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Any articles or correspondence published in this magazine do not necessarily reflect the views of the 

Committee or the Editor. Reproduction of any articles is prohibited without the prior permission of the Editor. 

We try to ensure the accuracy of the content of  The Stourton Caundler, but cannot guarantee that it will 

always be current, accurate or complete.  The inclusion of advertisements is not a recommendation of the 

goods or services of those advertising.  The Committee and the Editor cannot be held responsible for negative 

consequences arising as a result of doing business with advertisers and recommend that you confirm 

appropriate references and any professional qualifications of advertisers for yourself. 



A Message to the Strim Crazy  
Plantlife International – a charitable organisation speaking up for the nation’s wild plants -  tells us 

that road verges are one of the most important, best loved and frequently viewed habitats in the 

country  and asks why they are still being destroyed.  Plantlife is working with Dorset County Council 

to introduce new management guidelines to encourage wildflowers to return.  Please take a look at 

the bank outside Janie Harris’s Triangle Cottage and ask yourself how wonderful our village would 

look if we all adopted her approach.  For more information and some stunning images go to 

www.plantlife.org.uk       

S.K. 

JOIN  S.C.W.F.C! 

“The Wild Club” 
No – not the club for the supporters of Watford Football Club (although there are a few 

poor souls of that persuasion in the village). 

BUT the proposed Stourton Caundle Wild Flower Club. 

The AIMs are to brighten up the village and its surrounding hedgerows with wider 

varieties of wild flowers suitable for our soil, and to learn more about our wild flora.  

Members will plant and tend wild flower varieties, and get them established.  Walks 

round the village will be more colourful, and walkers, and even their dogs, will enjoy 

their walks more. 

We plan to have a meeting in early September to discuss ideas, before planting and 

seeding in late Autumn onwards. 

Please contact Penny Kirk if you are interested and/or want to express views and 

comments (for or against), and to receive details of the inaugural meeting,  

on: penathome@gmail.com        

 Penny Kirk 

Bee Scene!  
Over 30,000 children have already taken part in the wild flower survey since its launch in 

2010. Now thousands more will have the opportunity to explore the nature on their 

doorstep and learn about the wild flowers growing there.   

Families  can discover whether their local area is good for bumblebees by looking for  bee-

friendly wild flowers such as foxgloves, dandelions and clovers in their local green 

spaces. The results are then uploaded onto a virtual meadow map of the UK. Full details 

and bee scene resources are available online at  

www.plantlife.org.uk/beescene  
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With thanks to this edition’s ‘Roving Editor’ Sarah Kwiatkowski  

Please present all contributions for the next  issue to the editor by 12 noon on  Friday 18th 

September 2015  

by e-mail if possible.  E-mail address: thecaundler@hotmail.co.uk.   

lease use only “Word” document when sending contributions.  



WHAT SHALL WE DO TODAY? 
We have two families to thank for this terrific list to help answer this eternal question.  

 

Sabrina Caplen, Jazmyn 7, Sienna 5½, Kirk 3,  have produced this great list of Things To Do in the 

Summer Holidays. 

Sabrina says that, ‘when we are not playing in the back garden, we are; 
 

GOING FOR WALKS – exploring the village and surrounding footpaths, maybe with a picnic.   Remember to pick up 

your LITTER and shut gates and get the farmer’s permission if you want to play with a ball or run races. 

 

A WILDLIFE HUNT – see how many wildflowers or bugs you can find and try to identify them. 

 

Other times, just jump in the car with a picnic and head to places like the CERNE ABBAS GIANT.  We park in the car 

park at the bottom and follow the signs up and around the giant.  My youngest (3 yo) manages it.  I wouldn’t recommend it if 

it’s wet as it is very slippery, as we found out.  A lovely park just across from the car park is a plus. 

 

HAM HILL, YEOVIL is also a lovely place to explore.  We love the woods there. 

 

MONKEY WORLD,  BH20 6HH,  is a favourite.  Save money by taking your own picnic and keep an eye peeled for 

Offer Days, such as bringing socks or blankets for the monkeys, and then kids get in free.  

 

TANK MUSEUM, BH20 6JG, BOVINGTON.  Lovely days  can be had here with an annual pass included in your 

entry fee. Return as many times as you like, excluding special event days.  Take your own picnic. 

 

FLEET AIR ARM MUSEUM, BA22 8HT, YEOVIL.  Again another great day out with an annual pass as above.  

 

THE BEACH – We love Weymouth Beach.  Pack up inflatables, swimmers and lunch and head down for the day.  You can 

have a lovely walk on the beach and even pop across to the arcades.  

 

Our new favourite is  DURDLE DOOR, BH205PU, WEST LULWORTH Also known as Nanny McPhee’s Beach 

as it is featured in the film.  It is shingle, with a long, steep walk down but all the children manage it.  On the way up we stop 

for an ice-cream from the ice-cream tractor.  When the children are older we will start walking from Durdle Door to Lulworth 

Cove.  

 

OTHER IDEAS 
Sea Life Centre, Weymouth 

Nine Springs park, Yeovil 

Kingston Maurward – petting farm. 

Kingston Lacy 

Oceanarium, Bournemouth. 

