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Spring at Last 

It has been a long wet winter but,  hopefully, it is now over.  The early spring flowers are out in 

abundance, as are the tractors and some cattle in the fields, while the sound of  mowers can be heard. 

Another full magazine follows.  Mary Rutterford’s lovely wood engraving on the front cover provides an 

unusual view of a local feature while David Jeanes comments on a farmer’s life. The various village 

clubs provide their usual reports as well as information on a number of events planned for the next few 

months.  Phil Knott reminds us of past dangers and excitements in the village and the council announce 

further road works.  Enjoy!                 

    Tim Villiers 

Parish Council 

Parish councillors agreed to recommend for approval the  amendments to a garage/storage building at 

The Beeches in Rowden Mill Lane (application reference 2/2014/0189). 

Dog fouling has become a problem in the village and strategies for dealing with this were discussed and 

are being investigated. 

The £275 cost of the repair to the wall in the cemetery will be shared between the Parish Council and 

the P.C.C. 

Detailed reports have been sent to Dorset Highways about the road problems following the flooding, 

particularly the poor quality of the re-surfacing last summer. Re-surfacing is to take place again during 

May this year.                   

  Sue Harris, Clerk 

Weather report for February 

Rainfall       2014          2013    19-year average 

  174 mm / 6.85 in            -    74.8 mm / 2.95 in 

 Temperature (°C)      Maximum      Minimum           Average 

     High         Low     High           Low 

2014   11.9 (24
th

)    6.6 (28
th

)        8.3 (23
rd

)   0.2 (16
th

)           6.4 

2013*  12.0 (10
th

)    2.2 (22
nd

)     3.0 (15
th

)   -2.7 (19
th

)           3.6 

*Partial data from 17 days 

This remarkable winter (December-February) is now over and it has been the wettest by far with a 

grand total of 698 mm (27.5 in) of rain, i.e. more than 2.6 times the seasonal average. February 

continued to be mild with no sub-zero temperatures and the lowest maximum daily temperature 

remains that of Christmas Day at a balmy 5.9 °C.                     

 Richard Miles 

Jumble SaleJumble Sale  
Village Hall 

Sat 12 April 10 am 
 

If you have any items of jumble please call Colin or Margaret 364621 
 

Donations of cakes will be gratefully received 



Village Hall ‘100’ Club Monthly Draw 

The draw took place on 12 March 2014 at The Trooper.  The winners were: 

 

First Prize:   £25.00  No.106  Vinny Taylor 

Second Prize:  £20.00  No.120  Shaun Smart 

Third Prize:   £15.00  No.164  Paul Lane 

Fourth Prize:  £10.00  No.215  Sue Skeats 

 

As we are nearing the end of another six-month period, Delia, Fleur and I will be coming round to 

collect your subscriptions for the next six months, unless you have already paid for the full year to 

October.   

 

Numbers cost £6 each for 12 months (or £3 for six months).  Please contact me or one of the 

collectors if you’d like to join, or would like more numbers. 

 

The next monthly draw will be on Wednesday, 16 April at about 9 pm at The Trooper 

Anna Oliver 

                                                                                 

Windy Washing 

Billowing sheets and duvet cases,  

snow white towels and flimsy laces,  

bosomy blouses puffed with pride,  

airborne tea towels hung out wide,  

handkerchiefs and table cloths,  

and two by two, my husband’s socks,  

shirts that link pyjama legs,  

tugging on their coloured pegs  

and pillow covers like balloons, 

all dance to airy, breeze borne tunes.  

 

Theres seldom is a sight so fine,  

as washing blowing on a line.  

Margaret Waddingham 

   Garden Tip 

Weatherwise, one can never be certain what April will produce, so be 

prepared for late frosts, protect tender seedlings and plants with fleece.  

Conversely, protect seedlings still in the greenhouse against scorch.   
 



Naturally Thinking 

Although some starlings are always with us, huge numbers arrive here from north-eastern European 

countries to spend their winter in our relatively mild climate.  As spring arrives, they prepare to fly 

back again.  This would account for one large murmuration which seemed to take a fancy to our 

village lately.  

