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A drawing by Fleur Miles 



Happy Easter 

With Easter fast approaching, it was perhaps inevitable that we should wake to falling snow in mid-

March and some more is forecast for next week-end!  Happily Margaret Waddingham had prepared 

for such an event and it is therefore appropriate to begin this edition of the magazine with her 

delightful poem.  Fleur Miles’s lovely drawing of a March hare on the cover and Margaret’s 

description of their behaviour leads to Easter which is a time for flowers.  While we can all admire the 

flowers that are beginning to appear in gardens and hedgerows, there is nothing quite like a beautiful 

arrangement; Charlotte Armstrong has been kind enough to describe her life as a professional florist 

(when she is not behind the bar in The Trooper ministering to our needs there!).  Pete Smith 

concludes his review of Dorset’s lost railways and Richard Miles keeps us up-to-date on matters 

celestial. 

There is also much to look forward to: a jumble sale and a walk in Bilcombe Copse are planned, as 

well as the normal club meetings and other village activities.  Please read on.      

     

Tim Villiers  

Sudden snow 
 

Walk on tiptoe – see the snow! 

Come softly, for it came by night 

and softly it may go.  
 

Bright, white magic on the lawn, 

embossed with fragile, arrowed feet, 

each feathered crystal came with dawn 

and gently locked the world in sleep.  
 

Such rich enchantment is too rare  

to lose it in a busy day, 

and conjurers who left it there 

will surely take it all away.  
 

So come with me to see its wonder, 

walk on tiptoe, share this snow 

and all this shining whiteness round us – 

softly now, before it goes.   

Margaret Waddingham 

Village Hall ‘100’ Club monthly draw   

 

The March draw took place on 13 March 2013 at The Trooper.  The winning numbers were: 

 

First Prize:   £25.00 No.159  Holly Smart 

Second Prize:  £20.00 No.183  Colin & Sue Harris 

Third Prize:   £15.00 No.171  Jo Williams 

Fourth Prize:  £10.00 No.50  Tracey Woodhouse 

As we are reaching the end of another six-month period, Delia, Fleur and I will be coming round to collect your 

subscriptions for the next six months, unless you have already paid for the full year to October. 

Numbers cost £3 each for six months.  Do contact me or one of the collectors if you would like to join, or would 

like more numbers.  

The next monthly draw will take place at The Trooper on Tuesday 16 April at about 9 pm.  

       Anna Oliver 



Village Hall  – Jubilee quilt 
 

As many of you will know the raffle for the Jubilee quilt was drawn at the Harvest 

Supper last autumn and the quilt was won by Annie Foot. 

 

Annie has very generously decided to give it to the village and with a lot of help from 

Greta Paull, the quilt is now hanging on the back wall of the stage in the hall.    

 

Vinny Taylor 

Garden tips 

Hopefully all your flower and vegetable seeds are germinating beautifully.  If they are, the 

weeds will be too, so keep the hoe going at regular intervals.  

Time to plant out dahlias and other summer flowering bulbs/corms into containers, but they 

may need some protection from late frosts.  

Garden Club  
The Garden Club enjoyed a fascinating evening on Wednesday 13 March, when 

Derek Hague from Gillingham came to share his enthusiasm for orchids.  Derek has 

been growing these exotic plants for more than 30 years, and his expertise was 

evident in everything he showed us.  The club was treated to an extensive 

photographic display of flowering orchids, demonstrating an almost infinite variety 

of forms, colours, petal shapes and markings, all interspersed with practical 

growing advice and rounded off with a demonstration of potting-on a prized orchid 

brought to the meeting by a club member. 

The next meeting will be in the Village Hall on Wednesday 10 April at 7:30 pm when Matthew 

Simpson will talk about the restoration of Longleat walled garden and on his passion for growing 

chillies and peppers.  Plants and seeds will be available for sale and all are welcome.  New and 

potential new members are particularly encouraged to come along to the Hall at 7:15 pm to meet 

friends and neighbours, when tea and coffee will be served.    

