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The Inn Crowd 
 

It’s been sometime since we put pen to paper for The Caundler but as we’ve been asked so nicely, here 
goes….. 
Christmas was a busy time for us, starting with the wonderful carol service at the church on Christmas 

Eve. This was followed by a few drinks, great cheer and the Christmas draw at the pub. 

Christmas Day lunch had a fabulous atmosphere and saw a great display of festive wear from turkey hats 

to robin suits. 

We took the decision to open for lunchtimes only between Christmas and New Year to spend some much 

needed time with our own family so when New Year’s Eve arrived we were ready for it. Thirty people sat 
down for a 3 course meal along with lots of wine and an impromptu game of charades. The party was 

going with such a swing it didn’t end until 4am. Yes, there were a few sore heads and bleary eyes the next 
day! So when John and Mandy Waltham arrived with all their musicians it took a while for some of us to 

appreciate the music! We had a pub full of musicians with standing room only at one point - well done, 

Mandy, for squeezing everybody in and thank you to you both for organising the session and the 2 each 

month you organise throughout the year. 

Moving into the New Year and forthcoming events we have a Valentine’s supper on Saturday 14th
 

February so if you are looking for soft music, candles and romance - you’ll be disappointed!  But if you’re 
looking for good food, good fun and good friends, The Trooper is the place for you. 

Another comedy night is booked for Saturday 21
st

 March this will be the usual format: 5 top class 

comedians from around the country with tickets at £10 each in advance. 

Please book early for both popular events. 

The camping season will begin again at the end of March, bringing people to savour the warm welcome 

and the wonderful countryside our village has to offer. These visitors also ensure the longevity of your 

village pub and other local amenities they use 

while they are here, so please be patient if you 

get stuck behind a caravan! 

We are very excited to announce the launch of 

The Carriage Company, a new taxi service 

operating from the village. So if you require a 

taxi local or long distance please call 07436 

531880 and you can be assured of a prompt 

and reliable service. 

Looking forward to seeing you all soon 

 

Kevin, Zena & family  

Gardening Tips for February and March 
 

 Dead head daffodils regularly 

 Finish pruning roses and give them a feed. 

 Finish tidying your shed and cleaning the greenhouse and wash the glass with Jeyes fluid. Also make 

sure your seed pots and trays are sterilized before sowing seeds. 

 Use fresh compost for seed sowing and pricking out.  Older compost is fine for potting on. 

 Start sowing leeks, lettuce, and other summer bedding plants. Trays can go on a window sill. 

 Prune large flowering clematis varieties and anything that flowers after June but NOT Montanas or 

other spring flowering plants. 

 Prune buddleias                                                                                            

 Nikki Hale 
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With thanks to this edition’s ‘Roving Editors’  
Sarah Kwiatkowski & Christine Peters. 

Also a huge thank you to Alan Peters for the wonderful and inspiring design of this edition’s front cover. 
  

Please present all contributions for the next  issue to the editor by  

12 noon on   

Friday 20 March 2015  

by e-mail if possible.  E-mail address : thecaundler@hotmail.co.uk.   

Please use only “Word” document  format (.doc or .docx) when sending contributions.  

The Allotments – an armchair view 
 

 

January is undoubtedly the very best time to survey the village allotments. After all, the weather’s far too 
windy and wet to actually go down there and look at the windswept and desolate ground - to do so would 

be to risk catching ‘flu or worse, and then where would you be when the weather cleared up and it was 
time to think about digging? Probably still recuperating from an entirely unnecessary attack of whatever it 

was you caught by exposing yourself to the elements so rashly. Far better to pour yourself a friendly glass of 

whisky (or whatever your poison is), listen to the cheerful clink of the ice as you reach your toes towards 

the fire, and consider the allotments in your mind’s eye, along with your plan of campaign for the coming 
year’s gardening. 
Anyone who grows crops of any kind is, of course, a disarmingly naive optimist. The quaint but persistent 

belief that this will be the year when there’ll be no carrot fly, the slugs will all have been killed by the winter 
frost, and that caterpillars will cease to visit Stourton Caundle just when the greens are most vulnerable – 

this is what sends so many of us off to the shops and garden centres in search of seeds, bean sticks, netting 

and all the rest of the paraphernalia. Of course, the seed companies encourage us by covering their 

overpriced seed packets with pictures of spotlessly clean, beautifully even and (above all) enormous 

vegetables, and this persuades us that we really have got the perfect spot for those tricky foreign what-cher

