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Welcome to the first of the 2013 issues of  THE STOURTON CAUNDLER.  We hope that we will continue to  inform and 

entertain you, while also recording events  so that a picture of life in the village is chronicled.  Don’t forget to check the 

village website (www.stourtoncaundle.org.uk) for up-to-date information on events and to let Gerry Holdstock 

(gerry_holdstock@btinternet.com) know  if there is something you would like promoted.       

                

Tim Villiers 

The Parish Council 
The Parish Council met on 14 January and the meeting was attended by Tom Jackson from South Western Ambulance 

Service.   
 

Defibrillator.  

It was agreed in principle to help fund a defibrillator for the community, available for everyone to access.  A public meeting 

has been arranged for Friday 8 February 2013 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall, to discuss the most suitable site. The 

defibrillator is kept in an external cabinet, which will need to be connected to an electrical supply to maintain a frost free 

temperature.  All maintenance and training is included in the cost for seven years. Should the defibrillator need to be used, 

999 needs to be called first and the caller will be instructed on the location and use.  Mr. Jackson demonstrated how the 

device ‘talks’ the user through its use step-by-step. Fund-raising ideas will also be discussed and the Parish Council 

welcomes any comments or suggestions. 
 

Planning 

Confirmation has been received of the grant of planning permission for an extension at Berry Cottage with a condition that 

the first floor north facing window is fitted with obscured glass and maintained in that condition. There will be changes to 

the front walls to improve parking access. The revised plans were discussed at a meeting on 10 December and 

recommended for approval, after the applicant had made changes and compromises following objections to the first 

application. 
 

A planning application for Hays Cottage was discussed after consultation with neighbours.  There were no objections to the 

rear extension apart from the first floor balcony which will overlook a neighbour, causing lack of privacy.  The application 

has been recommended for approval with a proviso that a ‘Juliet’ balcony or a picture window is installed instead of the 

proposed balcony. 
 

Maintenance 

Grass cutting arrangements have been made for 2013, continuing with the current contractors. 
 

A sign is to be placed at the garages in Brimble Cottages requesting drivers not to block access to the garages.  This has 

happened several times recently, causing a resident serious problems. 
 

Highway defects are reported regularly, anyone can do this using the Dorsetforyou website, ‘report a highway problem’. 

     

Sue Harris, Clerk 

The December draw took place on 19 December 2012 at the Welcome Club lunch.  The winning numbers were: 
 

First Prize:   £25.00  No.159  Holly Smart 

Second Prize:   £20.00  No.3   Janie Harris 

Third Prize:   £15.00  No.132  Jenny Redman 

Fourth Prize:   £10.00  No.9   Amanda Simon 
 

The January draw took place on 16 January 2013 at the Trooper.  The winning numbers were: 
 

First Prize:   £15.00  No.97   Dave Conduit 

Second Prize:   £12.00  No.124  Matt Lewis 

Third Prize:   £10.00  No.148  Dayrell Bingham 

New Year Bonus Prize: £25.00  No.129  Cyril Young 
 

The February draw will take place at The Trooper on Wednesday 13 February 2013 at about 9 pm.  

     Anna Oliver 

 

 

Village Hall ‘100’ Club monthly draw   

New arrivals 
We welcome Judith Ham, with Isabelle and Charlotte,  who have moved into Darnel House 

 



Roads and thanks 
A big thank you to those who kept the roads around the village clear and safe to use during the recent snow.  Thank you, too, 

to Mike Peach for ensuring that the papers were delivered on time every day.  Both were much appreciated by all. 
 

The surface of the road outside Triangle Cottage has deteriorated rapidly and is now dangerous. Despite being reported by the 

Parish Council and local residents, no repairs have been carried out yet.  Please help keep up the pressure on the authorities  

by continuing to report the problem to 01305 224463, quoting 433755. 

