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Please present all contributions for the next  issue to the editor by 

 Wednesday 17th June 2020 
Please use only “Word” documents when sending contributions  

by e-mail if possible.  thecaundler@stourtoncaundle.org.uk 

We would also love to hear from young contributors.  

Lost and Found 
 
These glasses were found on the bridle way behind the village. They are now with 
Sarah on 07896261013 if anyone would like to claim them.  
 

A Message from Dorset Council;    
 
Don’t be afraid to ask for help and support.  No-one should go without food or essential meds, 
or feel lonely or frightened.  Support is available for anyone who needs it. 
How to get in touch for support and help: 
DORSET COVID-19 Response Helpline   01305 221000 
 
Care and Safeguarding concerns, urgent food/meds requests where limited support is available.  
Call 01305 221000   8.00am – 8.00 pm 7 days a week.   
Or e mail communityresponse@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk 
 
Voluntary and community support  - Age UK are co-ordinating requests for help – including 
issues of loneliness or isolation. Call 01305 269444 or e mail enquiries@ageuknswd.org.uk 
Support for carers - Carers Support Dorset  Call 0800 368 8349 or e mail 
admin@carerssupportdorset.co.uk 
 

 

The Grove Medical Centre and The Apples Medical 
Centre, Sherborne  

 

**REQUEST TO PATIENTS**  
 
Due to our limited supplies of face masks, if you have an 
appointment at the surgery and have your own mask or 
facial covering (doesn't need to be medical grade) we would 
really appreciate it if you could please wear it to save our 
supplies. We would also ask that if you are able, please 
attend the surgery on your own. Thank you so much! 



 
THE SPRING GARDEN 

  
By the time you read this, Spring will be well over but its importance to the gardening year will not have 
diminished, especially, if you are like me retired.              
When one is still working one is off and out and the short days hide the absence of interest in the garden but 
retirement is different and a blank garden to look out on can be depressing. For me the late winter/early spring 
garden sets the seasons rolling and can add such joy at the darkest time of year when a boost is needed. 
I have planted thousands of Snowdrops (mainly by division), baby Cyclamen, Crocus, Hellebores, Pulmonarias, 
Primroses, Leucojums, early Arabis, Grape Hyacinths and of course early Daffoldils. 
 The Cyclamen and Snowdrops are in flower from mid-January, the bright magentas and pinks of the Cyclamen 
set off by the white of the Snowdrops. On a dull day it gives such a fillip. Pulmonarias in pink, white, dark and 
light blue come along soon after together with the clear yellow of massed primroses. By this time the 
Hellebores have also got going, I prefer white as they show up so well and also seem to sit up a bit straighter. 
The early Daffoldils and Crocus add yet another layer of interest and as the Snowdrops fade they are replaced 
by the taller Leucojums (The Spring Snowflake) with their hanging bell like flowers. 
 To all the bulbs can be added shrubs, Viburnums, Winter Jasmine and Osmanthus to get the multi-layed 
effect.. 
In one part of the garden this Spring medley is the best it gets for the whole year and what a joy it is. 
 I am still adding more, the earliest Tulips for example; but now, while Spring isn't too distant a memory, is the 
time to make a list of what to plant in the garden come Autumn for that wonderful late Winter/Spring boost. 
 
Howard ffitch. 

 

 

 

 

 

Osmathus Delavayi 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Viburnum Burkwood 

Church News 
 

We are still waiting further instructions having regard to the reopening of our churches. Meanwhile 
we can join streamed services taken by the Rural Dean.   To access these, go to Online services 
and events - Okeford Benefice, and  follow the instructions to join the zoom meetings for Sunday 
services at 10.30am and morning prayer at 9.30am on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, and 
Fridays. 
The Churchwardens are allowed to go into our church to see that all is well and to check the 
organ and we are very grateful to William Webb who is keeping the clock running on time. 
 It is wonderful to hear how villagers are helping each other and to see so many of you walking the 
wheel. As always, if any of you need help or support, please contact the Churchwardens.        

                                      Vinny Taylor  



 

                                 The Ice Saints  
 
As a novice gardener I was completely unaware of the Ice Saints and the folklore surrounding them, which 
would have better prepared me for the devastation of the recent frosts in my garden! A letter in the Telegraph 
on 13th of May relating to the Ice Saints inspired me to learn more!  
The Ice Saints are St Marmertus , St Pancras and St Servatius with the collective belief that their days 
11,12,13th of May respectively bring cold weather and the last frosts of the year. In some areas of Europe the 
Ice Saints also include St Boniface (May  14th) and St Sophia ( May 15th). The French farmer will refer to not 
planting out until after St Servatius Day ( a useful saint who also assists the gardener against rodents and 
Rheumatism !) whereas in other parts of Europe it is after St Sophia’s Day May15th .  
One other date to remember is St Dustan’s day on the 19th of May. Legend has it that he ran a brewery at 
Glastonbury Abbey and was in competition with the cider growers. He sold his soul to the Devil in return for 
a frost on the 19th of May to kill off the apple blossom. I remember an old man where we lived in Hampshire 
telling me not to plant my tender plants until the 20th of May! I wish I had known about the Saints!  
 