            Broken Nails 

Jumble Sale 
20 April 10 am 

Village Hall 
 

Any items of jumble phone Margaret/Colin 364621 

or any member of Welcome Club 



Naturally thinking 

Amongst all the things that the Romans decided to put in their luggage, were hares.  And I’m very glad they 

did.  They are beautiful, graceful creatures and very much part of the English country scene although, 

alarmingly, they have declined over the past century almost as much as the little water vole. 

Once, long ago (sometime in the 1970s I think) I was lucky enough to sit by a field in Suffolk and watch a 

group of these creatures doing the mad things that they usually do in March.  There were several of them,  

grazing peacefully one moment, then stopping suddenly without any obvious signal and beginning to lollop 

around the field in a sort of procession.  I have since read that these would probably have been males 

following one female.  They began chasing and two of them broke off from the larger pack and hurtled off 

in a wide arc, one apparently in pursuit of the other.  Then they reared up and boxed with their forepaws.  

Once it was thought that the boxers were both males fighting over a female, but we have come on a bit 

since then and discovered that the aggressive one could well be an unreceptive female warding off the 

intentions of an over-eager male.  The babies (leverets) are born fully haired, eyes open and hop soon after 

birth and when they’re fully grown, they can run at up to 45mph.    

The Suffolk spectacle has always stayed in my mind.  I have never seen such a thing since, and although we 

have hares around us here, whenever I see them they are crossing the road or enjoying a lone  meal in the 

middle of a field.  I keep looking though – although this behaviour is usually associated with March, 

apparently it can be seen throughout the breeding season from the turn of the year to the end of the 

summer, so you never know, one of these days I might catch them at it again.   

Roadside hedges once again have been in battle with large machinery.  Ok, most of the winter berries have 

gone which provided winter food for the birds and it’s a little early for nesting,  so that’s all right.  And the 

worst wounds will soon be covered by leaves.  It’s just that so many of them look as though they’ve been 

involved in a nasty accident with several large cars.   Perhaps one of the biggest downsides of all this 

clearing is the amount of rubbish it exposes.  The roadside verges are full of it and however hard I try I find 

it impossible to lift my eyes from it to appreciate anything else.  The roads from here to Sherborne and on 

into Yeovil are full of the stuff – I don’t suppose they really look worse than anywhere else but we see them 

regularly so that’s the impression we get.   Whilst writing this, I spent an interesting half hour trying to get 

through to a department that could tell me who, if anyone, was responsible for clearing it.  Everyone was 

very polite, but they all said it was not their department and passed me on to someone else.  I ended up 

calling five different numbers and they all said the same thing.  I gave up in the end, after all, I do have 

some sympathy for these cash-strapped councils.   I suppose I’ll just have to wait until everything grows and 

covers it all up again.        

I’m glad to say that we have a pair of thrushes who come daily to grub out worms and insects from the 

lawn.  As I write this, it is bitterly cold and they seem to have put on several ounces by being puffed up 

against the wind.  We knew that there were a pair around because we hear them singing, one beyond the 

front garden, the other beyond the back but it’s nice to see them feeding both together.   

The linnets are still sharing the niger seed with the goldfinches.    In Victorian times, both these were 

popular as cage birds because of their delightful, melodious song and their plumage.  Poor things – 

sometimes it pays to be plain and brown and silent.  

On an early morning walk with her dog, our opposite neighbour discovered signs of a badger who had been 

at work overnight. It had been very busy digging away at the hollyhocks alongside the stretch of  roadside 

wall outside the neighbouring garden and her own.  There was some evidence of it opposite too.  It must 

have been disappointed for there’s little soil in any of these places for it to have gained much, and so far it 

hasn’t returned.   

This same neighbour’s frogs were so vocal last week that she could hear them from her bedroom.  This is at 

the back of the house and the pond is at the front, so you can tell what a noise they were making.  The 

bitter cold of this week has silenced them, even though they have done their stuff and covered the pond 

with spawn.  Such a thought always reminds me of a birthday card I once received: two frogs looking at a 

pile of frogspawn and one saying to the other in alarm, ‘Darling, do I really have to kiss them all goodnight? 