Naturally thinking 

 
If you go down to Alners Gorse you’ll find four Dartmoor ponies have taken up residence.  These have been introduced by the 

Butterfly Conservation people as an additional tool for land management.  They have a quiet temperament, and are very 

adaptable to changes in the seasons and to whatever vegetation is available.  They are ideal for the tussocky grasses on Alners 

Gorse.  Our four have names: Scarface, Holly, Clara and Blackberry, but we are asked not to approach or feed them as it will 

rather defeat the object if they become tame.  It will be interesting to see how they work out.  The cattle on Lydlinch Common 

were introduced a couple of years ago with much the same idea and they seem to be doing a good job.  The difference between 

the two is hooves versus mouths.  Hooves open up the turf to allow different grasses and plants to germinate and generally 

improve the health of the land, whereas the mouths of the ponies are a bit picky.  The result in both cases is the same – they 

allow a greater variety of wild flowers to have a chance.  
  

Oh dear, what about all this doom and gloom about the ash trees?  How we’d miss them if they suffered the same fate as the 

elm.  For many centuries the ash, not the oak, was the predominant woodland resource in Britain and was harvested every 

seven years by coppicing mature trees, cutting them down as close to the ground as a two man cross-saw would allow.  This 

stump would then regenerate and swell and the new shoots were harvested again seven years on.  Several generations of a 

single family might have lived off those same few trees.   The wood is pale and elastic and often used for tool handles and knife 

blocks.   During the First World War ash was used for the handles of pick axes, shovels and mattocks.  I suppose that the 

trenches that criss-crossed the Western Front had been dug with tools that had origins in the quiet places of England.  If we lose 

them now, the kitchen trade will suffer as the fashion of the moment is for ash planking.  The last to leaf up in spring and the 

first to lose them in autumn, it’s perhaps not the most beautiful tree.  Somewhere I once read that its buds are like dirty, 

beckoning finger nails.  All the same, how we’d miss them if they did fall prey to this deadly disease. 
   

I do like watching the delicately framed fallow deer in the park at Stock Gaylard.  The large herd that lives there blends perfectly 

with the parchment coloured grasses, so well that it’s not always easy to spot them.  They rut, like other deer, around October 

time, and there was a picture of two of them at it in a recent edition of the BVM.  I’d love to see this.  Most of the year they live 

in single-sex herds and only mix when it’s mating time.  The hinds give birth around May.  We only have two truly native breeds 

of deer in this country –  the Red and the Roe.  The fallows were probably introduced by the Normans to add to the tally of royal 

beasts preserved especially for hunting by the king and his court.  Anyone else found killing or hunting them was promptly 

sentenced to death until Henry lll took a more liberal view. 
     

A long time ago, my husband was taking our dog for a walk on some heath land when he saw a red deer acting in an odd sort of 

a way.  He stopped Penny (who I’ve mentioned before had exemplary behaviour most of the time!) and in a moment or two 

watched as the deer gave birth, not to one but to two fawns.  Not the sort of thing you see every day. 

 

A year or two back, I was leaning over a gate to look at an overgrown field next to a river, and suddenly realised that I was being 

watched.  There in front of me, amidst the tall June grasses and as still as a statue, was a young fawn.  It was so well hidden that 

all I could see was its little head.  We gazed at each other for several seconds before I crept away.  
 

My husband is a bit of a bird-feeding addict and, with the addition of a Christmas present, we now have 12 bird feeders around 

our small and modest plot.  One of these is a sort of cage affair meant to keep out squirrels and starlings.  Trouble was that it 

seemed to keep everything else out too.  He started off with a feeder of mixed seeds hanging inside it, but all the birds seemed 

nervous of the thing.  After a few days he changed the seeds to fat balls and almost at once it attracted tits of all shapes and 

sizes. But they are the brave ones.  There is something about the structure of this cage that is putting off most of the others.  It 

does the job with the starlings though – they fly up to it and veer off at the very last moment.  I’ve seen one of them sitting 

above it in the apple tree, looking decidedly put out.                     

