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Bees in My Bonnet 

Earlier this year I enrolled on a beginners’ beekeeping course with the Blandford and Sturminster 

Newton Beekeepers Association (yes, there are local clubs catering for all interests!), with a view to 

possibly acquiring a hive or two at some future date.  The idea of improved pollination in the garden 

and perhaps some honey is very attractive.  However, I was beaten to it, as one unfortunate villager 

found a swarm of bees in his roof last week – my new beekeeping friends tell me that it is a very 

‘swarmy’ year, if that is any comfort to the unfortunate!  I have learned that bees are fascinating 

creatures, living and working in close proximity and very much as a team, with communication within 

the hive being a key to their success.  In 1836 it was perhaps this aspect that persuaded the founders of 

the Stourton Caundle Friendly Society to adopt the motto ‘May we all strive together like bees of a hive 

and never sting each other’.  This motto is displayed on the banner in the village hall and whose centre 

forms this issue’s front cover. 

Unfortunately, two events earlier this year suggest that we may have temporarily lost sight of this 

motto.  The feelings generated by both events could have been largely assuaged by some neighbourly 

communication.  We are a community and life is so much better if we all get on, understanding and 

appreciating the point of view of others, particularly that of our neighbours.  Let us hope that these 

incidents are now behind us and that we can again enjoy each other’s company, as we have done in 

recent years.  I have lost track of the number of times in the seven years we have lived in the village 

that outsiders have told me how lucky we are to live in Stourton Caundle – we are seen as a friendly, go

-ahead community; please, let us make sure that we remain so. 

The next month or so will be very busy with two weddings, a talk on village history, an exhibition and 

concert in the church, and a number of open gardens.  Let’s enjoy them all, each other’s company and 

the rest of the summer (with fingers crossed for some decent weather).  THE STOURTON CAUNDLER 

team will be back at the end of August, with a slightly new look and after we too have had a break!  

Meanwhile, you can keep up-to-date with what is happening on the village website at:  

www.stourtoncaundle.org.uk 

             Tim Villiers 

Small Ads 

Please don’t forget that THE STOURTON CAUNDLER is a good  (and cheap) place to 

advertise your unwanted possessions.  Please contact Chris Stobie  on  362225  

Any articles or correspondence published in this magazine do not necessarily reflect the views of the 

Committee or the Editor. Reproduction of any articles is prohibited without the prior permission of the Editor. 

 

We try to ensure the accuracy of the content of  THE STOURTON CAUNDLER, but cannot guarantee that it 

will always be current, accurate or complete.  The inclusion of advertisements is not a recommendation of the 

goods or services of those advertising.  The Committee and the Editor cannot be held responsible for negative 

consequences arising as a result of doing business with advertisers and recommend that you confirm 

appropriate references and any professional qualifications of advertisers for yourself. 

Village Hall ‘100’ Club Monthly Draw 

The draw took place on 20 June 2014 at The Trooper.  The winners were: 

First Prize:   £25.00  No.131  Ron Tite 

Second Prize:  £20.00  No.211  Anita Shardlow 

Third Prize:   £15.00  No.47  Mark Simon 

 

The next two monthly draws will be on Wednesdays 16 July and 13 August at about 9 pm at 

The Trooper.       

Anna Oliver 



Weather report for May 

Rainfall                2014                           2013                 19-year average 

            79 mm/ 3.11 in     49 mm/ 1.93 in               61.4 mm / 2.42 in  

Temperature (°C)       Maximum            Minimum          Average 

      High            Low     High              Low 

2014   23.4 (19
th

)   12.3 (24
th

)  13.7 (20
th

)   3.8 (4
th

)  12.8  

2013   23.6 (31
st

)   12.2 (14
th

)  11.5 (21
st

)   2.6 (2
nd

)  12.1 

                     Richard Miles 

Naturally Thinking 

A year or two ago, I reported on a pair of blackbirds attacking a marauding cat whose evil intentions appeared to be on a 

nearby fledgling.  I thought this was an isolated incident, but apparently not so.  Early one morning recently, on hearing the 

agitated calls of blackbirds which seemed to be going on longer than usual, my husband stuck his head out of the window in 

time to see a cat cowering down in the middle of the road whilst the pair of birds hopped around, shouting at him.  When he 

plucked up the courage to walk away, the birds flew at him until his casual amble turned into a run as he fled into a nearby 

garden.  I’d love to know whether this is usual behaviour, or whether these were the same two birds that I saw, or even the 

young of those original birds who had learned the behaviour from their parents.   

