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A message from the editors 
 
  During these unprecedented times we have asked a number of the younger villagers about how life 
has been for them. 
Hannah and Mollie have just finished, or are in the midst of, their university courses. These are precious times for 
students when the world is an open book and their hopes and dreams are beginning to be realised. Covid 19 has 
seriously disrupted this for them and we are grateful for their shared thoughts. 
Elsie has had to go to school through lockdown and her comments on how much she has enjoyed it all are 
wonderful.  
Billy has been homeschooled and his pond project is a delightful read, along with his front cover picture. Annabelle 
has written about den building…in the sitting room! 
Finally a teacher, Susan, has explained some of the problems facing secondary teachers during this time.  
 
CP and RP 

 

Having Mother to Dinner 
                  
 Brian invited his mother over for dinner. During the course of the meal, Brian’s mother couldn’t help but 
notice how beautiful Brian’s flat mate, Jennifer, was. Brian’s mum had long been suspicious of the plutonic 
relationship between Brian and Jennifer and this had only made her more curious.       
 Over the course of the evening, she started to wonder if there was more between Brian and Jennifer than 
met the eye. Reading his mother’s thoughts, Brian volunteered, “I know what you must be thinking but I assure 
you Jennifer and I are just flat mates”. About a week later, Jennifer came to Brian saying, “Ever since your mother 
came to dinner, I have been unable to find the beautiful silver gravy ladle. You don’t suppose she took it do you?” 
Brian said, “Well, I doubt it, but I will send her an email; just to be sure.” 
 So he set down and wrote: “mum, I’m not saying you ‘did’ take the gravy ladle from the house, I’m not 
saying you ‘did not’ take the gravy ladle. But the fact remains that one has been missing ever since you were here 
for dinner. Love Brian” 
 Several days later, Brian received an email back from his mother that read: “Dear Son, I’m not saying that 
you ‘do’ sleep with Jennifer, I’m not saying you ‘do not’ sleep with Jennifer. But the fact remains that if Jennifer is 
sleeping in her own bed, she would have found the gravy ladle by now. Love, Mum” 

Lesson of the day: ‘Never lie to your mother’. 

By kind permission of Forrest Edge Group of Churches, Gloucester. 



Teaching in the Time of Lockdown. 
 

Where were you when you heard the announcement?  

“Which one?” You may well ask, there have been so many lately…… 

 

I am talking about the Prime Minister’s statement, on the 18th of March, that there would be no 

exams this summer for A level and GCSE students. Huddled around my phone, my heart went out 

to, and broke for, all of my students. 

 

As teachers we are mandated to teach our subjects with passion, motivation, understanding and 

depth of knowledge, all the while ensuring progress irrespective of level of ability. Furthermore, we 

are to know our students, not as statistics but as individuals. How do they learn best? How can we 

encourage knowledge acquisition whilst maintaining engagement? We must promote independence 

of learning alongside a drive and dedication to the subject. In classrooms up and down the country, 

teachers work side by side, adjusting their learning and teaching styles dependent on their student’s 

needs. We know the students inside out. They get to know us. The devastation now felt is raw. 

 

It took us 3 days to take our entire curriculum for the rest of the Spring term online. Free school 

meals were arranged, resources were provided for those without internet access. Support to families 

as well as students were (and are) provided with care, confidentiality and compassion. We have 

taught our own children at home, kept schools open for key workers children, continually created 

and updated our learning platforms and material. Fast forward 13 weeks and we are teaching socially 

distanced classes on site, homeschooling, teaching live online lessons to our key stage 4 and 5 

students, creating engaging and challenging online work for key stage 3 as well as giving positive 

and specifically targeted feedback and motivation to both parents and students. We are checking in 

with our tutees, listening to our students fears and trying to reassure them as best we can. Support 

networks have been established for families, students and colleges alike.  

 

We do this because we care. This is more than a mandate, this is why we became teachers. To 

provide quality education is our privilege, it always HAS been hard work, but now, more so than 

ever. Having spent 12 years prior to teaching in business, I can honestly say I have never seen such 

dedicated leadership, teamwork and support as that I have witnessed in the last 3 months at my 

school. 