Sally-Ann Barrett  
 

(This is something important to add to the diary for next year. Ed) 

A PERSONAL VIEW OF THE NEWT 
        
The Newt hotel and Gardens, the former Hadspen House and Estate, 
opened in 2019 after 6 years of development and planning. Formerly the home of the Hobhouse Family for six 
generations, it was purchased in 2013 by Koos Bekker, a South African billionaire, and his wife Karen Roos, and 
renamed the Emily Estate in honour of Emily Hobhouse, who in the early 20th Century was an activist in South 
Africa during the second Boer war against the concentration camps set up by theBritish to hem in the 
indigenous and Boer population. 
Karen Roos was already well known in South Africa as both the editor of Elle Decoration, South Africa, and for 
a similar project to The Newt in South Africa, involving the conversion of an 18th Century house and farm in 
the winelands to a luxury hotel with fabulous gardens, called Babylonstoren, with the emphasis on wine 
production and well-being. The Bekkers reputedly fell in love with Hadspen and commenced the project, 
renaming the house and gardens “the Newt “after the Great-crested newts found on the site, causing a year’s 
delay whilst the newts were safely moved).  
This reviewer has not been lucky enough to visit the Hotel, but has made numerous visits to the Gardens, and 
eaten at both the Garden Restaurant and the Cyder Barn. 
My first visit late June 2019 was mind blowing. The sheer scale, inspiration and money (apparently over £50M) 
that had gone into this project were overwhelming. From arrival in the beautifully laid out car park planted with 
trees and bee friendly plants, to the walk through the woods on the specially constructed wooden walk way a 



and entering the Threshing Barn you realised this was no ordinary open garden. (Subsequently a ticket office has 
now been erected before the Barn). Tickets are downloaded through an app on your phone (paper copies are 
available) and whilst expensive if only used once, can be used for the rest of the year. Just remember to take 
your phone! I would also recommend booking a free garden tour. 
Walking out of the Threshing Barn (which also has a very tasteful and expensive gift shop) you pass the Cyder 
press, the Cyder barn cafe (open air with   blankets thoughtfully provided). My only criticisms were the exotic 
ice creams, which were not to most children’s taste, and the long wait. I did pick up a wasp deterrent tip later in 
the summer which is to put dried used coffee grains in a foil dish and light the granules. It does work - if you can 
get the coffee to light! 
The trees in the Cyder Barn area were all recently planted and over 40 years old. A large number of the trees in 
the gardens were also recently planted, 
some over 80 years old - all from a specialist company in Belgium. The wavy hedge. near the lawn looking up to 
the house was 120 years old and planted in November 2018. 
The gardens stretch before you - the woodland area planted with lots of wildflowers and herbs, the chicken 
house (like a holiday let!), the apple maze and  the kitchen gardens. The Garden Restaurant was first class and 
sitting out on the terrace looking over the entire estate while eating a delicious lunch was heaven. 
The apple maze is set in the walls of the garden developed by Penelope Hobhouse, a well-known English 
Gardener, in the 60’s, and transformed again ten   years after she had left by Nori and Sandra Pope who 
developed the famous monochrome colourist planting scheme ( bulldozed by Niall Hobhouse after they left). 
The whole estate is dedicated to the apple with over 3000 trees already planted, and cyder and apple juice being 
produced for sale. Various sculptures also pay homage to the apple. The apple maze itself is a wonder of planting 
with over 270 named varieties of apples all planted in regional groups. All the underplanting is thyme and 
rosemary - again to attract bees which is a theme of the estate. Unfortunately none of us were able to see the 
blossom this year! 
The kitchen garden again oozed money with wonderful fruit cages, attractive wicker containers for rhubarb - 
everything planted with design in mind - and apple trees growing in strategic places and trained in shapes. One of 
the gardeners told us that things at one end were slightly out of line and it all had to come up and be redone. 
There are other smaller areas - a garden showcase by the large fish pond area with typical late Victorian carpet 
planting, the watercourse steps with bog plants on either side down to where bronze toads spurt out water to 
the delight of children, a restored gardener’s cottage ( intended to be an ice cream stop this year) set in a 
Gertrude Jekyll inspired garden, the colour gardens of red, white and blue(possibly a nod to the Popes), a grass 
garden and the rather dull lawn area looking up to the House/Hotel with a forbidding wall which needs roses! 
There is a glass conservatory with wondrous plants (sometimes they serve tea and coffee there) and a new area 
of planted tree ferns. 
There is a farm shop with local produce (delicious bread) which no doubt will increase in size, and one shouldn't 
forget the wonderful loos with beautiful soap and hand cream (on asking about the hand cream I was told they 
don't stock it in the shop as they are bringing out their own range!) 
So overall even as a very novice gardener I can see why true gardeners/plantsmen are not so taken with the 
Newt. It is inspirational and the vision extraordinary. However to me it is a “Destination” rather than a garden 
and the opulence is staggering. It showcases the best in rural craftsmanship from the little hands on the metal 
gates, the Newts on the wall, sculptures, buildings and quality. Everything has been considered in detail and it is a 
celebration of rural life in, spectacular form. We should be grateful to the owners for securing the legacy of 
some rural crafts that are almost too expensive for today! 
My only niggle was the service in the Cyder Barn coffee shop, which on each visit has been very poor apart from 
one day when Karen Roos was sitting at the next table! I also feel they are not particularly keen to attract 
children! Finally it is not dog friendly. 
Do I love it? YES. Have I learnt from it? Yes - from the lights on the woodpiles as you walk in, planting herbs 
everywhere to attract bees, what grows where, that a vegetable garden can be beautiful, and oh yes -  the Wasp 
Deterrent! It is now free to visit the garden with all social distancing in place. 
 

Listen Out, There are Strange Goings on in the Night Hedgehog Roly Poly! 
 
Surprising Hedgehog behaviour caught on our night camera, called balling up.   
We were surprised to see one hedgehog sneak up behind another unsuspecting individual and headbutt it  
from behind sending it rolling along the ground. This fighting behaviour is to force another hedgehog away, 
and it's common for males to fight during the mating season. Where fights occur, they make aggressive 
snorting, grunting or clucking noises. Listen out for them. 
 