We hadn’t seen any sign of the great-spotted woodpeckers for a while, until one day, the female appeared on one of the 

holders of peanuts.  It soon became obvious that there was a youngster nearby because she would have a little peck, fly away 

for a few moments, then return.  Sure enough, a couple of days later, she was back, this time with an offspring who clung 

onto the arbour just below her.  After a while she flew off, and the youngster looked round, decided he couldn’t wait for her 

to come back and clambered up to peck at the nuts on his own.  The following day, there was the whole family, mum, dad 

and child, all having a go at the different food holders. It was a nice sight. 

We have two bird boxes, but only one of them seems to be of interest to the tit family.  The other had never been used – 

until this year.  But not by any member of the bird family. It is now home to a nest of bees.  These are tree bumble bees and 

they are becoming a bit of a conundrum to the naturalists.  They suddenly arrived in this country in 2001 and have spread 

around the country with amazing rapidity.   As the name suggests, they live in holes in trees but also favour nest boxes, both 

in gardens and those put up in the wild.  There seems to be some hesitancy by bee experts as to whether there may be 

hidden problems with these immigrants.  They are excellent pollinators so they may help struggling native bees by boosting 

their vital services towards agriculture.  On the other hand, because they are increasing at such a rate, they may be leaving 

our bees with little to feed on.  These continental bees are also prone to a destructive parasitic worm to which they appear 

largely immune but which could render other bee species infertile.   

It’s a nice looking little fellow, quite distinctive with a light brown and black body with a white tip.  Ours are at the bottom of 

the garden in a corner out of the way so they don’t bother us at all (except that there is a portion of the hedge that hasn’t 

been cut for a few weeks), and they hum away happily on all the flowers. Without them the garden would be hum-less apart 

from the odd honey bee or a native bumble bee or two.   Incidentally, if you think you have these in your garden, there are 

several sites on the internet that would like to know about them. 

My wild flower count has reached almost 70 since the snowdrop and primrose season, which, considering I can’t walk much 

further than grassy verges, I think is pretty good for obvious sightings within a two-mile radius of the village.  I heard from 

Janie, our footpath officer, who had just been clearing the vegetation from eight of our footpaths, that she had come across a 

little crop of field poppies up the Holt Lane track opposite the barns.  In all the years she had been doing local walks, she 

hadn’t come across them before.  Poppy seeds can lie dormant for years, even centuries, until disturbed – which is why, of 

course, so many of those fields on World War One sites bloomed when the war was over.  It’s nice to think that Janie’s little 

crop chose this special year to bloom.  

A friend in the village, who has a large pond inhabited by all the usual pond life – frogs, dragonfly larva and the occasional 

ducks or moorhens – has a real treat this year in the shape of a great crested newt.  This was quite a thrill because of the 

three newt varieties we have in the country, the great crested is by far the most rare.  

When I hear things like this, I think of the writer of a letter to the BVM in the early part of the year.  She was complaining that 

there was no wild life in her garden – indeed, she couldn’t even find much when she walked her dog.  I do hope she’s found 

something of interest since then. Are we just exceptionally lucky here to have so much of it on our own doorsteps?    

                                Margaret Waddingham 

   



A Verge is a Nature Corridor 

I expect some of you may think as you pass my verge ‘what a mess!’  The other day I counted 33 

plant species; some of these had arrived on their own, some were put there by me and I also 

collected local wild flower seed and scattered them in the hope that they would germinate.  Others 

have seeded from my garden.  As a result the verge is full of insects. 

So next time you go by, think of it as a mini nature reserve.  Perhaps it is worth mentioning that 

when we get these now-more-frequent, heavy periods of rain, the vegetation on the verge absorbs a 

lot of the surface water.          

 Janie Harris 

Garden Tips 
Splitting tomato fruit is invariably caused by erratic watering.   

Try to avoid this if you can.  
 

Trim back the whippy new growth of wisterias to 4/5 leaves.  