 Sometimes they settled in a large copper beech on the other side of the road.  I was in the front 

garden one day when they came in to land there, a group at a time, gathering in such large numbers 

that the watery sound of them carried for a fair distance.  More and more of them joined in the 

racket, then fell suddenly silent.  A moment later, they took off in small groups, always in the same 

direction, until there were just a few murmuring away all round the upper branches of the tree.  

Finally, these too began to make a much louder din, and then fell silent and then flew off – in the 

opposite direction.  One of the larger groups must have been watching, because within seconds, 

they all came back, with a whoosh of wings, and followed.   I wish I knew what was going on.   What 

makes them suddenly make such a din and then fall silent before murmuring again, as though 

holding some sort of council meeting, and then take off in small groups?   Why did nearly all of them 

go off in one direction but the last ones go off in another?  Why did the first ones then catch them 

up so that they were all together again?  Was the leader of the pack in the first or second group?   

One cold afternoon in late February I watched a small, furry caterpillar, black and brown in colour, 

crawling lazily down the post of the porch.  It seemed rather early for it to venture out, though there 

are quite a few hardy souls around at that time of the year.  This one plodded down the length of 

the post in its own time, deviating now and then to the right or left, then continuing on in more a 

less or straight line until it reached the ground.  It seemed to know exactly where it was going.  Not 

having seen this sort at this time of the year before, I searched through all my moth and butterfly 

books but couldn’t recognise it.  

Finally, March came in with a smile and how different everything looked.   The jet stream turned at 

last and headed away from us to follow its normal track, the sun shone and drying breezes blew.  

The winter floods began to recede, though alas, too late for a lot of the land to recover this year.  

There’s only so much that plants, even grass, can take, before they turn up their toes.  Even the 

humble earthworm has been defeated in the flooded areas so they are not there to help in aerating 

the soil.  

At the end of the first week of March, butterflies arrived in the garden – all on the same day, a 

Brimstone (gaudy and bright yellow), a Small Tortoiseshell who seemed to be struggling to get on its 

feet (or perhaps its wings) and then a Large White.  The first two seemed to be around at the right 

time, but the Large White, according to my butterfly bible, is about a month early.   

With the sun came the flowers.  Primroses, already fully out, were joined by pussy willow, daffodils 

dancing around in all the gardens and verges, violets – even the first brave stems of cow parsley 

were flowering in Caundle Lane by the second week of the month.  Down by the river at Stur, two 

pussy willows were already past their soft silver stage and were instead golden, and the long tails of 

lime-green hazel and the maroon alder catkins had already shaken most of their pollen on the 

breeze.    

There were days when bees came out, not only the large queen bumble bees, but the little honey 

bees too.  I picked a bunch of flowers and one eager little thing hung onto them until I got indoors, 

reluctant, no doubt, to relinquish her first taste of nectar after the long winter.    

I have a thing about watching washing blowing on the line on fine days, and on one of these,  when 

there was a cloudless blue sky and a brisk but warm breeze blowing, I was interrupted from my 

pegging out activities by the sound and sight of two birds rushing around on our neighbour’s shed 

roof, displaying whilst singing non-stop.  I watched them for several minutes, then dashed in to try 

and identify them.  They were dunnock size and brown but I know dunnocks and could rule them 

out.  I think they were possibly garden warblers which I’ve heard before from the depth of a laurel 

bush.  The shed is adjacent to this bush so I’m hoping that if I’m right, they will nest there.   

   Margaret Waddingham 



Agricultural Observations 

It’s been another tough winter for our farming neighbours. Along with 

keeping themselves dry it’s not the best weather to keep the animals healthy, 

so housing conditions must be kept the best they can, ventilated, clean and 

dry. The vet and drugs can help but are not cheap and are not always the 

cure. It’s also been a long winter for those that calve early, who usually plan 

to turn out to graze in February and this year found that they have to buy in 

foodstuffs for milking cows. Another real problem is slurry storage which 

even when cows are housed will be more than when we have some cold winter weeks. There is a system 

usually operated by contractors and practised on less wet ground known as ‘umbilical’. This is where a 

tractor operates a large pump at the storage facility and pumps up to 200 cubic metres of slurry an hour 

through a drag pipe about 1500 metres long to another tractor in a field, with just a spreading plate for 

ditribution. This causes less compaction and reduced tyre ruts. This is not allowed on NVZ areas (nitrate 

vulnerable zones) in the winter months. Despite the foregoing, I’m sure that all our local farmers feel 

more fortunate than those where flooding has devastated their business, because some of them will not 

get a crop off their fields at least until late summer; so where is next winter’s feed coming from?  