 

Finally, to my students. These students, all of them, irrespective of circumstances have gone home 

and done what they were asked to do. They have completed the work, asked a few questions and 

complied. Separated from friends and loved ones, a whole generation of young people are working 

as we would expect university aged students to work. On their own, independently (with some 

support I know) but not in a classroom led by a teacher. They have done magnificently. 

 

For most students, results day is really the beginning, not the end, of an academic path. Results day, 

whatever the outcome, is the first big step into the adult world, with all the excitement and wonder 

that lies in store. Possibilities open up and dreams become real. For many students it is the first real 

milestone that they have put their heart and soul into. I hope wholeheartedly that when this day 

comes, our GCSE and A level students will be able to feel as we, their teachers do. They have 

worked so hard, they should be so proud. Despite everything, this is the start of the next adventure. 

Their sense of achievement is well deserved and very hard won. In the words of Arthur Ashe “Start 

where you are. Use what you have. Do what you can.” 

 

Susan Rancourt 



 

The Grove Medical Centre to your communities 
  

Note; Although this message has been put out by The Grove Medical Centre it is applicable also to both patients 

of The Apples Medical Centre and Yetminster Health Centre. 
  

**PATIENT NOTICE** 
 

We have been advised that as per guidance for hospitals we also ask anybody entering 

the building to wear a face covering, even if you are only collecting a prescription. This 

does not need to be a medical grade mask. Exceptions are children under 11, those with 

disabilities or breathing difficulties, or if you are accompanying someone who relies on 

lip reading. Thank you for your continued understanding. 
  

Thank you 

  

Regards 

Roger Marsh 

Chair – Patient Participation Group 

The Grove Medical Centre, Sherborne. 

 
CUTTING  OUR  LANE  VERGES 

 
Neil and Margaret have written lyrically in recent issues about the joys of nature this spring: How green and 
quiet our walks have become. Unfortunately, in early June the flail mowing destroyed what was promising to be 
a beautiful show of roadside flowers. Such destruction may be necessary for vehicle driver sight lines on bends 
and junctions, but not everywhere and surely not up and down our cul-de-sacs. 
 
Springwatch presenters on BBC2 in May and June were positive when asking people to reconsider their lawn 
mowing regimes. The apparent need, largely amongst the male of our species, to cut grass short could be the 
subject of another more complex, probably psychological, article on neatness, but our verges don't look neat, 
they look battered, bashed, beaten. Too late for this year and by September they may have recovered 
sufficiently to be worthy of another destructive flail. What can be done?The Dorset Council website under 
Roads, then Maintenance : “Verges may be cut seven times a year, rural roads...less frequently". Also mentioned 
are “Conservation Verge Trials" where it says Dorset has over 4970 miles of rural verges...we spend vast 
amounts each year cutting verges" Unfortunately, the closest this trial gets is Blandford. I have asked we be 
included. In the meantime we have an elected representative on DC and we can email him 
(grahamcarrjones@gmail.com) with our views on how our verges should look. 

H Dike 

The joke Box curtesy of Billy. Thank you Billy. 
 

    Why are elephants wrinkled?  
    Because they don’t fit on an ironing board!  

 

 How do bears keep their caves cool?  
  Bear conditioning!  

 

 What kind of table is always in the kitchen?  

  A vegetable!  
 



 

