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An overview 

When we published a ‘snowy’ picture on the cover of the last issue of the magazine, we did not 

intend it to be a weather forecast.   But that is what it turned out to be, as hard frosts and snow 

were a feature of December.  How pretty the village and surrounding countryside looked in the 

fresh snow and what fun many had on their toboggans.  But how quickly the charm disappeared as 

we slithered on the ice and struggled to get our provisions, be they food, heating oil or medical 

prescriptions! 

However the spirit of community co-operation soon kicked in, with the owners of 4x4 vehicles and 

tractors providing lifts and tows where needed.  The Trooper’s newly established shop-within-a-pub 

could not have opened at a better time and many a household was able to avoid nerve wracking 

car journeys by buying the essentials of daily life in the centre of the village.  The ability to have a 

cup of coffee and pick up a daily paper at the same time made the whole shopping experience into 

something that could be enjoyed.  Thank you, Kevin and Zena. 

Thank you, too, to Mike Peach – the post may not have been delivered for six days and the rubbish 

not collected for three weeks, but newspapers were delivered every day without fail to those on the 

Candy’s paper round.  A valiant and much appreciated effort. 

In the second part of Rosemary Julius’s reminiscences on pages six and seven she describes The 

Queen’s Coronation day in 1953 and other village events in the 1950s. Following on the royal 

theme, there is a suggestion that  Prince William’s  wedding in April should be celebrated with a 

street party.  Looking even further ahead, 2012 is not only Olympic year, but also The Queen’s 

Diamond Jubilee (60th anniversary of her succession to the throne) – how will we mark that? The 

Jubilee Oak was planted to mark Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee while trees were planted at the 

time of the Coronation and more at the time of the Silver Jubilee – should we take advantage of 

the Woodland Trust’s offer of trees and plant even more, avenues perhaps on some of the 

approach roads to the village?  

Elsewhere in this issue we hope that smiles will be brought to faces by the descriptions of events 

over the past two months. The school in Bishop’s Caundle has written about their world and there 

is also notice of events planned for later in the year, such as the Villagers’ Day planned for 12 June 

– Christine Holdstock has gallantly taken on the running of this .   

We hope that you enjoy this edition of the magazine with its mixed bag of information, comment 

and entertainment.       

Tim Villiers 



A letter (to the editor) 

What a great idea the nativity scenes in people’s windows; they looked lovely as you walked 

through the village. 

Also, how well the church was decorated, especially the window done by the primary children of 

Bishop’s Caundle school depicting the nativity. 

Congratulations to you all on a job well done. 

Delia Lane 

Village Hall ‘100’ Club monthly draw   

 

The draw for December 2010 took place on 17 December at the Welcome Club Christmas Lunch.  The winners 

were: 
 

First Prize:   £25.00  No.28  Sue Simon 

Second Prize:  £20.00  No.46  Dave Foster 

Third Prize:   £15.00  No.205 Ro Perkins 

Fourth Prize:  £10.00  No.105 Rosemary Gane 
 

The draw for January 2011 took place on 14 January at The Trooper.  The winners were: 

New Year Bonus Prize: £25.00  No.53  Euphan Scott 

First Prize:   £15.00  No.11  Roger Paull  

Second Prize:  £12.00  No.58  Jane Onslow 

Third Prize:   £10.00  No.30  Christine Peters 

The February Draw will take place on Wednesday 16 February at The Trooper.  

Anna Oliver 

 

Parish Council report 
The Parish Council met on 24 November, and co-opted Mr. Hedley Walker, after a vote, to fill the 

vacancy left by Maggie Buckler.  A planning application to build a replacement dwelling at Fairways in 

Cat Lane was objected to because of the balcony on the south side which would have overlooked 

neighbouring properties.  A revised plan without the balcony was subsequently approved and 

permission granted by NDDC. Tenders were approved for grass cutting in the churchyard for £700 

for the season and grass cutting at Brimble Cottages £280, both reimbursed by NDDC.  The play-

area total of £560 and the cemetery 14 cuts at £120 per cut, are paid for by the Parish Council. We 

are very grateful to Keith Murphy and Paul Lane who cut the churchyard and the cemetery to a high 

standard and at well below commercial charges. 