Margaret Waddingham 



Life  ……  as a florist 

Floristry is a creative and fulfilling job; however, it is not 

all as lovely and pretty as many people might think.  It is 

hard work and you never have polished nails! 

I am currently working at Orchard Park Florist where I can 

use the knowledge and skills learned when earning my 

diploma in floristry and horticulture and my Level 3 NVQ 

in floristry.  Over the last month I have been very busy 

owing to Valentine’s Day and Mothers’ Day.  Valentine’s 

Day is a day packed full of red roses – I do try to get you 

chaps to buy something different, but red roses seems to 

be a safer option!  Mothers’ Day is completely different 

for a florist; it goes on for four days and this can mean 

some very late nights, but it is so rewarding! 

I am also coming up to a very busy few months with the wedding season about to start.  Brides 

come in with so many brilliant ideas and my job as a florist is to help sort through these ideas and 

to work out what is practicable. 

I also have a couple of weddings and events that I am doing as a freelance; as some readers will 

know, I also do Christmas arrangements for some lovely people in the village.  This is a huge 

learning curve for me, as it is me alone doing the ordering and buying, designing and setting up.  

If anything should go wrong it is my responsibility and my reputation that is at stake, whereas 

normally this is spread across a whole team. 

There is also a more sensitive area to my job which is funeral work.  It is a hard and upsetting 

time for the customer and I try to guide them through what they need and would like.  It is a bit 

like working with brides but I need to be more sensitive and patient. 

Florists are having to work harder than ever to compete with supermarkets, garages and on-line 

shopping.  However, I can guarantee that if you use your local florist you will always get top 

quality flowers, arranged by a professional and served with a smile (I hope!). I always enjoy 

taking orders and designing the arrangements, but seeing the person receiving their flowers is a 

high spot for me. 

Anyway, being a florist is something that I enjoy and have a huge passion for.  I am also 

determined to keep up with new trends.  I have found a job that makes me happy and doesn’t 

really feel like work or a chore.  That is important to me.            

Charlotte Armstrong 

 



Mothering Sunday Workshop 

As I stood in our church at about half past nine on the Saturday 

morning before Mothering Sunday I looked around at the 

preparation for our workshop and just wondered if anyone 

would turn up. By ten o’clock children began arriving eager to 

participate in a range of activities including: card making, 

painting pictures of and for their Mums, decorating biscuits and 

of course making some delightful miniature posies. 

We eventually had eleven children in the morning which went 

very quickly with the children also enjoying the freedom of space 

and playing hide and seek within our church building. It was 

lovely to hear children’s voices in the church. We shall hear them all again in the near future as we plan to 

do similar workshops. Perhaps a treasure hunt next time! 

I would just like to add a special thank you to all those who helped support the children and to clear up, 

make drinks, etc. I could not have done it without you. 

Gill Sanders 

Homewatch 

On Sunday 17 March two similar incidents were reported in Bagber and in Todber. Both times a 

member of the public was flagged down by an eastern European woman, once asking for a lift to a 

petrol station and the other offering to sell gold for cash. We have seen this many times in the past 

and it always ends with a request for cash in some way or another. The vehicles this weekend were 

described as either a silver Mercedes or BMW. It is possible the car had Rumanian plates. Please do 

not get caught.                      

Keith Murphy 

 

Sturquest 
A number of Sturminster Newton community events are being planned:  
 

15 May – Coffee morning in The Exchange, themed on health and leisure. 

15 June – Sturminster Show, organised by the Scouts. 
 

Further information from 01258 472456 or www.stur.org.uk. 

Wanted for Africa. "Tools With A Mission". 
 

Tools  –  Sewing machines –  

Haberdashery  –  Knitting wool 
 

 

If you are having a "sort out", your gift of any of the above will make a difference 

to so many peoples’ lives by enabling them to learn a trade, and to work and 
support their families. 
 

