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Please present all contributions for the next  issue to the editors by 

 Wednesday 16th of Spt 2020 
Please use “Word” documents when sending contributions  

by e-mail if possible.  thecaundler@stourtoncaundle.org.uk 

We would also love to hear from young contributors.  

Musings from DT10 
 
Welcome to the Sports Club edition of the Caundler. As you might imagine the club has not been 
too active these past few months, but rest assured though that as soon as it is safe to do so, we will 
be back in action, and just to remind you of when we operate. 
              MONDAYS from 7.30pm- Short mat bowls & snooker/billiards 
              TUESDAYS from 7.30pm- Badminton & table tennis 
              THURSDAYS from 2.00pm- Short mat bowls 
  
The last time I wrote some musings it was from a certain SW19 postcode and part way through a 
very prominent tennis tournament. As I write this, we are part way through what should be the 
same tournament, and very strange to see film of old matches being broadcast. You’ll be reading 
about sport being played without audiences later in the magazine, but it was quite refreshing to see 
Andy Murray picking up his own tennis balls and fetching his own towel at the “Battle of the Brits” 
tournament a couple of weeks ago. Welcome back to the real tennis world, Andy! 
 
When things get back to a sort of normal, we will all need to keep active for mind and body, 
although judging by the amount of cycling I see going on, perhaps lockdown has been good for us, 
certainly from a physical point of view. More about that later too. Remember the old adage, ‘Use it 
or lose it’! So look forward to seeing you all, old members and new, when we reopen, hopefully in 
September. 
 
Pete Smith  Chairman 

Ride and Stride to Help Maintain  
               Dorset’s Historic Churches  

                    Saturday 12th September 

    If you’ve got a bike – or a pair of walking boots – this is for you.  Participants get sponsorship and call in at as 
many Dorset churches as they can manage in a day.  Half the money raised goes to our own St Peters much 
needed Church Fabric Fund, the other half to Dorset Historic Churches Trust which gives grants to help repair 
churches.  Let me know if you’re interested  phone 

                        01963 362109 or email andrew@oliver.net. 



ORIGINS OF THE STOURTON CAUNDLE SPORTS CLUB 
 

When was the Sports Club born?  Certainly there was an active Football Club in 1969/70 (see that years’ photo 
attached of the victorious team, which included Phil and Pete Knott, and Des Austin amongst others), operating 

from the then Village Hall. At that time there was also a Young Men’s Club, whose 
building adjoined the Hall and accommodated a full sized snooker table and table 
tennis tables.  The village was quite competitive in those days, entering League 
matches in both sports. 
  
Then disaster struck, in January 1971, when a fire completely gutted both 
structures.  An excellent article by Phil Knott in the July/August 2012 edition of 
the Stourton Caundler describes the valiant efforts of many villagers to raise funds 
and keep the sports going over the next three years.  Suffice it here to say that 

arising like a Phoenix from the Football Club, the Young Men’s Club and the flames of the old Village Hall, the 
village proudly had a new Hall and technically, I think 1974 is when the Sports Club in its present format 
materialised. Both still survive, though both need strong support now that our activities are beginning to restart.  
The Hall will soon need a new roof, and the Club would welcome some new, younger, blood. 
                   
In 1974, forty six members joined at a cost of £1 per annum.  
Badminton and billiards were the only sports on offer then.  
Membership dropped to 30 when the annual fee was seriously 
increased in 1975  to £1.50.  A similar drop, from 36 members 
to 26, occurred in 1988 when the fee shot up to £5!  When 
you think that these days we offer billiards, snooker, table 
tennis, badminton and short mat bowls, we think that the 
current year’s fee of only £10 is good value.  Though we do 
not compete in Leagues, certainly there is a friendly 
competitiveness amongst us some members are known to 
smile more when they are winning!  The motto      ‘ For when the one great scorer comes, to write against your 
name. He writes –not that you won or lost-but how you played the game’. See caption reflecting how we approach 
our games. 
         