At a meeting on 13 January, there were no objections to plans for alterations at Myrtle Cottage.  

There was a long discussion about a new house proposed for The Butts in Rowden Mill Lane with 

concerns that felling some of the trees would make the large building very prominent on the elevated 

site.  It was agreed to hold a site meeting on 22 January before a final decision was made. Flyers 

were distributed to neighbours. 

Problems caused by the snow and ice were discussed; council gritting was reduced although the grit 

bin had been kept stocked and well used.  Grateful thanks to parishioners who helped keep some of 

the steeper hills gritted. Please note grit is for road use and not intended for private drives etc. It 

was agreed to prioritise keeping one route as clear as possible which would be Cat Lane/Waterloo 

Lane so people could at least get out of the village onto a main road, as well as the High Street. The 

blocked drains causing water to run down roads and freeze have been reported to Highways. 

The budget for 2011/12 was discussed and the precept was increased, reluctantly, by 2% to £6120.  

It is necessary to keep a contingency fund because the stone wall around the cemetery is falling 

down. The first emergency repair cost of £650 was approved but more work will need to be done. 

Sue Harris 01963 362864  

Late news from the Parish Council 
The site meeting at The Butts in Rowden Mill Lane on 22 January was attended by 21 people 

including the owner. It was very worthwhile, giving everyone a chance to see the layout of the site 

and the trees proposed for removal.  The owner also discussed the plans and answered questions. 

The six parish councillors present agreed unanimously to approve the plans. 

Sue Harris 



The visit 

Quiet country lanes, gently rolling green hills and cloudless blue skies, cattle lowing in the fields, 

footpaths everywhere, a hidden lake, thatched cottages and stone-walled farmsteads, birdsong instead 

of jet-plane song, a pub as a bonus. 

Where is this magic place ? ?  Shangri-La ? ?   No ! – It’s Stourton Caundle – a beautiful village in the 

heart of the Dorset countryside. 

This was our impression last October when we visited some of our family for a short visit.  We were only 

with them for three short days, but with kind weather, good company, gentle walks around the village 

and a visit to the old church, our stay was happily filled with pleasure. 

A highlight was attending the Village Hall for an AGM of the Welcome Club with  tea & cakes etc, when 

we met and enjoyed the company of the locals and were entertained by a visiting farmer’s wife who 

spoke in rhyme for 40 minutes on the “joys” of her life. (Magnificent !) 

Altogether it was a memorable visit to a village where time has stood still and where “old values” are 

the key.  Keep your secret ! We won’t tell !  But we will return, as the old saying goes. 

Words from the veg patch  
After a somewhat ominous initial silence, there has actually been a very encouraging response 

to the appeal for interest in the allotments, to the extent that we now have two allotments that 

have been taken by individuals, and the three remaining ones will be used by a group of ten or 

so of us, working together (and hopefully, in harmony!). 

We will all be putting a bit of money in the kitty to cover seeds, rotavator hire, etc, and people 

are already contacting me with their lists of veg that they would like to grow. In due course I 

will produce a rota for the weekly working parties and the whole thing will be underway. 

Participants will only be on the working party every fourth week, so it’s not too onerous. If you 

haven’t yet emailed me your vegetable wish-list (sounds like one of K Murphy’s fantasies.....) 

then get in touch soon. My email is jhnwaltham@yahoo.co.uk. 

And it’s not too late to join the group – we’ve got space down there for a few more people who 

like good, fresh, home grown vegetables grown in a sociable way!       

   John Waltham 

Gardening tips 
Weather permitting, now is a good time to prepare for this coming season’s runner bean crop. 

Dig out a trench to the required length, two spits wide and one-and-a-half spits deep, and 

leave open. 

During the next 6-8 weeks or so, throw all uncooked vegetable waste, shredded paper, 

newspaper, well rotted compost and manure into the bottom.  Spread evenly along the trench. 