I will pass them on to the Swanage-based collector: 
 

Linda Walters, 1 Barrow Hill. 01963 362842 



Dorset’s lost railways – part 2 

(In part one, I talked about the general situation of railways in Dorset. This part will focus on the Somerset and 

Dorset railway that ran through the Blackmore Vale, and had stations at Stalbridge, Henstridge, Templecombe, 

Sturminster Newton, Shillingstone, Stourpaine  and Blandford.) 

By travelling to Stalbridge from Stourton Caundle in 1962, we could have gone to virtually all points of the 

compass by a seriously worn-out rail system. The Somerset and Dorset Joint Railway, to give it its full title, had 

just celebrated its centenary, albeit now as part of a nationalised system. The Dorset Central Railway and the 

Somerset Central Railway had joined up their lines in 1862, meeting at Cole near Bruton. This then gave a 

complete journey between Bournemouth and Highbridge, as the line to Bath had not yet been built. 

Templecombe had already received its line from Salisbury and London in 1860, but with the arrival of the S & D, 

Templecombe now had two stations – the site of the present one and a lower S & D station. When the line to 

Bath was completed in 1874, passing through Shepton Mallet, Radstock and over the Mendip Hills, 

Templecombe’s status increased even more. It had an engine shed and two large marshalling yards, where 

freight was interchanged between the S & D and the line between Exeter and London. At the turn of the century 

more than 10,000 tons of freight was moved through Templecombe each month. In a 24-hour period 200 trains 

and light engine movements happened through the stations, much of this during the night. One can imagine the 

noise that would be heard, possibly as far away as Stourton Caundle! 

This Bath route which now came to be known as the “main line” was to be part of 

the S & D’s downfall.  Its route over the Mendip Hills was subject to steep gradients 

of 1:50, reaching 811 feet at Masbury Summit, which required extra “banking” 

assistance from a second engine, especially for the heavy summer Saturday 

expresses that ran through from the North and the Midlands. The most famous of 

these was the ”Pines Express” which ran daily between Manchester and 

Bournemouth.  The line proved expensive to run and the company would have 

gone bankrupt in 1875 had an arrangement not been made between the Midland 

Railway and the London and South West Railway to lease the line for 999 years! 

Following this rescue, little changed on the S & D for the next 90 years. Rail companies were taken over and then 

nationalisation came. More powerful locomotives arrived under British Rail so that many of the summer 

expresses no longer needed the extra engine; but the S & D remained solidly steam-powered. Much of the line 

remained single track and there seemed a determination to run the system down. Connections didn’t seem to 

meet up, and certain through-expresses were diverted or did not run, including the Pines Express which was 

discontinued in 1962. Even the intervention of John Betjeman couldn’t stop the closure in 1966. The effect on 

Templecombe which had 80 – 100 local men employed  must have been awful; not only did they lose the S & D 

line, but their station too. 

Much has happened to transport since Beeching and the S & D closure. Rail usage is  now at record levels, 

surpassing the numbers from the 1920s, although the network is half the size it was then. There are now high-

speed lines into continental Europe and firm plans for new high-speed lines from London to the Midlands and 

North. There are even vigorous lobbies to re-open the S & D!  Much of the track-bed through the two counties is 

still visible and accessible, but in the towns very little exists. Even Stalbridge’s station site has been built on, 

although some old rails still exist in the roadway. The Trailway that one can walk or cycle along between 

Sturminster and Stourpaine is an interesting trip, and one can see an original S & D station at Shillingstone, as 

well as the two new crossings of the River Stour. There are other Stour bridge abutments one can see on the 

north side of Sturminster as well as one in Blandford pointing to nothing but the Tesco and Homebase that 

swallowed it up. There is also the Gartell Light Railway, near Templecombe, that runs along a short part of the S 

& D trackbed. Looking at these 40 years of transport “progress”, the only major road improvement since the 

closure of the S & D is the Blandford by-pass! 