Jo Williams   



 
NATURALLY THINKING  

Margret Waddingham 
 

The recent months have given nature a breathing space, and us a chance to see what the world would 
be like without the heavy hand of man putting his foot in it, if you’ll pardon my mixed metaphors. 

Many birds, but especially those ground nesting ones, are doing better than usual. We are much more 
conscious of bird song now that they don’t have to compete with the roar of traffic and planes. All over the 
country there is a growing movement of people who have become involved in gardening which benefits 
nature enormously. Road kills have been dramatically reduced (very good news for toads I am told) and 
delays in verge cutting have meant that wild flowers are having an exceptional time, bringing an explosion of 
colour to the eye and pollen to the pollinators. Butterflies are doing rather well too, as are insects generally, 
perhaps because there aren’t so many windscreens upon which they can kill themselves. And of course, 
shrinking pollution belts everywhere have greatly improved the air quality giving us a glimpse of what things 
would be like with greatly reduced fossil fuels.   

So when all this finally ends, could we possibly maintain just a small level of sustainability for this 
improvement? Perhaps more people will work from home lessening the demand for more and more roads 
and public transport. Maybe we will think twice before jumping into our cars to reach beauty spots and 
beaches but keep up with a newly found interest in cycling and walking. Maybe the airliners will have to 
prune back a little.  Maybe.  

Here in England we luxuriated in the warm and dry weather, of April, although farmers and growers 
were once again the losers.  After the flooded fields during the wettest winter on record delaying crop 
planting, they then watched in disbelief as those same fields became cracked and arid.  

We, on the other hand, enjoyed it, breathing in warm, clean air and revelling in the wealth of wild 
flowers.  Everywhere things seemed to be in bloom all around us. My favourite outing for Genevieve and me 
(in other words my daily exercise) is up Holt Lane as far as the road will take me before it gives way to 
footpaths, then back again and down Rowden Mill Lane. The succession of wild flowers in Holt Lane was 
wonderful. One day towards mid-April I counted 21 varieties.  

I came across Harry one day, tidying up the plastic sleeves around the sapling oaks that the Council 
filled in between the older ones, many of which had died. I asked if he knew who had planted the original 
ones, and he told me that it was   Oliver Simon some 45 years ago.  Can there be any better legacy to give a 
village than a whole avenue of trees? 

The nice thing about Genevieve is that I am able to ‘amble‘, stopping frequently to catch sight of a 
particular bird or to examine the latest flower or insect. It is a lark filled place, filling the air with song.  

Holt Lane especially seemed to be alive with butterflies this year - yellow brimstones, peacocks, 
tortoiseshells, orange tips, holly blues, cabbage whites - sometimes they seem to get caught up in a stream of 
one way traffic and accompany me for several yards. And of course the views there are spectacular, with the 
distant hills of Blackmoor Vale rising up mistily and here and there glimpses of outlying homes and farms.   

I was delighted to find some milkmaids out in Rowden Mill Lane. - only a few but I’ve not seen them 
there before. There are two places in the hedgerow where I have often heard a bird chattering away with a 
rich, varied and musical song. I have a feeling that it may be a siskin but I’m really not very clever on 
birdsong. I stop as near to it as I can and although I can place where it is coming from, I can never see it. 
People keep telling me that they have watched hares in the fields down here but they are out of range for 
Genevieve and me.  

The house martins are back in their summer residences beneath the gutters at the front and back of my 
house. They make an awful mess once the babies come along, but I do love their friendly chatter near my 
bedroom window. I have only seen the occasional swallow and all who I meet say there are not nearly as 
many around as there used to be.   

I haven’t heard a cuckoo either, but my Hazlebury daughter says that there has been one cuckooing 
away in the fields behind them every morning for days. She has also heard one in Piddle Woods, and a friend 
who walks on Lydlinch Common in the early mornings recently has heard one joining in with at least six 
nightingales.   

It seems that whatever happens to us lot - humans, I mean - nature seems to be thriving on it.  At least 
we have that to be thankful for.  



Castle Gardens and Corvid 19 
 
REOPENING OUR GARDEN CENTRES  
 

    On Wednesday 13th May The Gardens Group at Castle Gardens in Sherborne, Brimsmore Gardens in 
Yeovil and Poundbury Gardens in Dorchester will reopen its doors. Things won’t be the same though, as 
before we closed, so I wanted to share some of the new measures and systems we’re putting into place. 

 
A NEW SHOPPING EXPERIENCE 
 
      In order to reopen, we have agreed a set of protocols with the government to ensure that we can keep 
customers and our teams stay safe. This includes a limited number of customers on site at any one time, 
separate entrance and exit doors and one-way systems both as you enter and when you queue to go through 
the tills. 
      We have erected screens at the tills and would prefer to only take credit card payments. We will also 
have a drive-through compost shop for those who just need a few bags. 
      Some services will be limited, but if you have a query about a plant ailment then a picture of the problem 
via email is usually enough for us to be able to give you the correct diagnosis. Please bear in mind that we may 
not be able to give as detailed advice as before in store, for reasons of social distancing and because of our 
limited staff numbers. 
      We, like all businesses, are reduced in staff numbers, as team members who are vulnerable, have 
vulnerable family or have children, just can’t be with us. We also won’t be able to restock the shelves in the 
one-way systems until after we close each afternoon and that will further stretch the teams. 
      To make it easier for you to plan your shopping, we have produced a plan of each site so that your list 
can be in the right order. 
 