Margaret Waddingham 



Garden Club  
Over 50 members and guests enjoyed another highly successful annual Garden Club supper on Wednesday 9 

January.  The village hall looked festive, with flower arrangements on every table prepared by Maureen 

Villiers and Jane Onslow.  A quiz had been prepared and set up along the wall by Nikki Hale, and everybody 

spent a little time chatting with friends and neighbours while  enjoying the canapés prepared by members of 

the committee.  This was followed by a range of hot dishes and cold dishes, again produced by committee 

members and helpers, and, finally, the usual sumptuous selection of puddings and cheese.  As always, 

everything on the night was prepared, served and ultimately tidied away by members and friends of the 

Garden Club.  There were far too many helpers to list everybody here, but a special vote of thanks goes to 

Harry Dike, who yet again ran the bar, and Fleur Miles who organised and ran the raffle, which raised nearly 

£90 for club funds. 
 

The next meeting of the Garden Club will be on Wednesday 13 February, when Sue Applegate, formerly of Kelways, will give a 

talk on ‘Peonies and Irises’ and will have a selection of plants for sale.  All are welcome, and new and potential new members 

are particularly encouraged to come along to the village hall at 7.15 pm.  
Broken Nails 

Garden tip 
Check your stored dahlia tubers - remove and destroy any showing signs of disease or rot.  

Later this month cut back late flowering clematis and start to prune hybrid T and 

floribunda roses.   

Profile of a Stourton Caundler 
The coffee and delicious Stollen cake Tom Eden served when I visited him in Sunray Cottage was 

perhaps a salute to his German ancestors. Tom never knew his neuro-surgeon father who didn’t return 

from the war. His stepfather, a fellow neurologist, accepted a medical posting in Sheffield and Tom and 

his sister spent their early years in the Peak District. Tom distinctly remembers the hard winter of 1947 

when snow prevented him from getting to school for two months! 

Aged only seven he was sent to Winchester House Prep School in Brackley, Northamptonshire, seeing 

his parents only once each term. He later progressed to Repton School, which he hated, he says, having 

to fag for two years and put up with a brutal system of corporal punishment. He regards the Classics he 

studied as good mind training but was relieved to leave school to pursue his chosen career path of 

becoming an hotelier.  
 

Tom spent three years at the renowned Swiss Ecole Hôtelière de Lausanne studying cuisine, service, 

accountancy, and general hotel management – all in French, from where he was sent on short-term 

practical placements to both Claridge’s and The Savoy. Perhaps this training influenced everything Tom 

has since done in life because he is a man who pays great attention to detail and is meticulous in all he undertakes, as well as 

being a fine cook!  

Tom’s first post was at the original Four Seasons Hotel in Canada, followed by a period at the Coral Reef Club in Barbados before 

returning to Britain where, still only 24, he became General Manager of the prestigious Cotswold hotel, The Lygon Arms in 

Broadway. 

Over the years Tom has resided and travelled all over the world as an hotelier, working for big groups including Sheraton, 

Holiday Inn and Trust House Forte. He fulfilled a variety of roles but latterly in his career, held senior posts in hotel marketing. 

The constant travel and big responsibilities perhaps took its toll on family life – he has three children by two different marriages.  

For most of Tom’s working life his home base was in Hertfordshire, but in the 1980s, seeking some rural tranquillity during his 

globe-trotting career, Tom purchased a cottage near Tisbury in the Nadder Valley and always vowed to retire to the West 

Country.  

In his fifties, when big hotel chains were merging, redundancy inspired Tom to establish his own hotel marketing and revenue 

generating business from which he retired eight years ago. He took years to find the “right” house to move to in retirement as, 

being a keen gardener, he was really seeking a garden with a house in it, he says. But Sunray Cottage fitted the bill and he has 

now been in Stourton Caundle for some 16 months, entering fully into village life. 

Tom has many interests including keeping fit, reading, family history research, antique clocks, baroque music and watercolour 

landscape painting. His lithe physique portrays an active man and indeed he cycles Ironman distances with another village 

fanatic, although they now realise that narrow tyres and frozen road surfaces are not a good combination! Tom’s period on 

crutches since early December fortunately fell during a dead period in the garden which is Tom’s principal joy and 

preoccupation and in which he has toiled tirelessly since moving in, shaming his near neighbours! He won two cups at the last 

Garden Club Show, which is unsurprising given his attention to detail, and the embellishment of Sunray Cottage’s garden makes 

it a veritable Garden of Eden! 