As we move on into spring and the problems brought about by the high winter rainfall are behind us, 

farmers are busy getting the fields prepared for grazing, for silage making and maize planting; they are 

also caring for the crops planted in the autumn. 

The continuing demand for green energy is making farmers consider the incentives to invest in solar 

panels, as can be seen when travelling on the A303, and in anaerobic digesters. An anaerobic digester is 

a collection of processes by which micro-organisms break down biodegradable material without oxygen; 

this generates methane gas that is burned to produce heat or electricity. Maize is the preferred crop for 

anaerobic digesters, and a premium will be paid for this which appears to be higher than stock farmers 

can economically justify.  The process can also use miscanthus which is grown solely because of the high 

tonnage of product per acre, but it has no other use, unlike maize. These crops and processes are using 

acres of land, which would formerly have produced conventional cereals or food. 

Just as important at this time is some form-filling for the European Support Fund, which has been 

modulated by 12%. This means that 12% of the funds have been transferred from direct payment to Agri

-environment projects (under which 70% of farmland is now managed).  These forms must be at the 

Rural Payments Agency by 15 May 2014 and require updating every year: there are penalties for any 

mistakes. To give an idea of what involved, there are 18 statutory management requirements (SMR) and 

20 Good Agricultural and Environmental Conditions (GAEC) to adhere to, which include the Soil 

Protection Revue (SPR). Farmers only look for a ‘level playing field’ business-wise so looking at the EU, 

the UK is fifth behind France, Germany, Spain and Italy in the amount of EU agricultural subsidy 

received.  

I hope that this gives an idea of the current changes and challenges that the keepers of our countryside 

face.              

 David Jeanes 

Open Gardens : 19 and 20 July 
 
 

The Garden Club are planning an ‘open gardens’ weekend in July when they hope that at least 20 

village gardens will be open to visitors.  They are seeking a range of gardens, be they large or 

small, full of flowers or majoring on edible produce. 

 

You don’t have to be a member of the Garden Club to participate and if you would like to open 

your garden or want to know more, please contact either Howard ffitch on 01963 250120 or 

Fleur Miles on 01963 364651.  



Welcome Club 

The club met on 19 March when the minutes for the February meeting were read and 

approved. 

 

Jumble Sale: 

Margaret gave details of the jumble sale to be held on Saturday, 12 April. Stalls will be 

set up on the preceding Friday evening. 

Margaret also said it would be appreciated if anyone could make cakes for the cake stall. Members were 

asked for a show of hands for help on the stalls. 

 

Trips: 

Names were taken of members interested in attending the first trip of the year to Morwellam Quay. 

 

The guest speaker at this meeting was Kay Townsend. Kay comes from a family background of travelling 

fairs and gave a very informative talk on the origins and history of dodgem cars, from their early days in 

America in 1890 to the present day. The talk was accompanied by a screening of very old photographs. 

 

The speaker at the April meeting on 16 April will be Sarah Challis and the subject is ‘Getting Published’. 

Non-members always welcome at meetings and on trips.  If you are interested in going on the trip to 

Morwellam Quay, please phone Paul or Delia 362707.     

 Margaret McKay  

Garden Club Report  
There was a larger than usual audience for the Garden Club meeting on Wednesday 12 

March, when Alan Power, the Garden and Estate manager of Stourhead, gave a talk 

about the famous house and its gardens in the context of the history of English 

landscape design.  Alan is a compelling and fascinating speaker, as those who have 

heard him on his annual slot on Radio 4 will know, and he informed and entertained in 

equal measure.  He happily admitted that, in the time available, he was able only to 

cover a small part of his deep knowledge of the subject, and it was apparent to all when 

he concluded that he could have spoken for several hours more!  The audience was left 

with an urge to explore the whole subject of landscape design in more detail and, 

perhaps more importantly, to take the first available opportunity to visit Stourhead again. 

The next meeting of the Club will be in the Village Hall on Wednesday 9 April at 7.30 pm when a 

representative of Castle Gardens in Sherborne will talk about “Spring colour & interest in the garden” and 

bring a selection of choice plants for sale.  Members, and potential new members, are invited to come 

along to the Hall at 7.15 pm, when tea and coffee will be served. 

