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With thanks to this edition’s ‘Roving Editor’  

The Garden Club 
Please present all contributions for the next  issue to the editor by 12 noon on  

 Friday 22nd July 2016 
 

by e-mail if possible.  E-mail address: thecaundler@hotmail.co.uk.   
Please use only “Word” documents when sending contributions.  

Clubs/Committees in Stourton Caundle 
 
 Bell Ringing  Clive Jones  363755 
 Weekly, Monday 
 Cycling Group  Tom Eden  364447 
 Weekly, Mon & Fri 
 Events Committee John Waltham  362890 
 Garden Club  Win Gillard    363816 
 2nd Wednesday (Sep to Apr) 
 Homewatch  Keith Murphy  01258 471321 
 League of Golfers Roger Paull  362014 
 Monthly, 3rd Sunday 
 Music and Song  John Waltham  362890 
 Fortnightly, Sundays 
 Parish Council  Sue Harris  362864 
 Monthly 
 Sports Club  Gerry Holdstock  362001 
 Weekly, Tuesday 
 St Peter’s Church  Clare Litchfield  363301 
 Village Hall Comm. Mark Paull  364407 
 Twice yearly plus AGM 
 Village Hall Letting  Jackie Elliott  363494 
 Welcome Club  Paul Lane  362707 
 3rd Wednesday 
 ‘100’ Club  Anna Oliver  362109 
 Monthly 



 
Stourton Caundle Flower & Produce Show 

Every year at the beginning of September, the Garden Club 
stages the annual Summer Show for the village. I believe this 
was started in the 1970s, so it has been a part of village life for 
over 40 years. 
Thinking ahead and planning for each show takes up a good 
amount of our committee time. We start soon after the 
previous show by looking at the number of entries in each 
category and listening to the feedback from the competitors. 
Early in the year, after much discussion, the categories are 
decided and the judges are approached. 
The day itself is full-on for everyone involved - committee 
members, helpers and competitors. The hall has to be 
prepared, exhibitors helped to stage their entries, the judges 
accompanied by a committee member, the scores tallied, prize 
cards written and cups polished. The doors open again in the 
afternoon and everyone is keen to see if they have won prizes, 
compare exhibits and generally enjoy the friendship and 
camaraderie that the day generates. 
After prize giving, we sit down for tea and cakes, and enjoy 
the fun of auctioning off any produce that has been donated. 
The show is open to all villagers as well as members, and it is 
free to enter, so we hope to see you and your entries on 
Saturday 3

rd
  September. Nearer the time each household will 

receive a show schedule. The handicraft section this year 
includes the following: 

Handmade cushion, any medium. 
Piece of needlework. 
Any knitted article. 
Photograph of a tree, a pet, or a door : 
(3 different classes), Max size 7x5inches. 
Decorated jam jar lid. 

 
Happy gardening over the summer.              Win Gillard 

Congratulations to our new Canon 
 

We would like to warmly congratulate our rector, William Ridding, on his appointment as non-
residentiary canon of Salisbury Cathedral.  Some of our church community attended his 
installation in the Cathedral at Evensong on Tuesday May 3

rd
. and found the service uplifting 

and memorable.  
William is, above all else, a wonderful, tireless parish priest and there are many in our village  
who  value his kindness and quiet support at difficult times.  If ever there was an example of 
living Christian values, it is to be found in William.  He is a true good shepherd to his flock, 
and we are delighted this has been recognised and rewarded.       SK 



 
The ‘Julius’ Plot, The Pound, Stourton Caundle 

 
Two or three years ago the Stourton Caundle Garden Club 
felt that the Misses Helen and Rosemary Julius’s 
considerable contribution to the village life of Stourton 
Caundle should be recognised in some small way.    

     The Julius sisters and their parents first moved to the 
village soon after the second world war and the sisters 
were to spend the rest of their lives here, living at Gwyers 
and both being involved in a number of village community 
events and clubs, not least of which, in Rosemary’s case, 
was bell ringing in which she became something of an 
expert by all accounts.   She and Helen established the 
Garden Club in 1974 and thus it was decided by the 
Garden Club Committee to remember them both by some 
planting beneath the Hawthorn tree which stands on the 
Pound.   
Initially the ground immediately below the tree was planted 
with double snowdrops and a few grape hyacinths.   Last 
year, as a committee member, I volunteered to weed and 
generally tend the ‘patch’ for the foreseeable future and 
add to the planting.   This was agreed by the Committee 
and last Autumn I planted some autumn crocus, spring 
flowering  small species crocus, and miniature narcissus.  
There will be an addition shortly of violets, Cornus 
Canadensis for next spring, more miniature bulbs and 
some violas for the summer. 