-ma-call-its that look so good on the show bench in September. The reality is that, should any of these 

exotic specimens actually become seedlings, they will be eaten by birds, rodents, insects or worms. Any 

survivors will be so pitifully small and deformed that you wouldn’t dare show or even eat them. 
So, as the second whisky starts to hit the spot and numb one’s sensitivity, reality and even optimism should 
be allowed to take over a little. Yes, we’ll try the carrots again, and the onions weren’t all that bad last time, 
and perhaps a bit more muck under the runner beans would have helped in the dry weather. Maybe the 

spinach will get a better start and the fruit bushes won’t be quite so covered in bindweed. And of course, 
you’ll see all your fellow gardeners down there in Brimble, and there’s something about sharing a common 
interest that ensures that whenever you see people while you’re pottering down there, it’s always an 
enjoyable experience, and sometimes beneficial: a few seedlings from one to another, giving or receiving 

help with some job, even swopping produce. And then there’s the satisfaction of finally cooking and eating 
the results of your labours – and it always tastes better when you’ve grown it yourself. 
So if you think you’d like to come and join us, why not pick up the phone and get in touch? There’s not a lot 
of spare space going, so don’t delay too long, but it’s more satisfying than quite a lot of other things! 

 

Call John Waltham on 362890 



Naturally Thinking 

 I do hope that we get a really good cold snap soon.  I know it puts our heating bills up, but as I 

write this we’ve had a few short, sharp frosts but nothing that would really convince a hibernating 
animal that it ought to go to sleep and stay asleep until spring.  Around Christmas time, a hedgehog 

was seen at the far end of the village.  It’s not good for him to be out at this time of the year.  A cold 
winter enables wild life to hibernate properly, kills off a lot of pests, and enables certain butterflies 

and moths to breed.  If this is followed by a warm spring and early summer, it allows fruit and 

berries to set for a bumper crop in the autumn, while our spring flowers, such as daffodils and 

bluebells, will flower at something nearer to their proper time and not anything up to two months 

early as they seem to have got into the habit of doing after a succession of upside down seasons.    

       There seem to be a lot of large birds around us at this time of the year: ragged rooks and solitary 

crows, noisy jackdaws and gangs of starlings.  It always seems odd to me that certain parts of the 

village, small as it is, attracts certain birds.  For instance, I can count on seeing  magpies as we go out 

towards Stalbridge, but have so far seen none at this end.  Not that I particularly want them because 

they’re a bit of a menace.  They’re quite handsome with their black-and-white plumage and long 

tail, and, close to you can see how the black takes on a beautiful purplish-blue iridescent sheen on 

the wing feathers, and a green gloss to their long tail but they seem to be jacks of all trades - 

scavengers and predators and raiders of the nests of other birds.  They have a  challenging, rather 

arrogant attitude that has won them few friends and their non-breeding birds will gather together in 

noisy flocks.    

       Our garden birds have narrowed their numbers to robins, blue and great tits, blackbirds, 

chaffinches, starlings, house sparrows, collared doves, greenfinches, the occasional coal tit and 

woodpecker and a  pigeon.  The chaffinches are already pinking up for spring and the male 

blackbirds  are fighting for supremacy, sometimes watched by a rather bemused female while in the 

distance, a thrush has been singing for the last month.   

       When I was a child, my mother used to try to outwit blue tits by leaving things for the milkman 

to put on top of the bottles to stop them pecking the cardboard covers to shreds.  That habit 

thwarted, they are now perfectly happy swinging on the fat balls or peanuts or occasionally pecking 

at the putty around window frames.  We seem to have had very few goldfinches this winter.  They 

have probably found  more attractive larders elsewhere, but I hope they haven’t gone permanently.   
       I’m always intrigued by the little swarms of gnats that dance in a crazed dance up and down 
over water, or even a wet lawn, as soon as the sun comes out.  They are slightly different to the 

pests that come and bite us in the summer and are actually true flies because they have two wings 

and six thin legs.  They are usually about 6-8 millimetres in length and their wings are long and  

transparent.    

The females lay their eggs in decaying wood or fungi and not in water as true  

mosquitoes do.       

On a mild day at the end of December, dandelions bloomed on a bank at Jubilee Oak where, quite 

soon, celandines will join them.  Their bright little faces are a welcome sight in the midst of the 

barren winter months and it seems rather a pity that both flower and seed have earned the status 

of noxious weed.  A field of them later on is quite breathtaking when their colour becomes even 

more vivid, although perhaps if your garden happens to be nearby your heart would probably sink 

to your boots at the sight of them in such quantities.  When they are out in abundance, insects of all 

sorts, particularly bees and hover-flies, suck nectar from the florets and as each complete head is 

made up of 200 or more florets, it makes it one of the most richly productive, well stocked nectar 

and pollen providers around.  Not only that but it is used by a surprising number of moths as food 

for their caterpillars. 

 So go gently on the poor dandelion as you yank it savagely out of your flower bed or lawn.   

Just think of it as a harbinger of spring and be glad!    