The Garden Club will also be holding a plant sale on Sunday 18 May between 11.00am and 4.00pm in the 

garden of The Old Vicarage.  A range of home-grown plants, as well as gardening tools, books and sundries 

will be available for sale, and tea, coffee and cakes will be served.  Full details are contained in the 

announcement on page 20 of this issue of THE STOURTON CAUNDLER.    

        Broken Nails 

Homewatch. Recently, a village resident received an aggressive telephone call from a rough-

voiced man purporting to be following up a request for work at the house and claiming to know 

the address.  This was a scam.  Be alert and report such calls to the police. 

 

Arrivals.  We belatedly welcome to the village:   

Simon and Gwen Lole with Caitlin, Laoise and Fionn,  at Cockhill Farm House. 



Major Fires in Stourton Caundle during the 20
th

 Century. 

A number of major fires occurred in the village during the course of the 20
th

 century.  

The earliest was a terrace of cottages, with the gable end facing the road, located on the lower side of 

Hannsfield, which was destroyed by fire in about 1920  

During April 1929 a raging fire started in the late evening severely damaging a pair of thatched cottages 

located opposite the Chapel, together with a semi-detached dwelling on the other side of the drawn-way. 

Frank Palmer recalled in his memoirs that ‘along with my brothers and sister, I jumped out of bed and 

hurriedly dressed after hearing the warning shouts of a man in the roadway outside our home at Bridge 

Cottage. My father's fear was that our thatched home would also go up in flames at any moment, as a 

result of the millions of flying sparks, especially after a beam crashed to the floor within the blazing 

buildings; shortly afterwards the fire brigade arrived from Sturminster Newton’ . Water to fight the fire was 

pumped through a series of hose-pipes from Court Barton pond by means of a steam engine. I was 

fascinated by it all and did not return home until it was nearly time for me to go hand-milking at Manor 

Farm at 6am. Following the fire, the cottages at Chapel Row were rebuilt and the cottage opposite was 

converted to a single- storey lean-to outhouse. As a result of this fire Mr Douch decided to replace the 

thatch on the farm buildings at Manor Farm and also on Bridge Cottages.  

Burgess, now known as Fourways, was destroyed by fire in April 1952. I can vividly remember as a young 

boy, watching the flames leaping out of the thatch roof, towards the sky. The house was owned and 

occupied by Mr and Mrs Argyles. Mrs Argyles ran a weekly rug making class for village children. Fire crews 

attended from Sturminster Newton, Sherborne, Shaftesbury and Blandford. Strong winds and poor water 

pressure, combined with a twenty-minute delay waiting for an electrician to arrive to disconnect the mains 

power supply to the house, meant that it was not possible to save the house from almost total destruction, 

with only the outside walls left standing.  

Corner Cottage was destroyed by fire in 1953. The 

property was occupied by Miss Dutton, who was 

the Headmistress at the village primary school. My 

father spotted the smoke rising from the thatched 

roof during afternoon milking at Manor Farm and, 

along with some other village residents, was able to 

gain access to the cottage and rescue some 

furniture and household items before the fire took 

hold. By the time the fire brigade arrived the house 

was well alight. Again, the fire crew was hampered 

by poor water pressure and could not save the 

property, with only the walls left standing.  

A newly built barn at Caundle Farm was destroyed 

by fire in December 1959. The cause of the fire was never established, although arson was suspected. There 

was a delay in raising the alarm with no one living on site at the time, as the farmhouse had yet to be 

constructed. The sound of the asbestos roof cracking and exploding with the intense heat could be heard by 

village residents. 

The Tithe Barn at Court Barton was destroyed by fire in 1963 as a result of children playing with matches, 

catching the straw stored in the barn alight. The fire spread rapidly and the children involved only narrowly 

escaped the blazing inferno.  

The village hut, a timber-framed galvanize-clad  former First World War army hut, and its entire contents, 

together with the adjoining sports club accommodation, including a snooker table, was destroyed by fire in 

the early hours of 18 January 1971. Mr Ron Tite witnessed the flames leaping from the hut while attending 

to his young son who had been disturbed by a barking dog. He roused the nearby residents while his wife 

Monica rang the emergency services. Fire appliances from Sturminster Newton were soon on the scene but 

could do nothing to save the building which was a mass of flames. 