     The intention is to keep it simple, low key, slightly wild and 
definitely not ‘municipal planting’ in style.    I hope that 
this plan is what villagers would like but if you have any 
preferences, suggestions or comments please do get in 
touch with me on 362448 – input would be welcomed. 

                   Gay Liversidge 

Village Hall Improvement Programme 
Following up to its Kitchen Improvement Project the Village Hall Committee has 
identified further improvements to be undertaken over the next few years and will be 
holding fundraising events to supplement its income, the first of which is a car 
treasure hunt on Saturday 4th June.  A grant in aid for the 1

st
 tranche of works has 

been applied for. The improvement programme seeks to: 
Improve disabled access through the front doors 
Replace games room and main fire doors and back door 
Replace small windows 
Improve Gents and create a disabled toilet.       

Nick Walters 



Fascinating Fuchsias  
This summer all members of the Garden Club are growing fuchsias. 
These were given by Castle Gardens and the results will be judged 
at the Garden Show on Saturday 3rd September.  
 
The first Fuchsia was discovered by a French monk and botanist, 
Charles Plumier, about 1696. It was found on the Caribbean island, 
Hispaniola, now Haiti in the Dominican Republic.  It was named in 
honour of a renowned German botanist, Leonhart Fuchs.  
 
The first fuchsias arrived in London, from Brazil, in 1788 and were a 
huge hit. Ferocious breeding meant therefore that by 1848 there 
were more than 500 cultivars; which is now in the region of 8,000! 
Most of the species originate from central and Southern America but 
a few come from New Zealand and these have a particular blue 
pollen. This was used by young Maori people to decorate their faces.  
 
The fuchsia is an excellent plant to grow in a family garden…all its parts are edible. Its berries 
can make a reasonable jam…but the taste cannot be wholly guaranteed!  
 
Queen Victoria favoured the fuchsia and they were grown in their thousands, sold at Covent 
Garden and grown into pillars, pyramids, standards, bushes and baskets by the Victorian 
gardener. During the first half of the 20th century their popularity diminished, in no small part 
because of the priority of growing food during the two world wars. America took over and 
more intensive breeding took place especially for the varieties with large blooms and those 
with a trailing habit.  
 
Fuchsias are grown for their very attractive, usually pendant, flowers that are borne more or 
less continuously from summer to autumn. They are useful in summer-bedding schemes, 
containers or in the ground. Some fuchsias are hardy enough to be used as hedges and in 
permanent plantings.  
 

Here are some tips for you all, especially those entering their plants in the show:  
1. Grow in fertile but well drained soil.  
2. In containers use a loam based compost (John Innes 3) or a peat free multipurpose 

compost.  
3. Water sufficiently to keep compost moist but not waterlogged.  
4. DO NOT leave plants standing in water.  
5. Fuchsias prefer light shade, especially during the hottest part of the day (we can 

keep our fingers crossed for a hot spell).  
6. To form a bush pinch out the growing tip to stimulate side shoots to grow. The ones 

from castle Gardens may already have had this treatment.  
7. Remember to dead head regularly and then you will have a constant show of 

blooms.  
8. Feed regularly, every week during the height of flowering. Decrease this during late 

summer because the plants are getting ready for winter.  
9. Avoid the frost and bring plants indoors for the winter…they can continue to flower all 

through the winter when indoors.  
10. Cuttings can be taken at anytime between spring and autumn, although spring is 

best. Cut out a young growing tip about 2 to 4 inches in length. Remove lower leaves 
and put plants round the edge of a pot filled with good compost.  

Good luck with your growing and we all look forward to magnificent plants at the show! 
                                                          Christine Peters 



Gardening Tips for June and July 
JUNE 
∗ Damp greenhouse regularly to increase humidity and reduce red spider mite 

problems. 

∗ Keep lawns mowed regularly. 