Longleat for a very special, and expensive, day out. 
 

SHOWS 
Stock Gaylard Oak Fair  Sat 29

th
, Sun 30

th
 August 

Gillingham Show Weds Aug 19
th

 

Dorchester Show 5
th

, 6
th

 Sept. 

Sturminster Newton Carnival 29
th

 Aug. 
 

 

 

 

 



We also go SWIMMING and watch Daddy working in the fields, silaging, baling etc.  Perfect with a picnic. 

 

Jo Chant and her children, Olivia, 10, Isobel, 8, Max 6, have also produced a wonderful list. 
 

Jo says;  ‘the children love visiting different PARKS and spend a lot of time playing.  Alweston, Marnhull and Stalbridge are 

always popular, especially with a picnic. 

 

UPTON COUNTRY PARK, POOLE  BH17 7BJ,  is a lovely day out and in the summer the walled garden has a 

splash fountain for the children to play in.  The splash fountain is usually open 11.00 – 1.00 and 2.00 to 4.00pm.  There is also a 

kids’ trailway. 

 

MOORS VALLEY COUNTRY PARK, BH24 2ET  – just pay for   the parking.  We take a picnic and the dogs can 

come, too. 

 

BEACH – We love Sandbanks as it has everything to hand and with three children I find it easier to park right next to the 

beach.  However, parking is quite expensive.  We also spend time at Chesil Beach as the children love to fish for mackerel, 

which we usually barbeque.  

 

SWIMMING – we usually go to the Victorian Barn at Woolland, DT11 0EY which is £2.50 per child for an hour’s swim. 

Milborne Port School hire out their pool in the holidays for £10 per hour.  

 

FISHING - the children love fishing  and we go to Revels in Buckland Newton or The Brickyard in Lydlinch.  Usually we take a 

picnic and Mum takes a book!  We are lucky enough to go out seafishing with Daddy and his friends.  

 

CRABBING – is great fun and Kimmeridge is perfect for exploring rock pools. 

 

WALKS – we often go to the woods with the dogs, and the children spend hours making dens and climbing.  Take a picnic or 

hot chocolate to make it more fun.  

If we are home we often walk along the stream and find a spot for the children to play and build dams and bridges.  

 

PLAYDATES – the girls are lucky enough to have close friends that live in walking distance but we have a constant stream 

of visitors throughout the holidays to keep them entertained.’ 

 

THANK YOU SO MUCH, CAPLEN AND CHANT FAMILIES.  THESE IDEAS ARE GOING TO BE SO USEFUL FOR OTHER FAMILIES, 

especially all the grandparents in the village who wonder what on earth they are going to do with their grandchildren.             

 



Congratulations 
Warmest congratulations to Jeremy Hughes, resident of our village, and Chairman of the 

Alzheimer’s Society, who has been awarded a CBE.  Jeremy became CEO in 2010 and through his 

leadership the society has made major advances in the fight against dementia, a disease that 

affects so many of our lives.   

                                            Barry Mitchell 
I would like to say a big thank you to everyone for their support and care over the last 8 

months since Barry had his fall. It has been very much appreciated by myself and my 

family. At the time of writing he is in Yeovil Hospital but hopefully will be transferred to a 

nursing home in the very near future. I am so glad we moved to this very caring village. 

Thank you all.                                                                 

 Linda Mitchell  

Flag Down A Train . . . .  
. . . and have a day at the SEASIDE!  This is recommended by Zena Clough. 

‘Did you know that you can go by train to Weymouth from our closest stations, Chetnole or Yetminster, and have the very unusual 

opportunity to flag down the train?  Both these stops on the Weymouth line are request stops and passengers are asked to signal 

clearly to the driver.  How cool is that? Hop on the train – there is generally a two-hourly southbound to Weymouth service – but 

check online - and in 50 minutes you will be in Weymouth for a fun day at the seaside.   

On the way home remember to ask the guard to stop the train for you to alight.’  Thanks, Zena! 

 

St Peter’s Church Trail for Children 
St Peter’s  is open all day every day and we now have a printed Trail, courtesy of Nadfas, for children visiting our Church. The 

sheets of 14 questions (and the answers) are to be found in the church, and children will enjoy reading the clues and finding the 

answers in unexpected places and learning about the history of our lovely old church.                 

S.K. 

Summer Reading Challenge – Stalbridge Library 
The Summer Reading Challenge encourages children aged 4 to 11 to read six books during the summer holiday. Children can read 

whatever they like – non-fiction, stories, joke books, picture books – just as long as they are borrowed from the library. 

Every time children finish a book they get stickers and rewards and there is a certificate for everyone who finishes. 

The theme for the 2015 Summer Reading Challenge is RECORD BREAKERS. 

 

Change 4 Life—10 Minute Shake Up 

Sign up online to receive a chart and stickers—4 different Disney ones to choose from.  Follow the activities, including Marlins  Tag, 

Mike & Scullys Scare Chase and many many more—great fun and keep fit too! www.change4life.co.uk 

 

 



      Recipes For Children To Make 
Double Chocolate Brownies    

by Olivia Deana Chard, aged 10 
4oz butter 

4oz plain chocolate (broken) 

10 ½ oz caster sugar 

1 tsp vanilla essence 

2 eggs 

5oz plain flour 

2 tbsp cocoa powder 

3 ½ oz chocolate chips. 