OUR TELEPHONE ORDERING SERVICE 
 
       As we have been over the past six weeks, we will still be operating our telephone ordering and free 
delivery service to look after those who are stuck at home. 
      Such orders can’t be picked until after customers have gone home, so with this in mind, to begin with we 
will open with reduced hours of 9am until 4pm Monday to Friday and 10 until 4.30 on Sundays. 
      As customers return to our garden centres and pressure lifts off the delivery system, we will be able to 
start taking orders for home delivery via email as well. 
WORKING THROUGH THE LOCKDOWN 
 
When we closed on March 23rd we had a decision to make as a business; to close completely and furlough all 
staff (the most financially viable option) or to continue to trade in some form using our delivery service. The 
second option has been hugely costly, yet we saw it as our social responsibility to look after those who are 
stuck at home, as we knew this would benefit them hugely. Our deliveries have allowed people to carry on 
gardening, keeping them mentally and physically fit, whilst also giving them something productive to do. We 
also knew that, whereas we might survive by hiding under a blanket during lockdown, that our growers who 
have supplied us for years would not. So the decision was made to reorganise the business to be run purely 
from telephone orders with the few staff we had available. 
          On a busy spring day, we would normally expect over a thousand visitors to Castle Gardens alone, so 
there was no way that we could handle such a volume of calls. Nor did we have enough staff to process that 
number of orders or enough vans to deliver such volume. In fact the scaling up would have required three 
times the number of staff as we normally have and 30 vans, when we usually run with three! 
           Many colleagues in the industry tried what we were doing and gave up, some after the first morning. 
Others braved it out. Where we have colleagues who did carry on we know that we are at the top of league 
in terms of orders dispatched and we averaged some 350 transactions per day during April.  
          I’m sure those who struggled to get through were frustrated, but the number of emails, cards and 
letters we received thanking us for what we were doing was overwhelming. 
             At the same time we had an excess of plants that would have to be thrown away and so distributed 
these to schools, nursing homes, hospitals and charities, as well as some enterprising village pop-up shops. 
In my role as Chairman of the Garden Centre Association, I have also been heavily involved in industry 
meetings, liaison with MPs, radio, television and newspaper interviews, Zoom, Skype and Teams video 
meetings and a host of other work that I wasn’t anticipating! 
         Like many other businesses in the past two months, we have worked with our bank for additional loans, 
we have had to work out the furlough scheme and the letters to staff amending contracts, and liaise with 
suppliers re-negotiating extended payments. We have reinvented the business once in the last two months 
and now we have to do it again. We won’t get everything right but it won’t be for the want of trying. 
 
Castle Garden Group. 



Lemon Cheesecake 

 
Serves 6 to 8 

Ingredients for the base 

75g butter 

175g digestive biscuits 

50g ground almonds 

 

Ingredients for the filling 

100g full-fat cream cheese 

250g mascarpone 

80g icing sugar 

Grated zest of 1 lemon and juice of 2 lemons 

 

Method 

Line a 20cm loose-bottomed tin with baking parchment. 

Melt the butter in a saucepan over a low heat. 

Crush the digestive biscuits in a bowl until you have a powdery rubble. 
Stir in the melted butter and ground almonds until fully combined then press this mixture into the 
bottom of the prepared tin. Place in fridge to firm up while you make the filling. 
 
Cream together the cream cheese, mascarpone and icing sugar, then beat in the lemon zest and 
lemon juice, mixing well to combine. 
Take the base out of the fridge and top with the cheesecake mixture, smoothing to ensure a nice 
even top. Place back in fridge for at least 2 hours to set. 
 
Good served with fresh orange segments or cold poached rhubarb plus cream or icecream. 

 

From Linda Walters 

VILLAGE HALL ‘100’ CLUB 

        APRIL AND MAY PRIZEWINNERS 
 

Drawn on 15th April 2020: 

 

First Prize:     £25.00     No.240     Wendy Keenan 

Second Prize:     £20.00     No.74     Margaret Waddingham 

Third Prize:     £15.00     No.27     Nina Conduit 
 

Drawn on 13th May: 
 

First Prize:   £25.00     No.229     Guy Austin 

Second Prize:   £20.00           No.173     Lindsey Jones 

Third Prize:  £15.00               No.213    Tena Billington 
 

The next 2 draws will be made on 17th June and 15th July. 
 

Thank you to all our members for your continuing support for our Village Hall.  Good luck, and 

keep well.               

 Anna Oliver 



A Few Gardens You Might Like to Visit  
When We are Free To Do So 

  
Sherborne Castle Gardens 
    Although we live close, this is often overlooked as a great garden and landscape to visit. Landscape created in the 18th century by 
Capability Brown. Very early use of Cedar trees which are now listed as Champions of Dorset plus many others. The gardens on 
both sides of the lake are a delight and there is a beautiful walk terminating in a modern summer house. 
Cafe and gift shop next to Castle 
DT9 5NR  www.sherbornecastle.com 
  
Abbotsbury 
This subtropical garden is a fabulous boost when you can feel as if you are on holiday in another country. I often go in March when 
all the flamingo pink Magnolias are in flower, against a blue sky it can be mind boggling. Fabulous views along the Chesil Bank and 
coast. 
Food is served in a colonial style building which adds to the illusion of being on holiday as do the Kookaburras. 
DT3 4LA www.abbotsburytourism.co.uk 
  
Sculpture by the Lakes 
And sublime modern bronze sculpture by Neil Gudgeon Set round flooded gravel pits adjacent to the river this is a great garden for 
a walk with scultures, views and woody and shrubby planting all the way round. Good cafe too. 
DT2 8QU www.sculpturebythelakes.co.uk 
  