News from Your Village Hall 

At the meeting of the Village Hall Management Committee on 18 March, the chairman, Vinny Taylor, 

announced that she would be standing down at the AGM on 27 May after 13 years as secretary and 

chairman.  Despite efforts to find a relief, she was unable to do so from members of the existing 

committee.  

The committee has made a significant number of improvements to the hall facilities during the past 

year, as well as carrying out necessary repairs and maintenance, some of these tasks being undertaken 

by members of the committee in order to keep costs down. 

These improvements include: new windows fitted in the main hall, a screen for Power Point and 

projector presentations fixed to the side wall,  a projector stand, a trolley for moving hall chairs, new 

water heaters in the lavatories, a new meter for the boiler heating the main hall, a new timer switch for 

the car park light, new switches for the stage lights and up lights which are easier to use. 

The village owes a huge debt of gratitude to Vinny for her 13 years of service.   

THIS IS AN APPEAL for someone to step up to the mark and to ensure that the Village Hall continues to 

meet the many and varied needs of all in the village who use it.  Also needed is someone to take over 

from me as Minute Secretary, please.   

                           Anita Shardlow 

Culinary Corner 

Greek Stuffed Chicken 

Chop the garlic, tomatoes and parsley with a couple of teaspoons of oil from the tomatoes.  

Add the crumbled feta cheese and mix well.  Cut a pocket in each chicken breast and open 

out. Divide the stuffing and pat into the chicken then fold over. Heat 2 tablespoons of olive 

oil in a frying pan and add the chicken, skin side down, cover. Fry gently for 15 mins then 

turn over for a further 10 mins. 

When cooked the chicken can be served whole or sliced.  It’s really good hot or cold. 

            Win Gillard 

4 chicken breasts 

Large handful of parsley, flat or curley 

10 sun-dried tomatoes in oil 

3 cloves of garlic 

100g feta cheese 

The Pop-up Restaurant 

Friday 13th was certainly NOT unlucky for the 97 friends, parents, governors and staff who came to the village hall for 

the ‘Pop-up Restaurant’. We were in for a memorable treat. 

The young mums and dads of some of the pupils of All Saints School had transformed the hall from a venue for short-

mat bowls and badminton into a beautifully set-out restaurant. Attractive lighting, with bunting strung across the room 

and the serving hatch cleverly screened; tables delightfully set out with cloths, place mats and prettily tied napkins and 

laid with all the appropriate cutlery and glasses. 

We were welcomed into the restaurant by the delightful and melodious sound of Jessica Scott playing her keyboard. 

(We were very pleased to learn that Jessica had heard that day that she had become a fully qualified dentist – many 

congratulations.) 

A glass of sparkling wine was handed out to every guest on arrival and plates of canapés were brought to the tables. This 

was followed by three very enjoyable courses, once again served by charming ex-pupils and members of the Parents 

Association.  A really well-prepared and most enjoyable meal was rounded off with handmade chocolates, coffee and 

tea.   

We were also presented with an unusual and mind-searching quiz, the two winners of which raced to choose between a 

bottle of wine and a box of chocolates! 

We are extremely fortunate that these ladies (some of whom spent the entire evening washing up) and gentleman were 

willing to put in so much time and effort in order to raise funds for our local primary school.      

Eric Dummett 



George Mills and Elsie Guy  

Research has recently been carried out by Michael Place and me into the lives of the men from, or connected with, Stourton 

Caundle  who served in the armed forces in the two world wars, to 

commemorate the 100
th

 anniversary of the start of the First World War and 

the 70
th

 anniversary of the D- Day Landings.  This research has revealed 

some poignant stories, none more so than that of Elsie Guy and George 

Mills.  The wedding of Elsie Florence Guy and George Ernest Mills took 

place on 16 August 1913 at St Peter’s Church. Elsie, born in 1886, was one 

of eight sisters. They were the daughters of James and Amelia Guy, living at 

The Red House, Brunsells Knapp Farm. Her only brother William (Bill) is on 

her right in the photograph.   

Elsie was a widow having previously married Frederick Henry Cook, a 

postman born in 1886.  Frederick was the elder brother of Frank Cook the 

local builder, who lived at Golden Hill House. Elsie and Frederick had  

married on  29 August 1906 at St Peter’s Church, but sadly Frederick died in 

the spring of 1907, less than a year after his marriage to Elsie.   