Set oven at 180 or gas 4, Grease and line 7’’ square tin. 

Place the butter and chocolate in a saucepan over a low heat until melted. 

Pour melted mixture over sugar and vanilla essence.  Add the eggs, one at a time, 

stirring well.  Add the plain flour and cocoa powder, chocolate chips and mix well 

Pour into the tin and bake for 35 minutes until it smells good. 

     

          

Isobel’s Pizza  

by Isobel Alice Chard, aged 8.  
6oz self-raising flour 

Pinch of salt 

1 ½ oz butter 

2 oz grated cheese 

3-4 tblsp milk 

1 tin chopped tomatoes 

Grated cheese (mozzarella is good) 

Toppings 

Set the oven at 220 or gas 7. 

Put flour, salt and butter in a bowl and rub the mixture until  it looks like bread-

crumbs. Add the 2 oz cheese and milk and mix to make a ball of dough.  Either roll 

the dough to make a large pizza or divide to make small pizzas.  

Place the bases on a greased baking tray and cook in the oven for 15 mins. 

Remove from oven and spoon chopped tomatoes over the base.  Add the topping 

of your choice and then sprinkle with the cheese (mozzarella). Bake in the oven 

until golden. 

 

 

 

 

 

Max’s Chocolate Crunch   

by Max Chard, aged 6 
6oz digestive biscuits 

2 oz icing sugar 

5 oz plain chocolate 

4 oz butter 

Crumble the digestives into a bowl, add the icing sugar. Melt the chocolate and 

butter together and pour over the biscuits.  Grease a baking tin and pour in the 

mixture and press firmly into the tin. Set in fridge for about an hour.  Cut out in 

squares.  



The Twin Peaks Challenge 
Are your children bored and grumpy, quarrelsome and generally getting on your nerves?  If so, why not take up the Twin 

Peaks Challenge?  Pack a picnic and go for the day.  Take your dog and your granny.  Everyone will have a fantastic day out 

and feel that they have achieved something. 

The challenge is to walk up both Hambledon and Hod Hill in a figure of eight.  Either start at the Child Okeford end where you 

can park your car on the little pull-in on the lane opposite the Oasis garden centre,  and take the footpath straight up the side 

of magnificent Hambledon Hill and gasp at the top, not only because you will definitely be out of breath, but also at the 

wonderful 360 degree view of Dorset spread out below you.  Walk the length of the magnificent ramparts of the Iron Age fort 

–claimed to be one of the best preserved in Europe - and go through the footpath gate at the far end.  Walk on and then take 

the track down the hill to your right with woodland at the bottom and cross the lane and go straight up the even steeper 

slope of Hod Hill on the bridle path in front of you.  On this lane, just past Hanford School, is the alternative parking place if 

you want to walk Hod Hill first.  Now you are set to conquer Dorset’s largest Roman hill fort as well as the remains of another 

Iron Age settlement.  Walk roughly in a circle around the ramparts and note the river Stour far below. (There is a gentle river 

bank walk for another day) Go back down the way you came, cross back over the lane and walk the other side of Hambledon 

Hill back to your car. 

This is fabulous fun and great exercise for all ages.   The other day we met a young family who had picnicked on the top of 

Hambledon  Hill  and were tackling Hod Hill after lunch.  There was dad with the backpack, mum, two children, dog, and a fair

-sized granny who was being pushed up the hill by the children.   

Twenty eight species of butterflies have been recorded here as well as loads of rare wildflowers, so keep your eyes open. 

Maybe you could let the Caundler team know if you rose to our challenge? We’d love to hear from you. 

Ancient Yew Wood 
If you take your children to walk on Hambledon Hill as suggested, make a detour to see the patch of dark yew wood clinging 

to the steep southern slope. From about 3400 BC to 2000BC the hill was covered by a yew forest and what remains is a patch 

of mediaeval yews.  Deep inside the eerily dark wood there are traces of coppicing which suggest the yew wood was used for 

making longbows, for which it was the wood of choice for English archers.                                                                                S.K. 

Gardening Tips 
AUGUST 

Lightly prune cherry and plum trees taking out long stems of new growth.   

Keep up the deadheading and feeding other garden plants. 

SEPTEMBER 

Sow early varieties of potatoes in pots for Christmas harvesting.   

Sow perpetual spinach, chard and carrots.   

Winter lettuce can be sown now as a useful green leaf through the winter.  