This will help to improve the soil condition, but more importantly, greatly enhance the 

moisture retaining quality  

Recipe  
Venison Casserole with Chestnuts, Port and Orange 

A perfect dish for chilly weather;  serves 6; freezes well 

Coat the venison in seasoned flour.  Heat the oil in a large saucepan or casserole and brown the meat, 

in small amounts.  Add more oil as necessary. Keep the browned meat warm in a dish in a low oven. 

Melt the redcurrant jelly gently in a small saucepan and then add the port. 

When all the meat is browned, add some more oil, lower the heat, add the sliced onions and cook for 

about 10 minutes. Then dust in 2 tsp of seasoned flour and cook for a further minute before adding the 

vegetable stock and balsamic vinegar, stirring continuously until the sauce boils. Stir in the grated 

orange rind and juice, the port and redcurrant jelly and chestnuts.  Replace the meat in the casserole 

and cover with a lid. 

Cook in a moderate oven, 350°F/ 180°C/ Gas mark 4 for 2 hours.  

Delicious served with creamy mashed potato and braised celery or leeks  

Maureen Villiers 

900g venison, trimmed and  

  cut into chunks about 3.5cm in size 

1 heaped tbsp plain flour 

¼ tsp salt and lots of   

   freshly ground black pepper 

vegetable oil  

140 ml port 

2 tsp redcurrant jelly 

2 medium onions, skinned and sliced finely 

600 ml vegetable stock 

a few drops of balsamic vinegar 

Grated rind and juice of 1 small orange 

210g of whole chestnuts in brine from tin or 

vacuum packed, (but NOT dried) 



Reminiscences of Stourton Caundle from August 1947 onward 
- part 2 

June 2nd, 1953 was the Coronation Day of Queen Elizabeth II.  Another committee was formed 

with ‘the ‘Julii’ as joint secretaries.  This was rather difficult as on Coronation Day my sister and I 

had a date in London!  However, there was a lot of help forthcoming with food and drink.  A 

fancy dress procession for the children, followed by sports.  The drinks were left in charge of my 

father and we besought him not to make them too strong for the ladies!  We came home to find 

a happy, though chilly, day was had by all.   

As there was money left over from the cost of the festivities, the committee decided to spend it 

on flowering trees at various sites, and three out of the six still remain. 

In the late 1950s and early ‘60s the church roof was in urgent need of repair, so for a few years 

we had not only church fetes (in the Vicarage garden) but also gymkhanas, the latter being run 

by Dick and Vivienne Bennett with the Julii learning the ropes.  Quite different from Pony Races! 

In 1971 the Village Hut was burnt down, and with it the Young Men’s Club billiard room which 

was a sad loss.  However, the Friendly Association’s banner was rescued by Bob Toone and 

subsequently mounted and hung in the new hall.  A committee was formed to prepare for 

rebuilding and money raising, and in the meantime meetings and events took place either in the 

school or the chapel.  Our council in those days was the Sturminster RDC which helped 

enormously with grants and advice.  Alan Blades (retired as Chief of Police in Singapore), who 

had recently come to live at Hannsfield, helped to pull the village together and get things 

moving.  All sorts of fund raising took place; there was a sponsored walk to Sherborne and back; 

Dave Perris, (landlord at The Trooper) did one to Weymouth and back.  Neighbouring villages 

were very kind and held coffee mornings on Stourton Caundle’s behalf.   

However, one of the main fund raisers was ‘The Caravan’.  This was bought second or third hand 

and converted into a mobile kitchen to refresh hungry and thirsty travellers on the A30 on their 

way westwards and back, to and from their holidays, on Friday nights and Saturdays.  We had a 

nice line in hot dogs, ham and rolls, tea, coffee and soft drinks.  It was very popular with 

travellers and filled a long-felt want.  To add to the attraction, a large piece of charred village hut 

was attached to the van and this added interest.  The caravan eventually more or less fell to 

pieces and became un-roadworthy (one wonders if it ever was!). 

In 1977 it was decided to commemorate the Queen’s Silver Jubilee by having hands put on the 

church clock and repairing the mechanism.  The clock had not been in working order since 1963 

and prior to this only struck the hours and had to be wound up every day.  The clock  was finally 

started again at 2.10pm on 1 July 1978. 