 It is always fun, a lot of chat goes on and we kid ourselves that the sporting activity keeps us fit.  Come and join 
us.  We expect to be restarting all activities in September. 

Alan Woodward   

 
24th of September  

10:30  to 12:00 
At 

Triangle Cottage, Stourton Caundle 
Coffee - Cake - Company   

 
Social Distancing All welcome  

All proceeds to 
Macmillan Cancer Support 

 

For more details, cake and cash donations  

Ring Jane 07845 9991775 

  



 

Wild Life in your garden – The Butterfly  
 
 As you may be aware, I am concerned about the decline of the Hedgehog and I have been promoting 
this awareness by writing in this magazine.   
My thanks to The Stourton Caundler. 
   
I have respect for the countryside, as many of us do. There are so many fascinating animals and insects to be 
found if you know where to look, all for free. 
You might even find moths, grasshoppers, beetles, bugs, bees, spiders and butterflies. 
 
People often forget that butterflies have a whole life cycle that comes in four stages: egg, caterpillar, pupa, and 
the final stage as a butterfly. 
Nettles are actually one of the best sources of caterpillar food. Red admiral, peacock, comma and small 
tortoiseshell butterflies all lay their eggs on nettles, especially those in sunny, sheltered locations, so that their 
caterpillars have a readily available food source to wake up to once they’ve hatched. 
 
Even the most unassuming plants can be food for hungry caterpillars. Wild grasses are another popular choice, 
for the Speckled Wood, Small Skipper, Ringlet, Essex Skipper and Large Skipper. This will give you the perfect 
excuse to let your garden overgrow so that any resident caterpillars will have an abundant food supply. 
                 
Next year consider growing plants that butterflies and moths rely on for their food. Sow a wildflower and 
grass seed mixture on bare ground or allow grasses already there to grow and add wildflower plants. Try to 
buy genuine UK wildflower seed. Grass can be cut at the end of each summer. Leave a few patches of long 
grass where caterpillars can pass the winter. 

 Jo Williams 

 

   FACE MASKS - MADE TO ORDER 
(Please Note – these DO NOT replace Surgical Face Masks)      

 

 

For Details 

Please Contact Stephanie (M) 07879557526  

A Choice of Prints including Liberty 
Print 

Made in Natural Fibre Fabrics such 
as 100% Cotton 

Beautifully Made Bespoke Service 
Includes a Filter Pocket 

Machine Washable 



Garden tips for August and September 
 

1) Pyracanthus produce a lot of side shoots.  Now is the time to prune them to keep the plant in shape and 
to expose the ripening berries. 

2) Rambler roses; you can remove a third of the old stems and tie in new growth where it is long enough. In 
September, you can remove the odd, old stem of climbers, then prune back flowering stems to frame.  

3) Wisterias – unless you want to train in other directions, prune back all those wispy shoots to the frame.  
4) Lavenders; you can either prune them immediately the flowers are over, keeping the plant compact, or 

wait til March-ish, til you see new growth, and then prune back. 
5) September is when biennials are planted out ie. Foxgloves. Forget-me-nots, Sweet Rocket etc. 
6) Bulb planting starts in August.  Don’t forget Aliums – honestly, they are so worth having.  The choice is 

now fantastic and they are not fussy regarding soil or situation.  
7) Evergreen hedges need attention by the end of September, so they have a chance to recover before frosts. 

NB Birds can still be nesting in August! 
8) Don’t forget to take cuttings.  August and September are good months for many plants. 
9) Have you got Michaelmas daisies/Asters (or whatever they’ve changed their name to!) in your garden? If 

not, go out and buy one/some.  You won’t regret it. These are the reasons why ; late flowering, attractive 
to bees, butterflies and more, and there is one to suit most sites and soils.  Little Harlow is one of my 
favourites but there are masses to choose from, and every spring you can split them. 