∗ Remove caterpillars from cabbages, etc. before the plants get too infested. 

∗ Check plants for white fly and treat. 

∗ Plant out courgettes, squashes, sweetcorn, beans, etc. 

∗ Tie in raspberry and blackberry canes. 
JULY 

∗ Deadhead roses to keep them flowering. 

∗ Keep pots and containers watered and feed once a week. 

∗ Cut out fruited stems on summer raspberries. 

∗ Divide bearded iris after flowering. 

∗ Prune wisteria to within five or six buds from the main stem. 

∗ Make sure frogs, etc. can get out of ponds so put in a small ramp to help them climb 
out. 

∗ Harvest onions, shallots and garlic as they are ready. 

        Nikki Hale 

 

Car Treasure Hunt 

Saturday 4 June 2016 at 

1.00 pm Village Hall 

£5 per car/tractor etc 

Tea and cakes for sale 

Norman Bugg 1935 – 2016 
It was with great sadness that we heard of the passing of Norman. 
Norman was born and bred in the village and, apart from doing his National Service with the Dorset 
Regiment in Germany, spent his entire life in Stourton Caundle. 
In his younger days Norman was a keen sportsman, playing skittles and snooker, and skiing with the 
army where he broke a leg. 
With his brother Derek he helped build the skittle alley attached to The Trooper Inn. 
After the Village Hall was destroyed by fire in 1971, an old caravan was purchased and Norman 
converted it into a van selling teas and cakes on the A30 to raise money to help rebuild the hall. 
We shall miss his company and wit in the Trooper and our condolences go to his brother Derek. 
Norman liked a glass of whisky, so raise a glass in memory to him. 

        Colin McKay 



Summer Pudding (serves 6) 
 

Pudding basin or a deep, narrow bowl about 1 litre/1 ¾ pint capacity 
Butter, to grease pudding basin 
 
Half a loaf of slightly stale, thinly sliced white bread with the crusts removed. 
 
11oz (300g) Rhubarb, cleaned and cut into approx. 3” lengths 
6oz (180g) blackcurrants 
6oz to 9oz granulated sugar 
11oz (300g) strawberries 
6 oz (180g) redcurrants 
3oz (90g) blackberries 
3oz (90g) raspberries 
40ml water 
 
 
Grease the bowl with butter. Line the bowl with bread, cutting the bread so that it fits the basin 
snugly with no gaps. Cut a lid and set aside. 
Put rhubarb and blackcurrants and 6oz sugar in large saucepan with the water, cover and VERY 
GENTLY simmer until the fruit is almost soft (about 15 minutes) – avoid crushing the fruit. Taste 
and add more of the sugar if you think it needs it. Gently add remaining fruits and cook for only a 
further 2 minutes. 
 
Pour the hot fruit into the lined basin, keeping any excess syrup to serve with it. Top with bread 
lid. 
 
Put a small plate on top of the basin, pressing it into the bread lid, weigh it down with a tin or 
similar. 
 
When pudding is cool, refrigerate overnight before turning out onto a serving dish and dousing 
with some of the extra syrup (useful for covering any pale patches). Serve with plenty of fresh 
cream. 

                               Linda Walters 

Linda’s Summer Pudding Allotment 
 
I took over my allotment 2 years before I retired from work so I wanted to keep it easy to 
maintain, and as Summer Pudding happens to be a family favourite I planted lots of soft fruit 
bushes. 
I always use triple quantities of the following recipe and make 3 puddings at a time. They 
freeze very well and are great to have when family and friends visit. Defrost in the fridge 
overnight. I think that the rhubarb, blackcurrants and strawberries are essential, you can 
substitute or mix the other fruits as available. 
 
 



Janie’s Spring Walk  

The following walk takes about an hour or so (4 miles-ish in total) and I 
did it during the first week in May – at the start of a mini heatwave! 

Take Rowden Mill Lane and turn left after ‘Mill End’ going through the 
wooden gate, up to the far corner of the field, over the stile and through 
the left gate, hugging the hedge (on your right) to the bottom of the field. 

Go through the gate and then left over the Caundle Brook by the wooden 
bridge.  Keep to the track on the left, go through a gate and carry on up 
the track to the next gate.  Go through this and then walk across to the far 
right corner of the field (a large one).  The Deer Park is on your left and if 
you are lucky a herd of fallow deer will be visible.  There are wild daffs in 
the copse just before. 