In 1974 a Garden Club was formed.  There had been a Stalbridge and District Garden Produce 

Association to which some Stourton Caundle residents belonged, but it eventually disbanded 

when no-one could be found to run it.  The Association ran an annual flower show but this too 

came to an end.  The Stourton Caundle school also had a show for a few years at the end of the 

summer term.  When the school closed the Garden Club took over the show and, except for two 

years, we have had one in September ever since. 

Things have changed enormously in the last fifty years.  Things that spring to mind; the 

instability of the water and electricity supplies then; dustbins emptied once a month; no mains 

drainage; and most of all, poverty and not enough houses.  Brimble Cottages were just being 

built which helped the housing situation.  Then we had Dutch elm disease which pretty well 

wiped out the trees.  I think we had to have at least twenty felled at Gwyers. 

Now we are getting back the primroses and cowslips, but have lost the nightingales and hares. 

Did you know that if a hare was seen in the village street it meant a fire in the village?  Hardly 

anyone speaks real Dorset now.  We are still a village, unlike some, so please God it will still be 

so in 2050 AD and not a suburb of Stalbridge.        

Rosemary Julius  23 April 1998 

A date for your diary 
 

STOURTON CAUNDLE VILLAGERS’ DAY 
SUNDAY 12 JUNE 

 
Enjoyment for all the family 



Pre-Christmas dance  
 

Fresh from their triumphant tour of the U.S.A., Ben and the Reflektors appeared at the village hall to 

provide their unique brand of 60s and 70s music for members and friends of the Welcome Club. 

The music was so good that people seemed happy enough to sit and listen, but eventually the floor 

was full of swingers bopping around and in some cases, there was dancing, the like of which had to 

be seen to be believed. 

A break was taken for a ploughman’s supper and thanks go to Paul and Delia Lane and to Helen 

Bennett for organising the catering. 

Supper was followed by the usual raffle and then it was time to let your hair down again. 

At the end of the evening Ben and his band were persuaded to play one more number and we ended 

the evening with the band playing the now traditional finale of ‘Johnny be good’. 

A splendid evening was had by all. Our thanks again go to Ben and the Reflektors for a ‘rocking’ 

good evening, and for helping to boost the funds of the Welcome Club. 

Colin McKay  

House-finding map and the website 
 

The house-finding map distributed with the magazine at the end of August has now been 

updated.  Copies are displayed on the village notice boards and on the village website : 

www.stourtoncaundle.org.uk. 

Garden club 
 

Meeting 10 December 

“Be wise, Be aware, Be careful, Be friendly” because…. 

that is what the wonderful lady Adebisi was telling us when she gave her talk on Bees on 8 

December, on a cold, clear, starry night.  What a fascinating subject and how could one not be 

interested, especially when you have such a passionate and knowledgeable speaker who spoke so 

clearly.  We all came away knowing a whole lot more about wonderful Bees.  But the chapter she 

really pushed was how all we gardeners can help to save our Bees (without them we would only live 

for four years).  All you need to do is provide pollen and nectar from February to November. There is 

a huge range of plants (including trees, shrubs and weeds) that we can all grow. 

Fill your garden with Bee friendly plants and Be happy.  I’ll buzz off now. 

Janie Harris 

Garden Club Supper 2011  

More than 50 members and guests attended the annual Garden Club supper in early January.  The 

village hall had a festive appearance, with flower arrangements on every table prepared by Maureen 

Villiers and Jane Colville. 
 

A quiz had been prepared and set up along the wall by Helen Bennett, and everybody spent a little 

time chatting with friends and neighbours whilst trying to put names to faces before sitting down to 

supper which began with home- made soup.  This was followed by a spectacular selection of dishes, 

including quiches, pasta dishes, fish pies, casseroles, baked potatoes and various salads; with an 

even more impressive range of puddings and cheeses to follow. 
 

Everything on the night was prepared, served and ultimately tidied away by members and friends of 

the Garden Club.  There were far too many helpers to list everybody here, but a special vote of 

thanks goes to Harry Dike, who yet again ran the bar, Howard Ffitch who entertained us with a 

second quiz later in the evening, and Fleur Miles who organised and ran the raffle, raising £85 for 

the club funds. 
 