                                                                                                              

Margaret Waddingham 

 



STOURTON CAUNDLE – COMMUNITY LADIES 
 

Calling all ladies of Stourton Caundle 

Would you like to meet new people in your community, catch up, have fun, 
learn new skills in a relaxed environment? 

First Tuesday in every month 
7.30pm 

Come to the Skittle Alley of The Trooper to find out more 

Find us on Facebook / Email sccladies@btopenworld.com 
Or call 07854 078431 / 07799 566564 

 

Please put the date in your diary 

Jazz Concert 
 

In St Peter’s Church 
Stourton Caundle 

Saturday 25th April 
7.30pm 

Enjoy the music of 

The Sunset Café Stompers 
Dorset’s best loved New Orleans Jazz Band 

 

featuring jazz and blues singer Hamish Maxwell 
 

Further details in the next issue 

 

mailto:sccladies@btopenworld.com


Birding Stourton Caundle – 2014 Revisited 
In February last year I wrote about my January Jaunt around Stourton Caundle, to find as many different 

species of birds as possible within a mile radius of my home. This circular area included a good variety of 

habitat within the main village and outlying areas - farmland, patches of woodland, a small stretch of the 

Caundle Brook and its tributaries, and the lakes at Manor Farm (from the surrounding footpaths).  

I reported being pleased with a final total of 43 species during January - the list is reproduced below: 

Mallard  Buzzard  Kestrel  Pheasant  Moorhen 

Snipe   Lesser Black-Backed Gull  Herring gull Woodpigeon 

Collared Dove Tawny Owl  Great Spotted Woodpecker  Skylark 

Meadow Pipit Pied wagtail Wren   Dunnock  Robin 

Blackbird  Fieldfare  Song Thrush Redwing  Blackcap 

Goldcrest  Long-tailed Tit Coal Tit  Blue Tit  Great Tit 

Nuthatch  Jay   Magpie  Jackdaw  Rook 

Carrion Crow Raven  Starling  House Sparrow Chaffinch 

Greenfinch  Goldfinch  Linnet  Bullfinch             Yellowhammer 

However, that left the rest of the of the year, during which, although I would not be searching as 

regularly, or as carefully, I continued to seek what was about from day to day around the village, and on 

walks within my area. Of course, there were those longed for harbingers of summer to look out for, the 

Swallows, House Martins and Swifts, as well as other less common, or less conspicuous, summer visitors, 

and there were also the residents that I had not discovered in January. Two highlights (and firsts) for our 

garden this year were a Turtle dove – sadly no longer recorded as a breeding migrant in Dorset - that 

plonked itself down on our lawn in early May (presumably exhausted after its long flight from Africa), and 

a Goldcrest which visited us in early December. Altogether I found a further13 species in the area 

bringing the total to 56, but still ‘dipped out’ on other species I know to have been around, such as 
Kingfisher and Black Redstart, as well as those I had recorded in previous years but not 2014, such as 

Golden Plover, Lapwing, Canada Goose, Hobby, Grey Partridge, Cuckoo, Barn and Little Owls, and Spotted 

Flycatcher, amongst others. 

Nonetheless, our village is a great place for birds and nature in general, and I saw nearly a third of my 

total UK species in 2014 within 1 mile of home! I know there are one or two people out there who would 

like to exchange sightings within the village – perhaps we should start a closed Facebook group or 

similar? Please contact me if you would be interested – 363816. 

And finally, the 13 species not recorded in January were: 

 Little Egret  Grey Heron   Sparrowhawk  Red-legged Partridge 

 Turtle Dove Swift    Swallow   House Martin  

 Grey Wagtail Whitethroat  Chiffchaff   Willow Warbler  Siskin 

     ‘Bird Brain’ 

Village Hall ‘100’ Club Monthly Draw 

 

The December Draw took place at The Trooper on 17
th

 December.  The winners were: 

 

First Prize:  £25.00 No.103 Colin & Sue Harris 

Second Prize: £20.00 No.216 Vernon Robjohn 

Third Prize:  £15.00 No.165 Ray Foot 

 

The January Draw took place at the Welcome Club meeting in the Village Hall on 21
st

 Jan.  Winners were: 

 

1
st

 Prize                £25.00 William Webb 

2
nd

 Prize            £20.00   Colin Harris 

3
rd

 Prize            £15.00   Liz Pennington 

 

The next monthly Draw will be on 18th February at the Trooper at about 9 pm.  

                                                                                                                     Anna Oliver 



It has been suggested that the origins of spring cleaning date back to the Persian New Year, which falls on the first day of 

spring. Iranians continue the practice of "khooneh tekouni" which literally means "shaking the house" just before the new 

year. Everything in the house is thoroughly cleaned, from the curtains to the furniture. 