                         Nikki Hale 

Weather report for May / June 
May       2015                 2014        22-year average 

Rainfall           59 mm / 2.32 in  79 mm / 3.11 in       61.3 mm / 2.41 in 

 June     2015          2014        21-year average 

Rainfall           25 mm / 0.98 in  34 mm / 1.34 in       49.4 mm / 1.95 in 

  

 Temperature (°C)           Maximum                     Minimum          Average 

         High          Low   High         Low 

May 2015   22.0 (23
rd

)   11.9 (14
th

)            10.9 (11
th

)   0.5 (13
th

)        11.6 

May 2014   23.4 (19
th

)   12.3 (24
th

)        13.7 (20
th

)    3.8 (4
th

)  12.8 

 

June 2015   27.5 (30
th

)    14.1 (1
st

)              15.3 (17
th

)    3.9 (4
th

)      15.1 

June 2014   24.6 (23
rd

)    14.0 (4
th

)         15.2 (25
th

)    7.7 (5
th

)  16.7 

A dry and cooler few months than in recent years.                                                  

Richard Miles 



Crafty Kids on a Rainy Day! 
When my Grandson Harrison comes over to stay (he’s 7), we have great fun making things together.  Here are just a 

few ideas for relatively cheap things to keep the kids happy on a rainy day!  For all the tasks, a friendly responsible adult 

is needed! 

Mosaic Stepping Stones 

A piece of paving slab  

(ask around, there are always broken bits at the end of people’s gardens) 

Old plates, saucers 

(visit the local charity shop where you will find cheap bits and pieces) 

tile adhesive/grout or Polyfiller 

The fun bit!  Place all the old plates etc into an old pillowcase or strong plastic bag and 

smash them into pieces – not too small. 

Brush any dirt off the paving slab and thickly spread over the tile adhesive / grout. 

Start to arrange the pieces of broken plates in a funky pattern (note:  don’t push the pieces too far into the adhesive), 

wiping off any excess adhesive as you go. 

When dry get the responsible adult to help you to spread some of the adhesive over the top to fill in any gaps and clean 

over with a damp sponge. 

There you have it, a very pretty and funky stepping stone for the garden. 

Night Lantern 

A jam jar 

Tissue paper 

Some leaves gathered from a lovely country walk 

PVA Glue 

Cover the jar with glue and place your dried leaves in a pattern around the jar. 

Allow them to dry slightly and then coat them with glue as well. 

Tear the tissue paper into pieces about the size of a 50p then start to coat the jar with the 

pieces, covering all the gaps and the leaves. 

Leave to completely dry and then give a further thin coat of glue to ‘set’ the tissue paper. 

Tie a pretty ribbon or garden string around the neck of the jar and hang from a tree in the garden. 

When dark, ask your responsible adult to place a lighted tealight inside.   

Rock Monsters 

When at the beach collect many interesting looking pebbles then on a rainy day, get out 

the bright poster paints and turn them into monsters like below, adding stick on googley 

eyes.                       

 

   L.T. 

Salad Cream 
Home-made salad cream is a real treat – creamy, with a little sharpness, perfect for salads 

and sandwiches and much nicer than the bottled variety. 

Ingredients 

2 free-range eggs – hard-boiled, yolks only 

2 tbsp English mustard 

Strained juice of ½ lemon 

1 tbsp caster sugar  - less if you prefer 

3 tbsp white wine vinegar 

150 ml/5 fl oz double cream 

150ml/5 fl oz olive oil 

Salt and pepper to taste  

Place all of the ingredients, apart from oil and seasoning, into a food processor, or large 

bowl. Blend until cream starts to thicken and then gradually add the oil until the salad 

cream is smooth and emulsified. Season to taste.  



All Saints CE VC Primary School Bishops Caundle 

Anne Crumpler, Headteacher  

 
Mrs Crumpler writes that the end of term was very busy with good use made of the swimming pool. 

‘Children in class continued to focus on their learning, with baking in Sapphires, linked to our ‘Being Healthy’ topic.  Children 

also made some lovely wired sculptures in Year 2, 3 and 4 and as always, lots of outside learning took place in Diamond class. 

The whole school thoroughly enjoyed a visit to Blandford Forum Tesco, where children took part in a variety of learning 

experiences such as tasting different produce and stepping inside a freezer!  A big thank you to Tesco for welcoming us.  We 

also welcomed Grace Haines from Stalbridge opticians who spoke to our children about the importance of looking after their 

eyes.  Again, we would like to say a thank you to her for all her expertise and goodies that she brought with her!   

Our Year 5 and 6 children represented our school brilliantly at The Gateway, where children in the Sherborne Cluster sang 

songs from different musicals – well done to our children who sang songs from ‘Oliver’ – they sang beautifully, and as always, 

made me very proud. 

We also had our very own All Saints Got Talent show.  Sophia Olford won by singing, accompanied by her Grandad on the 

guitar.  We were so proud of all our children who took part and again made me a very proud Head Teacher – the standard was 

very high and it made judging very difficult! 

We are also getting to know our new children and families joining us in September. We have had some lovely visits already in 

Diamond Class and we look forward to seeing them in school again shortly. 

We are also really excited to begin in September, a morning breakfast club and afterschool care which will run from 7.45am 

until 5.30pm. Activities will include Ultimate Frisbee, Tri- Golf, Tennis, Tag Rugby, Multi-skills and Home Learning & reading 

support. 

Another thank you is to our parent association group, who organised our summer 

fair  and the  fabulous ‘pop up restaurant’ in Stourton Caundle village hall, the theme 

being ‘Mexican’.  A tremendous amount of hard work went into both of these 

events.  These events raised an incredible amount for All Saints, which enables 

children to have a fabulous education, so thank you. 