Personal memories of the S & D are now sadly quite vague. Being a Midlands lad I never quite got down this far 

to do my train-spotting but I do remember the Pines Express thundering through my local Bescot station when it 

was diverted on the route between Bournemouth and Manchester. By then in the early 1960s, even the massive 

2-10-0 locomotives that powered the Pines couldn’t save it. Most of these locomotives too were scrapped by BR 

after just six years of operation!! I’ve had to go to local knowledge for S & D memories. There are memories of 

travelling to other parts of the country from Stalbridge and using the railway to get to school during the big-

freeze winter of 1962/63. Getting on a train at Stalbridge and travelling down to Bournemouth for a night-out at 

the Winter Gardens. What a different world we live in today!  

I am grateful to Harry Dike, Phil Knott and Alan Mullet for their memories . 

            Pete Smith 



News from All Saints Primary School, Bishop’s Caundle 

We have been reflecting on our links with the community which we value at All Saints. Our lovely Learning 

Centre is now open! Forty people attended our special evening to celebrate the newly refurbished centre 

of our school. Hopefully you saw the pictures in the Blackmore Vale magazine! Thank you to our wonderful 

community who helped us with funding. We have received many compliments on our inspiring place to 

learn! 

We welcomed Mrs Margaret Stainer into our school this week to talk to the children about her wartime 

experiences. Mrs Stainer, who used to be Deputy Head at our school, told us tales of American soldiers 

bringing jeeps and chewing gum, tanks crushing her doorstep, rationing and how she queued for hours for 

an orange! Thank you Mrs Stainer for bringing in the shepherd’s lantern that you used in the shelter and 

for donating a book to our new library. We hope you enjoyed visiting the school again and seeing how it 

has changed! 

We had a great Book Week with competitions, a book fair, culminating in a sharing assembly when 

everyone was dressed as a book character. Key Stage 2 children produced some creative writing whilst 

studying the work of Harris Burdick. Many of our children came back to school on Thursday to enjoy 

‘Books at Bedtime’ with staff, governors and volunteers reading stories to children and teddies, and 

everyone enjoying biscuits and hot chocolate together. Congratulations and thanks to our super story 

writing competition winners: 

Diamonds Class – Oscar Lewis, Rubies Class – Max Rendell, Sapphires Class – Millie Holt and the school’s 

overall winner – Imogen Noyes. They all enjoyed spending their Book Fair vouchers. 

This week Year 3 had a wonderful opportunity to experience outdoor crafts including making fire at the 

Ancient Technology Centre, Cranborne along with their friends from our Cluster schools, whilst Sapphires 

Class visited Leweston School for a production of the play ‘Lady Cecily’s Sound Box’ to enrich their science 

learning. 

Our sports teams continue to inspire us in their drive to improve, good sportsmanship and unbounded 

enthusiasm. Many children have recently represented the school in cross country, netball and football 

matches. Thank you to Mrs Powell and Mr Rich for the training and team coaching.  

There are many more people from our special community who support our work at the school. Thank you 

– we really value your contribution.     

Anne Crumpler 

Sky at night 

There are a few things to highlight this month: 

Watch out at the beginning of April for Comet PANSTARRS, which 

will be just to the right of the Andromeda Galaxy (Messier 31) and 

similar in brightness.  In theory, both the comet and the galaxy can 

be seen without optical aid. Look north-west about 10-15 degrees 

above the horizon between about 9.10-9.40pm any evening 

between April 1 to April 5. However, you will really need binoculars 

or a small telescope to see it clearly. By then, the comet will no 

doubt have been mentioned in the news media having been 

brightest during mid-March. Here’s an image of it I obtained from 

my observatory on the evening of 14 March. At that time it was 

only 16 degrees from the Sun and disappeared below the horizon about 90 minutes after the Sun had set. 

There will be a partial eclipse of the Moon visible on Thursday 25
th

 at about 9.10pm. However, the extent 

of the eclipse is very small with a slight notch towards the upper left of the moon being obscured by the 

Earth’s shadow.  At that time the Moon will be low on the horizon towards the south-west direction.  The 

planet Saturn will also be visible as a bright yellow ‘star’ just 4 degrees to the left of the Moon.  You can 

tell it’s a planet as you won’t see it twinkle like an ordinary star does. 