 Yet again, the supper was a great success, enjoyed by all who attended and the perfect antidote to 

those post-Christmas blues. 
 

The next meeting of the Garden Club will be on Wednesday 9 February, when a representative 

from Castle Gardens will give a talk on ‘Gardening for Wildlife’.  All are welcome, and new and 

potential new members are particularly encouraged to come along to the village hall at 7.15pm 

Broken Nails 



Naturally thinking 

 

From our windows, the countryside looked a picture. Overnight fields and hills had been 

smothered with a huge gleaming duvet of snow and on several occasions hoar frosts 

transformed every twig and blade of grass into glistening Christmas decorations.  Dorset 

doesn’t often get big falls of snow and for the first few days, it was difficult not to be 

enchanted by its beauty, though maybe such people as farmers had other views.   

Snow has one great advantage – it’s a track trap.  Freshly fallen, it is clear to see the fragile 

arrows left by birds’ feet or little finger-shaped outlines of a wood mouse. A rabbit moving at 

speed leaves two large impressions from the back legs, often one in front of the other, and two 

more in front of them, usually close together.  A badger’s footprint is quite distinctive with its 

broad pads and five forward pointing toes, whilst the cloven feet of a deer are easy to pick out.   

 

Once the snow becomes hard and freezes over, things become more difficult – for the animals 

I suspect, as well as for nature detectives.  Shortly after the first fall, I was daft enough to 

render my own foot incapable of leaving any footprints, so I relied upon other people to tell me 

what was going on in the great outdoors whilst I hopped around inside.    

     

Friends reported a flock of 40-50 fieldfares devouring the fallen apples in their garden.  Among 

the flock there was a snipe – most unusual for this part of the world, though someone else also 

had had one in her garden the week before.  Redwings swooshed down on a neighbour’s 

pyracantha and had it stripped in no time.  A pheasant wandered into the garden of another 

friend, threw back its head in a theatrical sort of way and died. Perhaps the cold was just too 

much for it.  Mr Bocellii became such a rare visitor that on several occasions we feared the 

worst, but just as we were preparing to get the black ribbons out, up he popped again.   

Another bird character entered our snow filled garden – a smart little pied wagtail, aka Anton 

Du Beke because of his elegance and immaculate black and white ballroom-type plumage. He 

runs around at an enormous rate of knots, frightening off all the other ground feeders who get 

in his way.  Crusts and crumbs thrown onto fresh snow meant that the birds disappeared up to 

their chests whilst they were trying to retrieve them, so Brian found a piece of board and put 

them on that instead.  The freezing temperatures didn’t stop them bathing.  As soon as we had 

thawed out their water, they first drank, then wallowed!    

 

What a marvellous autumn it was for colour – and I don’t just mean leaves.  Stems of the 

dogwoods glowed, fruit still clung onto the trees and the hedgerows were bejeweled with 

sloes, hips, haws and wild apples.      

 

There’s an old saying that a good harvest of fruit and nuts is an indicator of a hard winter to 

come, so all those believers in that particular piece of folklore would have been rubbing their 

hands in glee at the winter that we have had so far.         

 

I’m doubtful that it bears much truth.  It’s much more likely to have been the result of a good 

preceding spring with no killer frosts to finish off the flowers before they had a chance to set 

fruit.  However you look at it, it was a good job that there was a plentiful supply of food for the 

birds as the temperatures plummeted to record-breaking lows.  The real causalities were 

probably the raptors who are reliant on catching small mammals.  Little mammals often take 

to tunnelling beneath the snow when the weather is bad so buzzards, owls, kestrels and their 

cousins may all have suffered.   It’s far too early to tell but I hope they’re all right.  The skies 

over the village won’t be the same without the mewing of a buzzard on a warm day.   

Margaret Waddingham 

       

New arrivals 
We welcome to the village: 
Squish de Chair who has moved into 4 Brimble Cottages. 

 



Advent windows 

The Shardlows and Dummetts returned from a holiday in Yorkshire with a wonderful plan to 

invite people of the village to create Advent windows. 

