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Life Goes On 

No matter how large and fast the farm machinery becomes and how often we jump into that 

essential of rural life nowadays, our cars, and whizz about, animals which are fundamental to many 

of our lives, be it as farmers, consumers or pet owners  continue to move at the pace they have 

always done.  Nothing so well illustrates this as the sight of the Rowland family sheep, photographed 

by Tom Eden, making their unhurried way through the village to fresh pastures – the same scene 

must have been enacted for hundreds of years with only the background varying. 

Meanwhile village life continues at its usual busy pace: clubs, including a new ‘ladies’ club about 

which we hope to hear more in future editions, have held meetings with more events and trips in the 

pipeline, the Garden Club has held a spectacularly successful plant sale, The Trooper’s annual beer 

and cider festival is about to take place and there are many other activities planned, including 

weddings and an Open Garden weekend in July in prospect, offering enjoyment and perhaps 

challenges for all.  They are described or foretold in the pages that follow, while the past year is 

summarised by the reports given to the Annual Parish Meeting and recorded on the four centre 

pages.  We hope that you enjoy this larger than usual edition.        

     Tim Villiers 

Village Hall ‘100’ Club Monthly Draw 

The May draw took place on 14 May 2014 at The Trooper.  The winners were: 

 

First Prize:   £25.00  No.202  Ron Clough 

Second Prize:  £20.00  No.173  Carolyn Corlett 

Third Prize:   £15.00  No.33  Matthew Caplen 

 

The next monthly draw will be on Wednesday, 18 June at about 9pm at The Trooper.    

    Anna Oliver 
 

New Arrivals 
We welcome to the village: 

John and Daisy Cordingley, with Leon and Lucas, at 26 Brimble Cottages. 



Weather report for April  
Rainfall                2014                   2013            2012                       19-year average 

            91 mm / 3.6 in           ---     134 mm / 5.3 in          57.1 mm / 2.25 in 

  

Temperature (°C)       Maximum             Minimum           Average 

      High         Low     High              Low 

2014    18.4 (13
th

)    12.4 (23
rd

)  11.2 (6
th

)       2.6 (19
th

)           10.7   

2013     15.7 (30
th

)    8.4 (5
th

)    8.8 (9
th

)      -2.2 (16
th

)         7.9 

2012    19.5 (25
th

)    4.9 (4
th

)   9.6 (14
th

)     -2.0 (2
nd

)         8.7 

Royal National Lifeboat Institution 

 
Fleur Miles,  Jane Colville and Vinny Taylor kindly went round the village for the RNLI this 

year and collected £172.23.  

Thank you all for your generosity in keeping this essential service going, saving lives around 

our shores throughout the year.                 

Jane Onslow 

Welcome Club 
Thirty-three members attended the May meeting and we were also pleased to 

welcome two non-members for the afternoon presentation. 

Colin thanked everybody for the get well cards sent to Margaret and for all their 

messages of support. 

 

The guest speakers were Liz Billingham and Kay Kelsall  who gave a presentation 

on behalf of the Weldmar Hospice Care Trust for North Dorset. The service 

started in 1984 with just one nurse operating from a caravan in the playground of the old Maud 

Road School in Dorchester. Thirty years later, in 2014, the Weldmar community nurses,  as they are 

now known, are county wide with bases throughout Dorset. 

The service provides palliative and end-of-life care, is entirely free and therefore relies heavily on 

voluntary donations and fund raising events. It costs £15,000 a day to run the organization, so the 

message is ‘if you can help, please do’.     

After tea and sandwiches the raffle was held, and the meeting closed with Paul reminding everybody 

of the next trip on 19 June. 

Colin McKay 

‘THEN AND NOW 

 IN STOURTON CAUNDLE’ 

AN ILLUSTRATED TALK BY PHIL KNOTT 
IN THE SKITTLE ALLEY OF THE TROOPER 

FRIDAY 18 JULY: 7.30PM 



Naturally Thinking 

Our opposite neighbour has an interesting family of jackdaws that have been born and raised in the chimney pots.  

They are a source of great amusement to Brian and me who watch them from our bedroom window.  There seem to 

be eight of them – though whether they are two families, one in each chimney pot, or one very large family I’m not 

sure.  Each morning they gather on the TV aerials and roof ridges and practise flying off to gather breakfast.  