How Did Covid 19 Effect your Life Hannah 

I consider myself deeply fortunate to have graduated university in 2019. Look at it this way - during the most 
stressful year of university, the year above me had to brave staff strikes (a significant amount of instruction and 
support was lost) and the ‘beast from the east’. If you think student houses are normally cold, imagine winter 2018 
with a broken boiler and an unsympathetic landlord. The year below me experienced another round of strikes and 
have had to forgo their graduation celebrations - some didn't even get to say goodbye and have a last knees-up 
with their friends before they scattered back home to finish their dissertations in their childhood bedrooms. 
Despite the fact that I have been fairly unsuccessful in my job hunt over the past year, the memories of graduation 
and my final year have provided motivation and comfort during the low moments. This year’s graduates won’t have 
these luxuries. 
I won't lie though, lockdown has been difficult. Even though I was already living at home and struggling to find a job 
before COVID-19, like everyone else my life has changed drastically. Prior to lockdown, I had a variety of jobs. I 
have served as a catalogue-maker, a dog walker, a playground supervisor, and a primary school support reader, in 
addition to being an unpaid gardener for my parents. But since late March the offices are closed, the dogs are 
walked (now by family members staying at home), and the last thing children need is another adult reminding them 
that they can't play chase and have to stay an appropriate distance apart. I won’t lie though, my last canine client 
got me in a bit of a mess with a stampede of horses and an angry bull. So probably for the best. 
My spring and summer initially held more promise on the employment front. At the start of April, I was booked 
onto a three month language course in Spain to improve my Spanish, largely forgotten after starting university. I 
was also investigating jobs in Spain for after my course for English-Spanish speakers and even performed an in-
depth translation assessment for a PR agency who required proficiency in three languages: Spanish, English, and 
American. Having lived in the US for most of my youth, I can tell the difference between colloquialisms from both 
sides of the Atlantic and applied my knowledge to the four-part assessment, which took approximately two hours.   
I never heard back. 
This is not uncommon in the job market, and even though it took a good amount of effort I found the challenge 
interesting. A month later I realized that the company probably had me fulfil an overdue task in their in-tray and 
left it at that. 
The language course itself was never officially cancelled, but as Spain closed its borders and became a major 
hotspot in the pandemic I decided that catching a flight to Seville probably wouldn't be my smartest choice. Just 
because I can watch a telenovela with the captions on doesn’t mean I’d fare well reading health instructions in 
Spanish during a global pandemic. 
For late summer and early autumn I was supposed to go to New Zealand for a ski instructor internship. I would 
have a few weeks of training and work till the end of the season - this would give me a competitive international 
qualification and work experience. My plan was that if the grad schemes I had applied to fell through then I could 
work as a ski instructor during the European ski season: November to April. The internship looked excellent, I 
passed the interview, and the recruiter highlighted that they would be eager to help me find a job via their contacts 
at European resorts after I had finished the program. 
About a month ago I found out the internship was off. New Zealand is not planning on letting anyone in anytime 
soon, and so only local New Zealanders or those already in the country can take part. This didn't come as 
shocking news, but the fact that I lost my deposit did. 
 But I'm not alone. Of my friends who did manage to secure jobs before COVID-19, the vast majority have been 
furloughed and will most likely be made redundant in the coming months as many companies employ the 'last in, 
first out' policy. One friend who finished her TEFL teaching course in December, on which she spent her savings, 
planned to travel to Vietnam in March and teach English at a primary school. Early this year, as travel to Asia 
became increasingly discouraged, she set up as an online teacher, but soon found that 'everyone and their mother' 
was getting into online teaching due to the rise in home-schooling. There are now too many over qualified 
teachers online and she cannot get any work, even though she was top of her class. 
 We all feel that even though things could be better, they could be worse. Some are trapped in their city flats 
staring at four walls. Although I am not a country girl at heart and in previous months lamented that there is not 
much for a twenty-something to do here, right now I appreciate the peace. I treasure our garden and my mum's 
vegetable planting obsession. I am glad that we can take turns standing in the queue at Sainsbury's, which is fairly 
short in comparison to those in more populated areas. And even though I would have more freedom living with 
people my own age, as I expected I would be by now, living as a family unit again, something that hasn't happened in 
about ten years since my sister left for university, has provided laughs and memories to treasure that I know we 
wouldn't have without lockdown. 
 My sympathetic aunt recently sent me an article that said that my generation faces the toughest job market for 75 
years. Specifically, COVID-19 has deteriorated our economic prospects and will produce 'scars that will last [our] 
entire lives'. Bit dismal. But I think we'll be alright - we've got access to Dad's gin cupboard.  
                     Hannah Taylor  



 

Recipe for a lockdown mega-den 
 
Ingredients: 
 
Parental permission (my Mum made me write this) 
A big space (as big as possible) 
5 or 6 rugs, sheets or blankets 
Clothes pegs 
Any available pieces of furniture (the bigger the better) 
A mattress….if possible, and size of den depending 
Fairly lights 
Pillows, cushions and a duvet 
 
 
 
Method: 
 
Identify the biggest pieces of furniture that will provide support 
(For example, tables are good, chairs are useful but may need to be weighted down) 
Pin the biggest sheets from table to chair, you can attach with pegs 
Add as many sheets as possible to create a big roof. 
You can layer sheets over to create walls and a door 
Decorate the inside with pillows and duvet 
Add the fairy lights 
 
Then you can get in and make it your own!  
For an extra wow factor you can add a TV  
so you can watch films in it! 
 