 

It was an inspired idea and lots of families in the village agreed to take part.  Gill Sanders, Jane 

Colville, Anita and Julian Shardlow organised a workshop in the church to get people started 

and the result was a huge success with lots of hidden talent coming to light.  

 

Walking through the village in the run up to Christmas, looking at the delightful and varied 

creations, was a great joy and children of the village, helped by Eric Dummett and members of 

staff at Bishops Caundle School, created a wonderful east window in time for For Pence and 

Spicy Ale and the Christmas services in the village church. 

         Vinny Taylor 

Editor’s Note.  Photos of the windows have now been put onto the village website and can be 

seen at :  http://www.stourtoncaundle.org.uk/scpage6.1.htm    

Carolling 2010 

On Tuesday 21 December, 60+ carol singers sang outside The Trooper for half an hour in sub-

zero temperatures, then squeezed inside for another half hour of singing.  Yes, the weather got 

to us like it got to everything and everyone else, and hasty last minute decisions were taken by 

Margaret McKay and Anne Foot not to trek round the village’s ice-rink roads for the sake of 

everyone’s safety.  It was a lovely evening, made even more enjoyable by mulled wine, by 

courtesy of Ray and Anne Foot, and mince pies and hospitality of Zena and Kevin, but we were 

very conscious that many of you couldn’t join in. We hope you understand and will welcome us 

instead in 2011 – weather permitting.  In the meantime, thank you to Margaret McKay and Anne 

Foot for re-arranging everything at a moment’s notice, to Zena and Kevin for their  

Margaret Waddingham      

‘For Pence and Spicy Ale’ 
The snow was unable to stop a good crowd attending this year’s’ For Pence and Spicy Ale’. 

Helen English bravely made her way from Langport in the very wintry conditions to join John 

Waltham in their very personal celebration of Christmas traditions. The setting of St Peter’s 

Church for this entertainment was perfect, especially against the stunning backdrop of the 

beautiful Advent window constructed by the children and staff of All Saints School.   Both John 

and Helen shared Christmas poems and readings illustrating Christmas traditions of the past 

and also sang various songs, accompanied by Helen on the harp, ranging from carols to the 

Somerset wassail. Some of the readings were about English traditions such as the Christmas 

brand, a Shropshire custom, where a log from the fire is used to kindle next year’s fire showing 

continuation.  Others were of a more comical nature including the tale of a Church Band that 

arrived in Church having over imbibed and the disasters that befell them. One of the readings 

was particularly poignant describing Christmas in Hitler’s Germany.  The evening ended with 

the appropriately named ‘Song of the Year’.  During an interval we were warmed with mulled 

cider, courtesy of Harry Dike, and mince pies. Yet again we must thank John and Helen for so 

generously giving of their time to entertain us and raising £242  for St Peter’s Church.   

Chris Holdstock  

Census 2011 
In March 2011 all residential households in the UK will be taking part in a census. Since 1801 a 

day has been chosen every ten years for this purpose. The census provides an excellent source 

of information about the population. This enables central and local government, health 

authorities and many other organisations to plan housing, education, health and transport 

services for years to come.  

The census statistics help identify people’s needs to help local authorities plan and provide local 

services, so it is crucial that the population estimate is as accurate as possible. When the 

questionnaire envelope comes through the door you’ll easily recognise it by its purple 2011 

Census logo. Take care of it. If, like many people, you choose to complete the questionnaire 

online you’ll need your individual internet code which is on the front of the questionnaire. 

More information about the 2011 Census can be found at: www.census.gov.uk 



Sky at night 
 

This month full moon arrives on the 18th but before that happens you will be able to 

watch the moon ‘wax’ starting as a thin crescent on the 5th, growing larger each night 

to reach ‘first quarter’ (sometimes called ‘half moon’) on the 11th .  A day or two later 

its shape will take on the familiar ‘gibbous’ form as it continues to wax before attaining 

its final splendour of a fully-illuminated hemisphere on the 18th. 