George, the son of Mr and Mrs John Mills, living at Felsham, near Bury St 

Edmunds in Suffolk, was born in 1883. George was a bandsman in 2
nd

 Battalion The Suffolk Regiment, based at Stanhope 

Lines, Aldershot at the time of his marriage to Elsie. The Suffolk Regiment formed part of the British Expeditionary Force, 

landing at Le Havre on  17 August 1914. The regiment was soon in action at the battle of Mons and the subsequent retreat, 

after suffering heavy casualties at the battle of Le Cateau on 26 August 1914.  

At the battle of Le Cateau the regiment was almost decimated as a fighting unit, after over eight hours of incessant fighting. 

The 2nd Battalion was gradually outflanked but would still not surrender. Those remaining alive, and who failed to escape 

the German entrapment, were taken captive, spending the next four years as prisoners of war and not returning home until 

Christmas Day 1918.  

George was one the few from the battalion who survived this battle but was killed in action only 18 days later on 13 

September 1914, just over a year after his marriage to Elsie and less than four months after the birth of their daughter 

Yvonne, on 22 May 1914. His body was not recovered and he is commemorated on the La Ferte-Sous-Jouarre Memorial. The 

memorial commemorates nearly 4,000 officers and men of the British Expeditionary Force who died in August, September 

and the early part of October 1914 and who have no known grave.  

It is impossible to imagine the heartache and despair the  news of George's death must have caused Elsie, leaving her a 

widow for the second time just one year into a marriage, with a three-month-old daughter who would never know her 

father.  George is commemorated on the war memorial at Felsham, with the following citation in the Roll of Honour:  

‘Bandsman 5646,  2nd Battalion Suffolk Regiment. Killed in action 13 September 1914. Aged 30. Born Felsham, enlisted 

Guernsey. Son of Mr. and Mrs. John Mills, of Felsham, Bury St. Edmund's; husband of Elsie Florence Mills, of The Red House, 

Waterloo, Stalbridge, Dorset. No known grave’. Inside the church is a plaque unveiled on 2 January 1921 by his wife Elsie and 

daughter, Yvonne. 

Elsie did not remarry and remained in Stourton Caundle until 1923, with her daughter Yvonne enrolling in the village primary 

school in June 1919.  Elsie returned to live in Stourton Caundle in retirement, living in a bungalow at Brimble Cottages until 

she passed away in 1969.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The research, which includes all of the known servicemen from, or 

connected, to Stourton Caundle who served during the two world wars, 

will form part of a display entitled 'Stourton Caundle Past and Present' in 

the church during the Village Open Weekend. On 19 and 20 July,  a Book of Remembrance, prepared by Michael, will also be 

placed in the church, as a permanent reminder to current and future Stourton Caundle residents of the sacrifices these 

brave men and their families made to ensure our freedom.          

Phil Knott 

Note. 

In addition to the display in the church mentioned above, Phil will be giving an illustrated talk about ‘Stourton Caundle, 

Past and Present’ in the skittle alley of The Trooper at 7.30pm on Friday, 18 July.  Entry is free, with a retiring collection 

being taken which will be donated to Help for Heroes and Julia’s House. 
 

The Trooper will provide Fish n’ Chips after the talk (approx. 8.30pm) for those who pre-book. 

 

Back Row-Ethel Mills (married Bill Guy in 1938 

following the death of her younger sister May 

who married Bill in 1916) Daisy Guy, George 

Mills (Bridegroom), Elsie Guy (Bride), William 

(Bill) Guy, May Mills, Freda Guy and Beatrice 

Guy. 

 

Front row- Amelia Guy, Doris Guy, Stella Guy, 

Olive Guy and James Guy   

Standing-Beatrice, Freda, Doris, William (Bill), Elsie and Daisy 

Seated– Stella and Muriel (Olive). Another sister Dorothy died in 

1907, aged 18, and is interned in the cemetery in Drove Road 

alongside her mother 



News of Battle 
 

That day, my mother,  

hanging washing in the garden,  

stopped to talk to next-door-neighbour,  

Mrs Burden.  