Annabelle  

 
Hedgehog News 

 
Deaths in Paradise. Sad news for Hedgehog Friends.  I am sad to say I have had reports of 3 
dead hog recently. All have been killed by a predator.  The exceptionally dry weather has been 
wonderful for humans but not very pleasant for animals who rely on earth worms. 
I felt incredibly sad when I found one dead hog in my  garden. 
Despite my initial sadness, I am now back on track and determined to continue promoting 
hedgehog awareness. 
               
So don’t forget to give our prickly friends a bowl of fresh water, and supplement their food with cat 
biscuits or dog biscuits. (No peanuts as they get stuck in their teeth.) 
              
Hedgehogs will benefit from a year-round water supply by creating a pond, they will thrive on the 
added insects and amphibians that it will attract.  Hedgehogs are excellent swimmers. Just make 
sure there is a gently sloping edge for them to escape. 
 
Lastly please AVOID using slug pellets. 
  
Jo Williams 
  



LAMENT by Margaret Waddingham 
 

I’m having a terrible hair day,  
it goes up when it ought to lie down,  

it’s got squiggles and swirls 
and peculiar curls - 

it’s not my usual crown.  
 

I’m having a terrible hair day,  
like Alice’s untidy White Queen  

think my hairbrush is lost somewhere in it 
for it’s nowhere else to be seen.  

 
Did I say I’m having a bad hair day? 
It’s too short to be put into plaits,  

it’s too bushy to pin it out of the way - 
Oh, please come Di the Hair,  

 I’m scaring the neighboring cats.  
 

I’m having a terrible hair day.  
I’m really sorry to moan 

but this morning I snipped it 
and made it much worse 

and now it’s uneven,  
it would make a saint curse 

and I’ve lost my brush and can’t find my comb.  
 

When she returns, this saviour of mine,  
with her scissors and drier and smiles,  

I’ll shower her with flowers and chocolates and things,  
I’ll give her a clap, think of something to sing,  
I’ll distantly hug her, such joy she will bring - 
I’ll leave her to sort out the mess that I’m in  

and bring my hair back to some style.  

           

   Yes Please, I Would Love It! 
 
 Have you been one of the many people in our Village who have had a good  
clear-out over the past few months?  Cupboards and wardrobes, lofts and sheds have all been 
thoroughly gone through and now look bigger and cleaner and you feel lighter and brighter for 
having done it. But oh look, the garage is piled high with dear beloved things that had to go!  
 
For one issue only we thought you could do a shout out of any useful dear beloved items that 
others may use.  For instance, I know Josie has a garden pump looking for a new home! Vinny has a 
fine collection of books. One has patterns to make dressing up clothes for children, and there are a 
variety of recipe books. These things are too good for the tip and still useful to others. 
 
Get in touch with me and let me know what you want to offer and I will publish the list for the 
August -September issue. Dead line is the 15th of July. It is such a lovely way to dispose of 
unwanted items and so easy too! 
  
Call Rachel on 363886 or email the Caundler e-mail  
 

thecaundler@stourtoncaundle.org.uk name it, ‘Do you want this’? 
 
Thank you. 
 



 

A message to patients of The Apples and The Grove Medical Centres and 
Yetminster Health Centre.  

 
 Video Consultations Using accuRx Introduction:  

  
In light of recent events, Sherborne Area Network (The Apples and The Grove Medical Centres and Yetminster 
Health Centre), have decided to adopt virtual consultation software in order to minimise contact between patients 
and clinicians, without compromising on the quality of care given.  
  
They are using a solution called accuRx which is approved by the NHS and is currently in use across many GP 
surgeries. It removes the need for you to visit the medical centre, yet still enables an ongoing clinical dialogue.  
  
This guide shows you how to accept an accuRx video call from your GP using a mobile phone.   
  
It's completely free to use.  
  
What do I need for it to work? A smartphone, either with working Wifi/3G/4G connection.  iPhones running 
older software that has not been updated (iOS 12 and earlier) will need to download the ‘Whereby’ app to join the 
consultation (you will not require to create a Whereby app account).  
  
what happens? You will be sent a link via SMS which will take you both through to a video consultation on your 
phones.  The link is valid for 24 hours.  
  
Is it recorded? No. The video and audio communication is only visible to participants on the call and is not 
recorded or stored in any form.  
  