Sometimes one of them brings back a large crust which is rather unmanageable for a young jackdaw who hasn’t quite 

got the hang of balancing while trying to shred his meal and he invariably drops it.  Some of the others chase it before 

it rolls into the gutter and they slither down the roof then try to stagger up again, often unable to manage this in one 

go.     

Our neighbour was watching an adult trying to get onto the bird feeder one day.  After a few unsuccessful attempts, it 

gave up and contemplated the problem from the ground.  Then it flew up, batted the feeder with its feet so that seeds 

or peanuts (depending on which feeder it was on) were dislodged onto the ground.  Having found that this was the 

most successful way of getting at them, it repeated the process several times.  Jackdaws aren’t so daft as they 

sometimes seem.      

A strange thing was happening in our greenhouse.  The apple mint suddenly sprouted three unusual buds – only they 

weren’t buds, they were clusters of tiny golden-backed spiders, each one no larger than a pin head.  When the bud was 

touched, a few of these spiders dispersed then, after a few moments, scampered back to their siblings.  Each day the 

buds changed shape and size as the spiders swopped from one cluster to another, until after about three or four days 

they vanished altogether.  There’s no sign of them now but I have a suspicion that one day we’ll not be able to get into 

the greenhouse for webs.     

In the meantime, Brian discovered, on a leaf of the same plant, a small brownish-red moth.  It had delta-shaped wings, 

each one spotted with an orange and yellow dot and was scarcely bigger than my little finger nail.  Having just read in 

someone else’s nature notes that one of the UK’s rarest moths had established a breeding colony in Cornwall, and 

finding nothing like it in my moth book, we got very excited, so I emailed its description off to my butterfly/moth 

expert.   He who knows all things on tiny wings replied that it was probably a pyrausta aurata, a micro moth, and 

therefore not likely to be in a general book like mine. It is around twice a year, in May and June and July and August, 

and one of its favourite foods is – yes, you’ve guessed it – mint.  And it’s not rare.  What a pity.     

We have now been out three times to listen for nightingales at Lydlinch, without much success.  The first two 

occasions were cool, windy and damp and although we heard just enough from one to confirm that he was 

somewhere around, he refused to sing more than a few notes.  On the third occasion, it was warmer and quite still.  

We stood beside the gate for several minutes, listening.  The air was mild and heavy with the scent of hawthorn and at 

last we heard two of them, one in each direction.  Alas,  neither gave the virtuoso performance that we were longing 

to hear, but more than on the previous two occasions.  We’ll go again, both in the evening and morning and hopefully 

they will oblige.   

Friends of ours went to Alners Gorse one morning and heard them in full throttle.   According to the butterfly 

conservation man there are at least four pairs down there.  When I heard them for the first time at Lydlinch there were 

several pairs on both sides of the road.  Perhaps they’re just having a bit of a rest this year.   

After a few weeks away from the peanuts in our garden, the great spotted woodpecker returned, pecking away at first 

one lot of nuts then another.  It’s usually the male who comes, easily distinguished by his red cap, though one day a 

few years ago, we had male, female and youngster in the garden all at the same time.   Although several of our near 

neighbours have visiting green woodpeckers, they seem to avoid us, perhaps because our lawn is quite small.  They are 

the largest of the three woodpeckers that breed in Britain, being green on their  upper parts, as the name would 

suggest,  with paler bellies, bright yellow rump and red caps. They have an undulating, bouncy flight and a loud, 

laughing call, often called a ‘yaffle’.    

A few days ago, we walked down what we call ‘Orchid Lane’.  It’s not the best time for them yet – we were too late for 

the early purples and a bit too early for the common spotteds (how could they call an orchid ‘common’?)  We did, 

however find quite a lot of twayblades, which, although a whitish-green and therefore not particularly noticeable, are 

still a pleasure to come across.  It was a beautiful afternoon and the deciduous woodland which is on one side of the 

lane was full of bird song, and the coniferous side rather dark and foreboding in spite of the sunshine.  Tracks came out 

of each woodland, reappearing on the opposite side of the lane – used mostly by deer, by the looks of  the little hoof 

marks in the mud. 