 All Saints Primary is a great place to be and we cannot wait to start our new 

academic year in September. 

Have a lovely summer everyone.’ 

The Pop-Up Restaurant 
The village hall took on a South American ambience last month when All Saints School PTA had another 'pop 

up restaurant' this time with a Mexican flavour. We were treated to drinks and canapés followed by soup, 

chilli and churros.  The piéce de resistance was a trio of petit fours resembling the Mexican flag, 

Villagers, parents and staff all enjoyed a convivial evening to raise funds for the school. A great deal of hard 

work goes into these occasions and this was much appreciated by the diners. 

Over £500 was made for school funds. 

THE ROVING CROWS ROCK/FOLK CONCERT  

NOV 6
th

 7.30 pm VILLAGE HALL 
Keep this date free!  The Roving Crows are a fab, noisy, groovy group who are coming to our village to give us 

a great night out.  All proceeds go to All Saints Primary School and the Village Hall Fund. 

∗ Burger Van and Bar. 

∗ Fabulous North Devon backing group, Jose and The Hot Dogs. 

This evening will be great for families, children and OAP’s.   

Look at The Roving Crows on U Tube and get the vibe!  

Tickets available from Sept 1
st

 from  

The Trooper, All Saints School – or ring Sarah on 01963 362251.  

Singles, £6 

Families with children under 16, £10 



The Welcome Club 
June 

Our speaker this month was Ralph Jerram who came to give a talk on Incorrect Political Correctness. He started by telling members a few 

funny stories of things that had happened to him then moved on to his career as a recruitment officer in the oil and gas industry. Finally he 

worked for the London Metropolitan Police again as a recruitment officer. It was while working in these jobs that the new wave of political 

correctness came in, such as racial prejudice, homophobia, age discrimination, the under-privileged and equal wages. It was an interesting 

talk with a humorous twist. 

Visit to Lacock 

The coach left the village on a somewhat dry but overcast day. We arrived around mid morning outside the Fox Talbot Museum. Some 

members went straight into the museum while others headed for a coffee in the nearest tea rooms. This pretty village is often used for 

television series or a film location due to its pretty buildings and cobbled streets. Unfortunately the roses that surround the cottage 

doorways were not yet in bloom. Members enjoyed looking around the village church and the abbey. The sun came out briefly to show off 

the yellow stone of the beautiful cloisters. A visit to some of the private rooms of the Fox Talbot house and a stroll round the abbey grounds 

all made for a pleasant first trip of the year. 

July 

This month our guest speaker was Mrs King who came to give a talk and show slides about the author Thomas Hardy.  

 The club enjoyed their second outing of the year on 19th June. A beautiful sunny warm day greeted members who boarded the coach 

heading for Poole. The first stop was Compton Acres Gardens where a lunch was enjoyed after looking at the gardens. The coach then took 

everyone to Poole Harbour for a boat trip along the Dorset coast to Old Harry Rocks and back. 

Our third trip is on 19/09/15 to a daytime show and tea at Brockenhurst. 

The next meeting is on 16/09/15 entitled History of Anaesthesia.                                          

Helen 

Village Hall 100 Club 
The Draw was made at The Trooper on 15

th
 July 2015: 

First Prize:  £25.00 No.183 Colin & Sue Harris 

Second Prize:  £20.00 No.78 Zena Clough 

Third Prize:  £15.00 No.39 William Webb 

The next monthly Draw will be on Wednesday 19
th

 August at The Trooper at about 9 pm. 

This year the 100 Club has raised £720 which are much-needed funds for the upkeep of the Village Hall, with the same 

amount being paid out in the monthly prizes.  We are most grateful to those of you who are already members, but if you 

have not yet got any numbers, or have recently moved to the village, I very much hope that you will be willing to join.  

Each number costs £6 for the year; you can have as many as you want, and you can pay annually or half-yearly.  Delia, 

Fleur and I will be coming round in September/October to collect subscriptions for next year.  The new year for monthly 

draws begins in November.                

  Anna Oliver 

Village Hall Committee 
The Village Hall Committee held its AGM on 19 May 2015.  Marjo Walker stood down as a Garden Club representative and 

was thanked for all her support.  She is to be replaced by Jane Onslow.  The Kitchen Improvement Project awaits 

contractor quotes.  The Garden Club and Parish Council were thanked for their most generous donations towards the 

project which should enable not only the kitchen to be improved but also the ladies toilet. The Committee agreed to hold 

a Big Breakfast and a Car Treasure Hunt to raise funds for the improvement project – dates to be determined.  

 

Badminton 

Tuesday 7.30pm 
Short Mat Bowls 

Monday 7.30pm  

 & Thursday 2pm 

Table Tennis 

Tuesday 7.30pm 

Snooker 

Monday 7.30pm 

In the Village Hall 

Contact Gerry Holdstock on 362001 or just turn up! 

All very welcome - no expertise needed! 



Stourton Caundle Golf Society Monthly Report 

June 2015 
June’s gathering was held on Fathers Day, and it was great to see several Father/Son pairings playing together. It has been 

decided that much more of this day will be made next year. The weather was fair, the course hard underfoot and 

challenging, but our runaway winner this month, Pete Woodman, played the course masterfully. 