Walk through the metal gate and down the drive; Stock Gaylard House will 
be on your left; over the cattle grid and continue along the drive to the 
main road (A3030). 

There are magnificent oak trees in the park and right now they stand out 
against all other trees with their brilliant lime/gold green new growth.  This 
warm weather is bringing everything out so fast, blink and you will miss it. 

At the end of the drive (keeping the Lodge on your left) turn right, clinging 
to the verge for a short distance before turning down to a bridle path 
through the woods, just before The Old Rectory.  Wild garlic (ramsons) 
and bluebells are out, at their best, together with the blackthorn bushes. 

When you come out of the wood turn right and follow the bridle path 
through two gates.  The scent from the bluebells is heavenly.  Cowslip, 
oxlip, primrose, stitchwort, early purple orchid, violet and lady’s smock 
are all out along here.  Pink campion and cow parsley are just starting to 
flower; so much to see and lovely bird song to hear, too.  

At the third gate there will be a line of trees straight ahead. Follow the 
path to the right of the trees and turn left when you reach the woods.  
Keeping to the edge of the field go round the far end of the wood followed 
by a hedge until you reach a huge pair of metal field gates (is this a sign 
of things to come I wonder – if so I am going to live on an island where 
tractors are small!).  If you can’t open the gates you will have to climb 
over them.   

Then you drop down to Rowden Mill Farm and go over a lovely pack horse 
bridge. You are now back on Rowden Mill Lane which will take you in to 
the village.  There are more cowslips to admire and you will see the first 
of Ann and Nick Rowland’s lovely cattle out with their young and the 
handsome bull, they all look content.  So am I, especially as I am on this 
side of the gate! 

Janie Harris 



Garden Club Meeting and Spring Show 
On Wednesday 13

th
 April, 38 Garden Club members and guests gathered in the Village Hall for 

the Spring Show, and a talk by Mary Benger of Burrow Farm Gardens, between Axminster and 
Honiton in Devon. 
With delightful daffodils and other narcissi, marvellous marmalade, fabulous floral 
arrangements and 3 other classes, this year’s show attracted 58 entries from the members, 
with Howard Ffitch, Fleur Miles, Christine Peters and Wendy Rea taking the prizes. This was 
the second year that the Spring Show has taken place after an absence of many years, and 
while obviously much smaller than the Summer Show (which has many more classes and is 
open to anyone who lives in the village, as well as the members), the pleasing response should 
guarantee that it will happen again next year. After the prize presentation, small gifts were 
presented to Nikki Hale and Penny Plunkett, who judged the entries this year. 
Following the presentations, the Club were treated to a splendid slide show and talk by Mary 
Benger who has been creating a fascinating series of gardens now occupying 13 acres at 
Burrow Farm for the last 55 years, despite the attentions of the deer and, inevitably, rabbits (the 
clue is in the name). Portraying the widely varied gardens fashioned from farmland clay, her 
presentation certainly whet the appetite of the members for the visit to the gardens, which 
Howard has organised for later in May – it should be well attended. Members were very grateful 
that Mary had been prepared to travel so far to show the delights that await them.  
      

‘Filthy Fingers’ 



Positive Feedback 
It is rewarding for us all to receive some positive feedback and people have been generous in 
their comments about the April/May edition.  Thank you to everyone who has been kind 
enough to tell us how much you enjoyed the magazine and how much you liked the cover 
painting by Jane Onslow. 
 
Janie Harris’s personal article touched quite a few of you.  It is easy to forget the importance 
of neighbourliness and how much it means to us all.  
 
Following on from Anne Rowland’s piece, many of you will know that shortly afterwards, Nick 
was  injured in a farming-related accident.  We send him our very best wishes for a complete 
recovery.  He is already out tending the sheep and lambs and checking the cattle which are 
now turned out in fields round our village.   
 