Spring seems to be especially glorious this year.  Sometimes I think I’d like to hold on to it for ever, but then what 

would I have to look forward to next year?      

                   Margaret Waddingham 



Garden Club Report  
The weather on Sunday, 18 May was perfect for the Garden Club plant sale held in 

the garden of The Old Vicarage.  Having arrived early to set up the stalls, the 

committee and helpers waited anxiously for 11am to come round, wondering 

whether there would be any buyers for the hundreds of plants on offer, garden 

club members having been very busy rearing plants for sale over the previous 

months. Books and sundries were also on offer, while Nikki Hale had a wide range 

of jams and chutneys on her table.  No-one need have worried, as what seemed 

like half the village appeared ‘on the dot’ to try to grab the best bargains.  Buyers 

and browsers, both from within the village and from further afield, continued to 

appear throughout the morning and into afternoon resulting in  the event being 

an almost complete sell-out.  Even that noted gardener, William Webb, made an 

appearance and was seen to buy some plants!   

The tea and cake corner also enjoyed a roaring trade all day, and as a result of this and the sales, nearly 

£800 was collected for club funds.  The enthusiasm of the helpers and the keenness of the visitors made 

for a really enjoyable occasion and it was especially pleasing to see such a cross-section of villagers, 

including a couple of youngsters who bagged two oak and two walnut trees for three pounds after 

coming down just for a piece of cake and some squash!  

Many people worked very hard to make a success of the day, including the gardeners who spent the 

spring sowing, planting and potting up material for the day.  However, a special vote of thanks is due to 

Maureen and Tim Villiers for offering their garden for the day and for providing tables, chairs and the 

use of their kitchen.   

     Broken Nails 

   Garden Tip 
You will reap the benefits of regularly feeding your flowering containers. 

Hanging baskets would appreciate a feed of tomato fertilizer every 9/10 

days.  

‘THEN & NOW’ EXHIBITION, 

WITH FLOWERS 
SATURDAY 19 & SUNDAY 20  JULY 

IN ST PETER’S CHURCH 
******************* 

CONCERT BY THE MILL SINGERS 
SATURDAY 19 JULY AT 7.30PM  

IN ST PETER’S CHURCH 

Any articles or correspondence published in this magazine do not necessarily reflect the views of the Committee or 

the Editor. Reproduction of any articles is prohibited without the prior permission of the Editor. 

 

We try to ensure the accuracy of the content of  THE STOURTON CAUNDLER, but cannot guarantee that it will 

always be current, accurate or complete.  The inclusion of advertisements is not a recommendation of the goods or 

services of those advertising.  The Committee and the Editor cannot be held responsible for negative consequences 

arising as a result of doing business with advertisers and recommend that you confirm appropriate references and 

any professional qualifications of advertisers for yourself. 



All Saints Primary School 
Here at All Saints in Bishops Caundle we have begun our summer term with great enthusiasm. The 

children are set for an exciting term with many excursions throughout the year groups, one of which is 

to Hampton Court Palace, (that’s Henry VIII’s palace) to enrich their Tudor learning. Other trips will be 

to Leeson House, Carymoor Environmental Centre, Ryewater Farm and the big one after half term – 

the annual residential to Weymouth for Year 6! 

Daily swimming will begin after half-term in our very own swimming pool, where every child swims 

come rain or shine. I will add that they do love this! 

The Year 6 children are all set and prepared for their assessment tests, which will then lead them into 

their last weeks in primary school. We all feel a slight sadness at this, even though the learning journey 

must continue for them. However we are happy in the knowledge that they will have had a positive, 

caring and fun learning experience here with us, one which we are sure will continue in the schools 

they are moving on to.  

Of course, we look forward to welcoming our little newbies in September to fill the gap left behind. We 

shall be meeting them this term as they come on a series of transition visits to learn what school is all 

about. 

Wishing everyone a happy fun-filled summer from all at All Saints CE VC Primary School.    

              Mrs Angela Green, Teaching Assistant 

Village Tennis Tournament 2014 
The village tennis tournament will take place on Sunday, 3 August, by kind permission of Oliver and 

Sue Simon and Terry and Vinny Taylor. Play will begin at 9am and we shall hope to finish at 

approximately 5pm.  There will be a lunch break at 1pm.  