 
Herbs – a bit of clarity! 
Thymes – cut back after flowering 
Marjoram/Oregano  flower much later, but can also be cut back when over. 
Sage – cut back flowering varieties when over.  Culinary varieties can be left, or trimmed to keep shape in 

July. 
Rosemary – trim when flowering is over. 
Parsley- if a young plant, trim back thick woody stems, leave the rest and feed/water to encourage new 

growth.  I leave old plants to self seed then pot up seedlings, or buy new plants from nursery or super-
market.  Split the plant if you can. 

Mint – I tend to cut one half of mine right down when it starts to look over, but leave the other half, as I hate 
not having any at hand. Feed and keep watered as with Parsley. 

Chives- when flowered cut right down and water until new growth appears. 
Lovage – I like to leave, but you can cut right down and leave to come again. 
Sorrel – ditto. 
With thyme, sage, oregano, after trimming, once new growth appears – you can take cuttings.  
PS I’m loving all the extra time I’ve had in my wee plot.  It’s been a wonderful distraction and I hope you have 

found the same. 
I recently drove along the A30 between Sherborne and Yeovil where it’s a mass of wild flowers despite verge 

cutting and litter. 
Also please note the patch of ground round the Exchange, Sturminster, one way system.  There are young 

trees in containers between a mass of wild flowers. 
PPS When visiting my family ‘bubble’ in Birmingham, we walked in Woodgate Valley, considered one of the 

rougher parts of the city. It is surrounded by housing estates and a motorway, and you wouldn’t necessar-
ily want to walk there alone, but oh, what a joy it was. The birdsong was wonderful:  Chiffchaff, Song 
Thrush, Wren, Robin, Goldfinch, Greenfinch, Longtail Tits and more. The wild flower meadows were full 
of orchids, Yellow Rattle and many others - an endless list, and all for everyone to enjoy.  Wonderful!          
Your Garden Guru 

VILLAGE HALL ‘100’ CLUB 

JULY DRAW WINNERS 
 Drawn at the Trooper on 15th July 2020: 
         
 First Prize:                £25.00      No.182    Mark Fenwick 
          Second Prize:       £20.00      No.280    Andrew Reed 
         Third Prize:                £15.00      No.238    Jane Westbrook 
 
 It’s lovely to be back in the Trooper  -  thank you John and Debbie for letting us have  the Draw there. 
 The next Draw will be on 12th August at the Trooper at about 6.15pm.  This will include  a Summer 
Bonus Draw as well as the normal monthly Draw. 
         Anna Oliver 



 
 

Covid-19 – The compulsory wearing of  
face covering in shops 

 
The introduction of the requirement for people to wear face covering in shops 

is intended to help prevent the spread of the Covid-19 virus. 
There are certain groups of people who are exempt from this requirement and 
they include: 

 children under the age of 11, 

 people with disabilities  

 those with breathing difficulties or 
those who are travelling with someone who relies on lip reading. 
 
These groups of people, their parents or guardians are able to indicate the reason, if required, as to why 
they are not wearing a face covering. 
General practice is under considerable pressure. As a direct result of the current challenges they are faced 
with delivering a service to patients at the same time as coping with the consequences of this virus.  
There is no requirement for general practice to issue letters for patients who are unable to wear face 
coverings, as the Government have clearly defined the exemptions to this requirement. 
General practice needs to focus all its time and effort managing those who need their help and not be 
diverted from this by unnecessary tasks. 
Many thanks for your help and support in this matter. 
 
The Grove Medical Centre 

Care for Carers  
 

       
Carer Support Dorset’s ‘Here to Talk’ service helps unpaid carers in Dorset reduce their feelings of loneliness, isolation 
and anxiety during this time so that they can keep well and carry on caring for their loved-ones. 
 
We know some carers have not only struggled under lockdown measures, but in the aftermath of lockdown, when non
-carers return to ‘normality’ whilst carers stay in a similarly isolated situation caring for their loved-ones. 
  
We are recruiting volunteers who can support 1–2 carers each over the course of 12 weeks. Anyone interested in 
volunteering for the Here to Talk service and information can be found at https://www.carersupportdorset.co.uk/
volunteer/ 
 
Emma Kirkup 
Communications Officer 
Direct Line: 01380 908058 ext 378 
emmak@carersupportdorset.co.uk 

Carer Support Dorset is an independent charity that provides free and confidential support to unpaid carers of all ages across Dorset. 