Forde Abbey 
The garden set with the backdrop of Forde Abbey House is good in all seasons. The sheets of spring bulbs then move on to the 
magnificent double herbaceous borders. The fountain in the lake performs spectacularly at set times of the day. Autumn Michaelmas 
Daisies and Asters are superb. 
Food in Abbey Buildings and super little nursery of great quality plants. 
TA20 4LU  www.fordeabbey.co.uk 
  
Hauser and Wirth 
Go on a late summer day with a gentle breeze to see all the plants and grasses of this Piet Oudolf design waving gently as if it was 
alive. Massed planting of many species you won't see in your local garden centre. Catering next to the art gallery 
BA10 ONL www.hauserwirth.com 
 
  
  The Newt in Somerset 
Not in the general run of gardens to visit as it has been created as an experience, landscape, architectural, historical. Top quality 
execution of project. Should be amazing in blossom time. Not cheap but gives multiple entry for the year. 
Catering, is out of the ordinary but not to everyone's taste. 
BA7 7NG www.thenewtinsomerset.com 
  
Iford Manor 
A Peto garden in a sublime location in a valley with Britannia in the middle of the bridge surveying the river. New Head Gardener 
since last August, previously head gardener at Sissinghurst so expect great improvements to this tiered garden with marvellous 
architectural moments.  
Teas available 
BA15 2BA  www.ifordmanor.co.uk 
  
Mapperton 
The house and garden ensemble is enchanting with the major part of the garden hidden in the valley below the house. Updated 
catering in beautifully restored Stable Block. The plant sales in spring and autumn are amazing. 
DT8 3NR www.mapperton.com 
  
Minterne 
A garden to be best enjoyed in the spring with all the plantings followings the stream down the valley. Lots of plants which need acid 
soil to thrive so for lovers of Azaleas and Rhododendrons it is a must. 
DT2 7AU www.minterne.co.uk 
  
Knoll Gardens 
For devotees of grasses this garden is a must. Neil Lucas the owner has won numerous Gold Medals at Chelsea for his grasses which 
are set out in the garden to perfection. Catering. 
BH21 7ND www.knollgardens.co.uk 
  
Keyneston Mill 
A new garden devoted to the creation of fragrances. Have heard the food is very good. 
DT11 9HZ www.keynestonmill.com 
  
Cranborne Manor 
An horticultural jewel around a 16th century Manor House. Go in spring when the Winter-bourne at the bottom the garden is still 
running and marvel at the garden beautifully enhanced by the present owners grandmother Lady Salisbury. 
Only open to the public on Wednesdays. 
Garden Centre and catering adjacent 
BH21 5PP www.cranborne.co.uk                   

 Howard ffitch 

 



Skytyping at Henstridge Airfield for VE75 
  
If you were in the local area on 08 May 2020 then you may have witnessed the UK’s first ever skytyping sortie. 
Skytyping is the world’s largest aerial advertising medium and local Henstridge Airfield-based aerobatic 
formation display team, The Yakovlevs, are the only team in the UK capable of delivering it (and one of only 
three teams worldwide). 
  Skytyping is delivered using five aircraft flying in line abreast 
formation at between 7,500 – 10,000ft. On call from formation leader, the 
formation activates its skytyping system The aircraft then emit computer-
controlled pulses of smoke which, a bit like a dot-matrix printer, make up 
an individual letter. A message such as WE’LL MEET AGAIN (which was 
one of the messages we were asked to type for VE75) is approximately 
four miles long and, when viewed from the right direction, is readable up 
to 20 miles away. 
           
      
      
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           We were extremely honoured to be asked by UK Government to skytype messages to mark VE75 
celebrations on 08 May 2020. The weather wasn’t perfect, ideally we require clear blue skies – but we 
nonetheless gave it our best shot and judging by public reaction the sortie was a success. 
Our skytyping team for VE75  were made up of ex-military personnel, making the occasion especially poignant 
for us  www.yakovlevs.com 
 
Jeremy Diack. 

And The Winner Is  
 
      Kathy Jeanes! Well done Kathy, First Prize! Castle Gardens challenged their customers to 
make scarecrows from whatever they could recycle from their homes and gardens. Kathy 
leapt to it, entering the Category, ‘Young at Heart’. Given the situation of corvid 19, Kathy 
created her own Corvid 19 nurse. Here she introduces Nurse Hope. No, it’s not Kathy dressed in disguise, 
Nurse Hope is made from the following :   

        
Limbs: old tights, Body: pillow case, head, made from 
a piece of curtain lining, all stuffed with scarified lawn 
moss. 
Scrubs: from an old bed cover. Wig: from plastic 
garden netting and old mouse eaten string. 
Face Protector: food tray and 2 tree ties and finally 
Stethoscope: sorted through odds and ends box in 
garden shed. 
 
 
 
 
 

Well done Kathy. She looks so life-like! 



Garden Tips  
 
Wellll, things are a bit upside down at the moment so what better way to take your mind off everything 

then spending time in your garden? 
Here are some jobs to keep you busy:  
1.    Keep tying in Sweet peas/Clematis and water when dry, and feed.  
2.    Dead heading Roses.  
3.    Prune summer flowering shrubs once they’re over. Take out the odd older stems, keep shape and 

mulch.  
4.    If you haven’t already done so, remove Spring bedding ie Forget-me-nots etc, and plant out Summer 

stuff ie Cosmos/ Nicotiana, and more tender Salvias etc  
5.    In hot weather it is essential to water pots daily as once you let the compost dry out the water goes 

straight through. Compost doesn’t absorb it when bone dry.  
6.    You can trim some of your herbs. Use them in your cooking. Thymes, Oreganos, Mint, Sages will put 

on fresh growth - so more to pick, or take cuttings.  
7.    If your water butts are empty, before the next rain, clean them out; very satisfying! To deter 

mosquitos add a drop or two of Euclyptus oil.  
8.    Honeysuckles that have finished flowering can be pruned back quite hard, and then mulch.  
9.   Cut back any Perennials that are over, feed with Phostrogen, and water.  
10.  Back to Roses; once first flush of flowers are over, prune back and feed. 
 