 

Another possibility of the origin of can be traced to the ancient Jewish practice of thoroughly cleansing the home in 

anticipation of the spring-time memorial feast of Passover (pesach ). This is in remembrance of the Jews' hasty flight 

from Egypt following their captivity there. 

 

In North America and northern Europe, the custom found an especially practical value due to those regions' continental and 

wet climates. During the 19th century in America, prior to the advent of the vacuum cleaner, March was often the best time 

for dusting because it was getting warm enough to open windows and doors (but not warm enough for insects to be a 

problem), and the high winds could carry the dust out of the house! 

 

Nowadays we have many products to help and make life 'easier' to tackle this task. However we all clean so carefully, most of 

the time, that only a few areas really need special attention in the spring.  

 

Windows and their frames are especially important to clean now we can open windows for longer and with the hope of sun 

to dry the woodwork efficiently. I expect everyone has their own favourite cleaning agents (and there are many on the 

supermarket shelves) and these vary greatly in price. I have a very simple product which will clean almost anything…white 
vinegar! I mix this in an old spray bottle, 50% water to 50% vinegar. It cleans windows, woodwork, bathroom grime and 

limescale residue very efficiently and for stubborn stains, just leave it on a little longer (the open windows stop that 'fish and 

chip' shop smell)!! 

 

Cookers, ovens and carpets are areas which will need attention after winter and the potential for mud walked in. See an 

advert in this edition which will make this task a whole lot easier to manage. Agas, and similar, are best cleaned when 

switched off for the summer. Ordinary ovens can be tackled on a sunny day when everything can be taken outside, left to 

soak and then dried in the sun. Remove the racks and drip pans, and clean them with hot soapy water or put through a very 

hot wash in the dishwasher. Wipe down all surfaces inside your oven. If you see a small bit of burned-on gunk, remove with a 

nonabrasive scrubber. Use a scrubbing brush to clean the racks, dry, and put back in.  

Handy tip: If something spills over while baking, pour table salt on it, and when the oven is cool, you will have a much quicker 

cleanup.  

Give the oven window a good rubdown with vinegar and water. 

 

Here's an easy way to wipe out microwave grime: Place inside a 4-cup large microwave-safe bowl that contains 1 cup of 

water and a chopped-up lemon, lime or orange or several tablespoons of vinegar. Turn on high for several minutes or until 

the solution boils and the window is steamy. You must let it sit to cool for 15 minutes before opening the door. Remove and 

wipe out inside. Clean the rubber gasket around the door with a sponge dampened with water only. If the window is greasy, 

clean with a mixture of half vinegar and half water, then dry. 

 

 For many people, however, the pleasure comes only after the work is finished. Create a realistic schedule, keeping in mind 

that a single weekend won't suffice, as you'll need several days for more involved projects, such as shampooing carpets 

and organising wardrobes. Do not rush; little and often makes the whole task easier and less stressful. 

 

Whether you prefer to proceed from the attic to the ground floor or start outdoors and wind your way inside, focus on one 

task at a time... and be sure to enlist the help of all family members. 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norouz#Spring_cleaning_and_visiting_one_another
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Furniture
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Passover
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egypt
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vacuum_cleaner
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dust
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Insect


Stourton Caundle Cycle Group 
 

Please note, Gerry Holdstock has done a great job recently updating 

the SC Cycle Group webpage on the village website, which you can 

find at:- 

http://www.stourtoncaundle.org.uk/cycle.htm 

Thanks for this Gerry! 

 

Richard Miles and I started the cycle group in November 2011 and 

by the end of our third full year we are regularly joined by 

enthusiastic friends from the towns and villages around Stourton 

Caundle on Mondays and on Friday mornings.  United by a passion 

for the humble bicycle, the outdoor exercise it gives us, and the attraction of our beautiful undulating 

countryside, we roam far and wide around the region, enjoying lots of exciting adventures in our topsy-

turvy climate, thankfully with no mishaps in the past 12 months.  Last year, we rode more than 3,000 

miles to all points of the compass, including Weston-Super-Mare, Exeter, Christchurch, Lyme Regis, the 

New Forest, Frome and Devizes (sometimes with a car-assist to the start of each ride).  Locating hostelries 

that are open on Mondays is part of the challenge.  So our knowledge of the region’s pubs and cafés has 
grown considerably, with each having been scored out of 10 in terms of food quality, service and overall 

atmosphere.  In the past 12 months, the weather has also been generally mild and kind to us, resulting in 

our not having to miss out on a single week of rides. Of course we did get our quick drying Lycra-type 

outfits drenched from time to time but drying them out in pubs can also be interesting. 