Wagtails, built in 1974, in an apple orchard adjoining Golden Hill Cottage, was destroyed by fire in June 

1994. The fire was started by a decorator’s blow lamp setting fire to a bird’s nest located under the eaves. 

The fire spread rapidly, fanned by a strong wind. Only the outside walls were left standing and all the 

contents were destroyed. 

In 1996 Trooper Cottage was narrowly saved from 

serious fire damage by the prompt action of the 

members of the Sturminster Newton Fire Brigade, 

called to attend a chimney fire. By the time of their 

arrival the thatch surrounding the chimney stack was 

alight. The smouldering thatch was pulled from the 

area just in time to prevent the flames from spreading 

across the roof.                 

Phil Knott 

The Rector Writes 

Easter is the most joyful day of the year for Christians.  Christ has 

died for our sins.  We are forgiven.  Christ has risen!  We are 

redeemed!  We can look forward to an eternity in his joy!  

Hallelujah! 

The Good News of Jesus Christ is a message so simple that you can 

explain it to someone in a few minutes.  It is so profound that for 

the rest of their lives they will still be ‘growing’ in their Christian 

walk with God. 

Why does the date move around so much?  Because the date of 

Passover moves around, and according to the biblical account, 

Easter is tied to the Passover.  Passover celebrates the Israelites’ exodus from Egypt and it lasts for 

seven days, from the middle of the Hebrew month of Nisan, which equates to late March or early 

April. 

Sir Isaac Newton was one of the first to use the Hebrew lunar calendar to come up with firm dates for 

Good Friday: Friday 7 April 30 AD or Friday 3 April, 33 AD, with Easter Day falling two days later.  

Modern scholars continue to think these the most likely.   

Most people will tell you that Easter falls on the first Sunday after the first full moon after the spring 

equinox, which is broadly true.  But the precise calculations are complicated and involve something 

called an ‘ecclesiastical full moon’, which is not the same as the moon in the sky.  The earliest possible 

date for Easter in the West is 22 March, which last fell in 1818 and won’t fall again until 2285.  The 

latest is 25 April, which last happened in 1943 and is next due in 2038.   

Why the name, ‘Easter’?  In almost every European language, the festival’s name comes from 

‘Pesach’, the Hebrew word for Passover.  The Germanic word ‘Easter’, however, seems to come from 

Eostre, a Saxon fertility goddess mentioned by the Venerable Bede.  He thought that the  Saxons 

worshipped her in ‘Eostur month’, but may have confused her with the classical dawn goddesses like 

Eos and Aurora, whose names mean ‘shining in the east’.  So Easter might have meant simply 

‘beginning month’ – a good time for starting up again after a long winter. 

Finally, why Easter eggs?  On one hand, they are an ancient symbol of birth in most European 

cultures.  On the other hand, hens start laying regularly again each spring.  Since eggs were forbidden 

during Lent, it’s easy to see how decorating and eating them became a practical way to celebrate 

Easter.   

You will be most welcome to join in the worship from Palm Sunday through to Easter Day at St Peter’s 

Church as we walk with Jesus through the days of his passion to the wonderful joy of his resurrection. 

William Ridding  



Annual Parochial Church Meeting and Electoral Roll 

The  annual  parochial church meeting will be held on Thursday, 8 May.  While all those on the Parliamen-

tary Electoral Roll are entitled to vote in the election of church wardens, only those on the church electoral 

roll may vote in the election of members of the parochial church council,  the deanery and other synods.   

A new  electoral roll was compiled in 2013 and this will remain in force for six years, but is subject to an 

annual revision in March/April.  Those who applied for membership in 2013 will remain on the roll, unless 

they ask for their names to be removed.   Those who wish  to join the roll should contact Tim Villiers at The 

Old Vicarage (364384) or a churchwarden (names above) to obtain an application form, which must be re-

turned by 23 April 2014. 

