannot be held responsible for negative consequences arising as a result of doing business with advertisers and recommend 
that you confirm appropriate references and any professional qualifications of advertisers for yourself. 



NATURALLY THINKING 
By Margaret Waddingham 

 
On Good Friday, my nearby daughter phoned to say that the nightingales were 
back on Alners Gorse. On the same day, the house martins came back to inspect 
last year’s nests beneath the eves of our house.  The nightingales, our daughter 
said a few days later, were also back on Lydlinch Common - at least 8 of them.  
Good for them, faithful little things.  As for the house martins, they can’t seem to 
make up their minds whether to stay here or not.  We see them circling high up in 
the early mornings breakfasting off the high flying insects, then they disappear 
again for several days before returning to inspect last year’s nests, but they seem 
very reluctant to get down to any essential repair work.  I’ve been wondering 
whether the dry weather has had anything to do with it.  They usually do this work 
in May, so there is still a bit of time as I write this, but they do need mud and until 
last weekend there wasn’t much of that around.  Still, they are here in other 
places in the village; likewise swallows, and the swifts which have taken up their 
usual summer residence in the church tower. 
We were particularly pleased to see house martins this year because Brian and I 
had just read an alarming piece in the paper which said that the public has been 
asked to keep a watch on them to try to find out why they are in trouble.  Between 
1980 and 2014 their numbers halved in this country and they are now amber-
listed as a bird of conservation concern.  Fortunately their numbers are on the 
increase in Scotland and Northern Ireland.   
One afternoon recently, we had a fox in the garden.  He padded through as 
though he had all the time in the world, then padded back again about an hour 
later.  Next day, he was back again, and he seems to be a fairly regular visitor at 
this end of the village.  They are not particularly popular with farmers or keepers 
of chickens –and with good reason - however, we are a rural community, so who 
can blame them for taking short cuts across our gardens now and then to get into 
the fields that surround us?     
The long-standing argument against councils cutting back the verges just as the 
flowers are almost at their best and before they have had a chance to seed, has 
had the backing form Buglife and Friends of the Earth who have found that 81 per 
cent of people polled supported a move to mow some areas less often to allow 
wildflowers to grow, providing food for bees and other pollinating insects.  Apart 
from anything else of course, this saves the money for the councils, so that 
should appeal to them.  
An unpleasant foreign visitor has invaded our peaceful shores – the Asian hornet.  
For those who are interested in apps and want to identify it, this new tool enables 
you to do so easily.  This hornet is a thoroughly nasty thing, and can be 
distinguished by its entirely dark abdomen except for a single band of yellow.  
With this app, you can send pictures to the National Bee Unit so that experts can 
identify them and track down their nests to get rid of them before they spread.  
With or without an app, I’d rather not meet one.    



THE FOX CUB 
by Margaret Waddingham  

 
Under the sun in a late-spring meadow,  

the little brown fox played games on his own,  
stalking the butterflies, pouncing on shadows,  

sniffing at flowers by a half-hidden stone.  
 

Under the sun in a late-spring meadow, 
the little brown fox watched clouds cluster in the breeze, 

followed a rabbit to his burrow in the hedgerow,  
cocked his pointed ears to a bird in the trees.  

 
In the heat of the day in the late-spring meadow,  

the little fox yawned and closed heavy eyes, 
curled in a ball in the lush green grasses,  

a tiny russet speck ‘neath the late-spring skies.  

Treacle Eater Clog Dancers! 

Treacle Eater Clog, a north west morris team based in Yeovil, will be dancing at the 
Trooper, Stourton Caundle at 8 p.m. on  Tuesday 27 June.  

 
The tradition we dance originated in the old industrial Northwest of England, where it 
evolved as a processional dance, performed mainly in carnivals. The dancers dressed 
in brightly coloured clothing and were 
accompanied by a large band so that the dancers 
could hear the music above the din. 

We will be joined by Hobos Morris, a Border 
Morris side based in Poole. 

Why not come and watch us? 