        Stella Woodward 



Canon Anthony Molesworth 
We shall all miss Anthony Molesworth.   ‘The Canon’ or ‘Holy Moley’ as 

he was affectionately known by everyone, died last week.  He was until 

recently a well-known figure walking the local footpaths and around 

Stalbridge Weston with his dog and coming to various village events, 

especially the Garden Club and annual show.  He also used to provide 

the monthly rainfall records for THE STOURTON CAUNDLER magazine. 

He and Sue moved into the village 23 years ago, being the first to occupy 

a house in Barrow Hill,  when he retired from his parish at Charlton 

Musgrove in Somerset.  Within two months, to his dismay, he was 

elected organiser of the newly formed Neighbourhood Watch, although 

he knew no-one!  In addition, he was soon taking services in the church 

here and at Stalbridge, where he helped during two interregnums and 

took a weekly service for many years.  More recently, he took a service 

regularly in Yeovil. 

Anthony had spent most of his bachelor life in Africa, in Zululand and Swaziland, as both priest and then canon, 

learning to speak both Zulu and Swazi fluently.  He would have loved to return there when he retired, but he and Sue 

had to make do with holidays there.  They would drive right out into the bush away from the tourist trails to watch the 

animals and birds.  He was particularly passionate about birds and loved to sit in his “stoep” attached to the house in 

Barrow Hill watching the many birds which visited their garden. 

Sue and Anthony have two children, Hugh and Anna, and he derived much pleasure from the two little grandchildren, 

Oeone and Toby.  Anthony would have been 90 this summer and had recently celebrated 65 years in the priesthood. 

Jane Colville 

Tree Planting 
The Parish Council  applied for and has been granted a further pack of 420 trees by the Woodland Trust, for 

planting around the village.  The ‘Future Firewood’ pack of Silver Birch, Wild Cherry, Common Oak and Rowan 

saplings will be delivered in the first week of March.  The morning of Saturday 9 March has been 

provisionally earmarked for planting them and all will be welcome to help.  Landowners will receive a letter 

shortly asking them to bid for trees for their land.  Watch out for further information in the next issue of the 

magazine.   

Tim Villiers 

12:12:12 12/12/12 
We were in The Trooper for a Christmas meal on 12 December.  At 12:12and 12 seconds we raised our glasses to celebrate 

the unique time and date of 12:12:12 (i.e. 12 seconds and 12 minutes past 12 o’clock) on the 12th day of the 12th month 

of the 12th year. 
 

I understand that it will be another 89 years before we can celebrate the next such date, 01:01 01/01/01, a long time after 

most of us are gone!! 
 

We continued to have our celebratory Christmas meal, and a good time was had by all. 

Margaret McKay 

Recipe 
Juju’s Pork Chops 
Ingredients 
 

1 Pork Chop per person 

Cheese Sauce 

A good heap of grated Cheddar Cheese  (about 1 ounce per person) 

About 2 tablespoons of Dijon Mustard (for 4 people) 

A slosh of Cream stirred in (about 1/4 pint for 4 people) 

Salt and Pepper 
 

Method 
 

Snip the side of the Pork Chop where the fat is so they do not curl up during cooking. 

Grill the Pork Chops on both sides with a little Olive Oil, seasoning and some Thyme/Rosemary or Sage, whatever herbs 

you like. 

When fully cooked transfer into a Gratin Dish (or low sided dish that is safe under the grill). 

Spoon over the sauce and grill again until golden brown bubbling. 
 

Serve immediately.         

Suzie Ievers 



Agricultural observations 
The first event in the farming year is the celebration of Plough Sunday, a tradition of blessing the 

plough on the Sunday after Epiphany (although practices have changed enormously since its 

inception). The blessing is for the machinery and all those involved in agriculture for the new season 

ahead. We must all hope for a much better one.  Daffodils, snowdrops and primroses are already 

appearing telling us how close Spring is. 
 