We remain anxious to attract new cyclists from the village, where we seem to have had less success than 

most other places nearby.  We glide along at a steady pace, chatting away about the issues of our times, 

exchanging pleasantries with those we meet, etc.  So if you would like to join us then do phone or 

email.  You never know, it may open up a whole new world 

for you. You’ll get fitter, look healthier, stay younger and 
live longer – well that’s the theory! 
Tom Eden                   01963 364447            

  tom.eden141@btinternet.com 

 

Richard Miles  01963 364651 

rmilesbtee@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

Garden Club Supper 2015 

 

Some fifty members and guests enjoyed another annual Garden Club supper on Wednesday 13
th

 January.  

A wide selection of delicious hot and cold main courses were laid out on the side tables, and were 

followed by an amazing range of puddings: even some of the noted trenchermen in the party were 

defeated by the end of the evening.  As always, everything on the night was prepared, served and 

ultimately tidied away by members and friends of the garden club.  There were far too many helpers to 

list everybody here, but a special vote of thanks goes to Harry Dike, who yet again ran the bar, and Jane 

Onslow who organised and ran the raffle. A light-hearted picture quiz, showing common, and not-so-

common, garden flowers was won by Nikki Hale, who collected a bottle of fizz and some chocolates as 

her prize. 

The next meeting of the Garden Club will be on Wednesday 11 February, when Malcolm Mills of Castle 

Gardens will give a talk on roses and will bring along a selection of plants for sale.  All are welcome, and 

new and potential new members are particularly encouraged to come along to the village hall at 7:15pm. 

                                                                                                                                Broken Nails 

http://www.stourtoncaundle.org.uk/cycle.htm
mailto:tom.eden141@btinternet.com


The Welcome Club 
 

At our meeting on the 21st January 33 members were entertained by Jenny  Peet who gave us a 

very interesting talk on the Tudors.  

We learned about  their dress, strange medicinal remedies and primitive hygiene. The talk  was 

accompanied by slides depicting the clothes worn at that time.  

Members then enjoyed their afternoon tea. Next month will be Country and  Western with Brian 

Brooks                                                                           

Helen Bennett 

Stourton Caundle Golf Society Monthly Report  

December 2014 

 
December’s outing reverted to our usual format, and the course was back playing tee to green, with no 
temporary greens or holes. The only change we made was that we played the back 9 holes, namely 

from different tees. This added its own challenges on certain holes, and with a stiff headwind on the 

first 3 holes, made for a long first half hour. The handicap system is now operating efficiently, with the 

most consistent golfer on the day picking up the bragging rights; well done Joe. The only other notable 

milestone was our society’s first ‘nil point’, by Ray Steel. He still enjoyed the day however, which is 
what it’s all about. 
Congratulations to Joe Yandell, with 18 points, who was our monthly winner, and holder of bragging 

rights for the next few weeks 

Well done to John Kewley, Louis Paull, Roger Paull & Joe Yandell on the team prize, with a team total of 

38 points 

 



Paddington's extra special 'marmalade sandwich' pudding! 

 

I always make this after Christmas…in fact I buy a Panettone especially to have some 'leftovers'!  

Children and grandchildren can help with this and they enjoy the spreading of the marmalade. 

 

1 slice Panettone per person (I find Lidl's very good) 

Jar of good quality marmalade (try home made for the best) 

10 fluid ozs single cream (or less, depending on slices of Panettone) 

10 fluid ozs double cream (as above) 

Vanilla extract/vanilla pod 

Cinnamon 

Demerara sugar 

Oven 180 C/ gas 5 

1. Sandwich the slices of Panatonne together with the marmalade. 

2. Cut into triangles. 

3. Arrange in an ovenproof dish so that one point of each triangle is facing upwards. 

4. Whisk the creams together in a large jug. Add 1tsp cinnamon and 1tsp vanilla extract (or 

scrape the seeds from half a vanilla pod). 

5. Pour over the sandwiches. Try to cover as much as possible but don't worry if some is still 

above the liquid.Sprinkle 1tbsp demarara sugar over the top. 

6. Cover with baking parchment and bake for approx 45 mins. Remove paper for the last 5 mins. 

Serve hot; no cream is needed and you will feel truly pampered and comforted by this 'leftovers' 

pudding…Enjoy!              
                                                       Christine Peters 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
We are delighted to report that Robin Lane has successfully completed a course with the 

Open University and has been awarded a First Class BSc (Honours) degree in Technology. 

During the six years that Robin has been studying with the Open University he has been em-

ployed full-time with an engineering company in Wimborne. This meant a long working day 

before he could begin his studies. 

A great achievement.                                                                                              

Community Watch 

 

There have been reports of doorstep callers claiming to be collecting for Great Ormond Street 

Hospital.  The charity has confirmed that they are operating around various parts of North Dor-

set during the month of January.  We strongly advise checking all identification of all doorstep 

callers before engaging with them.  All charity collectors will have identification with them so 

please do take the time to check.  IF IN DOUBT KEEP THEM OUT!  