Warrior, the largest of the bulls, did not take kindly to being tipped up for a pedicure, and 
flexing his great muscles, burst out of the contraption and had to be reloaded for a repeat 
performance.  
Anne also reports that one of her cows has had identical heifer triplets. This is a very, very 
rare occurrence.  An internet search puts it at 700,000-1. All three are doing fine, and bottle 
feeding as well as feeding from their (poor) mother.                        SK 

Our Racing Life 
 
Did all Stourton Caundle’s racing enthusiasts groan as Cue Card fell as he got into a winning 
position in the Cheltenham Gold Cup?  The prospect of a £1,000,000  Triple Crown win 
crashed with him.  
He was soon up and galloping on, but the fall dashed the hopes of our local trainer, Colin 
Tizzard from Milborne Port.  “That’s racing for you,” he said, philosophically.  “The horse got 
up and that’s the most important thing.” 
Thistlecrack, from the same stable, scored a scorching 7 lengths win the day before in the 
Ryanair World Hurdle, proving that a small, local yard can be a world beater.  The Times 
recorded that Colin, ‘from deep, dark Dorset’ said, “This is probably as good as it is ever 
going to get.”                  

SK 

Stourton Caundle Village Tennis Tournament 2016 
The village Tennis Tournament will take place this year on Sunday 7

th
 August. The 

format will be much the same as two years ago, with a draw taking place to decide 
on Mixed Doubles pairing.  
For anyone who has not played before, the emphasis is on having an enjoyable 
day, so don’t be nervous about joining in! The minimum age limit is 15 years old. 
Further details will follow in due course but for now, please put the date in your di-
ary and even if you don’t want to play, come along and support! 
Those wishing to enter the Tournament  or with any questions, should contact ei-
ther: 

Pete Smith on 01963 363514  
or email  annandpete75@hotmail.co.uk 

Or 
Wendy Keenan on 01963 363409  

or email  thekeenans@btinternet.com 
         Wendy  



Naturally Thinking 
By Margaret Waddingham 

 
One warm morning near the beginning of April,  the mining bees were woken up in the front lawn.  At least, they 

might be mining bees but try as I might,  I’ve never been able accurately to identify them.  They appear to spend the 
winter underground and pop out as soon as the weather turns warmer, when they fly excitably a few inches above 
the holes from which they have emerged.  They are a sort of greyish black, the size of a honey bee and each day for 
a week or more, they are like a shimmering cloud above the lawn.  They seem quite harmless except to each other.  I 
have watched several emerge from the same spot within a nanosecond of each other and have a little tussle at the 
entrance.  Sometimes, larger, slightly furry ones pop out too and they are immediately bombarded.  I guess these are 
females.  In fact, I suppose the whole exercise is one of mating. One thing I’m certain of though is that they are 
pollinators because almost everything that flies at this time of the year seems to be good at that.   

The antics went on for about a week, gradually dying down, and then a new insect took over.  This time it had 
the body of a small wasp or hover fly.  Not nearly so many but they too hummed busily, low to the ground until, 
suddenly one day, they  all disappeared.     

Watching them, made me wonder about all the other insects that inhabited the garden, both underground and 
above it.  So while I was digging one day, I tried to take a mental note.  I disturbed small nests of woodlice beneath 
stones, lots of worms of varying size, predictably, masses of  dreaded slugs, lots of snails, including the rather pretty 
smaller banded ones which don’t do nearly as much damage as their big cousins, a tightly curled green caterpillar 
which looked so comfortable that I didn’t like to disturb it, hoping that it’s not going to repay me later by sharing a 
liking for my favourite plant.  And several centipedes.  Above the ground there were little black garden ants running 
busily about on some pre-planned task,  heavy bumble bees bombing the flowers, as well as the daintier honey bees, 
hover flies, other varieties of flying things of various sizes that flew past too fast for me to identify, gnats around the 
water butts, several butterflies, and best of all, a large black beetle that crawled laboriously over every clump of earth 
it came across.  I watched it for some minutes making heavy weather of his walk and half and hour later went back 
and looked again to find that he had only travelled a few feet.  Of course, he could have dropped off to sleep when I 
wasn’t looking. 