To find out more please contact Rosemary on 
01935 891415 or Geoff on   01935 872846 

or visit our website www.treacleeaterclog.org.uk 



Stourton Caundle Golf Society Monthly Report  
April 2017 

 

Easter Sunday, but sadly no Easter Egg hunt for us (although I know I was on a golf ball 
hunt most of the day). Bright and clear this month, with a cool breeze. Greens were in 
fantastic, fast shape, and with the ground dried out on the fairways, a little more thought 
was required on the approach shots. Great turnout of 27, including 5 guests. 

 
A clear winner this month, playing 
the favourable conditions well. 
Apparently no outstanding shots, 
but things must have gone well as 
Mark Goudge amounted an 
impressive 21 points. The highest 
individual points since March 2016 
 
This month saw a Mystery Pairs 
team competition, with pairs drawn 
at random after the round. The 
first pair drawn were Mark Goudge 
and Jim Stewart (not pictured), 
who with a combined score of 34 
points, were not beaten by any 
other pairing. 

   David Conduit 
 



From Dorset to the Death Railway 
(Phil Knott wrote an excellent article about his uncle Stanley Haime in the Caundler some years ago. This just deals 
with my findings in Thailand & a few facts about the Burma-Thailand railway. I am aware that Burma is now called 
Myanmar but for this article the old name of Burma is used.)  
Whenever you take your walk around the Wheel & pass by the War memorial at the Church, please look up at the 
name S J Haime on the memorial & say a little private “thank you” to Stanley. This is a young man who left his 
beloved Stourton Caundle at age 26, & two years later he was dead in a “foreign field” in Thailand. I’ve visited many 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission cemeteries in France & Belgium over the years & they are always the 
same; beautifully manicured grass, pretty flowers & bushes & birds in the surrounding trees singing their hearts out. 
The cemetery at Chung Kai, just outside Kanchanaburi is no exception. Kanchanaburi is about 80 miles North West 
of Bangkok, & can be reached in a day trip. It also stands on the Khwai Noi River & the infamous bridge over 
Hollywood’s “Kwai” River still stands & is in use. 
Stanley was a regular Royal Engineer & had been sent out to Singapore in 1941 to combat the growing menace of 
Japanese expansion. When Japan attacked Pearl Harbour on 7

th
 December 1941, America joined the Second World 

War along with Britain & its Commonwealth. Whilst Pearl Harbour was being attacked, further Japanese forces 
landed in Malaya. Britain had large forces in Malaya & especially at its foot, Singapore. Despite the British superiority 
in numbers Malaya & Singapore surrendered on 15

th
 February 1942 putting 130,000 British & Commonwealth troops 

into captivity. 
Japanese expansion in the Pacific throughout early 1942 was virtually unopposed, & they rapidly took over Thailand 
& Burma & began to press on the Indian border. By its nature the war in the Pacific was very much a naval one, & in 
this initial period Japan ruled the Pacific waves. Then in June 1942 the Battle of Midway took place in which the 
Japanese lost four of their large aircraft carriers, & the balance of naval power tipped away from them. Supplying 
Japanese forces in their land battle in Burma became difficult as the sea route around the bottom of Malaya was very 
long & became vulnerable to Allied submarines. The Japanese High Command decided to build a land supply route 
by rail from Thailand through the mountains to Burma. Britain had surveyed a rail route between Burma & Thailand in 
the 1880s & rejected it as being too difficult due to the mountainous terrain. Not so the Japanese & with 130,000 
prisoners of war at their disposal, the 258 mile project began from Burma in September 1942, & from Thailand in 
November 1942. 60,000 Allied POWs were moved to Burma & Thailand from Singapore along with 180,000 Asian 
labourers, called Romushas. These consisted of Malays, Thais, Burmese, Tamils & Chinese. They were supposed to 
be being “employed” by the Japanese & many took along their families! 
To all this Stanley Haime arrived some time in 1942 & was working on the 145-165 kilometres section of the 415 km 
length. He was in Kanu Camps some 80km North of Kanchanaburi. This area has been nicknamed “Hellfire Pass”! 
Conditions for these soldiers were dreadful; poor food, few medical facilities, malaria & other tropical diseases rife & 
ultimately a captor whose cruelty saw no boundaries. Many of the guards were Korean who had been press ganged 
into the Japanese army & their status was a little above the POWs! 
Despite the conditions, the cruelty, the terrain, the monsoons, the line was completed in October 1943. The last few 
months the Japanese pressed the POWs to speed up the progress, known as the “Speedo” period, in which work 
took place in two 12hour shifts, & via torchlight. The Hellfire vision comes to mind especially in Konyu cutting, the 
deepest on the line near to where Stanley was working. 
On 11