How do I give my consent to use accuRx for a consultation? As a patient you agree to take part in the 
process by clicking on the link to the video consultation. You can dissent at any point by either not clicking on the 
link to the video consultation or leaving the video consultation.   
  
What are the advantages of video consultations?  
  Consultations may take place when patients are in self isolation. 
  Remote consultation significantly lowers the risk of infection to healthcare professionals and administrative 
staff.  
 Lowers the risk of infection to the rest of the population as infected patients are not travelling or in waiting 
rooms.  
  
Remember your consultation is private between yourself and your GP. Please ensure that you are in 
a private, well-lit area where you will not be disturbed during the consultation.  
  
The AccuRx SMS text system secure link has many other facilities to help your GP understand your condition.   
You may receive a message asking you to send a photograph of a skin condition.  Your GP may send you a 
message containing an update following your consultation.  You may be requested to provide additional 
information on your condition prior to your actual GP consultation.  
 (See the Village web sit for PDF for further information showing details of how to use the app on your mobile 
phone). 

       
 VILLAGE HALL ‘100’ CLUB PRIZE WINNERS 

 

   Drawn on 15th June 2020: 
 
      First Prize:   £25.00              No.261            Nic Block 

      Second Prize:   £20.00           No.16             Stuart Walker 

      Third Prize:      £15.00           No.52             Vanessa Simon 
 
      The next two draws will be on 15th July and 12th August.        

Anna Oliver 



How Covid-19 has affected my teenage life  
 
I am currently studying Theology at Cardiff University, going into my third year. It is an absolutely incredible city and I 
feel very at home there, with a great set of friends, Church, and loving my course. Of course, nearing the end of second 
year with deadlines approaching, the sun starting to come out, Covid hit. This was so unexpected as just a week before 
many of us headed home we had been enjoying the city, celebrating birthdays and making the most of the sun (a rare 
sight in Wales). All of a sudden lecturer’s were warning us that teaching may be online, and the semester cut short, this 
was an odd feeling as suddenly we had to decide our plans for the rest of the term before lockdown hit. As a result, all 
of us had to say a very sudden goodbye to each other and it was certainly not, as a house, the end of the semester we 
were expecting. Normally after exams everyone is relaxing, celebrating and enjoying the city without the stress of work 
but now we faced pressure to get home, stay safe whilst saying a very tearful, rushed goodbye. My friends in 3rd year 
faced an even harder time, graduation cut, and having to suddenly leave friends they had known throughout their 
degrees; many are going onto jobs that are not situated in Cardiff.         
I was collected with all my things (odd seeing my empty room) and drove back across the Millennium bridge to Stourton 
Caundle (breaking down on the way home and having to be towed to the garage) …, a world apart from the busy City 
of Cardiff. Upon return I felt like I was coming home for a weekend but had to wrap my head around the fact that this 
would be a little longer and with no certainty at that stage of a September return. I had to get used to online teaching, 
where motivation was hard to find whilst completing many essays without resources found in our library. When work 
wound down I found time to indulge in my passion for photography, a lockdown photobook is imminent!     
As for the twins they were planning a hardworking Easter with heavy revision for their A levels. This would have been a 
culmination of all their hard work during their school experience. Two weeks into lockdown they were told to stop 
working and thus summer began… but not as they had imagined. They strangely felt cheated of the opportunity to 
prove their academic worth. A swift exit from school was required with none of the rights of passage of an 18-year-old 
school leaver…post exam celebrations, speech day, school balls and even driving tests cancelled. Thankfully the weather 
and the privilege of having a garden made things a lot more bearable. The extent of their social life revolved entirely 
around their 6 family members. The ability to step outside the home and volunteer was impossible due to one of the 
household shielding. Having slowly found a new normal, cooking, tending to the veg patch, chores and the distraction of 
a much-planned chocolate puppy, life didn’t seem so restrictive compared to many facing job loss, sickness and literal 
isolation.                 
2020 will certainly be a memorable year, lockdown 18th birthdays, uncertain University starts and a new normal that we 
will all have to get used to. This has made family appreciate each other, learn to be tolerant and aware that many are 
fearful of life after lockdown.  
Hopefully this has shifted mindsets on what is classed as important in life.  
Cannot WAIT to buy our first pint at the Trooper! 
 