‘It is a miracle,’ I heard them sigh,  

then happily they laughed,  

and I, so young, laughed too,  

though knew not why.  

 

That day, I went with mother 

to a neighbour, Mrs Moore,  

who fell upon her at her open door.  

‘I have his photo always by my bed,  

but it’s no comfort now,’ 

is what I think she said.  

And on my mother’s shoulder,  

she sobbed and cried,  

and I, so young, sobbed too,  

though knew not why.   

Margaret Waddingham 

Parking Signs 

The village used to have a good supply of parking signs that were kept in Jane Onslow’s 

shed at The Retreat.  Many of these have disappeared over the last few years, having been 

used for events but not returned.  They are now needed for the Open Gardens week-end in 

July.  Would everyone please check their garages and other outhouses and return any 

signs found to The Retreat.  Many thanks. 

Garden Club  

The first Garden Club visit of the summer took place on Thursday, 12 June 

when some 30 members and guests travelled to Bembury Farm in Thornford 

to see the garden created by Sir John and Lady Garnier.  The garden, which 

extends over more than five acres, is a mixture of woodland, carefully tended 

meadow areas and extensive, and beautiful, borders packed with an amazing 

range of plants.  The weather on Thursday was perfect, allowing all to enjoy 

the colours and scents provided.  After an hour or so wandering the grounds we sat down 

to tea, when the usual fine selection of cakes was provided. 

The next Garden Club visit will be on Tuesday, 2 September, when we will be travelling to 

Winterbourne Houghton near Blandford to see the gardens at ‘Tumblins’.  Any club 

members wishing to attend should contact Howard ffitch to confirm details.  On the 

weekend following (Saturday, 6 September), the annual flower and produce show will be 

held in the village hall. Everybody is invited to bring their exhibits to the hall between 9 and 

10.00am, with viewing starting at 2pm.  The show will be followed again by a tea party, for 

which tickets will become available nearer to the date.       

Broken Nails 

 
 

 



Dorset Arts Weeks 2014 

We have a very talented group of artists in our village and so I concentrated mainly on their work this 

year.  

I began with Jane Onslow and Mary Rossetti Rutterford who were exhibiting at The Retreat.  Both Mary 

and Jane have contributed pieces for the front of THE STOURTON CAUNDLER, as well as others, so 

their work is well known in the village. 

Mary’s exhibits were many and various in nature ranging from sleeping cats in ink and wash to exquisite 

and detailed wood engravings of autumn leaves and several village views including Rowden Mill Bridge. 

The cats were fascinating as Mary seemed to have captured their personalities even though they were 

asleep.  She also showed oil paintings of Dorset landmarks such as ’Maiden Castle in Dorchester’ and 

‘Stairhole at Lulworth’ which were very atmospheric.  It is quite clear to see how living in Dorset has 

influenced Mary’s work. 

Jane’s work was an eclectic mix of media from oil to pastels and sculpture. Her paintings were of many 

places she has visited but also included local views such as ‘The Stour at Child Okeford’ and ‘Looking 

towards Bulbarrow’.  I am particularly drawn to paintings of doorways and Jane did not disappoint with 

her ‘Venetian Doorway’. This drew me in, wondering who lived there and exactly what was behind the 

door. Jane’s sculptures showed her observation of the human form and also great empathy with her 

subjects. 

In Guggleton Gallery in Stalbridge two of our village artists were exhibiting this year, Fleur Miles and 

Alisdair Murray. Fleur exhibited oils, pastels, and watercolours. I was amazed at her detailed painting of 

snowdrops aptly titled ‘Winter Jewels’. Her beach scene in oil titled ‘Let me take you there’ certainly 

took me there. 

Alisdair Murray had a mixture of exhibits from paintings of dogs to sculpture. His sculpture named ‘The 

Gallop’, a racehorse with jockey, had such movement. 

Carolyn Finch exhibited at her studio in Cat Lane with Sally Ridout.  Carolyn’s coastal paintings really 

drew one onto the beach. The paintings that particularly fascinated me here were some still lifes that 

were of pantry contents in the style of Baroque artists, the dark background highlighted the boxes, tins 

etc. Again, I cannot resist the cards, so stocked up. 