0800 368 8349        
www.carersupportdorset.co.uk  



 

Church News 
 

We are continuing to open the church on Wednesdays and Sundays and are now holding services 
on the second Sunday and fourth Sunday of each month; a small change to note is that the services 
will start at 10.00am.           
During services we are maintaining social distancing, and this will of course, continue to be 
reviewed as we continue the slow process of coming out of the lock down.  As the Bishop of 
Salisbury said, jumping out of a tree is easy, climbing back up the tree is much more difficult. 

  

Please do contact me if you need help or have a problem  01963 362692 

 
Vinny Taylor 

SPORTS QUIZ 
 

1. Who scored England’s only try in the 2003 Rugby World Cup win. 

2. What happened at Wimbledon in 2001 that will never be repeated. 

3. Who scored England’s second goal in the 1966 Football World Cup final. 

4. Who did Andy Murray beat to win the Olmpic gold medal in 2012. 

5. Which football team plays at the Bank’s Bescot Stadium. 

6. Who was the bowler who conceded 6 sixes to Gary Sobers in 1968. 

7. In which town does Durham County Cricket Club play. 

8. Which Formula 1 driver was killed at the 1994 San Morino GP, the same 
week-end that Ayrton Senna died. 

9. In which English city was Mary Rand born (Olympic Gold Medallist, long jump 
1964 Tokyo) 

10. Who was the first black player to win Wimbledon. 

 

                   ———————————()()()———————————- 
 

 
1 Jason Robinson. 2 A Monday final. 3 Martin Peters. 4 Roger Federer.  5 Walsall FC. 
6 Malcolm Nash. 7  Chester Le Street. 8 Roland Ratzenberger. 9 Wells. 10 Althea Gibson. 

Welcome Club News by Margaret McKay 
 

 
I do so hope you are all keeping well during these difficult times. 
At this moment the meeting for 16th September and the trip arranged for 
 3rd September are both cancelled. 
             
Hopefully the cancelled trips will be rearranged for next year. 
I am hoping that the October meeting on 21st,  will go ahead, but if social distancing is still in place, 
this may be difficult. 
             
Let’s hope the current situation does not continue for too much longer. 
Please keep safe. 
 



 

 
Getting on Your Bike 

 
Stourton Caundle has had a cycling group for several years but, during lockdown, we have spotted a new breed on 
our roads. Old bikes that have been gathering dust and cobwebs have been dragged out, tyres pumped up and 
some of us have wobbled off along the lanes. Short rides to begin with, round the wheel or to Bishops Caundle but 
with confidence growing and the main roads being quiet we have been going further afield and enjoying all the 
wonderful countryside that surrounds us.  
                  
We regularly do a route passing Jubilee Oak and taking the back roads to Alweston, past the golf club in Folke, 
carry on past Bishops Down, where it's a nice flat road, on to Boys Hill with its lovely views and back through 
Holwell and Bishops Caundle, about 15 miles. We sometimes see Dee and Toni going the same way and Jane and 
Lawrie peddling away up the steep hill along Rue Lane. For those of you up early you will have seen 
David from  Dairy House and our evergreen paper boy wizzing round the village along with some mums with 
children getting a few miles, in before home schooling begins, of course. There are stories of larger groups heading 
off in the direction of Purse Caundle and returning a few hours later; you know who you are.   
 
We were surprised how quickly we become rider fit; after the early short rides we had aches and pains but they 
went very soon and we found we could take on longer journeys to places we had only driven to. We would find 
ourselves going up hills that once looked like mountains (some still do!) and feeling much better for it. Now with 
The Trooper and White Hart open we can look forward to rewarding ourselves with a beer in the garden, even 
more reason for giving it a go. So pin on your cycling proficiency badge, find your old bicycle clips and most 
important, PUT ON YOUR HELMET as we would hate anyone reading this to get hurt;  falls can happen now and 
again, can't they Sue?   
 