Mollie Cole  
To see Mollie’s photos see back page and many more visit; 

  Instagram: @mollie_grace_photography  

School as Usual for Elsie 
Elsie lives in our village and goes to All Saints school in Bishops Caundle. Both her parents are key workers, so she and 
her brother continued their schooling throughout lock down. I caught up with Elsie after one of her busy days at 
school and I asked her how she felt about having to go to school while all the other children were at home. Here is 
what she said. 
Well I do enjoy going to school, because in actual fact it was easier to go to school and learn from my teacher than 
from my parents who might not understand what I am learning. We have a really nice teacher who is different from my 
normal teacher and she is really good at teaching me, I really like her. There are different children in my class from my 
normal class, but I don’t mind that at all. I do miss my friends especially my best friend, it felt weird and odd without 
her there, but some of my other friends are there so it is all right.  
                  
      
I missed doing our usual art class because we had to do what the other class are doing. I really loved playing outside as 
we have a new slide and climbing frame, but I loved the new monkey bars. Although I could use the monkey bars be-
fore I wasn't that good at it. But know I have practiced I can go right across. I don’t mind going to school at all and I am 
very proud of my parents who have to work through the Covid Pandemic”.   
 
I asked Elsie if she felt safe at school.  “I do feel safe and I do feel surrounded by kind people who care about me and 
want to keep me safe. I am never worried about getting Coronavirus at school. I am looking forward to going back to 
school in September when everything is back to normal though and my best friend will be there”.   
 
Thank you Elsie, I’m sure she is hoping that too.  RP 
 





To Do List 
 

Delay; defer; equivocate 
Make some tea; procrastinate 

Scroll through news; stroke the cat 
Readjust the thermostat. 

 
Dawdle; dither; hem and haw 
fill the kettle; chew my jaw 

write nine words; spin on chair 
play six games of solitaire. 

 
Observe the merry, dappled light 
dancing on the screen of white 
print out words; paper crunch 
stroke the cat; break for lunch. 

 
Prioritise new tasks to shirk 

resolve myself to do some work 
look at Twitter; spin on chair 

make a brew; loiter; stare. 
 

Scroll through news; stare some more 
reorganise the kitchen drawer 
write nine words; cross six out 
stroke the cat; stoke self-doubt. 

 
Make tea; stroke cat; scroll news; stare 

Twitter; chair-spin; solitaire 
stroke tea; spin news; scroll cat; wallow 

write To Do list for tomorrow. 
 

Brian Bilston 
 

An offering from Vinny Taylor 



 
My Lockdown Home Learning Project 

A conversation with Billy 
 

When Billy showed me his beautiful drawing, I asked him what had inspired him to draw such a lovely picture. 
“This is a picture of my pond he said with such pride. Our pond started off as a bucket of water to see what 
might happen.  Then Ray gave me some tadpoles’, so I needed to make a bigger pond. I dug a big hole. Then I 
wanted to put a big rock in my pond. I found one, and mum had to help me as it was so heavy and there were 
lots of ants all over it and one bit Mum. (oh poor Josie), I did not think that would happen. (Billy laughed). 
Then Ray gave us some goldfish, but the fish ate some of my tadpoles, I wasn’t expecting that.  
Then I had a great idea, I wanted to make a waterfall, so Mum and I bought a pump, but it was the wrong 
pump, it was too powerful and sucked up all my tadpoles, everything. I really didn’t expect that.   (Poor Josie 
who was holding her hand over her mouth wide eyed with horror. Obviously she didn’t either). One of my 
tadpoles which had two back legs manage to somehow escape”, Billy went on, “ I spotted him on one of my 
rocks. Mum said, lesson learned we need a smaller pump. Seeing all my tadpoles sucked up with everything 
else, I think mum is right.  So we bought a smaller pump which is exactly right now.  I put some water lilies in 
my pond to make it look pretty and creatures can hide, and rocks around the edges to try and stop our cat 
eating the fish, I did not expect that either. We had four fish, our cat ate one, then Ray gave us two more, so 
we now have five goldfish and one tadpole that is turning into a frog. Oh and one newt.  
We went to a lady’s house along the road, (Joy Bastable) to chose some plants to put round the edges. I love 
my pond now. It is such fun watching things happening in it. I might need to make it bigger”.    
 
Wonderful Billy, (good luck with that Josie).  
 