(P.S. Remember the clocks will have moved forwards 1 hour to British Summer Time at 1am on Sunday 31 

March.)                                                                                                                   Richard Miles 



Recipe 
Tom’s Grapefruit Vodka Mousse – serves 8 

This very light, tangy mousse is delicious and will be much enjoyed by your guests.  Best served after the 

main course and cheese, to refresh the palate, at any time of year when grapefruit are of good quality.  

White-skinned grapefruits preferred. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Method 

Pour the vodka into a small bowl and sprinkle over the gelatine.  Put the bowl in a larger bowl with hot 

water so that the vodka gelatine is gently heated.  Set aside. 
Put the grapefruit zest in a large mixing bowl with the egg yolks and 100g of the sugar.  Whisk until pale 

and thick. 
Stir the gelatine to ensure it is fully dissolved.  Mix the grapefruit juice into the gelatine then stir the 

mixture into the beaten egg yolks with the lemon juice.  Put this into the fridge, stirring every 10 mins, 

until it begins to thicken; this makes sure it sets evenly.  Takes about 30 mins. 
Whip the cream until it holds very soft, floppy peaks.  Then, using a metal spoon, fold the cream into 

the grapefruit gelatine mixture. 
As soon as this holds its shape, whisk the egg whites until they form soft peaks then whisk in the 

remaining sugar. 
Immediately fold the sweetened egg whites into the mousse and spoon the frothy mixture into 8 

individual dishes or glasses.  Chill until needed and serve with zest of grapefruit sprinkled over the 

mousses. 
Caution:   

Because Tom’s Grapefruit Vodka Mousse contains raw eggs, it may not be suitable for small children, 

the elderly, infirm, or pregnant women.   

Tom Eden 

Ingredients: 

3 tbsp vodka 

11g (1/4 oz) sachet powdered gelatine 

grated zest & juice of 1 grapefruit 

3 large eggs, separated 

150g (5 ½ oz) caster sugar 

3 tbsp lemon juice 

300 ml (10fl oz) double cream 

Tree Planting 

The Parish Council had made a successful bid to The Woodland Trust last autumn for a community 

pack of ‘future firewood’ trees.  The 420 Silver Birch, Cherry, Oak and Rowan saplings arrived in 

the first week of March and over the following week-end  a number of villagers (Jane Colville, 

Harry Dike, David Jeanes, Richard Miles, Vinny Taylor and Hedley & Marjo Walker) helped 

landowners plant them at a number of sites around the village.  Over 800 trees have now been 

planted around the village in the last 15 months as part of the Queen’s Jubilee Trees project and 

future generations of villagers will have these trees to enhance the beauty of the area and natural 

habitats around the village, as well as having some fuel for wood-burners from the thinnings in 

due course.     

Tim Villiers  



Welcome Club 

Thirty two members attended the March meeting of the Welcome Club. The guest 

speaker, Colin Dean, gave a very entertaining talk entitled ‘B4TV, Memories of Radio 

Programmes’, recalling popular radio programmes of the 1940s, and early 1950s, as 

well as the variety acts and comedians from this period of sound broadcasting, many 

of whom then successfully transferred to television. 

 

The spring outing to Hestercombe Gardens, near Taunton, will be on Friday 17 May. Hestercombe 

Gardens combines three centuries of garden design in an area covering 50 acres. A Georgian landscape 

garden, a Victorian terrace and shrubbery and an Edwardian garden designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens and 

Gertrude Jekyll. All have undergone restoration and today they provide important examples of gardens 

in contrasting styles that continue to grow and develop. The restored 17th century watermill complex 

showcases the historic uses of renewable energy alongside the original working mill machinery and is 

set in the heart of the gardens. Non-members welcome, please contact Colin McKay for further details  

 The annual jumble sale will take place on Saturday the 20 April, starting at 10am. Donated items can be 

accepted on the Friday evening, at the hall from 7.00 to 7.30pm, or before 10am on the Saturday 

morning. Items can be also be collected, please contact either Colin or Margret McKay.    

          Phil Knott 