A house in the Stour Row area  has been entered whilst the occupant was away and items of jew-

ellery along with a power drill & foreign money was found missing. One item of jewellery is 

unique in its design.  The offenders entered through an insecure window to the rear.  This oc-

curred between 5pm Friday 9th January and 1030am Saturday 10th January.  Anyone with any 

information please contact the Police on 101 or Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.                               

Keith Murphy 



Farming Notes 
 

Now that Christmas and turkey are past I make time to listen to the owl hoots coming across from Stock 

Gaylard and the foxes, especially the vixen making her mating call, telling me that daylight is getting longer 

and Spring is on the way.                                                              

 Farmers will be measuring their forage for the remaining winter months and hoping for a favourable 

spring. The conventional farmer (not the organic farmer) will be getting out the fertilizer spreader, 

servicing and calibrating it so it’s ready to go when the ground conditions permit; that means soil at the 
right temperature and not too wet to drive on. Nitrogen is applied first to produce yield and protein and is 

purchased in units per kilogram. It takes one ‘growing’ day to take up one unit; if the weather is cold then 
the units of nitrogen remain in the soil and the grass would make a butyric feed for the coming winter. 

Phosphorus and potassium, which are also essential, are applied later. All these details are required in the 

farm’s Soil Protection Plan, along with evaluated quantities of farm manure, as evidence of avoiding 
pollution. Today's practice is to leave a grass cover in the fields and limit the poaching (treading up the 

pasture) therefore the need for chain harrowing and rolling - leaving those light and dark green stripes - is 

not so relevant. Then grazing in the field can be earlier because the time needed for the grass to recover 

from the winter is reduced. Cereal farmers will be applying different combinations of fertilizer applicable to 

soil and crop requirements.                                                                                      

In 1984 when European farmers were producing food surpluses causing ‘butter mountains and wine lakes, 
milk quotas and set-a-side were radically introduced. Set-a-side was abolished a while ago with a range of 

different crops grown and the use of crop production for Bio Fuel. Milk Quota is due to be abolished across 

the EU this April. Although it was never meant to have a value, a farmer needed the relevant milk quota 

document to produce milk. Quota reached nearly  £1 per litre (depending on butter fats) for the right to 

produce milk without penalty. Now with rationalization, and farmers moving into other enterprises, the 

value of quota has gone down to mere pence and so dairy farmers will record a loss on their quota 

investment. Future milk production will be sold into a volatile European market which is what farmers 

would like - as long as animal welfare and environmental standards are matched with British standards.  

 David Jeanes 

St Valentine’s Day 

 

February 14
th

 used to be a highlight of every teenage girl’s year – or something to dread.  Popular girls 

swanked about with a collection of soppy cards with red satin hearts, and even bunches of roses.  The 

more retiring or plain had to resort to ‘selfies,’ addressed in wonky capitals, or cards sent to them 
secretly by their mothers to hide the shame of having no anonymous admirers. 

 

Modern Stourton Caundle girls looked askance when asked about Valentine’s cards. 
“What?  You’ve got to be joking!  I would NEVER send one, and I’ve never had one, either.” 

“Why would anyone want to send something secretly, anyway?” 

“I suppose you might, but only if you were, like, dating someone..”   
“They have a ‘Send a Red Rose’ thing at school – but only the younger ones do it.” 

 

St Valentine is no longer cool.  Twitter and Facebook and all the other social media have knocked him 

off the calendar it seems.   

However there is a postscript.  One girl later confessed that modern girls DO still secretly want to get 

sent cards and presents -  but it’s just not hip to show you care.  She said her mother felt the same.   
 

So, come on Stourton Caundle lads!  Old fashioned romance is not dead, after all.                      

        

Ed                         



With Thanks To . . . . 
 

I am sure that I express the feelings of many when I say how sorry we are that Tim Villiers has 

resigned as Editor and as a member of the Stourton Caundler team.  From November 2007 to 

March 2010 he managed the advertising role and then, perhaps reluctantly, became Editor in 

April 2010.  We are greatly indebted to him for his enthusiasm, hard work and total commitment 

that he has given to the last 46 issues of the Stourton Caundler. 

Marjo Walker has very efficiently looked after the advertising for the past four years but is now 

stepping down from this role. Without the commercial advertising the magazine cannot exist and 

it is essential that we find a new advertising manager as soon as possible. The advertisements are 

renewed in June each year, although new adverts are sought and accepted during the year.  If 

you can help, get in touch! 

Richard Miles has contributed hugely to the magazine since September 2005 through his 

photography, Sky at Night, Weather Reports, New Arrivals and many and varied articles. He also 

has unfortunately resigned from the Committee.  We are most appreciative of his hard work and 

loyal support. 