KEEEEEEEP Pedalling 
 
Jason and Laura Kenny 
 
Aka Neil and Kate Duke 
 
 



NATURALLY THINKING  
By Margaret Waddingham 

 
Birds can be hugely entertaining. My peanut holder, hanging on one of the posts of the  arbour, is visited regularly by 
the greater spotted woodpecker, parents and their two off-spring. Unfortunately, it is also the favoured drop-in cen-
tre for a very large family (maybe even two or three families) of noisy starlings. Because there are so many of these, 
they sometimes try to get on to the holder at the same time during which a fight ensues  resulting that the top be-
comes loose and the main part, including peanuts, falls onto the   ground. If a woodpecker gets to the feeder when 
the starlings are around, they line up on top of the arbour and scream abuse at it but it doesn’t take much notice, 
just gives them a dirty look now and then. One day the woodpecker left for a short while but when it came back the 
holder was on the ground. It tried feeding there for a moment or two, but, preferring to take its meals in the proper 
way, i.e. well away from the ground, it climbed the post, got to its usual spot, pecked at nothing and looked around 
in surprise. From then on I could almost see think bubbles come out of its head. It pecked at nothing, looked round, 
pecked at the top which was still hanging from its hook, looked all round again. ’Where’s it gone? I know it was here 
earlier. Am I in the wrong place? Is it here? (Looking to the right) Is it there? (Looking to the left) that’s surely not it 
down there? I’ll go and sit in a tree and think about it.’ So it had a little ponder in the neighbouring ash, then gave up 
and flew off somewhere else to find a meal in a decent place.  
 
Like Billy in the last issue, my pond has been dug, developed and inhabited during the lock down and watching what 
comes and goes to my bubbling rock that keeps the water on the move is fascinating. Sparrows, chaffinches, gold-
finches especially love to balance on its rounded, slippery surface and drink from it, and, like children playing in a 
hose on a hot day, they line up to rush through the gently bubbling jet to have a quick shower. I’m so pleased with 
my Covid pond which has already attracted not only frogs (with thanks to Ray), damselflies and no end of little 
squirmy things, but at least one baby newt.  
             
 At the end of June, Genevieve and I were ambling along Holt Lane when I spotted two single stems of corn cockle. 
At first I thought I had been mistaken but, although it was at the back of the verge and at first glance thought it was 
a bit of mallow, the more I looked at it, the more distant memories of childhood said, ‘corn cockle.’ I checked when 
I got home and it certainly fitted the description It was a deep pinky purple, shading to white in the centre, and I 
wished I could have got nearer to see more detail of both flower and leaf. However, it was quite unlike any other 
flower around and I’m 99% certain what was it. It’s an interesting 
flower, originating right back to the Iron Age so it is said, but now only occasionally found on the margins of hay 
meadows, roadsides, railway lines and open ground. It began to decrease rapidly in 1952 after being seen as a pest 
by farmers for hundreds of years because it is toxic to cattle. It finally died out as result of seed cleaning and herbi-
cides. It is now almost extinct and is on the Vascular Red Plant Waiting List, which is a list of endangered, threat-
ened and near threatened plants. (Found that on Google - I’m really not that clever). So how, if it is indeed a corn 
cockle, did one little plant end up in Holt Lane? No idea. Perhaps the seed remains in the soil for years or maybe it 
has always been there, quietly lurking away among the grasses. Anyway, thank goodness that part of the verge es-
caped the ravages of the mower a few weeks ago. When I went to look for it again in mid-July it had disappeared. It 
had either gone to seed or I was just having a rather nice dream. 
                   
I am similarly delighted with another beautiful flower by the little bridge near the bottom of Rowden Mill Lane. 
There are two of them growing adjacent to   each other, and now so tall that they are at the toppling over stage. 
This is chicory. It has quite large, bright blue daisy-like flowers, and belongs to the dandelion family. My book says it 
is quite common in Southern England but it’s quite hard to miss and I haven’t often seen it. It’s in full bloom now if 
you want to have a look, though it seems to pause every now and then before it bursts out again. During the war its 
roots were often used as a coffee substitute. I wouldn’t try it if I were you unless you want to be put off coffee.  
                   