Thank you for telling me about your lockdown project Billy. It sounds 
like quite an adventure making your pond and a fun way of learning too.    
 
Billy and RP     

 

Church News 
Things will no doubt continue to change in the coming weeks before we are allowed to open the 
church for worship, but it has been suggested that we could confine opening the church  to Sundays 
and Wednesdays only. This would leave a period in between when, in Covid terms, the church 
'cleans' itself of possible infection and it would remove the necessity to wipe down all surfaces etc. 
on a daily basis. 
On these two days the gate at the bottom of the church path and the South Church door will be 
propped open. However, the metal gate will be kept shut to stop the birds and animals getting in. 
There will be a notice on the church board to this effect and a second notice on the barn so that 
people wishing to enter the church do not have a wasted journey.  
If anyone has any problems regarding all this, please get in touch - 01963 362692 

Vinny Taylor  



To everyone in Dorset Thank you. 
 
Thank you for all you’ve done; you can continue to help us help you. 
 
The NHS in Dorset would like to say thank you for everything you are doing to support our staff during the global 
coronavirus pandemic.  
 
We are incredibly proud of all that our amazing NHS staff have achieved with the help and support of all other key 
workers. We’d like to say a huge thank you to them too.  
Thanks to your support and commitment, you have helped to reduce the spread of the virus, saved lives and 
protected your NHS in Dorset. Sadly, coronavirus has not gone away and it looks as though it will be with us for at 
least the next 12 months and possibly beyond. We need to remain vigilant and prepared for a potential second 
peak. We will need your continued support and help as we move forward together under a ‘new normal’ for 
everyone.   
 
During the coronavirus pandemic our staff have been working hard to ensure all patients who need care - not just 
those with coronavirus - have been able to get it. To avoid unnecessary contact, and to protect patients, some 
appointments and surgeries have been postponed and others rapidly transformed to be delivered differently using 
technology.  
 
We’d like to be upfront with you that the way we’re delivering local health services will continue to be different. 
Returning services quickly to how they ran before this pandemic is not possible. This will take time as we know 
coronavirus is likely to be with us for a while. 
We are ensuring that all urgent problems are being seen and must stress that people with possible heart attacks, 
strokes, severe infections, and life-threatening illness call 999 and those with worrying symptoms of cancer seek 
help from their GP without delay. 
 
GPs are continuing to maintain as much care as possible, including immunisations and screening procedures. As in 
the last few weeks, electronic consultation, telephone and video consultation will be the first contact as this 
ensures safety for patients and staff. GP staff will plan care for and with you, and you should continue to contact 
them, even though the way services are delivered will look different for the foreseeable future.  
 
You can also continue to support your NHS by choosing the right care when you need it. We are here for you. If 
you aren’t sure where to go visit www.111.nhs.uk or call 111 and this service will be able to book appointments 
directly with urgent treatment centres, minor injuries units and out of-hours GP services for non life-threatening 
conditions; please use these services as the hospital A&E facilities must be kept for emergencies.  
 
We will continue to ask patients to attend face-to-face services only when it is really necessary, and where it can 
be done safely without putting our patients, the public or our staff at greater risk of catching coronavirus. Where 
possible, appointments will continue to be offered using remote services such as a video or phone consultation.  
 
At the same time, we are looking at how we restore routine services at our hospitals and other services in a way 
that is safe for everyone. This is a huge task for our hardworking staff as they continue to provide care alongside 
implementing social distancing measures, apply caution, and put safety first; and our staff will do their best to let 
our patients know how it will affect them.  
 
Meanwhile, it’s important for you to look after your health and wellbeing at this current time – which will also 
support your local NHS. See www.livewelldorset.co.uk  
Finally, we’d like to thank you all for your continued help, support and understanding at this time.  
Thank you from your local NHS in Dorset.   
 
Signed by:  
• Nick Johnson, Acting Chief Executive, Dorset County Hospital NHS Foundation Trust  
• Professor Alastair Hutchison, Medical Director, Dorset County Hospital NHS Foundation Trust 
• Tim Goodson, Chief Officer, NHS Dorset CCG 
• Dr Forbes Watson, Chair, NHS Dorset CCG  

 Dr Karen Kirkham, Assistant Clinical Chair, NHS Dorset CCG.  

 And other associates not listed here.  