Following feedback from the last tournament, it has been decided to run the tournament as a mixed 

doubles tournament this year. People will be invited to enter as individuals, at a cost of £4 per player 

(to include a glass of Pimms at  close of play).  Once final numbers are known, a draw will take place 

to decide the pairings. 

Numbers will once again be restricted to a maximum of 24 players, six pairs at Manor Farm and six at 

Barley Close.  Places  will be allocated on a first come, first served basis. Please note that the final 

date for entries will be Sunday 6
 
 July.  

Entries should be sent by e-mail to either Pete Smith at annandpete75@hotmail.co.uk or Wendy 

Keenan at thekeenans@btinternet.com. We regret that no players under the age of 16 years may 

participate. Do please contact us as soon as possible to avoid disappointment. 

As in previous years, we very much hope that non players will lend their support on the day. We look 

forward to lots of fun and no doubt some exciting play! 

Wendy Keenan 

Letter to The Editor 
Sir 

 

I am sure that there will be many residents of Stourton Caundle  and the  surrounding area 

who will join with me in thanking Mike Baker  for all his excellent service and support over 

many years. 

 

We wish him and Pauline a long and happy retirement. 

 

Eric Dummett 



Culinary Corner 

Rhubarb and banana cake 

A moist cake that can be treated like an upside-down cake – delicious fresh and 

slightly warm! 

Ingredients 

Method 

Pre-heat oven to 180C/350F/gas mark 4.  Grease and flour a 22cm/9 inch deep cake tin. 

1. Cream butter and sugar, add eggs and beat well. 

2. Sift flour with soda and salt and add to butter cream alternately with the milk. 

3. Add chopped rhubarb (and banana, if using), vanilla and lemon juice, folding in well. 

4. Put into tin and top cake with sugar mixed with cinnamon, nuts and butter. 

5. Bake for 40 – 45 minutes.  Leave in tin for at least 30 minutes before turning out. 

Jenny Cottrell 

Cake 

125g butter 

340g brown sugar 

2 eggs 

250g flour 

1 tsp bicarbonate of soda 

pinch of salt 

1 cup of milk 

200g chopped rhubarb plus 100g sliced banana 

(or 300g chopped rhubarb only) 

1 tsp vanilla essence 

1 tbsp lemon juice 

Topping 

40g granulated sugar 

1 tsp ground cinnamon 

50g chopped walnuts 

1 tsp melted butter 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of Stourton Caundle 

Held on Wednesday, 14 May 2014 in the Village Hall 
Unfortunately the meeting date clashed with the Garden Club’s outing to Castle Gardens so a number of 

people were unable to attend.  However, reports were written and read to the meeting. 

Present: C. Jones, A. Harris, R. Paull, O. Simon, D. Tremlett, P. Lane. S. Harris, District Councillor Graham 

Carr-Jones and 35 members of the public. 

Apologies were received from H. Walker, E. Dummett, V. Taylor, G. Holdstock,  

J. Waltham, District Councillor Batty-Smith and County Councillor P. Batstone. 

 

Clive Jones, Chairman of the Parish Council welcomed 35 visitors, members of the Parish Council and 

District Councillor Carr-Jones to the meeting. 

 

The minutes of the meeting held on 22 May 2013 were approved and signed. 

Matters Arising: The Dorset Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty,  AONB, has supplied details of how to 

obtain replacement letters for the fingerposts.  Cllr. Carr-Jones said there are volunteers in the area who 

are repairing the signs; it would be a good community project. 

 

Representatives of the following village organisations gave their annual reports: 

Allotments.  John Waltham reported management problems last year which had led to the allotments 

being split into four individual areas.  Now seven individuals or groups are using the allotments to grow 

fruit, vegetables and community spirit, which is working well.  Bonfires are no longer permitted. 

Events Committee 2013/14.  John also reported a low profile year for the events committee which had 

depleted its funds after the large donation to All Saints School for the learning centre.  The village concert 

resulted in the funds now standing at over £800.  An application is expected to support a summer event in 

the village and suggestions for any community events, or applications from village organisations who feel 

the committee or community fund could be useful, are welcome. 