th
 July 1943, Stanley had become ill enough to be evacuated downriver to Chungkai near to Kanchanaburi, 

where there was a “hospital” of sorts. He had malaria & was in heart failure. It was unusual to allow POWs not to 
work, & even more for them to be transferred from their work camp. Many of the POW doctors fought daily battles 
with their captors to release men from work, & they themselves suffered beatings & more cruelty from the guards. 
Stanley did not recover, & died on December 13

th
 1943. He was 28. The cause of death was given as heart failure & 

avitaminosis. He lies in the cemetery where the former hospital stood. 
 
The entry on Stanley’s headstone reads “Sweet is the memory kept on one we all love & will never forget.” 
 
The register at Chung Kai cemetery. The only mention of Stourton Caundle in Thailand! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From Dorset to the Death Railway cont 
 
 
Stanley was one of 12,000 POWs who died building the railway. Not widely known is that an estimated 90,000 
Asian workers died also building the railway! It is considered that the railway was a strategic failure & many of 
the 600 bridges the line required were bombed by the Allies. One particular bridge near to Hellfire Pass was 
nicknamed “Pack of Cards Bridge” because it fell down three times during construction. A favourite trick of the 
POWs was to make sure a termite’s nest was present at the base of the mainly wood built bridges! A little vic-
tory that somewhat helped their morale. The Kwai bridge was severely damaged by bombing in 1945 but today 
stands proudly over the river & is in use today. Sadly the complete route is no longer in use & there is no rail 
link between Thailand & Burma. 
We were privileged to stay up in the mountains near to Hellfire Pass, & walk along a length of the disused rail-
way. The contrast between the beauty of the area & what had taken place some 70 odd years previously is al-
most too much to comprehend. Thank you Stanley; your sacrifice and that of many, many of your comrades will 
never be forgotten. We WILL remember you. 
 

              Pete Smith      



Stourton Caundle Parish Council 
 

The Annual Parish Meeting was held in the Village Hall on Wednesday, 17
th
 May. Reports 

submitted for this meeting from Village Organisations, were printed in the last edition of The 
Caundler. The Chairman also reported that the telephone box was one of nearly 100 in the 
county for which BT had submitted a planning application for removal.  A village meeting held 
to discuss this was strongly in favour of purchasing the box and keeping it as a village 
amenity.  It is understood that the application was withdrawn because B.T. were told North 
Dorset District Council would reject the application. This means the box and the telephone is 
still active and will not, at present, be able to be bought by the village. 
 
The Parish Council’s Annual General Meeting followed and Hedley Walker was re-elected as 
Chairman with John Waltham as Vice-Chairman. The Chairman thanked all the councillors 
for their support and Gordon Stobie and Mark Paull for repairing all the fingerposts in the 
parish. Mr. Simon thanked Mr. Walker for chairing the meetings so well and continuing in his 
role as Chairman. 
 
A routine business meeting followed during which Mr. Whittaker, owner of ‘The Butts’ 
explained what he was hoping to build on the site following questions raised by parishioners. 
Parish Councillors appreciated this visit which was a useful opportunity to clarify matters and 
answer questions and concerns. Planning applications are expected to follow in due course.  
 
A provisional Tree Preservation Order has been placed on trees at ‘The Butts.’ These trees 
are considered important to the amenity of the locality and therefore their long-term protection 
and retention is sought. 
The annual insurance was selected from three quotes and broken railings which have fallen 
into the ditch in Caundle Lane will be reported to Highways.  
 
The owners of The Stables in Holt Lane have appealed against North Dorset’s refusal to their 
application and an informal hearing will be held on the matter in front of an independent 
Inspector in the Village hall beginning at 10:00a.m. on 7 June 2017. 
 