While in America over Christmas, the headline in The Washington Post was "MILK MAY SPILL OVER 

DAIRY CLIFF". This referred to the possibility that milk prices could double if the US Congress did not 

address the milk subsidy scheme paid to their farmers as well as the 'fiscal cliff’ problem. I have since 

heard that the subsidy system was extended by nine months. The phrase ‘subsidy’ to farmers should be read to mean that 

‘farmers need subsidy to produce food economically’; therefore it's the public who are benefiting from reduced food bills.  
 

Our bovine animals still have health threats with Tuberculosis not being effectively controlled with all the heart-ache and 

financial loss the present system carries,  Schmallenberg (the disease which causes birth defects in cattle, sheep and goats) is 

being diagnosed across the country which will have serious financial effects; but Bluetongue, which most farmers vaccinated 

against, has not been recorded here since 2008, which is good news. I feel that no matter how good our animal husbandry is,  

nature will always keep farmers on the lookout for health issues.  
 

Yet another challenge for farmers is the feeding of their four-legged friends, with forage last summer being such varied quality 

because of the weather. By analysing the hay, silage and maize crops, science laboratories can calculate the requirements of the 

animal to produce the milk or meat, whichever enterprise the farmer is in.  
 

A very basic forage analysis would contain something like:-  

Dry Matter…..refers to the volume of moisture;  PH….refers to how well it will store; 

Ammonia......% of nitrogen present; Protein............% for nutritional requirement; 

D value............the digestibility; and ME.................Megajules per kilo, for energy. 

From this information the farmer then decides which supplement to add to the animals’ diet. The range is quite wide and comes 

from all over the world e.g.soya, rapeseed, molasses, sugar beet, bread waste, biscuit waste, rice bran, citrus pulp or just the 

manufactured compound.  
 

Looking at circumstances beyond our farmers’ control, milk purchasers, Wiseman (the black/white cow marked lorries) has 

linked up with Muller (a German company) while Milk Link (a UK farmer co-op) has merged with Arla (a Danish co-op); the long-

term consequences of this are not yet known.  
 

We all look forward to Spring, so let us hope that we will be able to leave our wellies in the shed by Rogation Sunday (5th May) 

when there is the blessing of the seed and the soil.        

David Jeanes 

Poppy collection 2012 
The annual poppy collection from the village in November 2012 amounted to £282.38.   This was not as much as last year, 

but very many thanks to the collectors  Vinny Taylor, Richard Miles and Andrew Oliver and of course to all those who 

donated to this most worthwhile charity.       

Jane Colville 

Mothering Sunday – 10 March 
There will be special activities for children in the church on 9 and 10 March and an appropriate service on 10 March.  

Details will be given in next month’s issue of the magazine.        

Gill Sanders and Jane Colville 

The Allotments – an opportunity 
It’s that time of year when we realise that the evenings are starting to draw out a bit, and a young (or not so young) man’s 

fancy lightly turns to thoughts of ....... vegetables! 

This is the time of year when we start to plan for this year’s cropping, and so it’s also the ideal time for us to invite any other 

folks to come and join us if they would like to. We’re a fairly diverse but sociable bunch and the workload is surprisingly 

light. One or two people are giving up their places in the team this time, which leaves space for new blood. If you fancy 

having access to a wide range of home grown vegetables and can spare maybe three or four hours per month, give me a call 

before mid-February. The number’s 01963 362890. 

John Waltham 



Fields and field names 
The 1709 Stourhead Estate map for Stourton Caundle, held at the Wiltshire County Records Office in Chippenham, identifies 

35 tenants with 250 parcels of land. Haddon, which included Cockhill Farm, was not included in the 1461 transfer of estate 

ownership from the Haddon family to the Stourton family. 