Jane Colville has dealt with the distribution of the magazine since its inception in April 2004.  Our 

thanks to her. 

I am immensely grateful to everyone (the Rector, proof readers, authors, artists, reporters, 

photographers, Village Webmaster, diary assembler, Magazine Secretary, etc.), who has 

contributed to the magazine since April 2004.  However, we now need some new blood to take 

the magazine forward.  We are absolutely delighted that Lin Tripp has agreed to take on the 

production of the magazine while Sarah Kwiatkowski with Christine Peters and Jenny Cottrell 

with Deanne Tremlett have agreed to edit four issues between them.  We therefore need 

another two volunteers to take on the editorship of a further two issues. 

I shall be delighted to hear from anyone who is interested in joining the team. The individual 

work load is not great as the various tasks are shared between us. 

                                                                                                                              Eric Dummett 

P.S.  The roving Editors of this issue endorse the above and add our huge thanks to Lin, without 

whom there would not be a magazine.  Her enthusiasm, skill and bright ideas are inspirational…. 

Christmas Quiz 
 

On November 29 2014, at the Village Hall, 17 teams of six 

prepared to do battle at the Christmas Quiz. Question 

masters Brenda and Richard Newcombe were there to test 

their knowledge of Christmas trivia. 

The tension in the hall was palpable as 'little grey cells' were 

called into action. At half time a ploughman's supper was 

served which brought welcome relief to participants. After a 

brain wracking second half, the quiz was won by Pick 'n' 

Mix, a team from Sherborne. 

Many thanks to those who supported and helped with the 

quiz which made £675 for St Peter's Church. 

Picture shows the winning team  ‘Pick n Mix’ from Sherborne. 



Weather report for November/December 
November     2014            2013          20-year average 
Rainfall           126 mm / 4.96 in   50 mm / 1.97 in        99.7 mm / 3.92 in 
December     
Rainfall           45 mm / 1.77 in   278 mm / 10.9 in       105.5 mm / 4.15 in 

 

Temperature (°C)         Maximum                     Minimum       Average 

        High           Low    High          Low 

November 2014   16.4 (1
st
)     6.2 (24

th
)      11.3 (1

st
)    -0.7 (24

th
)          8.6 

November 2013   15.2 (11
th
)   6.7 (25

th
)        8.3 (2

nd
)    -2.7 (26

th
)          6.4 

 
December 2014   13.2 (18

th
)   2.5 (29

th
)      11.7 (18

th
)    -5.8 (29

th
)        5.7 

December 2013   12.6 (16
th
)   5.9 (25

th
)        9.7 (21

st
)    -2.5 (3

rd
)          6.4 

 
2014 annual report 

 

Rainfall   1117 mm / 44.0 in   20-year average 892 mm / 35.1 in 

Temperature (°C)  Maximum                Minimum                       Average 

             High               Low          High               Low  
     27.6 (24

th 
Jul)    2.5 (29

th 
Dec)    19.3 (18

th 
Jul)    -5.8 (29

th 
Dec)                11.2 

 
Last year was wetter than normal solely because of the very wet January-February period we 
experienced:  the rest of 2014 was essentially typical precipitation-wise. Temperatures were 
essentially benign so all in all normal weather for once. 

Richard Miles 

Village Hall Committee 

 

The Village Hall Committee met on 20 January and the list of candidate repairs/enhancements for 

the Kitchen Improvement Project was agreed for pricing and prioritisation prior to consideration 

at the next meeting.  The next meeting is at 20:00 hrs on 24 March 2015.  The AGM, at which the 

elected Committee Posts will be up for election, will be on Tuesday 19
th

 May 2015.  All villagers 

welcome to attend and over 18s to stand for election. 

Country Sayings: The Weather 

 

April 30
th

 is St Quirinius’ Day and an old farmers’ saying  (I can’t imagine it survives as a breakfast 
table topic) was ‘As St Quirinius’ Day goes, so will the summer…’   
You may like to watch out for that one, along with, 

‘A dry March and a wet May?  Fill the barns with corn and hay’ 
‘If it rains in March, so it rains in June.) 

Ed 

CAROLLING 2014 

 

Once again we had a good turn-out for the carols outside The Trooper.  Our most sincere thanks 

go to Kevin and Zena for their hospitality and mince pies and to Ray Foot for the mulled wine.  It is 

all so very much appreciated.   

And lastly, but not least, our thanks to all of you who carolled away until you were hoarse.  It was 

wonderful to see so many of you there.  See you next year!          

M.W. 