Footpath Liaison Officer 

Janie Harris reported overgrown stiles which she is trying to clear.  No new reports of faulty stiles have 

been received but one by the bridge across the brook has been reported and Janie will chase up as nothing 

has been done about it.  Fields ploughed right up to the hedges make walking difficult. 

Garden Club 

Chairman, Howard ffitch reported another good year with steady membership from the village and 

surrounding areas.  The season now starts with an extra meeting in September. Three visits took place in 

2013, the highlight being Cameron McIntosh’s garden at Stavordale.  Flower show entries were up by 50%, 

although children’s entries were disappointing. The show ended with a splendid tea and auction of 

produce.  January’s supper was much enjoyed, with exceptional food. The forthcoming plant sale on 18 

May was eagerly awaited. 

 Homewatch 

Keith Murphy continues to act as co-ordinator and sends ‘Ringmaster’ messages and alerts when 

appropriate which are greatly appreciated. 

Parochial Church Council 

Terry Taylor reported the retirement of both churchwardens, Jane Colville and Gill Sanders, after a decade 

in office, to whom a great debt of thanks is owed. They have been replaced by David Jeanes and Vinny 

Taylor.  Andrew Oliver also stepped down as chairman of the Fabric Committee after eight years’ hard 

work. Thanks were due to Andrew and Eric Dummett, Clive Jones and Richard Miles who attend to regular 

upkeep and maintenance tasks.  Eric has taken over from Andrew and masterminded redecoration, the 

nave floor and replacement of the old worm-eaten chairs as well as other projects. There is extra seating 

with folding chairs now also available. 

Chris Holdstock and numerous helpers organised a very good harvest supper and a Christmas quiz raised a 

remarkable £1,919.79 including the draw which Colin and Margaret Mackay organised. More events are 

planned, including a concert by the Mill Singers on 19 July.  

Easter, Harvest, Remembrance and Christmas are always well attended services; three baptisms were 

celebrated and Julian and Anita Shardlow make a point of attending to welcome the families.  Michelle 

Smith has run workshops in the church for younger children in the village to create seasonal decorations 

and prepare for the carol service.  Children from Bishops Caundle School have made and given Easter and 

Christmas windows and a poppy screen for Remembrance Sunday.  Emma Moss has been cleaning the 

church as part of the Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award. 

Terry extended thanks to all the members of the PCC and members of the community who help in so many 

ways: Gay Liversidge who organises the church flowers, Sue New the organist, Chas Williams who looks 

after the church clock, Gerry Holdstock the treasurer and all volunteers who create wonderful flower 

arrangements and lock and unlock the church. 

Stourton Caundle Sports Club 

Pete Smith reported an increase of membership to 35 and the introduction of another session of short mat 

bowling on Monday evenings.  A new table tennis table has been obtained where a regular group of ladies 

have great fun. New members are always welcome, especially in the 20 to 50 age group but the club 

continues to thrive and more than covers its costs. 

The Stourton Caundler magazine 

Eric Dummett reported changes to the committee and a full complement of advertisers which covers 

printing costs.  The magazine has been distributed free of charge, ten times during the year, to every 

household within the curtilage of the village. Some extra copies are purchased by ex-villagers and friends 

of the village.  Thanks to the committee for their hard work and support especially editor Tim Villiers who 

is to retire shortly.  A new editor is invited to apply. 



Village Hall Management Committee 

Vinny Taylor reported that the hall is now in use most weekdays.  There have been a number of 

improvements including new windows in the main hall, a large screen for Power Point and projector 

presentations fixed to the side wall, a projector stand, a trolley for moving hall chairs, new water 

heaters in the lavatories, a new meter for the heating boiler for the main hall, a new timer switch for the 

car park light and new switches for the stage lights and up lights which are easier to use. 

Thanks are due to the committee and secretary Anita Shardlow, Oliver Simon the treasurer, Jackie Elliot 

the letting officer, Anna Oliver who runs the 100 Club with her helpers, raising much needed funds, 

Gerry Holdstock who audits the accounts and Roger Paull who is the designated licensee.  Special thanks 

also to Harry Dike who quietly does so much to keep the hall in good order. 