Although my visits were mostly very local I did venture as far as Yetminster. Having been to see work by 

Pearl Gatehouse, we ended up with lunch at the Old School Gallery where I saw another door I wanted 

to see into especially as it was obviously owned by a very short person. On leaving the gallery we picked 

up one of their cards only to find a copy of a painting of Lydlinch church by Deanne Tremlett on the 

other side. 

Thank you to all our village artists for this biennial treat.             

Chris Holdstock 

Stourton Caundle League of Golfers 
 

The results of the June meeting at Folke were: 

Team winners  – David Conduit, Rob Mitchell, Bill Foot & Mark 

Goudge  

Individual Winner – David Conduit 

  

‘Hole-in-One’  Yes, during this month’s meeting of the Stourton 

Caundle League of Golfers one man’s round stood out; David 

Conduit held his tee shot on the tricky par 3 fifth
 
hole

 
 to record 

the first hole-in-one for our society. 

Next month we are having our annual golf day – Monday 21 July at Crane Valley GC.  If you would like to 

play please call Roger on 07970 977404.   

Roger Paull 



All Saints School 

Spectacular Summer Fete 
Friday 11

th
 July 2014  

From 6pm 

BBQ 

BOUNCY CASTLE 

ARCHERY 

FACE PAINTING 

ART & CRAFTS 

BIDDING WALL & RAFFLE 
 

FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY & FREE ENTRY! 

Peter Hibbert 

Peter and Ginny Hibbert bought The Old Forge some four years ago.  Peter’s 

principal career had been as an Army officer where he rose to the rank of 

lieutenant colonel and served in many parts of the world.  Subsequently, he 

and Ginny lived in the region of Saint- Emilion in France for around 20 years 

where Peter, a fluent French speaker and Francophile, was involved in the 

wine trade.  Sadly this idyllic life was brought to an end when Peter was 

diagnosed with cancer and had to return to England for treatment.  This kind 

and courteous man lived a quiet life, liked and respected by all who knew 

him.   

He died at the end of May in St Margaret’s Hospice in Yeovil and St Peter’s Church was packed for his 

funeral, taken by the Revd William Ridding and Peter’s brother-in-law, the Revd Professor Dr Michael 

Fass.  The congregation were reminded of his devotion to his family, his skills as a horseman, his love of 

dogs and his exemplary dress sense!  As well as his family and friends many former regimental 

colleagues from his time in the Queens Royal Irish Hussars also attended, travelling from all over the 

country. Touchingly, and an indication of his popularity, were the friends who had taken the trouble to 

travel from France to say farewell to a man well liked, and respected for his deep knowledge of wine.  

       

Tim Villiers 



Welcome Club 
Thirty -five members attended the June meeting.  

The minutes for the previous meeting were read and approved. 

Margaret reminded the members of the pick-up times for the trip on Friday, 20 
June. 

The guest speaker was Chris Shaw who gave a very informative and illustrated talk 
entitled Explore Japan.  The talk was designed to illustrate how a modern and 
vibrant Japan lives side by side with the old traditions of the country. 

After tea and the raffle the meeting closed at 4.10pm. 

The next meeting will be on 16 July when the speaker will be Colin Dean on the topic ‘It Shouldn’t 
Happen to a Speaker’. 

There will be no meeting in August. 

As always visitors are  welcome.      
Margaret McKay 

WaterAid 200 Plant Stall 

Thank you to everyone who bought plants or pots from our small stall; you have helped raise £41 for 

WaterAid 200. 

WaterAid 200 is a mountain challenge for teams to choose and climb one of 200 hills or mountains 

across the UK. There is something suitable for everyone which is why this year we ‘climbed’ Leith Hill 

in Surrey with our small grandson Ralph, who walked all the way. 

The money raised this year will go to help people in Nepal, especially the women who collect the 

water for all the family. WaterAid will help families have access to clean water and toilet facilities. 

This means that the children will be healthy, less money from their meagre wages will be spent on 

medical bills and the women will have more time to work to help support their families.  

Many thanks                           

Neil and Win Gillard 

Village Show – Saturday 6 September 

There is still time to grow those prize winning flowers, fruit and vegetables, 

as well as brushing-up on cake-making and other culinary skills, while 

preparing chutneys and so on. 

The schedules will be distributed shortly. 

Once again, the show will end with a grand tea. 