 

 

Congratulations to our winner, Pete Woodman, with 

21 points, who was our winner for June, and more 

importantly holder of bragging rights for the next few 

weeks 

Well done to Lawrie Yandell, Paul Wavish, 

Alban Harris and Joe Yandell on the team 

prize, with a team total of 44 points 

Stourton Caundle Community Ladies 
Wow what a finale to our Stourton Caundle ladies year. An evening spent at Mama's Kitchen, Sturminster Newton. 

Full Mezze meal which had us all bursting at the seams followed by amazing entertainment by Mama herself, belting out the 

hits and making it very hard for a lot of ladies to resist a dance. Hope you all enjoyed the evening as much as I did.  

Thank you to all the Stourton Caundle Ladies for making it such an amazing evening. 

Big thank you's in the form of a huge bouquet of flowers each handed out to Sarah Challis and Deanne Tremlett for hosting 

an evening during the year and a cheese board to Mark Paull for his fantastic treasure hunt.  (We also have flowers for 

delivery to Mandy Waltham)  

It's been a brilliant year and I truly hope we can find some new committee members to take SCCL into a new year. 

If you are interested in joining the committee and don't want to see SCCL close please contact Carole, Helen, Steph or Zena. 

Our AGM and final meet up is on Tuesday 1st September at The Trooper skittle alley 7pm where we will finalise the future of 

SCCL.                                     

 S.B. 



Naturally Thinking 
 I am not by nature an unkind person – at least, I don’t think I am.  However, I do seem to change character when it comes to 

cats that come marauding into our garden to snatch birds. 

For three days during June, a parent great spotted woodpecker came with its youngster, which squatted awkwardly either on 

top of the arbour or fence behind the feeders, whilst the parent stocked up on beakfuls of this and that to feed it with.  All 

went well until half way through the third day when a skinny tabby appeared from nowhere and snatched the hard working 

parent.  I yelled at it and the cat, with the squawking woodpecker clasped firmly in its jaws, shot off across the road and 

disappeared over a wall.   Not content with that, the wretched animal returned, sitting under the seat and looking longingly up 

at the feeders obviously waiting for the next woodpecker to arrive.   

I wouldn’t mind cats so much if they didn’t kill for the pleasure of it.  Sparrow hawks and other birds and animals kill because 

they are hungry.  They eat their prey then go and do something else until it’s time for the next meal.  Not cats.  The tabby must 

have dropped the woodpecker, which had probably died of fright by the time it was taken over the wall, and finding that it 

wasn’t game enough to play, lost interest and was back for another within ten minutes.  He visits frequently, in spite of animal 

repellents (which don’t seem to work on this particular little monster) and showers of small stones that we aim at it.   We have 

tried water pistols but can’t get there in time and if I had an air gun, I would cheerfully put paid to it altogether.   To make 

matters worse, it has a friend.  This one is mostly white with bits of tabby on him and he is just as bad.  For hours on end it is 

often so quiet in the garden that I think word has got around the bird population that it’s a dangerous place to visit.  Perhaps 

it’s just as well with those two around.    

On a more cheerful note, we had a visit from a woodpecker at the beginning of July, so at least one of the family has survived.   

Mary found 7 perfect eggs in a scoop in the ground in a field which had been cut only the day before.  They were a sort of 

olivey grey colour with buff/brown markings.  As there were no birds around and the eggs were cold, she assumed that they 

had been abandoned, but being Mary, she took them home just in case, re-assembled them in the same way that she had 

found them and placed them beneath a lamp in the company of some tortoise eggs, and is waiting to see what happens next.  

To date, nothing has and she is rather relieved as bringing up 7 tiny partridges would not be easy.     

Brought to this country from Europe in the eighteenth century as a game bird, it is now being well looked after, for numbers in 

the countries from whence they came - France, Portugal and Spain in particular - are declining rapidly.  They have an 

interesting nesting habit in that they do something called ‘double clutching’, i.e., the female makes a nest in which she lays her 

eggs, then leaves them and makes another where she lays another clutch.  These she sits on, leaving the male to sit on the first 

clutch, which are often cold by the time he gets there.   

In a drowsy state just as it was getting light one morning, I heard a noise like someone rustling a paper bag.  I got out of bed 

expecting to see an interesting animal on the lawn and found instead a minute fly caught in a small web on the frame of the 

open window.  For such a tiny creature, it was making a great deal of noise and as I watched, a spider, also quite tiny when 

compared to a lot of spiders, and presumably disturbed by the vibrations on his web, crept out from his lair, crouched,  then 

shot forward to catch his prey.  This he did very deftly - in fact, I couldn’t see it as a fly any more but rather as an extra bit of 

spider.  He sat with it in his mouth (I think that’s where he was) then carried him slowly back to his kitchen below the window 

frame.  What I found so interesting was that the fly made such a noise in proportion to its size but perhaps it was amplified by 

the strings of silk that encased him.   

Everything that can flower has flowered almost to excess this year and our garden has been full of the somnolent sound of 

visiting wild and assorted bumble bees.   So far I haven’t seen a single honey bee amongst them.  Never mind, what we have 

got are all doing a valuable job and without them we would all be in a mess.   