I was interested in the centipedes because I can never remember whether they are friend or foe, so I googled 
for an answer.  It was reassuring to find that they are hunters, not vegetarians and so were not going to gobble up my 
precious plants.   Other small insects are their target, and although they occasionally creep up on an unsuspecting 
small spider -  which is a pity - it’s not a massacre of the entire species so I don’t need to worry.   I also found out one 
or two other interesting things about it.  They do not necessarily  have 100 legs as the name suggests.  It all depends 
how many segments its body has because there is a pair of legs to each segment.  Furthermore, if they lose any of 
them, they re-grow them.   Just to make us really love them, they make wonderful mothers, wrapping their bodies 
around the eggs and looking after them until they hatch.  (I wonder who finds these things out?) What’s more, they 
can live for up to five years, so maybe if you’re looking for an unusual pet that doesn’t need any attention, a 
centipede would be the answer.       

11 years ago, which was our first spring here, I had a struggle to find stitchwort around the village.  I was really 
pleased when I finally found a small patch in Caundle Lane.  Maybe we had just hit on a bad stitchwort year or maybe 
I had been looking in the wrong place, but since then that small patch has spread so much that by this year, there’s 
no need to look because you can’t miss it.  Caundle Lane is richly decorated with it (or was, until it was all mown 
down when I wasn’t looking), in fact, everywhere stitchwort seems to be having a bumper year.  It has many country 
names, such as Wedding Cake, Star of Bethlehem, Daddy’s Shirt Buttons and Snapdragon, the latter because the 
seeds make an audible ’pop’ when they ripen.    It looks wonderful on the verges and banks with red campion  and 
cow parsley.  I just wish it wasn’t all cut down before it has a chance to go to seed. 

And now for a guilty secret.  We have had to remove all traces of bird food from the garden because rats were 
partying off it.  First a large mother appeared on the ramp just outside our garden doors, then five equally large and 
well fed babies that seemed to grow fatter each day.  They do say that at no time are you less than three feet away 
from a rat these days.  Well maybe that’s right, but I don’t want them three feet away from my door.  I loathe the 
things, even though I was desperate to have a pet white one when I was about ten years old.  My mother put her foot 
down at this even though she had allowed me all sorts of other weird and wonderful pets until then.  Anyway, the bird 
food has now been banished from the garden - temporarily I hope - and the rats have disappeared.  To begin with 
goldfinches sat on top of the feeder or the near by tree looking confused, great tits searched in vain and even the 
greater spotted woodpecker sat on the arbour once or twice looking for the peanuts before giving up and going 
somewhere else.  It’s a great pity but I don’t want to be responsible for a burgeoning rat population in the village.   

Talking of birds, we have had a wonderfully vocal thrush around for several months.  Over the past few days, he 
has gradually become silent.  I suppose it’s because he’s done his bit in attracting a mate and hopefully raising a 
family, and he is not quite so interested in protecting his territory.   It won’t be long before the blackbird also begins to 
subtly change his tune before he too becomes quiet.    It’s a pity - we so enjoy these virtuoso performances, but their 
throats deserve a rest.  In the meantime, nightingales are back in force on Lydlinch Common - at least nine pairs by 
our reckoning.   

 

PS:  On a recent walk I counted 27 piles of dog faeces between the turning into 
Rowden Mill Lane and the concrete path on the right leading to Caundle Farm.  Less than a 
quarter of a mile I should think.   Need I say more?  



VILLAGE HALL 100 CLUB  

APRIL AND MAY DRAW RESULTS 
 

The April Draw was made at the Trooper on 13
th
 April 2016.  The winning numbers were: 

First Prize:  £25.00 No.31  Henry Paull 

Second Prize: £20.00 No.97  Dave Conduit 

Third Prize:  £15.00 No.5  Peter Smith 

 

The May Draw was made on 18
th
 May.  The winners were: 

First Prize:  £25.00 No.223 Vernon Robjohn 

Second Prize: £20.00 No.17  Julia Walker 

Third Prize:    £15.00 No.198 Jean Young 

 

The next 2 draws will be on 15
th
 June and 13

th
 July, at the Trooper at 9 pm. 

 

Many thanks to my collectors Delia and Fleur who have helped me complete the half-yearly sub-

scriptions, and to everyone who is contributing by their membership to our Village Hall funds.  