Good luck and remember to sit in your gardens!  
 
The Garden Guru 

 
THE LARKING-ING LANE TO NOWHERE 

By Margaret Waddingham 
 

On the lark-ing lane to nowhere 
flowers sprinkle in the grass 

and the scents of hawthorne linger  
where hares and shy deer pass.  
Here the tiny field mouse busies 

in its tiny, tidy home 
and the shrew and vole and wild bee 

burrow ‘neath the verdant loam.  
Here the chiffchaffs and the blackbird 

sing throughout the daylight hours 
and the avenue of oak trees 

slowly breaks its budding flowers.  
Here the lane dissolves to footpaths  

that twist beyond the eye 
and the distant Blackmoor Hills 

melt into the misty sky.  
 

And all the while the larks are singing 
filling all the air with sound, 

filling all the air with rapture,  
filling all the space around.   

And in this lark-ing lane to nowhere 
rise these specks of warm fragility. 

It stirs the heart that such small things 
should have such boundless ecstasy.  



ST PETER’S SWIFTS 

ALAN PETERS 
 
       And here they are, here they are again! * The Stourton Caundle Swifts have returned to their homes in 
the roof of St Peter’s Church once more after an eight months absence. They are here for such a brief time, 
spending little more than three months in England, and really should be thought of as an African species that 
briefly visits this country, rather than an English bird that visits Africa.  Our birds had arrived by the 4 May ( I 
could not find them on 2 May, though someone may have seen them sooner), and they will be gone by early 
August.  
       Strictly speaking of course, they don’t belong to either country- they belong to the air. Young swifts leave 
their nests after 6 weeks, and from the moment they are airborne, do not touch the earth again for up to 
four years, at an age when they are sufficiently mature to breed. That is a remarkable thing! A swift flies 
continuously for all this time, eating, sleeping, and eventually, even mating on the wing. There’s an 
extraordinary account by a French 1st War pilot, who encountered a flock of sleeping swifts one evening at 
10,000 feet whilst gliding his aircraft silently back to his base with its engine cut. The pilot, M. Guérin wrote: 
“We suddenly found ourselves among a strange flight of birds, which seemed to be motionless.. showing no 
noticeable reaction to our presence” Two swifts became stuck in the ‘plane’s fuselage confirming their 
identity.  Swifts can live for up to 20 years, and it has been estimated that in their lifetime can travel up to 3.65 
million miles. At the end of their brief breeding season, they leave our shores and head down through France, 
over the Sahara and to South Africa where they follow the food; grazing like zebra on the Serengeti, moving 
at high altitude with the shifting shoals of insects. And they travel fast. One young bird left its nest in the south 
of England to be found three days later in Madrid. The birds are clever meteorologists; they find it difficult to 
feed in rain, and before it arrives, will navigate away from frontal systems rolling in from the Atlantic, only to 
swing in behind them and feed on the enormous swarms of insects billowing high up in the wake of departing 
depressions.  
      But all this factual stuff does not do them justice. If you want to experience these magical creatures 
properly, may I recommend spending an hour in the churchyard? Choose a warm June evening, and sit quietly 
on the edge of the churchyard wall and watch these flying black sickles as they tear about the place, ripping up 
the sky and making you duck as they scream over your head.  Watch them fly at their nest holes at 40 miles 
per hour without braking, disappearing into the dusk of the nest-crevice. The experience will make you gasp! 
The swifts that fly low in screaming groups are the ones that are breeding in the church. They pair for life, re-
joining  their mates as they arrive from migration, and thus it has been for centuries; this colony was ancient 
even by the time of the Civil War. There is something mysterious and truly exotic about them, and I find 
them exhilarating to watch. It is so upsetting to think that their numbers have plummeted throughout the 
country by as much as 40% in the past 20 years. In my 2015 survey for the BTO we counted forty breeding 
birds on one evening. This year so far, I have yet to witness more than a dozen. 
 
* With reference to Ted Hughes poem, 'SWIFT'. Please read this beautiful poem as, sadly, we do not have 
copyright to print it in full". 

We Want Children To Get Involved. 

 Please send in a funny, scary or just plain daft story to cheer us all up.  Do 

your bit in morale boosting and helping mental health by making everyone laugh, 

reflect or be amazed at whatever might inspire you, through poetry or story in this 

historic year. The very little ones might send a picture. We will publish the best 

ones in future editions.  So, come on, children of any age.  Put on your thinking caps 

and dazzle us.  Send it to thecaundler@stourtoncaundle.org.uk or pop it through my 

letter box, Willow Cottage, blue gate next to the pub. We look forward to hearing 

from you. 

Rachel Page 



 
Dear Resident  
  
You may have been self-isolating for some weeks by now. Apologies if 
you’ve already been contacted and have previously said you have 
everything you need. However, I’m sure you’ll appreciate there are lots 
of people who do not have help and support. So, we’re writing to let you 
know about a few things that may help you keep safe and well during these times.    
  