In 1797, with the estate now in the ownership of the Hoare family, there were just nine main tenants with field numbers 

reduced to 175, resulting from the amalgamation of smaller holdings and the enclosure of the remaining medieval open fields 

including Gurt (Great) Ground, between Rowden Mill and Caundle Lanes, and land adjoining the Caundle Brook, between 

Rowden Mill and Warr Bridge, where tenanted strip cultivation was still being carried out by a total of 15 tenants in 1709.The 

tenanted farms were held by Copyhold tenure, which meant for three named lives. The low rents paid to the estate were 

subsidised by the payments made to the estate when a tenant died, and a new name was added to the Copyhold. The farms in 

estate ownership in 1797 were Court Farm (renamed Manor Farm in 1833), Brunsell Farm, Newleys Farm (now Newleaze), 

Barrow Hill Farm, and Church House Farm, amalgamated with Brunsell Farm in the latter part of the 19
th

 Century, with Mr 

Albin Harris as the tenant. The 1911 sale catalogue states “This Holding is used for dairying purposes and the numerous prizes 

won by the present tenant at leading shows is evidence both of the skills of the tenant and the excellent quality of the land”; as 

we now know these skills were to pass down through another four generations of the Harris family and are still in evidence 

today. Outlying farms in estate ownership were Woodrow Farm, Middle Woodrow Farm located on the side of the Caundle 

Brook, which ceased to operate as a separate farm, somewhere between 1832 and 1839, and was amalgamated with 

Woodrow Farm following the 1911 estate dispersal sale, when both farms were purchased by Samuel Rice, Higher Woodrow 

Farm, and Rowden Mill Farm. 

An estate map, dated 1839, is held at the Dorset History Centre in Dorchester but unfortunately this map does not record the 

field names. The 1911 Stourhead Estate sale catalogue has an excellent map identifying field boundaries and to which farm, or 

holding, the fields are attached, but again the fields are not identified by name.    A survey carried out in 1957 by the 

headmaster and junior class children at the village primary school, myself included, identified the field names in use at that 

time and whether the fields were being used as pasture land or for growing cereal crops. The survey found that 46 of the field 

names in use in 1709 have survived to the present-day, some with minor changes to the spelling. The present- day field 

boundaries have not changed significantly since 1797, however a number of fields have disappeared during the course of the 

20
th

 Century, due either to hedge removal to accommodate modern farming practices, or for housing development. These 

include Allotment Ground on the far side of the junction at Holt Lane, opposite Caundle Farm, where the parish allotment 

gardens were located up until the 1919 final dispersal sale. This field now forms part of Greenway. The allotment site was 

relocated to Stalbridge Road until 1929 when the first local authority housing in the parish was erected on the allotment land. 
 

Development of the cider apple orchards to the north of Veales Cottage started in 1902, with erection of the new rectory at 

Jubilee Oak, followed in 1926 by the erection of Okeford View, and in the mid 1930s the erection of Wynway and six semi-

detached houses by the Rural District Council. The orchards formed part of the smallholding attached to Guyers Ale House 

(Gwyers), purchased from the estate by the Stokes family in the mid -1800s. 
 

The freehold of The Trooper Inn was purchased by Mathews Brewery of Gillingham in 1894 and included an orchard, where 

Griffin now stands, and a single field off  Rowden Mill Lane, called Slippery Hill, which provided grazing for horses, used for 

haulage contracts, including the collection of coal from Stalbridge station and stone for road repairs from Garvey Quarry. The 

first tenants were Walter and Charlotte (Lottie) Green. A photograph of Lottie, standing in the rear yard by the cart shed, 

hangs on the wall in The Trooper and she remained as landlady for 54 years until finally retiring in 1948, setting a formidable 

target for Kevin and Zena to beat! 
 

Court Barton, formerly Court Close, where the castle was located and the Manorial Court Meetings were held, now forms part 

of Barley Close. On the southern side of Manor Farmhouse the lower part of Yarn Barton is now garden and the remainder, 

together with Adams Ground, forms part of Townsend. Big Mead and Little Mead, adjoining the brook on Manor Farm, have 

been incorporated into Barbeys and Humpy Knoll respectively. The estate saw-yard at the rear of Pophams has been 

incorporated into the garden of Grange Cottage. 
 