    Anna Oliver 

It was great to get this letter from Jenny Redman in response to 
the article about ‘finds’ in Rowden Mill Lane. 
Hello Sarah, 
I loved your article on the finds…for many years I have been searching for a piece 
made by my Grandfather’s dairy/agricultural machinery business.  I think that the 
piece of metal with the ‘LL’ you found in Rowden Mill Lane may have been made by 
him.  He was based in Shaftesbury in Coppice Street, with the surname of Hull, and 
had a small hardware shop/workshop where he manufactured implements for the 
farming industry.   I live in Drove Close now, having been born and brought up on a 
farm in Motcombe. 
On a further note, my partner, Paul, found a 13

th
 century copper alloy strap fitting for 

a belt with beautifully incised decoration in my back garden!  It has been catalogued 
and added to the Portable Antiquities Scheme data base, via the Local Finds 
Liaison Officer.  How exciting.  Paul is a metal detectorist and is always looking for 
places to detect, so if any of your readers are curious about the history of their land 
and what may lie beneath it, please get in touch as he would be happy to help.  He 
is fully insured through the National Council of Metal Detectorists. 

       jenredman@gmail.com 

Congratulations to our new Canon 
 

We would like to warmly congratulate our rector, William Ridding, on his 
appointment as non-residentiary canon of Salisbury Cathedral.  Some of our 
church community attended his installation in the Cathedral at Evensong on 
Tuesday May 3

rd
. and found the service uplifting and memorable.  

William is, above all else, a wonderful, tireless parish priest and there are 
many in our village  who  value his kindness and quiet support at difficult 
times.  If ever there was an example of living Christian values, it is to be found 
in William.  He is a true good shepherd to his flock, and we are delighted this 
has been recognised and rewarded.    

    SK 



Celebration of Royal Events during the 20th Century 

 

 A Village Committee was elected at a public meeting to arrange the celebrations for the 
coronation of Queen Elizabeth II. Rosemary and Helen Julius were elected joint secretaries.  

The day’s celebrations started with a Children’s 
fancy dress competition held outside of the 
Trooper Inn. After the judging the children took 
their place in the procession through the village 
starting from the Jubilee Oak and headed by Mr 
Ambrose Stainer playing his trumpet, and Mrs 
Betty Toone with her piano accordion.  The 
children were presented with Coronation mugs 
at an Afternoon tea party. Bunting and flags 
were on display throughout the village, looking 
rather bedraggled due to heavy overnight rain. 
The events in Westminster Abbey were 

broadcast live on television, eagerly watched by in a crowded lounge bar at the Trooper Inn on 
one of only three television sets installed in the village at that time. 
To complete the day’s celebrations an evening dance was held. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Can you recognize the participants in the Fancy 

Dress  Competition? 

 

 
 

   

A public meeting was called by the Village Hall Committee following a request to them by the 
Parish Council, to organise the 1977 Silver Jubilee celebrations for Queen Elizabeth II.  The 
Chairman Mr David Harris asked the meeting to elect an independent Chairman, and for each 
village organisation to appoint a representative to serve on the committee. Mr David Perris 
was elected Chairman, and Miss Helen Julius Secretary. A fete held during the summer of !
966 in the paddock at the rear of Wagtails, the residence of Mr and Mrs Page, helped to raise 
funds for the Jubilee celebrations and project. The Silver Jubilee Parish project was to restore 
the Church clock, convert to electric drive and fit hands to the clock face. The day’s 
programme for the celebration of the Silver Jubilee included a fancy dress competition, a 
parade headed by a band, rides in a pony and cart and a comic football match, which took 
place in Ropers Field. An evening party in the Village Hall completed the day’s events.             

Phil Knott 



Parish Council Chairman’s Report: 
 