Now as it goes through its phases, it also traverses the sky as seen against the starry 

background.  This means that on occasion it moves in front of a star, which we 

astronomers say is ‘occulted’ by the moon – nothing to do with the occult, I should 

point out.  Such occultations are relatively rare.  Even more unusual is the situation where the northern 

or southern edges of the moon skim past a bright star so that the star appears to disappear and 

reappear several times as it plays hide and seek behind the foreground mountains and craters which 

make up the irregular edge or lunar ‘limb’.  For the first time in many years such a ‘grazing occultation’ 

is due to happen near the village.  Between 00:17-00:22 am on 13 February (late Saturday night) a 

sixth magnitude star will undergo a graze of the moon as seen from near here.  You will need binoculars 

or better still a small telescope to watch the star as it traverses the dark northern limb of the moon for 

several minutes, possibly appearing and disappearing a few times as it tracks behind the lunar 

mountains.  The best/nearest place to view this strange phenomenon will be to the south-west of the 

village between Bishop’s Caundle and Bishop’s Down. 

Since a grazing lunar occultation is so rare I am planning on mobilising members of the Wessex 

Astronomical Society to observe it.  The idea is for various people to each set up telescopes at various 

locations across the county and for them to time the ‘immersions’ and ‘emersions’ of the star, or better 

still video the whole event.  From the observations, it will be possible to construct a map of the moon’s 

profile in that region occulting the star.  Here’s to clear skies on the all-important night.  

Richard Miles 

Trooper news  
Sunday evenings are now becoming quite a lively affair. The second Sunday of the month sees John Waltham 

host his song night and on the fourth Sunday we welcome in traditional musicians. Everyone is welcome to 

both sessions to listen or participate. 

On the third Sunday of the month we have our quiz night. This month’s quiz was set by Austin’s Army and 

won by The Tops. Next month’s quiz will be set by Einstein’s Rejects so make sure you’re there for a 

thoroughly entertaining evening. 

Friday fish n’ chip night menu has had a makeover. On the menu will be Jacqui’s homemade pasties & pies 

and a Friday “fish” special as well as the regular cod & scampi etc. Do come along and join us for what is a 

very sociable evening. 

We are taking bookings for Valentine’s night on Saturday 12 February; please book early to avoid 

disappointment. Editor’s note.  The full (and delicious sounding) menu can be seen at The Trooper 

Don’t forget The Trooper is now open Tuesday – Saturday from 10am for coffee, cakes, newspapers and, of 

course, our shop which sells a range of fresh produce.  

To keep up to date on all the goings on at The Trooper follow us on Facebook. 

Cheers , Kevin & Zena 

News from All Saints School, Bishop’s Caundle 
What a winter – and we have only just begun January! But we are proud to state that we have kept 

our school open every day despite the weather. When the first heavy snow arrived only 24 children 

made it to school, but we had a wonderful day. The children had great fun in the snow.  Cygnet, 

who supply our hot school meals, provided lunch for us all (we were their only delivery that day) 

and the local newspaper devoted a whole-page story to us.  

Our Christmas Nativity play, ‘The Long Journey’, was touchingly acted and sung by our younger 

children, whilst the older children performed a marvellous version of ‘Baboushka’. And ITV 

(Westcountry Tonight) sent a film crew to film a group of our children singing ‘The Virgin Mary had 

a Baby Boy’ as one of five schools broadcast during the run-up to Christmas. 

Also for Christmas, our older children designed and made a beautiful Advent  window in the style of 

stained glass, which has been in place in the main east window of St Peter’s Church, Stourton 

Caundle throughout the Christmas period. 

We have a new school secretary, Louise Wookey. Louise takes over from Caz, who has moved to a 

full-time job in Gillingham. Louise is also the secretary of ASSA, our parent - teacher association, 

and has 3 children in the school. We welcome her into her new role. 
 

The school governors are advertising for a new Headteacher! After 16 very happy years at All 

Saints, I will be retiring in the summer. In the meantime, I am looking forward to a busy and 

productive spring term and continued success for our children.    

Chris Fox, Headteacher 



Sports club grants 
Mr Tomlin of the Dorset Playing Fields Association has a small fund available to help local 

sports clubs.  The fund will run for approx 1 year.  They haven’t had many applicants, and said 

they would be interested to hear from any clubs that may need a small grant.  Please contact 

Jacqui Wragg of  SturQuest Community Partnership on 01258 471456 if this is of interest; she 

will then forward your details to Mr Tomlin. 