Brimble, formerly Home Mead and attached to Barrow Hill Farm, was purchased by the Rural District Council shortly after the 

end of the Second World War and developed in four stages, with the final stage completed in 1954.         

 Phil Knott 





Sky at night 
On the evening of the Friday, 15 February, an asteroid will whiz past the Earth at a speed of 7.8 

kilometres per second in what will be a record-breaking near-miss.  Were it to be on a slightly 

different trajectory and to hit our atmosphere, it would have exploded with the energy of 2.5 

million tons of TNT!  Fortunately we know for certain that it will not get any nearer than 27,000 km.  

That might sound a large distance but on the cosmic shooting-gallery scale of things, it is a 

remarkably close shave:  the Moon, (our nearest heavenly body) for instance, is a lot further away 

from us being almost 400,000 km distant. 

As it passes through our neighbourhood in space, this rock, named '2012 DA14', will become by far 

the brightest ever (and therefore largest) near-Earth asteroid or NEA to have come so close and, 

importantly, to have been found in advance so that its exact orbital path can be determined and the 

thing observed.  In the  past, NEAs this big (around 50 metres across) will have buzzed the Earth every few decades but would 

not have been recorded as no-one would have been out at night scanning the skies looking for them.  The last big one to hit 

happened in 1908 in the remote Tunguska region of Siberia.  As I said, this one will definitely miss but, as it does so, it will be 

visible from the village, if you have a pair of binoculars and know where to point them as the space rock rises in the east at 

about 8.00 pm just to the left of the constellation of Leo, that is looking towards Melbury Hill or Fontmell Down.  It should be 

quite a sight seeing this ‘star’ tracking across the sky knowing, as we do, what it is and that, but for a slight tweek, it might have 

been coming directly our way! 

I’m sure there’ll be quite a bit of hype about it in the news media and on TV. 

 

Richard Miles 

For Pence and  Spicy Ale—a report 
On Saturday 15 December, around 40 villagers, and other aficionados of folk and/or live performance from further afield, were 

treated to a feast of music and literary extracts, when St Peter’s Church once again played host to ‘For Pence and Spicy Ale.’  

This delightful series of seasonally appropriate material was, of course, performed by our very own John Waltham and the 

wonderful Helen English, both singing and reading, while Helen also provided cleverly devised melodic accompaniments for 

many of the songs which she played on her lovely Celtic harp – quite an achievement given that John has for so many years sung 

almost exclusively unaccompanied! The church was beautifully decorated, providing a warm welcome to all, which was further 

enhanced by mulled cider and mince pies during the interval – the former courtesy of Harry Dike’s cider and much mulling by 

John himself, while the mince pies were provided by members of the PCC and their partners. 

 

One of the enduring attractions of this steadily evolving performance, quite 

apart from the traditional and modern songs not normally heard in Church these 

days, is to hear the alternate tunes, or airs, used for some of the more familiar 

Christmas carols. Apparently, at one time, virtually the only Christmas Carol 

permitted was ‘While Shepherds Watched …’ and there are well over thirty – 

some might say many more – known tunes to which it was sung (including rather 

bizarrely, one more normally associated with ‘On Ilkley Moor Bar T’at’). 

And while I greatly enjoyed the familiar poems and extracts from Hardy and 

other established authors read by John and Helen, I was particularly taken by 

their description of, and readings from those taking part in, carolling in 

Odcombe, near Yeovil – a longstanding tradition of which both have some 

personal knowledge, Helen having lived there for a number of years, and John 

having had family farming there for generations (where has he not in these parts?). 

 

So once again we were treated to an excellent evening’s entertainment which raised just under £200 for Church funds, and our 

thanks must go to both John and Helen, and to those associated with the PCC, who made it such an enjoyable occasion. 