Parish Council 
 

The role of the Parish Council (PC) is to represent the local community, deliver services to meet 

local needs and strive to improve the quality of life in the parish.  As the bottom tier of local 

government, it has relatively limited powers and responsibilities.  It is, for example, only a 

consultee on planning applications, and on most other matters advises and/or makes 

recommendations rather than reaching decisions.  

 

Stourton Caundle Parish Council (SCPC) consists of 7 councillors, who have to live in or within 3 

miles of the parish boundary or own land or property in the village.  Councillors are elected at 

the same time as the District Council election for a four year term, so in May this year, the seven 

vacancies have to be applied for (existing councillors can re-apply) and if there are more than 

seven nominations, an election will take place on the same day as the General election. 

Application  information will be advertised nearer the time. Should there still be a vacancy, a 

councillor can be co-opted after the correct interval of the vacancy being advertised.  

 

Meetings are usually arranged to fit in with deadlines on planning applications..  Neighbouring 

properties are informed of an application by North Dorset District Council (NDDC) and the PC, 

and meetings are advertised in the village noticeboards and on the website. All parishioners are 

welcome to attend. Plans are now sent electronically but every effort is made to make sure 

everyone has an opportunity to view copies if necessary. Comments from parishioners are 

welcomed and carefully taken into consideration, and time is given at meetings for parishioners 

to put their views.  The PC can make objections to applications if necessary and make 

suggestions for conditions, but the decision is made by the Planning Department at NDDC.  The 

PC is supported by two District Councillors, currently Graham Carr-Jones and Bill Batty-Smith, 

and County Councillor Pauline Batstone, all of whom try to attend meetings and are a valued 

source of information and guidance. 

 

In addition to planning, the PC reports problems such as potholes, blocked drains and ditches, fly 

tipping and other problems as and when they occur. There have been meetings with highways 

and the police about road conditions and speeding traffic. The clerk has access to a wide range 

of useful information. 

 

Dorset Parish Councils are guided and advised as members of the Dorset Association of Parish 

and Town Councils (DAPTC) and the NALC National Association of Local Councils; particularly 

helpful when legal advice is required.  Finances are carefully budgeted with an annual internal 

and external audit and we are fortunate to have Gerry Holdstock’s expertise available for the 
internal audit.  Funding comes from the precept which is part of the council tax and used for 

grass cutting in the cemetery, play area, churchyard and at Brimble Cottages; the latter two are 

reimbursed by NDDC. Other routine costs include the clerk’s salary, insurance, and the 
maintenance of the play area, where the expertise of parish councillors giving their time free has 

kept costs down. Maintenance of the cemetery walls has been a major expense in recent years. 

 

Stourton Caundle has always had a strong community spirit, outgoing County Councillor David 

Fox summed this up “Stourton Caundle has a remarkable vitality as a community and so many 
active villagers.”                                                                                            

Sue Harris & Hedley Walker 



Stourton Caundle Community Ladies 

 

Our January 6
th

 meeting saw a change to the schedule.  We had planned a talk on nutrition but 

that unfortunately was cancelled, so we managed to persuade the amazing Sarah Challis into 

giving us a talk on her many travels and life as an author, and what a treat it was. 

Sarah held us spell bound for an hour, with us all avidly listening and laughing at her amazing 

stories of her travels through Syria, Lebanon and Mali. 

I can’t speak for everyone but I know she inspired me to try to find time to step out of my bubble 
and really LIVE my life.  Thank you very much, Sarah. 

Looking ahead to our February 3
rd

 meeting, we have a very interesting guest speaker – Nici 

Vining, dietician and nutritionist. 

                                                            S.B. 

 

Our Own Wolf Hall 
 

 

Just the other side of Sturminster Newton, on the road to Shillingstone, is a small 

sign to the left for Fiddleford Mill.  At the bottom of this lane is a large car park and 

a short, grassy path to Fiddleford Manor.   

 

This intriguing  building is now owned by English Heritage and is open, free, 

throughout the year.  It is thought to have been originally built in 1370 for the 

Sheriff of Somerset and Dorset, and has been added to and altered over the years.  

It is now completely empty, but light floods into the wonderful wood panelled 

rooms and if you stand in the Great Hall and look up at the spectacular ceiling, and 

listen to the silence - apart from the rushing of the River Stour through the nearby 

weir - it isn’t hard to imagine yourself back in the days of Henry VIII and Thomas 
Cromwell.   

 

It is a lovely, quiet and unexploited site that breathes our history through its very 

bricks, mediaeval plaster and great oak timbers. 

 

Afterwards, I recommend that you follow the lane to the left, look at the old Mill 

building and cross the bridges over the thrilling rush of water, and then take the 

footpath across the fields to the railway path.  This is a lovely springtime walk.  

Your dog can be off its lead and the path is dry underfoot.  Great for bikers, too. 

                       

             Ed. 