Dorset Council has a dedicated helpline to assist people of all ages with access to food shopping and delivery, collecting 
medicine, dog walking, befriending and more during this COVID-19 situation. If you need help, please call us on  
01305 221000, 8am to 8pm, 7 days a week or email communityresponse@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk. You can also visit our website 
at www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/coronavirus.   
  
If you have a specific care requirement, call our Adult Social Care team on 01305 221016 and we can talk with you about how 
you can be best supported.   
  
‘Support if you’re self-isolating’ e-newsletter   
We are setting up a regular e-newsletter specifically for people who are self-isolating during this time. Please sign up at 
www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/e-newsletter.  
  
Digital hotline  Not everyone is confident using online services. We have set up a free hotline run by digital volunteers for 
anyone with queries about getting online or improving your online skills.   
  
Call 01305 221000. An advisor can assist you with the following:    
 

 Help with video conferencing and calling such as on Skype, Zoom or Facetime   

 Online shopping and banking   

 Accessing virtual books, magazines and TV channels  

 Accessing health information  

 Supporting you or your children to learn remotely  
  
If you are on a low income and do not have a broadband connection or device at home to connect to the internet, we may be 
able to help you to get set up.  
 
Mental health and wellbeing  
Your health matters. To support your health and wellbeing, there’s a raft of resources at : 
www.dorsethealthcare.nhs.uk//coronavirus-wellbeing-support. You'll find information and advice, helpline numbers, and 
local mental health and therapy services, all designed to support people living in Dorset to deal with the stress and distress of 
facing COVID-19. You are definitely not alone… help is just a call or a click away.  
  
If you are in urgent need of mental health advice and support Dorset HealthCare's Connection service offers a 24-hour helpline 
on 0300 123 5440.  
  
The NHS in Dorset is encouraging you to continue to get the help you need during the current COVID-19 pandemic. Whilst 
the way services are being delivered may be different, we want to reassure everyone that the Health Service is there for you to 
access as usual.   
  
For help from a GP, please use your GP surgery's website to access online advice, or call the surgery to speak to a GP who will 
assess your needs.  
  
For urgent medical help, use the NHS 111 online service or call 111. For life-threatening emergencies, call 999 for an 
ambulance. If you’re advised to go to hospital, it’s important to go.  
  
If you have been identified on the Shielded Patient List (SPL), GPs are making local necessary arrangements to make sure your 
care continues.      
 
Local community activity There are lots of community-based schemes and support groups across the county. If you want to 
know what’s happening or is available in your local area, please go to the Help and Kindness website 
(www.helpandkindness.co.uk) or call our helpline on 01305 221000.    
  
Citizens Advice   
Citizens Advice is a free, independent and confidential service. Call the Dorset Adviceline on 0344 411 1444 for advice on 
claiming benefits, help with your finances, employment or any other issue. If you need help with your heating or energy costs, 
call the Citizens Advice Dorset Energy helpline on 01929 775500. They can check that you are registered with Priority 
Services for energy and water. Advisors can also help with pre-payment key/card meters, bills, grants and discounts and 
complaints.   



 
Post Office Cashless System   
The Post Office has made it easier for people self-isolating to access cash:  
 
 • ‘Payout Now’ - a voucher sent by text, email or post that you then share with a trusted individual to withdraw cash on 
your behalf   
• ‘Fast PACE’ – a service that allows you to arrange for a trusted individual to collect a cheque from you, cash it at Post 
Office, and return with the cash.   
  
Virtual befriending. 
If you’re self-isolating and feeling lonely there are two ways you could keep in touch with people. You can register to become 
a befriender and chat to others who are also self-isolating, or you can chat to someone because you’re feeling lonely. 
Contact Volunteer Centre Dorset on 01305 229214 to register for either service.   
  
Faith and belief . 
Due the coronavirus, the government called for all places of worship to close. Many churches, synagogues, mosques and 
temples are providing worship online. Some are livestreamed and others prerecorded. Technology is being used in creative 
ways to keep people connected. Contact your local place of worship for more information. Also, as a number of celebrations 
have been cancelled or are being celebrated online, you can keep up to date on how different faiths and beliefs are dealing 
with the current situation by visiting www.interfaith.org.uk.     
 
Lastly, please don’t be afraid to ask for help and support during this time. No-one should go without essential food or 
medicines, feel lonely or frightened. We’re working with community organisations, town and parish councils, and registered 
care and housing providers across the county to make sure support is available to anyone who needs it. If you do need help, 
please don’t leave it until it’s too late.    
  

Need help reading this? Call 01305 221000  
  
With best wishes,  
 
Theresa Leavy Executive Director – Dorset COVID-19 community response On behalf of Dorset Council, 
Dorset NHS partners and voluntary community sector. 

 
 