 We have had visitations from several tiger and scarlet tiger moths.  The latter arrived on the flag iris by the gate – three or 

four of them at different times – and then on a geranium.  One of the tiger moths we saw was also on the geranium and the 

other on the apple tree.  They are beautiful little things, the scarlet one a little larger than the other with black forewings 

splashed with white and yellow over its scarlet underwings.  The other has white wings with a black pattern over orangey 

underwings that have a black pattern.  If you haven’t seen one yet and you happen to have a computer, do look them up.  

They are such beautiful things.     

We seem to have a hedgehog prowling around the garden when we’re not looking.  There are definite and frequent signs.  

How lovely – it’s ages since we last had one here.  Years ago, when we lived in Guildford they were quite common.  One night, 

we heard a tremendous snuffling and grunting and found a pair of them involved in a very public mating ritual.  The female 

(sow, I believe is the correct term) took up residence beneath our neighbour’s fence where she brought up several young.  

One evening we had the pleasure of seeing her leading three miniature hedgehogs across our lawn for a bit of a forage before 

she led them back home again.  It was one of the nicest sights.  Perhaps the one we have will do the same one day.   

                             Margaret Waddingham 



An Indian Experience 
On Saturday 11

th
 July, Stourton Caundle was privileged to host The Kala Chethena Kathakali Company, a unique group of 

performers from South India. Kathakali, which means ‘’story play’’, is the classical dance drama of Kerala, South India and evolved 

many years ago from the temple culture. Traditionally, Kathakali is performed only by men, using a combination of dance, song, 

sounds, body language and amazing facial expressions to reveal their story. 

The evening began with an excellent demonstration of the various meanings expressed through facial expression and movement. 

The actor had trained for thirteen years to perfect the facial muscle control required to perform such emotions as love, grace, 

power and destruction. A short film was then shown to familiarise the audience with the story; a sort of version of Snow White 

and the wicked step mother. 

When the play began, it quite literally erupted onto the stage with unforgettable visual images, sounds and fabulous colour from 

the costumes and makeup. The dancers’ impressive skill, rooted in years of discipline and the extraordinary Sanskrit singing 

supported by the musicians, provided a gateway into the past, where relationships have changed little since these symbolic plays 

were written. There were moments where the furious expressive movements and guttural sounds emanating from the stage 

were almost the stuff of nightmares! However, the children in the audience 

appeared relaxed and totally involved many signing along with the actors and 

mimicking the moves. This was no doubt due the excellent workshop that had taken 

place earlier in the day.  It was apparent that some sort of cultural exchange had 

taken place! 

The vibrant performance was entertaining and fascinating and literally demanded 

the attention of the audience throughout. As it drew to a close, rapturous applause 

and a standing ovation filled the village hall. 

Well done to Derek Corlett and his team for organising the whole event and 

providing the staging and lighting. Also, thank you to Chrissy and Gordon Stobie for 

the raffle and to Jane and Laurie Yandell for providing the interval refreshments.  We 

are indeed most fortunate in a small rural village, to have access to such wonderful 

entertainment.                                      

Wendy Keenan 

Family Information Service 

Helping families in the local community 
Dorset County Council’s Family Information Service offers FREE support to parents and carers of children aged 0-19 (or up to 25 for young 

people with a disability) through its online directory and over the phone.  Families can access a wide range of information, including details of 

nearby children’s activities, local childcare and parent support groups in their area.  

The directory also lists clubs and activities for teenagers, as well as places where young people can go for help and guidance if they are going 

through a difficult time. 

The Family Information Service can also support struggling families by pointing them towards help with childcare costs and other local services 

such as Children’s Centres, the Citizen's Advice Bureau and family learning. 

There’s even a handy e-newsletter, packed with useful information, tips and news, which is emailed every month.  To subscribe visit 

www.dorsetforyou.com/parent-newsletter 

For families who may be struggling to find the service or information they need, there’s one to one advice to help you access a range of support 

through our Family Information Outreach service. This includes advice on finding and paying for childcare.  They are also available to attend 

local groups and events in your community, subject to availability. 

To contact the Family Information Service: 

T: 01305 221066  E:familyinfo@dorsetcc.gov.uk  W:www.dorsetforyou.com/fis  



It is with much sadness that we report the deaths of three of our residents, and send our condolences 

and sympathy to their families. 

 

Patrick Ievers 
Colonel Patrick Robert Ievers died in York on May 31

st
 2015 aged 74.  His widow, Suzie, reports that he had been very ill and struggled  bravely 

without complaint. 

Patrick was born in Singapore on July 12
th

 1940.  He never knew his father who was captured by the Japanese and died on the notorious 

Burma railway.  Patrick and his mother and sister eventually made their way back to England.  

Patrick was commissioned into the Royal Engineers and read Mechanical Sciences at Trinity College Cambridge.  He served in Germany and 

then became an instructor at Sandhurst and finally at Bovington.  He trained as an underwater diver and was a keen skier and won the 

coveted Princess Marina Cup for downhill skiing.  He commanded 1000 men in the Falkland Islands only a few months after the war, where his 

job was to repair the badly damaged infrastructure. He loved Dorset and chose to retire here when he left the Army after working with the 

MOD in London and the Military Research Establishment in Christchurch, where he was responsible for new Army bridges. 