Hedley Walker reported that John Waltham had been co-opted following the unopposed election in May 
2015 to fill the vacant position. 
Over the year the Parish Council has considered several planning applications, recommending for approval 
a first floor extension at Acorn Cottage, rear extensions at Ramillies Farm and Hays Cottage and a vehicle 
access at 4 Veales, all of which have been granted permission by NDDC. A replacement dwelling on the 
Wynway site has also been recommend for approval.  The controversial safari tents near Drove Road were 
recommended for approval with a number of provisos reflecting concerns raised at a lively meeting, but 
permission has been refused by NDDC. A retrospective application for temporary conversion of a barn in 
Holt Lane for residential use led to objections from the Parish Council, although this has not yet been 
determined by NDDC. 
Road surfaces, which were re-treated after the badly done surfacing in 2013, have lasted rather better and a 
large hole in the High Street, opposite Drove Road, caused by the collapse of the culvert needed repeated 
complaints before it was finally repaired by the County Council. 
The dog waste bin at Brimbles which had been discussed at last year’s annual meeting was finally removed 
in the summer. 
Problems with excessive parking in Brimble Cottages continues to be a concern but the housing association 
is not prepared to create off road parking and no practical solution has been put forward to date. 
Much appreciated is the skilful voluntary work of Mark Paull and Gordon Stobie, who are replacing the finger 
posts which have been slowly falling into disrepair. In addition, Alban and Colin Harris quickly removed a 
second fallen tree from Cat Lane. Volunteer youngsters from the Stur Credits scheme have been clearing 
stiles and footpaths and a couple of replacement stiles have been provided by Dorset County Council. The 
defibrillator is kept at The Trooper inn, with routine checks again by volunteers. It is maintained by South 
West Ambulance Association. 
A large proportion of the Parish council’s budget is used for grass cutting but this year a part of the fence in 
the play area also had to be replaced. A small, 2%, increase in the precept was agreed to maintain a 
reasonable fund but due to the way in which the council tax is calculated and changes in the number of 
residents liable to pay, this translated into a higher increase in the actual payments made by those liable to 
pay the tax. 
Thanks were extended to the clerk and councillors for their support and enthusiasm. 
County Councillor Pauline Batstone reported that the mobile libraries were under consultation and 
probably going to go, although it was hoped there could be some provision for the housebound using the 
WRVS and volunteers. The withdrawal of rural buses was an additional problem although there were some 
schemes for community transport and Nordcat. She asked people to think about how to help and transport 
vulnerable people in their communities. 
Changes in the County and District Councils were leading to North and West Dorset District Councils and 
Weymouth and Portland forming one operational unit based in Dorchester. Nordon at Blandford would be 
sold but an area response would exist. This plan would be making the best use of the digital age and moving 
with the times; resulting in fewer councillors and saving money. There were cost implications if parishes were 
expected to take up more responsibilities and there would be a range of resource and funding across local 
government.  
Pauline is Chair of the Safeguarding Committee, covering children, domestic violence and anti-social 
behaviour, looking at how to respond etc. She is also on committees for healthy living and audit and 
governance. 
Clive Jones thanked County Councillor Pauline Batstone and District Councillors Bill Batty-Smith and 
Graham Carr-Jones for all their support and advice. 
 
The Annual General Meeting followed. Hedley Walker was re-elected Chairman and Clive Jones re-elected 
Vice-Chairman who thanked Hedley for his two years so far as Chairman. Financial reports were provided, 
and accounts had been audited for Gerry Holdstock which was much appreciated. There are seven parish 
councillors who normally serve for a four-year term; Chairman and Vice-Chairman are re-elected annually.  
A suggestion that the deteriorating village signs may be replaced by village craftsmen was discussed, 
possibly using some of the funds raised at the village concert on 22nd October.  

 

A short business meeting followed at which it was noted that tree surgery was due to take place at Manor 

Farm and the water leak in Cat Lane was being repaired. The Stur Credits team are due in half term to try 

and complete the work started at Easter in the play area, rubbing down and treating the memorial bench and 

some of the play equipment. The Parish Council e-mail address was changed due to a problem with the 

provider; it is now stourtoncaundle@dorset-aptc.gov.uk 

 



THE BLACKBIRD  
by Margaret Waddingham  

 

A blackbird sang on a telegraph pole;  
he sang of the spring with all of his soul.  

He sang of the love and the joy in his breast 
and the four smooth eggs that were laid in his nest.   

 
A blackbird sang in an old gnarled oak;  

he sang of the spring and a heart full of hope.  
He sang of rich earth and the food that he’d find 

and he sang of his children, un-feathered and blind 
 

A blackbird sang from the top of a gate;  
he sang of the spring to his hard-working mate.  

He sang of the rain and his toil in the sun  
and he sang of a time when his work would be done.  

 
A blackbird flew to the depths of a bush 

where the shade was so deep 
and the leaves were so lush.  

He rested and dreamed of his days all alone 
and he sang no more for his fledglings had flown.  