News from All Saints CE VC Primary School 

All Saints’ Orchard 

Last week All Saints School planted their own orchard. This was due to the generosity of one of our 

parents, Mrs Bond, who has donated 11 miniature fruit trees to the school. She worked with the Eco 

Committee to decide where would be best to plant the apple, pear, cherry and plum trees within our 

school grounds. In between (and even during!) heavy rainfall all the children were involved with planting 

one of the trees which hopefully they will remember as their special tree. Huge thanks to Mrs Bond, Mrs 

Read, Mrs Chard and Mr Noyes who all helped with the planting. We can’t wait to harvest our first fruit!  

Sophie Read, Chair of Eco Committee 

All Saints Book Week 

One of our favourite events of the year is our very own book week held this year from 10 to 15 February.  

Every day there was a book quiz – the task was to guess the books from clues we were given in the 

morning. On 12 February we had a whole school book quiz compiled by Mrs Powell, Sapphires’ class 

teacher, when we competed in teams. On the Friday we dressed up as our favourite book character – 

everybody always looks forward to this special occasion. After this we had another exciting event – Books 

at Bedtime. It’s when staff and governors of All Saints read the children stories in the dark with only fairy 

lights and after that we all sit at tables to enjoy hot chocolate and biscuits together. 

Mary Willis and Imani Harvey, Librarians 

Swimming Gala 

On 7 March a swimming gala took place at Leweston School. It was a lively and exciting event where 

there was lots of enthusiasm in a thrilling atmosphere. As the whistle blew, the races began! Four schools 

competed – All Saints, Leweston, Sherborne Primary and Stalbridge Primary. 

Millie Holt – superstar swimmer! 

This is just a selection of exciting events at All Saints.   

Please see our website for more! http://www.bishopscaundle.dorset.sch.uk/site 

Dorset Highways – Temporary Road Restrictions 

The following roads will be subject to rolling road closures to allow surface dressing maintenance work  to 

be carried out: 

Stokes Lane 1 - 9 May;    

Drove Road, Stoney Lane 1 - 12 May; 

Cat Lane, High Street, Waterloo Lane  5 May - 15 May;   

Caundle Lane 7 May - 19 May. 



 

SPRING PLANT SALE 

 

SUNDAY 18 MAY 2014 
(please note the change of the previously announced date) 

11 AM – 4 PM 
 

VENUE:  THE OLD VICARAGE GARDEN 
(IN CASE OF RAIN, IN THE VILLAGE HALL) 

 

The Garden Club Committee extends a warm welcome to all 
villagers to its plant sale.  A large variety of home-grown plants, 

including vegetables and herbs, will be available ready to be 
planted in your own garden or allotment. 

 
Gardening books, garden related tools and other sundries will also 

be offered for sale. 
 

Tea, coffee and delicious homemade cakes will be served in The Old 
Vicarage garden. 

 
Any surplus and unwanted garden plants (preferably labelled) 

and goods which you would like to donate to the sale will be 
gratefully accepted. 

 
PLEASE JOIN US ON SUNDAY 18 MAY FOR A GREAT DAY 

OF GARDENING. 

STOURTON CAUNDLE  

GARDEN CLUB 



Police and Crime Commissioner 

In order to ensure that residents in the Sturminster Newton area can have direct access to the Police 

and Crime Commissioner, a Community Engagement Forum has been organised for Friday 4 April  at 

The Exchange (13.00-15.00).  It will be followed by a Commissioner’s surgery between 16.00-18.00. 

The forums provide the opportunity for members of the public, voluntary and community groups and 

other partners to meet with the PCC , and raise specific issues and concerns relating to policing, crime 

and community safety. In addition, the forums will also provide an opportunity for best practice to be 

shared across the county, and to engage local communities in helping the police and other agencies to 

tackle issues, and to seek community solutions to local issues and concerns. 

For more information: 

 http://www.dorset.pcc.police.uk/Get-Involved/Public-Forums.aspx 

Any articles or correspondence published in this magazine do not necessarily reflect the 

views of the Committee or the Editor. Reproduction of any articles is prohibited without the 

prior permission of the Editor. 

 

We try to ensure the accuracy of the content of  THE STOURTON CAUNDLER, but cannot 

guarantee that it will always be current, accurate or complete.  The inclusion of 

advertisements is not a recommendation of the goods or services of those advertising.  The 

Committee and the Editor cannot be held responsible for negative consequences arising as a 

result of doing business with advertisers and recommend that you confirm appropriate 

references and any professional qualifications of advertisers for yourself. 