Patrick had three children from his first marriage; Eyre, Caspian and Ferelith.  He met and married his second wife, Suzie, in 1991 and became 

a loving stepfather to Georgina and Julian.  

Suzie and Patrick moved to Drove Close where they enjoyed happy years before Patrick became ill and they moved to York.  It was always a 

pleasure to meet Patrick out walking his beloved spaniel, Jazzy, because he was the most courteous and charming of men. 

Suzie is returning to Stourton Caundle to inter Patrick’s ashes and to celebrate his life at a short service in the Church on Friday 21
st

 Aug at 

5.30,  and welcomes his many friends to attend and afterwards to repair to The Trooper.                                                                             S.K. 

 

Enid Knott 
We would like to offer our condolences to the family of Edith Knott who died on June 10th 2015. 

Enid was born into the Stainer family and with her siblings, Bessie and William, grew up in this village.  After attending the village school she 

went into service at Nash Court, and then worked for Dikes as a van driver. 

In 1944, Enid married Cyril Knott and they shared sixty years of married life at Rockhill Farm until Cyril’s death in 2004.  They worked together 

on this dairy farm, sharing the ups and downs of farming life and particularly enjoyed Monday visits to Sturminster market where farmers 

traditionally caught up with the local news. Enid was an active member of the Welcome Club and participated in the life of the parish church, 

where she was baptized and married.  She will be buried in the churchyard with her husband.  

Enid and Cyril had three sons, Peter, Tom and Clive, and the family grew to ten grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.  Enid was greatly 

valued for her humour and gift of friendship but above all for her love of her family.                                                                                            S.K. 

Bob Graham 

Master Horseman 
Bob and Olive Graham came to Stourton Caundle with their sons Robert and Christopher forty-one years ago.  Bob had been brought up in 

rural Cumberland and was a gifted rider.  He started work as an apprentice, printing textiles by hand with wooden blocks, but at 18 he enlisted 

in the Royal Corps of Transport Mounted Section.  He went to the Army Equitation Centre at Melton Mowbray to qualify as an Equitation 

Instructor; he went on to train young soldiers to ride and handle horses, and he took part in Army display teams, performing at the Royal 

Tournament at Earls Court and thrilling the audience with feats such as jumping through burning hoops.  With his little mare Heather he 

competed in many show jumping competitions, and he won the Inter-Services competition four times. 

In 1957 Bob married Olive, a ‘Meltonian’.  She accompanied him on a three-year posting to Hong Kong, where he was based near the Chinese 

border and worked with the last mule company in the British Army.  He trained polo ponies and played polo in Hong Kong and Singapore 

(those were the days!).  Earlier he spent a 6-month unaccompanied tour in the British Cameroons. 

After leaving the Army Bob spent three years at Knebworth where the owner was developing tourism and starting up a riding centre.  The 

family then moved to Dorset where Bob worked at the Horseman’s Centre, first in Sherborne and later as manager when the business moved 

to Milborne Port.  He became well known as an expert in horses and their management.  After he retired he did saddlery repairs in his 

workshop at the rear of his home.  Horse owners from far and wide brought their tack to be mended, and, if they needed Bob’s advice, brought 

their horses along too; in turn he would regale them with fascinating tales of his Army life, and if they had their children with them, he would 

show them his beloved ferrets. 

Bob died aged 80 at the end of May.  His funeral at Yeovil Crematorium, which was packed with friends from the village and the horse world, 

was conducted by Mrs Judy Waite, who paid tribute to Bob’s life and achievements.  The service opened with his regimental march, and closed 

appropriately with the exhilarating beat of the BBC show jumping theme tune. 

Bob is survived by Olive, their sons Robert and Christopher, and their three 

grandchildren.     

                                     Andrew Oliver 

 

 





The Big Little Painting Competition! 

Paint A Postcard and win a big Prize! 
This is a holiday painting competition based on the very successful BBC Little Painting 

Challenge.  The rules are very simple.  Take a blank postcard and any paints, crayons, colours, 

pencils that you have at home and paint or draw a little picture of your choice.  This edition of 

the Caundler has such a postcard on the front cover.  On the other side put your name, age 

and address and telephone number and drop the finished work into High Sturt – the bungalow 

on your right as you leave the village for Bishop’s Caundle, by FRIDAY SEPT 11
th

. 

The competition will be judged on Sat Sept 12th by well-known, professional local artist, 

Rachel Sargent.   She doesn’t live in the village – a good thing if you are judging such a hot 

contest!  The winners will be contacted by Monday Sept 14
th

 and the results will be published 

in the next edition of the Caundler.  

The three categories and prizes are; 

Ages  13- 16 years         £20 

Ages  9 -12 years           £15 

Ages 4-8 years               £10 

Runners-up in each category will receive a prize of painting materials.  The prizes have been 

kindly donated by artists and painters in the village. 

Postcards will all be returned.  

SO GET PAINTING! 
But remember your artwork must be POSTCARD SIZED 