100 Club 

Anna Oliver reported a membership of 240, which includes nearly all the residents of the village, which 

raises £1,400 a year divided equally between draw prizes and funds for the upkeep of the hall. Anna 

expressed her gratitude to Fleur Miles and Delia Lane who help collect payments, run the draw and 

distribute prizes when Anna is away. 

Website 

It was noted that Gerry Holdstock manages the attractive village website which he has revamped in the 

last year.  Statistics show that it is being visited with increasing frequency, possibly by both villagers 

looking for up-to-date information about events and by potential visitors or house buyers seeking 

information about the village. 

Welcome Club 

Chairman, Philip Knott, reported a lively year for the 50 members, with a mix of talks ranging from 

Sherborne from Saxon times and the journey of the River Stour, nostalgic songs from the 60s, a treasure 

hunt ending at Manor Farm for tea, basket weaving, entertainment from Mark Paull the local comedian 

and raconteur, history of dodgem cars and local author Sarah Challis talking about her change of career 

from teaching to becoming a well-known fiction writer.  Three outings took place during the year, to 

Hestercombe Gardens, Dunster Castle and Minehead and the New Forest and a tribute show to 

Morecombe and Wise. 

Parish Council Chairman’s Report 

Clive Jones reported a wide variety of Parish Council planning applications, ranging from house 

extensions to garages and a tree house and also to listed roof repairs.  May 2013 saw the installation of 

the defibrillator and a well attended drop-in training session in June.  Thankfully, it has not been needed 

and thanks were extended to The Trooper for allowing it to be situated on the outside wall of the pub. 

Roads in the village were surface dressed last summer but the extreme weather in the winter washed 

most of it away, leaving the roads worse than they were before being re-dressed.  Highways are now 

dressing them again and it is hoped it will last longer this time. 

The majority of the Parish Council’s budget is used to pay for grass cutting in the cemetery and play area 

and the clerk’s salary, with grants being given to the village hall and the PCC for cemetery wall repairs,  

at the request of the individual committees. It had been agreed that the precept should be increased by 

a small amount to keep up with inflation, to increase the fund to purchase new IT equipment to replace 

the ageing unit used by the Clerk and to help finance new fencing in the play area. Thanks were 

extended to the Clerk and the committee whose support and debate at the meetings is valued.   

Terry Taylor, speaking on behalf of the village thanked Clive Jones, Sue Harris and the parish council for 

the work that they do. 

 

The Parish Council AGM followed the Annual Parish Meeting; Hedley Walker was elected Chairman, in 

his absence but with his permission, with Alban Harris becoming Vice-Chairman. Janie Harris agreed to 

continue as Footpath Liaison Officer and Oliver Simon and Roger Paull will continue as Village Hall 

committee representatives. 

 



The AGM was followed by a business meeting, attended by the Parish Council and 12 members of the 

public. 

 

The Parish Council had paid half the cost of the cemetery wall repair and planning permission had been 

granted by NDDC for a garage at The Beeches in Rowden Mill Lane. 

 

A planning application for solar panels on the roof of No.2 Pophams was discussed.  There were strong 

objections from Grange Cottage but other neighbours had no objections.  Richard Miles explained the 

reasons for his objection and a concern that the panels would detract from the appearance of the beautiful 

garden which is opened to the public under the NGS Yellow Book scheme.  The garden extends along 

behind 1 and 2 Pophams. Dr Miles had prepared a detailed survey of 23 villages and only a quarter of them 

have solar panels visible from the main street, all facing south, and he said  that in Stourton Caundle, there 

are eight properties with solar panels within a 200 metre square area and the parish council needs to be 

mindful of the appearance of the village. 

It was suggested that doubts about the costs and efficiency were not a planning issue. 

Parish Councillors were unanimous in their decision not to object. 

Richard Miles felt this was his only opportunity to put his case but District Councillor Carr-Jones pointed out 

that the District Council would make the final decision, not the parish council. 

 

The caravan site was briefly discussed under Any Other Business and discussions are ongoing about moving 

the site further away from properties, but still in the same field. The ‘campers’ are good for the village and 

local economy. 

Parish maintenance is to be discussed at the next meeting and comments will be welcome about this.  Do 

we want to share the cost of the Stalbridge town orderly who can litter pick, and do any other maintenance 

required around the village? He may be able to organise another dog poo bin as well.  This does, of course, 

come at a cost. 