Our Village History - Sir Ivo FitzWaryn 
 

Lord of the Manor from 1369 to 1414 – Part 3 
 
          Let’s return to the subject of Dick Whittington and his Cat”  and its relevance to the history of our 
village. In particular in Part 2, I asked the question, “Was the name ‘Cat Lane’ chosen in recognition of the role 
that cats played in trying to keep our village safe following repeated outbreaks of the plague in the 14th/15th 
Century? 
         The pestilence had dealt several cruel blows killing several members of the Haddon and Fitzwaryn families, 
who at the time were lords of the manor here. From 1348 onwards, bubonic plague had become a reality for 
everyone, rich or poor, young or old, generation after generation, and it was far, far worse a threat than the 
coronavirus we are all having to deal with at present. Whole communities were wiped out including many villages 
here in Dorset, e.g. Holwell village used to lie alongside the medieval church at The Borough. 
          Medical knowledge in those days was virtually non-existent and treatments, such as blood-letting, were 
more often likely to render patients’ weaker and less able to fight off any disease. When the plague first arrived, 
people were terrified as its cause was unknown and so they attributed it to supernatural forces or the wrath of 
God. We now know that the disease involved the bacteria, Yersinia pestis and would have been controlled by 
good hygiene measures. 
          Keeping pet cats as mousers had become popular in Europe by the time of the first plague. However some 
believed that cats harboured fleas, and so helped to spread the plague. Cats were outlawed in many parts of 
Europe, and large numbers were killed. At one point in the Middle Ages, there were barely any cats left in 
England. A few people however, especially those living in rural areas, continued to use them to keep down rats 
and mice and it was subsequently noticed that these cat owners often seemed to be immune to the pestilence.  
           Sir Ivo died on 6 September 1414, another casualty of the plague, and Richard Whityngton was one of the 
executors of his will. It is very significant that Sir Ivo stipulated that “the sum of £2 was left to mend the way 
between the lordship of Caundle (our village) and Lydlinch”. This strikes as a rather strange bequest. So 



Nowadays, Cat Lane heads up the hill to Brunsell 
Knap Farm. In the oldest map we have dated 1709 
there are two routes: the older route continued 
almost straight on and eventually served some 10 
or more strips of land that ran down to Caundle 
Brook. Some of the best land for cultivation 
occupied this area, which was alluvial and 
geologically speaking comprised fertile river terrace 
deposits. These strips are the remnants of the 
medieval strip field system, which were typically 1 
furlong (220 yards) in length (the distance a team 
of oxen could plough without resting) and 1 chain 
(22 yards) in width. So for centuries, villagers would have set off in the morning along Cat Lane to reach their place of 
work.       
       
 The 1798 Estate map, which predates the 
Battle of Waterloo, also shows this earlier route 
accessing the strips above the brook. Note that 
what is now  Waterloo Lane was the main 
Sherborne to Blandford road and its 
continuation to Jubilee Oak actually bypassed 
the centre of our village, so it is likely to have 
been built to avoid the centre of the village, by 
instead passing across high ground. As a main 
link road, it does not appear on a detailed map 
of c.1564 and so probably postdates this map. 
The most direct route to Lydlinch follows field 
edges on the 1798 plan and is shown as the red 
dashed line on this and on the modern map, 
largely following the contour of the land. It is 
this, I suggest, that was the route that was 
refurbished thanks to Sir Ivo’s legacy. 
 
 
 
Stourton Caundle was an 
important place in the time of the 
Domesday Book (1086) 
comprising some 45 households 
and Sir Ivo considered it his home, 
despite being eventually buried at 
Wantage. His wife died earlier in 
1414, both victims of a new wave 
of the plague, and in his will, in 
their memory, he instructed that 
his household was to remain 
at Caundle for six months 
after his death. This suggests 
that he and his wife, although 
spending much of their later life in London where they eventually caught the plague, retired to the village along with 
their retinue since he believed isolating there would safeguard people. 
 
So there you have it – our village was the site of several battles to defeat the plague in the 14th/15th Century, and maybe 
it remained relatively isolated from the pestilence, safeguarded in part by having plenty of cats to keep vermin at bay? 
Cats by then had acquired a bad reputation, also associated with witchcraft, and the village may have been at odds with 
others in the district. In yesteryear, when few read the written word, people would have always referred to fields, 
bridges and lanes by their names. Surely if Caundle Haddon was one of the more remote places of some notoriety that 
kept their cats, the people would wish to mark Sir Ivo’s legacy in some way, so why not christen the repaired route to 
Lydlinch, with the name, “Cat Lane” in memory of his legacy and the advantage that cats had provided over the years? 
The Cat is indeed celebrated in the tale of Dick Whittington and maybe for good reason! 
 

Richard Miles 
  



 
Recycling, rubbish and garden waste 

Please put your containers out by 6am 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Waste: Guidance for people with confirmed or possible  

coronavirus (COVID-19) infection 
 
Personal waste (such as used tissues) and disposable cleaning cloths can be stored securely within disposable 
rubbish bags. These bags should be placed into another bag, tied securely and kept separate from other waste. 
This should be put aside for at least 72 hours before being put in your usual black household rubbish bin. 
We recommend that people without wheelie bins who use authorised blue bags for their rubbish should place 
personal waste in a securely tied disposable rubbish bag (like a black bin bag) before placing in your blue sack. 
This also applies to those who use gull-proof sacks. 

 
Jun 3  Wednesday: Recycling and food   
         
Jun 10    Wednesday Rubbish, food  & garden waste 
 
Jun 17   Wednesday: Recycling and food  
     
Jun 24    Wednesday: Rubbish, food & garden waste 

 
Jul 1  Wednesday: Recycling and food   
         
Jul 8  Wednesday Rubbish, food  & garden waste 
 
Jul 15   Wednesday: Recycling and food  
     
Jul 22    Wednesday: Rubbish, food & garden waste 

REPORT FROM STOURTON CAUNDLE PARISH 
COUNCIL  May 2020 

 
Due to Coronovirus Restrictions, the Parish Council is unable to hold face to face 
meetings at present. The Annual Parish Meeting and Annual General Meeting 
planned for 13th May 2020 have been postponed until May 2021. However, the 
reports to the Annual Parish meeting, covering the activities of the parish council 
and the various organisations in the village, were published with the village magazine 
in late March and will be published on the Village Website were up dated reports 
can be found. 

Welcome Club Report  
 

As we can’t get together at this time, I want to wish you all  
good health and stay safe and I’m thinking of you all.  

 
Margaret McKay 