Whilst on the subject of lanes, I’m fascinated by the way we are told we can date our   hedges. Rule of thumb says 
multiply the number of species in a 30 yard stretch by 100 plus 30. Who am I to be so sceptical about this? It does 
make some of the hedges round here an amazing age but what about those mixed hedges that have been planted 
fairly recently? 
 
However, a mixed hedge which contains field maple, hawthorn, spindle, bramble, holly, guilder rose and beech with 
bluebells and primroses growing in amongst it all, could well be ancient.  
Leave it to you to work it out.     



SPRING’S ENDING by Margaret Waddingham 

 

Yesterday he killed the spring, 

the man who brought his big machine 

with cutters low enough to purge 

the impudence of flowersome verge.  

Its cold iron fingers left behind 

a lowly, cowering dandelion, 

whilst quivering in the after-shock 

pale daisies lay and lady’s smock, 

red campion, white Queen Anne’s lace 

and buttercups.  All marked the place 

where spring was felled 

in one broad sweep 

and grass and flowers lay heap on heap.   

 

Yet slaughter wasn’t his intent;  

he merely cut where he was sent. 

It was a kindly thing to do 

for motorists like me and you.   

 
Corny Jokes and Puzzles on Indoor Sports 

 
1        What did the shuttlecock say when he got hit? 

       Who’s making all the racket! 
2 What is the maximum score you can achieve in ten pin bowling? 

 
3        I hinted to my friend that if he wanted to improve his billiards game, he should get better 
equipped.  

       Sadly he took my cue! 
 

4 What is the point value of the pink ball in snooker?  
 

5        My dog Minton ate two shuttlecocks.  
      Bad Minton! Bad Minton! 
 

6 Which Snooker player is named the Rocket? 
 

7        Why should you never marry a badminton player 
      Because love means nothing to them! 
 

8 How many balls are on a snooker table at the start of the frame, including the white? 
 

9        Huge crash on the motorway. A lorry full of snooker equipment toppled over. 
     There were cues for miles! 
 

10 Who will take the second shot in a snooker game? 
      Find out after the break!  
 

        Anonymous (well, would you admit to this sense of humour!) 
 

                     Answers: 2=300, 4=6, 6=Ronny O’Sullivan, 8=22 

 



 
Bowling During Coronavirus 

 
We have been permitted to play bowls at Sherborne Bowls Club, outside bowling under new 
Covid 19 rules, since 21st May. 
We only play on half the rinks and for 70 minutes sessions with 20 minutes between sessions to 
allow for removal of bowls and the sanitisation of mats and jacks. 
This system has proved very popular with many members happy to meet some of their friends, 
always nice to speak to someone different. Not all members have selected to play for various 
reasons, mainly due to vulnerability of age or underlying health problems. Colin and I have managed 
to play a few times especially when the weather has been kinder and have enjoyed the relaxed 
atmosphere with no pressure of leagues or matches. I have to say, Colin usually wins 
The club has however started some friendly in-house competitions which are proving quite exciting 
with a few surprises. 
We are always looking for new members if you fancy having a go, it’s a nice friendly club. 

      Margaret McKay  

Yes Please, I would Love It! 
 

 4 x Good Quality Solid Wooden Dining Chairs. 
      High Back with Natural ‘Cord’ Seat 
      Paintwork Chalk White 
      Style - ‘Van Gogh’ Style Chair 

      please contact Stephanie (M) 07879557526  

 2 x Solid Wooden Dining Chairs High Back 
      Colour - Natural Wood 
      Require a little TLC - ideal small renovation           
      project and perfect for the dining room or  
      elsewhere in the home. 
               please contact Stephanie as above 
 
Size 12  navy blue narrow legged trousers. 
Size 41 poker dot flat slip-on shoes.  
               Rachel 363886 



and here comes the New ”  