                  Sue Harris, Clerk 

 

Stourton Caundle League of Golfers 

 
The April winners were:   

1. Simon Price (guest)  23 pts 

2. Louis Paull   22 pts 

3. Mark Paull   18 pts 

‘THEN AND NOW’ IN  

STOURTON CAUNDLE 

SATURDAY 19 & SUNDAY 20 JULY  

2.00 -5.30PM  

OPEN GARDENS  

AND CREAM TEAS 



Richard (Dick) Gillam  
Dick Gillam passed away at his home in Sturminster Newton on 28 April, aged 83. Dick was 

born and brought up at Hammoon and trained as a painter and decorator with the rural 

district council after leaving school. Returning to the district douncil after his National Service 

Dick and a work colleague Ray Snook, who had trained as a carpenter, formed a partnership 

to launch the Sturminster Newton-based building contractors Gillam and Snook. Dick lived at 

Melway, located opposite the Drove Road junction, and named after his two sons Melvin and 

Wayne, during the 1960s and early 1970s. He purchased the property in a dilapidated state 

after the thatched roof had caved in and converted the remaining shell of the building into a 

chalet bungalow. During the 1960s the builders’ yard and workshop were located at the rear 

of Melway, with the workshop providing changing facilities for the football team following the 

1971 hut fire. 

 

At the inaugural meeting of the football club, in the spring of 1968, Dick was elected as Chairman and Jim Rowland as 

President, along with Peter Knott as Vice Chairman, Jennifer Knott as Treasurer and Dennis Shapland as Secretary. The football 

club evolved into the sports club the following year, when the premises of the former Young Men’s Club, adjoining the village 

hut, were re-opened following rewiring and redecoration.  The future significance of the appointments of Dick and Jim could 

not have been realised at the time, but the partnership they went on to form proved to be the most important and successful 

working relationship ever, for the benefit of the local community and the social life of the village.  

 

Disaster struck in January 1971 when a fire completely gutted the village hut and the adjoining Young Men’s Club, in an early 

morning blaze. The contents, including a full sized snooker table and table tennis tables and the Friendly Society banners were 

also destroyed. The Sturminster Newton fire brigade arrived with two water tenders, and found the building ablaze from end 

to end.  

 

After exploring a number of options, Dick managed to acquire the temporary use of the former schoolroom at Stalbridge 

Weston, for the two sports club table tennis teams entered in the Shaftesbury and District League. Then, following his purchase 

of the former congregational chapel in 1972, Oliver Simon kindly gave permission for the use of the building by the sports club. 

The pews were removed and a water supply connected to provide basic washing facilities for football team members after 

home matches. The chapel also provided accommodation for a weekly youth club meeting.     

The village hut committee was wound up and a new committee formed with the objective of raising the funds and acquiring 

the grant and loan funding required to build a new hall and a clubroom for the sports club.  The vision and leadership provided 

by Dick Gillam and Jim Rowland was the key to the successful outcome with the whole village uniting behind them during the 

next three years. Alan Blades joined them, also making a significant contribution to the successful outcome, by applying for 

grant funding, negotiating a loan from Dorset County Council to cover the shortfall, setting up the charitable trust, putting in 

place a constitution for the future management of the hall and resolving the problems with the land ownership. This was 

achieved as the result of the kind offer from Sam and David Harris to provide an additional burial ground adjoining the 

cemetery, in exchange for the transfer of land, originally donated by the family in the early 1920s to provide a site for the hut, 

to the hall committee, without having to pay the Church Commissioners the estimated site value.  

Fund raising activities included fortnightly bingo sessions at Sturminster Newton Hall, with Dick as the caller and two buses 

organised to transport bingo players from the surrounding parishes. A refreshments caravan, acquired by Dick and converted 

with the help of a band of volunteers, sited on the A303 holiday route to the West Country during summer weekends, was 

staffed by a rota of volunteers both day and night. Gymkhanas and exemption dog shows were held on the Spring Bank Holiday 

Mondays of 1972 and 1973, with Mrs Olive Rowland as Show Secretary.  Dick encased a builders’ dumper to simulate a steam 

engine, pulling a trailer fitted with seating, to provide a popular children’s ride.  In the same years the caravan was towed to 

the Stourpaine Steam rally, where volunteers manned a tombola stall on a rota basis throughout the three-day event, selling 

tickets to try and win a bottle of whisky or a cuddly toy.    