                     A Village Folkie 

The Countrymen’s Club 
The Countrymen’s Club is a new community project designed to tackle the specific challenges faced by older 

men from rural communities. It is for men who want to remain active and involved in the countryside and who 

want to share their knowledge of farming and rural skills with others.  More information can be obtained 

from: 01963 210703 

Stand-up comedy at The Exchange 
The show on 13 October raised £1162 for two good causes, making a total of £10,872 raised to date.  The 

next show is scheduled for 9 March - we understand it will not be suitable for children!  More information on 

01258 475137 



Carol singing 2012 
Carol singing for 2012 was once again a great success.  Not quite so many people this time but at least it stopped raining for the 

occasion and, with Terry Taylor starting us all off on the right note with a clever little musical device,  we competed well with 

the sound of the brook tumbling over the weir on the other side of the road.   
 

Inside The Trooper we were welcomed with delicious mulled wine and mince pies; thanks once again to Ray Foot and Zena and 

Kevin. 
 

Our collection of £68 went this year to the Dorset Air Ambulance, so a huge thank-you to everyone who joined in.   
 

See you all again next year.      
Annie, Margaret and Margaret   

The Pound 
Bulbs planted under the May tree in memory of Rosemary and Helen Julius 

During the last few months Garden Club members and helpers have pruned the May tree next to the notice board at The 

Pound, following advice from North Dorset District Council.  Work was also carried out to weed and improve the soil around 

the tree.   

Two types of cyclamen (coum and hederifolium), both much loved by Rosemary and Helen, have been planted under the tree 

in memory of the sisters who were founder members of the Stourton Caundle Garden Club and who lived in Gwyers from 1947 

until their deaths.  In time this will create a seasonal display of dainty flowers and handsome patterned foliage which will 

gradually spread to form a good sized colony.  Hopefully, this will serve as a lasting legacy to both Rosemary and Helen Julius.             

Marjo Walker 

For sale 
VAX S2 hard floor steam cleaner. Brand new with box, used once but then I received a more all-round steamer 

from Santa!   RRP Argos £59.99 yours for £35. 

ALSO Karcher hand held window vac, brand new, used twice, brilliant little tool. RRP Argos £59.99 also 

yours for £35. (Santa's has a window attachment) 

.......call Deanne on 365713 

Welcome Club 
Thirty-four members and guests attended the January meeting of the Welcome Club. Members were issued with a list of the 

dates and venues for this year’s outings. On behalf of the officers, and club members, thank-you to 

everyone who supported the Christmas Fayre.  
 

The guest speaker in January was Sarah Challis and the topic her father’s wartime service as an RAF film 

cameraman with Bomber Command, operating from the rear gunner’s position in a Lancaster bomber, and 

her childhood post-war memories of her father working at Pinewood Studios, and on location, as the 

Director of Photography for many of the well-known British produced films of that time, including Chitty 

Chitty Bang Bang, Genevieve, Sink The Bismark, Those Magnificent Men In Their Flying Machines and The 

Private Life Of Sherlock Holmes. In November 2011, BAFTA hosted a special tribute to Christopher Challis, when he was 

presented with a Lifetime Achievement Award for his work as a cinematographer  
 

There will be a presentation by the Dorset and Somerset Air Ambulance at the next meeting on Wednesday, 20 February. The 

Spring outing to Hestercombe Gardens, near Taunton, will be on Friday, 17 May: non-members welcome; please contact Colin 

McKay for further details. 
 

The Club meets every third Wednesday of the month, except August and December, in the village hall at 2.30pm. New members 

are welcome from both Stourton Caundle and the surrounding villages. Non-members are welcome to hear any of our speakers 

at a charge of £1 to include tea.      

Phil Knott 

COMMUNITY DEFIBRILLATOR  
 

Public Meeting on Friday 8 February  2013 

at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall 
 

All Welcome 
 

The Parish Council has agreed in principle to help fund a  

defibrillator for the community - available for everyone to use. 

It will be kept in an external cabinet in the village and needs an electrical supply to keep it frost-free. 

 

The Parish Council welcomes ideas on fund-raising and the best location for 

the cabinet. 