Homewatch - scams 
1.A card has been placed through doors of properties from a company called PDS parcel 

delivery service, suggesting that they were unable to deliver a parcel and you need to contact 

them on 0906 661191. 

DO NOT CALL this number, as this is a mail scam originating from Belize. 

If you call this number and you start to hear a recorded message you will have already been 

billed £315 for the phone call. 

If you do receive a card with these details on, contact Royal Mail fraud on  

020 7239 6655. 

2.A firm called Comantra is contacting computer owners claiming that they are carrying out 

official research on Windows, as a Microsoft partner. They suggest that there are problems 

with the computer and that the owner should put in a log-on number which will give them 

access to the computer!  The danger of doing this is obvious and it has been confirmed as a 

scam.                                                        

Weather report for August to December 2010 
Village weather for the last few months as recorded by Anthony Molesworth is reported 

here.  These numbers bring the weather reports bang up to date.  Our thanks go to Peter 

Richards for providing temperatures in the last few years, we are most grateful. 

 

Temperature (°C)             Maximum                     Minimum                   Average 

                                      High         Low              High         Low 

 

Aug 2010              22.9 (15th)     15.2 (29th)  17.6 (21st)   5.9 (21st) 16.5 

Aug 2009              24.2 (11th)   15.8 (30th) 16.1 (15th)   7.6 (8th)       16.4 

 

Sep 2010              21.8 (11th)    12.5 (25th)  14.7 (10th)   2.8 (26th)   14.3 

Sep 2009              21.7 (8th)      16.7 (2nd)   15.4 (8th)   4.1 (25th)    14.2 

 

Oct 2010               20.6 (8th)        8.2 (25th) 15.4 9th)  -2.4 (25th)  10.9 

Oct 2009               17.6 (28th)      11.6 (17th) 13.1 (6th)   0.9 (17th)  11.2 

 

Nov 2010              17.2 (4th)        -0.8 (28th)  12.4 (5th)  -5.9 (29th)     6.3 

Nov 2009              15.0 (1st)         4.8 (9th)  11.7 (19th)    0.2 (30th)  10.5 

 

Dec 2010               9.7 (28,29th)  -1.9 (19th)    8.2 (29th) -12.3 (26th)     0.3 

Dec 2009              10.4 (6th)           0.8 (23rd)   5.1 (6th)   -5.6 (23rd)    2.4 

 

Long-term mean temperatures for Yeovilton for these months are: 

August, 16.0°C; September, 13.0°C; October, 9.5°C; November, 6.0°C and December, 

5.0°C. 

 

Rainfall (mm)                      2010               2009            17-year average 

 

August                                49                      48                          67.1 

September                          32                      21                          63.2 

October                               68                      69                        112.6 

November                           85                     174                       105.3 

December                           20                       91                       100.5 



Welcome Club 
 

31 members attended a meeting of the Welcome Club held on 

19 January.  

Paul informed members that a committee meeting had been 

arranged for the following Wednesday. Items under discussion 

will include arrangements for a lunch, for those members who 

were unable to attend the Christmas meal due to the snow and 

ice. Possible destinations for the summer outings will also be 

considered.   

Helen informed members that the guest speaker at the February meeting would be 

giving an illustrated talk on the Mary Rose. The presenter will be dressed in period 

costume and there will be three tables of artefacts on display. Non-members are 

welcome. An entrance fee of £1-50p for non-members will include tea, and light 

refreshments following the presentation.  
 

Margaret informed the meeting that both the Christmas Bazaar and the pre- Christmas 

dance had been well supported and thanked members who had helped at these events.   

The guest speaker Mrs Gill Moore gave an interesting talk on jewellery making.   

Phil Knott 

The Mary Rose 

Flag-ship of Henry V111.  Built 1509-1511 

Sank on 19 July 1545.  Raised 11 October 1982. 
 
 

The Welcome Club invite all villagers to a presentation  
by  Bill Moore MRIG 

At the Village Hall, Wed 16 Feb 2.30pm 
Tickets £1.50 to include tea 