 

With the legal problems over ownership of the land resolved, a design identified that could be built within the available budget, 

funding in place and planning permission granted, work was finally able to start. Jim Rowland took on the role of Project 

Manager, with Gillam and Snook tendering for, and winning, the contract to build the hall, along with the adjoining clubroom. 

The sports club had raised sufficient funds to build the clubroom and purchase a replacement full-sized snooker table. The hall, 

along with the adjoining clubroom, was completed and officially opened in  May 1974. An annual dinner and dance was held 

each subsequent year, until escalating costs and dwindling support resulted in its cancellation.  

 

The current residents of Stourton Caundle owe an enormous debt to Dick Gillam and Jim Rowland, who along with the support 

of Alan Blades and the 1971 committee grasped the opportunity to provide the village with a first-class community facility for 

future generations of Stourton Caundle residents.             

 Phil Knott 



Profile of a Stourton Caundler 
Michelle Smith was born in Cambridge where she lived with her family for the 

first 12 years of her life. Although her family was based in Cambridge,  she has 

Dorset roots as her maternal grandmother hails from Tarrant Keynston.  Her 

first schooling was in Cambridge, but when the family moved to Templecombe 

in 2000 Michelle attended King Arthur’s School at Wincanton. 

Following GSCE exams Michelle transferred to Yeovil College where she 

studied for A levels in Art and Design and Photography. She also gained 

qualifications in Life Drawing and Ceramics.  While she was a student Michelle 

took a trip to Rome where she says she fell in love with the Italian 

architecture. During this trip she visited the Coliseum which she describes as 'magical' and provided 

inspiration for her art and photography, a place to which she would love to return.  One of her favourite 

artists is Monet as she admires his technique of using individual strokes to create a painting, and her 

favourite Monet painting is of the bridge and the water lilies at Giverny.  

Following A levels Michelle decided that student life at university was not for her and she became assistant 

manager in Miss Selfridge in Denners department store in Yeovil.  

During her time at Yeovil College she met her partner Adam whom she has been with for the past 10 years.  

In 2008 their daughter Bethany was born. The three of them moved into Veales five years ago, getting the 

key to their house on Bethany’s first birthday.  Bethany is a pupil at All Saints Primary School at Bishops 

Caundle where she enjoys many activities particularly the multi-sports  and art after-school clubs. Michelle’s 

partner Adam is a health support worker. His family originally comes from Mere. 

Michelle is now self-employed doing a plethora of jobs ranging from gardening to office work. Michelle’s 

great love is her art and together with her mother she makes cards, plaques, calendars and other craft items 

which I am sure many of us have seen at The Trooper Craft Market and the Welcome Club Christmas Bazaar. 

She is hoping to make this a business with an online outlet. 

There is a terrific buzz at holiday times in St Peter’s Church when Michelle, with a friend, runs art and craft 

workshops for the village children. These range from cards for Mothering Sunday to Christmas decorations.  

Her other voluntary work also calls on her artistic talents as she runs art classes for the pupils at All Saints 

Primary School.  Her connection with the school does not end there as she is also joint secretary of the 

Parent Teacher Association. 

Although Michelle has a very busy working and family life, she enjoys gardening and spends time growing her 

own vegetables. She is also hoping to start enjoying her photography again which may develop into a 

business opportunity in the future. Michelle considers herself very lucky to live in Stourton Caundle and 

benefit from its beautiful surroundings which inspire her photography. 

Michelle is clearly a great asset to the village and is a breath of fresh air on THE STOURTON CAUNDLER 

team, which she has joined recently.                

Chris Holdstock 

Caption Competition 
We had asked readers to suggest a caption for this ‘spring madness’ 

photo. 

The entries were put to the Caundler team anonymously, (with the 

Chairman standing aside in case his casting vote be needed!) 

The winning entry: 

‘Why doesn’t he take the tomatoes to the greenhouse?’ 

was submitted by Eric Dummett, who therefore wins the bottle of wine 

offered as a prize. 


